bevy 


| the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
ie 









Results of the Meteorological pests ie aaa at ‘the Alipore Observatory een *. 
15th to 21st October 1899. fos 

















oe : Rain, Wearann, 
os 4 Prevailing direo- 
BS Bg, tion, 
a 
sy | i | i E 
Z | 2 a = 
1899, ° Inches. | ° 7 “eg 3 °® \Inches} ° * Inches. 
Oct, | 15th |1027| Nil | 29°770 | 928) 744) 5:3 691 | 71-2 |0-744! 70-4 NEand ENE ...| 282] 253 | Cloudy,-o, gp, a, 
n» [16th | 126-4) 14] 798] 74-4] 781) 79] 702] 71-4) +792] 69:9 | 86 | NNW and N 109 | 005 | Chiefly cloudy, o, 
» | A7th | 14388) 99 894 | 75°4) 835) 145 | 69° | 714) +716) 69-2 | 82 | N, WNW, and N 95 | Nil || Chiefly clear, s 
by W, i »? 
% 18th | 1419) 94 951 | 75:5 | Sd-4) 160 | 68-4 | 71:4) +716) 69° | 82|N by Wand N... 70 ‘4 Chiefly clear, a, 
» 19th |199) 59] +944 | 77-0] 852] 160 | 692} 721] +723) 695 | 77 | Nand WSW 55 | | ChieBy cloudy, 5 
» | 20th | 144-4) 99 961 | 79°0) 87° | 169 | 70°6 | 73:5) *753| 70°7 | 76 | WSW, calm, and 87 ” Clear, a 
. variable, * 
yy | 2let | 1894) 56 988 | 79° | 880)/ 15°38 | 72°2 | 754) °827| 73:5 | 82 | NNW and calm... 27 ” Partially cloudy, 
=. 
! 








—— 


The mean pressure of the seven days 
The ce pressure of the corresponding period for vi ‘years Suhre Gamsile 


The total number of hours of 
The maximum possible number o 


General’s 
The maximum temperature 


The extreme variation of temperature 


ight sunshine 
hours of sunshine 


- The mean temperature of the seven days * 
The average aon of the corresponding, period for 24 years, 


The highest velocity of the wind in one hour 
| The mean relative humidity 


The average re 
Surveyor-General’s Office 


Office 


lative humidity of. 


The total fall of rain from 15th to 21st October 1899 
The averago fall of the corresponding 


the 


one 


wee 


ord 


eee 


Sur veyor- 


— 


corrnpouding "period for “" years, 


period for 24 mam Surveyor-General’s 


The total fall from Ist January to Qlst October 1899 
The gions fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


The mean ure, tem; 


press’ 
and from observations made at 6h., 10h., ‘I6h., and 22h. 


The maximum and minimum tomperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard co 


ing bites?” They are exposed under a: thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
hi e he Encous 


sates SEBS 


=, fog. 





-— Caloutta, the 28rd October 1829. 


Ms Eel Orricz, Govr. or Inp1a, 


AAS 


- 


Inches. 


29°902 
29°863 


Hours, 
Ald 
80°8 


76:2 


81:8 
19°6 
88-0 
Milos, 
14 


° 

82 

77 
Inches, 


2°58 


0°85 
71:86 


perature, &o., are deduoed from the traces of the Barograph and Diecoigelake 


All the 


mstructed and verified at the 


hee sending, Mee aeeertet Aeneas to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 86 
is ats at the Surveyor General's Off ‘ ‘ : 


The hygrometric elements are pew from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 


The directions and the movement of the wind ure taken from the trace of a Beokley’s anomograph. 
~The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. . 


0, overcast; g, gloomy; p, passing temporary showers; d, drizzling rain; =, dew; 










: em IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL, 
bstract statement showing Tollage on Canals in Bengal classed as Major Works Sor the month 
% of August 1899, as compared with that of the corresponding poly the meeotout year, 

















Toutace, 1899-1900. Totiaex, 1898-99. 
Canats, z : ‘ 
During the | To end of the During the | To end of the 
: month. month. month, month. 
ae. a ae De ae Ca Le sag 




























































Orissa Circle. Rs. a. Pp. Rs. a. Pp. 
Taldanda Canal System 608 9 0; 5,88611 3 11,812 18 9 
Kendrapara _ ditto 4,686 6 10| 25,857 3-6 80,602 0 11 
High Level Canal, T] 1,488 7 9 5,496 15 9 8,082 15 6 

Ditto, eae. | 224 12 9 1,824 1 9 1,302 3 0 

Ditto, » ad 120, 0 0 724 7 6 608 1 8 
Jajpur Canal eid 35° 4 9 198 2 0 18 0 6 73 4 6 

Total Orissa Circle ...| 7,108 8 1 38,982 9 9] 10,979 15 3 52,826 6 11 
South-Western Circle, 
Midnapore Canal 8,250 11 6 | 40,061 0 9 89,228 15 3 
Hijili Tidal Canal 4,626 10 6 | 25,596 0 9 40,470 14 3 









Total South-Western 
Circle co 

















Sone Circle. 
Patna Canal System... 19,505 4 0} 280314 3| 15,448 11 9 
Arrah. ditto re 13,305 7 9} 8,518 15 6] 20,608 1 0 
Buxar . ditto’ ss 6,880 0 6] 798 8 8| 4993 7 3 
a | | 4ST 
Total Sone Circle 6,706 8 6 | 39,190 12 8| 7,121 1 0| 40,280 4 0 
Onan Toran ... | 26,692 6 7 (1,483,780 7 6 | 82,846 110 1,72,3806 8 5 


DES i ae OED EES. Reeser —weerarne ten eee ee 
Government Transport Service. 















TOLLAGE, 1899-1900, | TOLLAGR, 1898.99, 


fren rmsry To end of the month, During the month, | To end of the month, 
é p tg . P 
eal i He or IE, 

1 2 | 3 4 | 5 6 7 8 | » | 10 | n | 12 | 1s 


Orissa Circle, | No. |Mds.| Rs. a. p.| No, Mds, 
High Level... | 7287] 32 | 7,050.13 9| 39,790 | 2,547 
Circle .. | 7287 |, 32} Boso 1s 9 $2,700 | 2,547 | 99,1492 3 | 5,405! 340 


Aasessed Tollage Receipts, 























90,140 146 8 | 3,404] 340 2,489 8 1/ 16,880 2,422 


_—_- — 


2,489 8 1 | 16,880] 2492 






















Earninas, 1899-1900. Earninas, 1898.99. 
ae, During the | To end of the During the | To end of the 
month. month. month. month. 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 5 
Re. a. , Rs. a. pr. Beste Pei) Rastas yp, 
Orissa Canals +. | 14,168 6 10 | 69,082 8 0 18,469 7 4 65,222 13 10 
apore Canal 8,250 11 6] 40,061 0 9g 8,077 18 8 | 39,298 15 3 





4,626 10 6| 25,596 0 9 6,667 14 8 | 40,470 14 8 
6,706 8 6] 89,190 12 3 7,121 1 0} 40,280 4 0 


83,752 4 4 1,738,980 5 9 | 85,3863 10 185,202 15 a 






, | A. HO, MacOarrny, 
Under-Seoy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 









IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 


Abstract statement showing Tollage on Canals in Bengal classed as Minor Works and Navigation 
Sor the month of August 1899, as compared with that of the corresponding month of the 


previous year. 





Totzace, 1899-1900. | TotaGE, 1898-99. 






Tolly’s Nala. ms 
Total. tO 


Oaleutta and Eastern 
Canals 


ee 
21,207 12 0} 60,797 9 0} 16,840 9 8 | 37,050 11 8 


Nadia Rivers ste 
Gaanp Tora, 51,562 1 6 {1,99,924 8 9] 40,674 8 5 /1,63,111°7 8 
Caxourra, A. H. 0. MacOarrny, 


The 2hth October 1899, Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





OIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the Yth of October 1899, as 


compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 














Wxex ENDING ae THE | Warr pnenes er! THE 














Tra OcToRER 8ru OBER 1898, 

} pp pS 

"mer | Weight ot | gotags bt | Weight o | “iota 

' No. Mads. No. Mads. Rs. 

Rice and paddy eee iG 1,283 | 1,77,760 789 | 1,11,425 1,780 
Tute fis ae Sane 269 | 99,200 179 | 60,675 803 
Birewood ,,, eee eee 104 79,025 78 52,160 800 
Other articles sos a 739 | 1,567,676 2,094 









ae ——'—____ 
2,634 | 5,47,660 8,079 1,780 | 3,71,826 6,477 





CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 11th of October 1899, 
a8 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 








Wek EnpIne SaTuRDAy, THE WEBxK ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
1stH OcronER 1890, 15TH OCTOBER 1898, 








NATURE OF CARGO, 


Number of | Weight of Number of | Weight of 
mare | Meas | nomen. | Mymtaret | wattot | nag, 





















No. Mds. Bs. 
Bice and paddy - oon 509 85,800 1,391 
Jute ow ove 172 64,276 882 
Firewood bar att 461 48,000 538 
Other articles oo po 608 | 1,62,180 1,967 
Total is 1,335 | 3,34765| 4,778. 
Sd 


OIROCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approsimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 21st of October 1899, 
a8 compared with the corresponding seek of the ‘previous year, 


























weir soar ier | empige tenner. nm 
NATURE OF Oango, 
2h maa goo of Tollage. et bent of Toliage, 
cet ee 
Other articles i zs 
Total ws 











Coacnine TRAFFIC, 








Number of Coaching 
parsongers. receipts. Woight carried. 


Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Lyctupine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., arp Assam-Brnaz Sxotions.) 


m Approwimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 834 miles open. 



















Mos. 6. Re, a. P. 
for the week... 11,79,190 + an 4 ; 
of railway ww. as 1,414 0 

14 weeks of half- 


‘Total for 16 weeks 





11,69,426 0 | 2,75,848 0 0 
1,430 0 337 0 «0 


aaa : 


x Ath A108 05 © | 29,78,236 0 0 2.26748 0 0 0 
~1,88,00,981 0 (908,700 0 0 "aa09@ 0 0 48,08, 485_ 0 


16,538 0 0 | 8,75,028 0 0 














* Audited up to 12th August 1899, 
Excluding steamer earnings. 


DACCA STATE RaILWay, 
Approtimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 86 miles open. 















CHING TRAPYIC, MBROHANDISE AND MINBRAL 
OoacHin ~y 


Number of Coaching 
passengers. receipts, 





e traffic ek an 19,500 | 7,860 0 © 
sepa ee 
oe. 14 weeks ai baie 


8,538,350 | 1,06142 0 0 


otal for 15 wooks | 872,010 | 14a4002 0° © 
ROP eral a antss 





24,006. 
287 89 0 0 
$,46,863 | 1,083,523 0 0 








Rs, a. P. Mops. 8. Re. a. P. 
oo} 7,980 0 330 
wo ia 0 0 0 









10,808 0 0 48,693 0); 3,670 0 0 


aso | 400 oo 


* Audited up to 12th August 1899. 


My oe rmpepry Ee oy 
+ Audited up to August 


1809, 


Rs, A,r. 


8% 0 6 
100 


2191 0 Fadl 146,008 00 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. 


E34 


14,589 00 
15,929 0 0 


weneee 


Rs,| a. P. 


ps 
o 


TRAFPIO TRAIN-MILNS RUB. 


























Approvimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 33 miles open. 


Re Coacurne Taavrre, vaxcalge "ro tigre ae * hy 5 
ee DRUTSRATE ee 5 including ferry") earnings, 
ae Number of | Coaching weight Receipts, 


2,205 1,678 | 3818 
__ es 20,836 | 56,286 
60,862 
4700, 
Gi, 
TRAVPIC TRAIN-MILES BUS 
7160 Sit 1m 
5,268 13,085 — 
6,023 14,539 , 






‘BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 


Qoacuine Trarvic, | MeRcmanvise any Mover | TRAYVIO TRAIN-MILRS RUN. 


Voaching. ‘| Total. 








sismica! | Sailer et cavaa| Haat 





COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 33°13 miles open. 


CoacuIne Trarvr0, Obese D Manna TRAVFIO TRAIN-MILRS RUN. 

















Number of Coach: Weight Merchan- 
passengers. ae shen Coaching. | “ise | Total. 
Re. A. P. Mos. 5. f 
for the k oe 420 ow 0 0 9,720 0 215 1, 
Mvaliway one a) 200 203 0 eee fasten Ae J 
14 weeks of half- 
we a er) 26,535 9,061 0 0 02,445 0 4,513 12,357 16,870 
. eran ancl peace eepencnnsl ee mn | cane ome }etetemei 
Total for 15 weeks on 27,955 10,001 0 0 102,168 0 4,728 13,210 17,988 
Comparison. 
for corresponding week ‘ 
° is “one x 1,517 850 0 0 5,098 0 207 es ™ 
mek of pronoda year 69 300 290 0 a Lee SUNGLB| case evseee eeenee 
FORT ee ows a 17,987 621 0 0 57,997 0 5,704 0 0 1,612 0 0 18,457 0 o) 2,201 8,512 10,803 
Excluding ferry. 
{9} Reeies ballast train-miles 320, 


t Audited up to 12th August 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. 


Audited Return of Trafic and Mileage for week ended 26th August 1899 on 33 miles open. 





MERCHANDISE AND MiyERaL 
Coachina TRrarric, | ‘Tuarric, 











Other ing TRAFVIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
— Total eda i 
(including 
. ings. 














Ann ar fe nM th al e190 0 978 te pe 






ous Year te 
mile of railway o' a 
a ons aren 










date of 

















* Bacluding forry earnings, 
) 






BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. : ae | 
Approvimate Return of Trafic and mileage for the week ended 30th September 1899 on 139 miles open. 


Ra. a, P, Mos. 8, Ru ar.| Rs. ah Ra, a. P, Rests 
68 1,16,285 0} 12,898 0 0} — 2,900 28,900 4,648 
Po OH 887 0 0 0 ay as 00 Pay 


ssaiss | 1ucom_o 0] owes 0} soem oo! sass 'o 0] soso 0 0| son 103,38 
96 | 1,00,070 0 0| 1,080,213 0| 115,003 0 0 het 98 “280,017 0 0 | 3,203 ry) 
sos | 14680 0 0] 77,008 0,098 0 0] 1 0-0) 18,285 0 0| 3,805 nth 
Pd oe eo} 00 100 M6 00] sasnee oem 
sigo7s | 1,41,895 00/ 01,000 0 | 1,001 0 0] 4,002 0 0 | 2,97,50 0 0] 54001 on 


‘ eae up to 19th nee be 
On 130 miles only, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and mileage for the week ended 7th October 1899 on 139 miles open. 


ace | 








Coaching. 







Re, a. P. Mp e| Ra a8, Be a.7.| Re ae 


30,348 15,804 0 0} 83,341 4,662 4 
“aso 8] geo] ie oof 288] Mi oo] fe] BA) 
1.07428 0 0 | 10,80,800 0 | 1,13,488 0 0 








11,05 0 0 “9,81,787 0 0 62,906 49,135 | _118,08 


1,74,540 0 0} 11,60,617 0 








13,044 0 0 
108 0 0 17 0 
1,64,770 0 0 





“BENGAL RAILWAY, 
7th Oct 377% miles 
11 silee glia ied toe ‘raffle oat 



















105 64°50 - 87 
9276 0 0} 810,502 0 0] 38,483 
* Jami 


+ Inqiudes audited tigurvs for wook culad anie ano otaber 1890. 












DARJEKLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, 
Approximate earnings for the week ending 7th October 1899 _, 
Ditto for the corresponding so of 1898 ; 

















bad ~ - 





: Decrease, eee ove ove we ove 
& Receipts per mile for the week ending 7th October 1899 mr 3 
ke Ditto ov. the corresponding period of 1898 ate se Ast 
f Decrease ,,, ae oe oo oe oes 
| Receipts from 1st July to 7th October 1899 eee ay ove 
} Ditto for the corresponding perind of 1898 ons oo ove 
| Decrease, oe sie a0 tee oo 
f 
fe DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
i A te earnings for the week ending 14th October 1 aa ste 
ie i for the corresponding co of 1898 Ned vee a0 
Ee Decrease _—,,, ot as ss ar - 
2 ee Receipts por mile for the week ending 14h October 1899 rs 2 
‘e : Ditto "for the corresponding nang, 14th Os ae ww hee 
Decrease ee Pres ove ose ove ove 
cr from Ist July to 14th October 1899 se ooo one 
: for the corresponding period of 1898 es ot pare i 
pS Decrease _,, 


REGISTERED No. 20.) - No. 44 of 1899, 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION REPORT ON THE 
HOWRAH BRIDGE FOR THE YEAR 1898-99. 





. No. 2055Marine. 


Government of Gengal. ~ 
MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


Dated Calcutta, the 25th October 1899. 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap— . 
The Administration Report on the Howrah Bridge for the year 1898.99. 
The following statement shows the actual receipts and éxpenditure of 
the bridge during the year 1898-99 as compared with those of the preceding 
nine years :— 

























Total 
Net Revenue... awe 
Geanp Toran 


2. The receipts during the year amounted to Rs, 1,66,47!, showing # 
decrease of Rs. 14,452 as compared with those of the previous year. The receipts 
from railway traflic were Rs, 1,36,604 as against Rs. 1,51,408 in 1897-98. 

3. The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,75,024, showing an excess of 
Rs. 7,358 over that of the previous year. The wearing surface of the roadway 
of the bridge was repaired, and all worn out battens and defective surface 
planks and beams underneath renewed. Several of the defective superstructure 
timbers were replaced. The poutoons were i am and the decks of all the 
pontoons were chipped and painted and well cleaned and coated with oil inside ; 
and the fenders and sheathings of the pontoons were changed as found neces- 
sary. Brackets and large iron stanchions were tted underneath draw-bridge 
roller beams. ‘I'he bridge winches were kept clean and well oiled and all other 
gear was kept in good order, and all repairs carried out to keep the bridge in 
good condition. 


















PARTICULARS, 1898-00, | 1807-08, | 1896-07, | 1895-96, | 1994-05. | 1893-04, | 1892-93, | 1801-02, | 1890-01, oo 
1 
Receipts. 
Recents from railway traffic PY an) 1,3¢,604 | 1,81,408 | 1,33,811 | 1,385,364 
itto =» Joral do. our anes ei esekee * |] -ceceee AE TE Pee, Ween! mae Tee ies one ba 
Ditto hire of steamer Helvetia wears snes 
Ditto Howrah or Buckland... ” 21 Prem) or) 16 serene 1 
Interest on Government securities 28,003 28,003 20,936 24,404 24,06 82,330 | 93,182 
Proportion of rent of Head Otlice os hans ee ee (eer Padesh. Skenieoants ais 531 
Miscellaneous Pa a eee es 1,864 1,512 7,360 770 698 263 
Proportion of earnings of steam-tug Hetty... levege aegune Speen goths aonee 18,608 1479 
© Rentof Bridge approach land... ee ne wee | nntene niouh eaeve “ven ownty rem 377 2.068 
Total ve | 2,66,472 | 2,80,923 | 1,60,174 | 1,064,158 | 1,45,002 | 1,65,217 | 1,62,499 | 1,607,105 1,79,024 | 1,068,885 
Deficit oe 8,053 | ssosen tte fares BOSD] sere, | tere | BT] wees 
Total ry ow | 1,75,024 | 1,860,023 | 1,6¥,174 | 1,614,158 
Expenditure. , | 
Interestion loans ges tee) tes ae] OTS 7,168 7,211 7,276 7,338 7,50. | _7,8tl 
Proportion of Head Otfice charges sore voy 8,280. 16,756 15.486 6,321 15,335 13,041 
Establishment ow on oe oy 18 on 32,355 33,071 82.082 41,000 S2,854 82.978 33,70 
Working expenses... 25,304 | 26,511 27, ST 23,421 26,004 12,826 | wal 
Repairs Vie cee nt tee awe wee,we | 00,600] CRSIS] 60,009) 88,065 | 47,011 25,363 | 90,08 
Forry steamer Bueklund ene ae | BOON | 15,097 | 24,819 | 42.815] 17,762 18,40) | 16,08 
jon of municipal taxes and repairs to} 9,007) 4,273 | 45h], 8708) 7,807 jas} 38 
’ quarters, storeyard and police quarters. 
Miscellaneous se caw wiht a BO (ei oF) [fe eae ABREU ba Boke, Debates: [ete es geste | aie ee ae kal ie 
ms ion of establishment, &c., of steam-tug 9,423 | 11,08 
We 
Renewals ot: Niet ia sden ‘eo... > cog ataane 016 | wn 
P-oportion of salary of Traific Manager aM bs 
Compassionate allowance .., 9%... eve | BH BAT sage | neetne  fanntee case fi nenne Ya nsesee | sete | tert 


i 
i 









# ’ oe et ear, in addition to the ordinary ee ts, ie 
- following amount, whi morte classed 4s extraordinary, tras tassived’ 
j at Rs, 
Interest on Government securities of pontoon— : 
Renewal fund .., ares Pe ae ee vee 2,240 
The corresponding expenditure undor tho same head was— 
Sinking fund on loans one ow. 4,861 


5. The cost of lighting the bridge with electricity was Rs. 10,726 against 
Rs, 9,823 in the previous year, showing an increase of Rs..903. Tho electric- 
lighting of the bridge was maintained throughout the year without any troubleye 
and the arrangement of having the engines at the Howrah Workshop continued 
to work well. 

6. The bridge was opened for the assage of vessels on 151 occasions, 
of which 101 were on the ordinary fixe! days of the week, and 50 were on 
Sundays on special application. The number and description of vyéssels which 
passed through the bridge on these occasions are shown below :— 


VeEssEts. 


Sea-going vessels * oon 
Inland steamers and flats ok 
Steam-tugs and steam launches... 
Port Commissioners’ vessels Sr 
Government steamers and flats |. 


Total 





7. No sea-going vessels collided with the bridge during the year under 
review, but there was a large increase in the casualties to (1) inland steamers 
and flats and (2) cargo and passenger boats. In both these cases the number 
of casualties was unprecedented, being 22 in the one case and 133 in the 
other. Of the boats which collided with the bridge 16 were lost and four lives, 
There were altogether 169 cases of collision, as compared with 129, 109 and 78, 
respectively, in the three preceding years, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


R, B. BUCKLEY, 
Seey. to the Govt of Bengal, 




















WEATHER AND CROP REPORT, 





For the weak ending the 80th October 1899. 


Bardwan.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘77, Kalna*19, Katwa ‘11, Raniganj ‘05. Weather 
cloudy and rainy. Throshing of aus nearly over. The recent rain has done immense good 
to aman. Bowing of rabi going on. seam. doing well. Fodder and water 
sufficien™, Cattle-disease in Katwa has ceased. Common rice selling as follows :—- 


4 Srs. 
Sadar aes bas out 15 
Kalna tev ape oat 13 
* Katwa Ses ae ees rd sieht 
Raniganj oes ee set 13} 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘82, Rampur Hat -39, Weather seasonable. Aus being 


harvested and fields pene for rabi cultivation, Rice crop is promising. Price ot 
common rice at Sadar 15 seers and Rampur Hat 14 to 16 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


, Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura ‘17, Vishnupur “11. Weather cloudy with drizzling 
rain, Rabi sowing‘ continues. Prospects of aman excellent. Sugarcane and winter rice 
doing well. Oattle-disease reported from one village in outpost Joyrampur. Fodder and 
water sufficient, Price of common rice at Bankura 16 seers and at Vishnupur 15 seers 
per rupee. 

Midnapore.—Ttainfall at Sadar 11, Contai :47, Tamluk +12, Ghatal’-01. Weather 
cloudy. Prospects of winter rice good. Grass-hoppers appeared in some places in Dantun. 
Rat crops are being sown. Oattle-disease reported from some places in the Sadar 
subdivision. Fodder and water ample. QOommon rice sells as follows :— 


, Srs. ch. 

“tire aes wise ee 15 0 

lontai ve oe aes 18 0 

Tamluk nie in iad tor Hal (Sapa asc 
Ghatal a ae: ped 15 0 . 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘09, Sorampore ‘94, Jahanabad 14, Prospects of 
aman good. Rabi crops thriving well. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 03, Uluberia “04. Weather cloudy. Aman doing well. 
Sowing of radi continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at at seers 
per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘09, Barasat +08, Basirhat -20, Diamond Harbour 
‘11. Weather cloudy with cyclonic wind and occasional drizzling. Prospects of standing 
erops good, Cyclonic wind said to have caused slight damage to aman paddy in the Sadar 
subdivision. ‘Lands are under cultivation for radi crops. No cattle-disease. Fodder and 
water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— | 


8rs. ch. 

at aes ce aon 12 0 

arasa wes woe ne 14 8 
Basirhat re is coo. AB 1g! pen eapee, 

Diamond Harbour af) 12 18 


= emer pr ee 4 si ag ns ogee Se eeeaet 12, Ohuadanga -83, 
at ‘34. _ Weather cloudy and rainy. aes aman good. Sowing of rabs 
earned: Fodder and water sufficient, Pie common rice stationary. AR aCe 
me ee ae at Sadar ‘21, J at “74, Kew 3 Weather season- 
able. Prospects of aman good. Kalai doing wi wing of rabi continues, No cattl 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient, cameraman gs asi is 


Sadar ad < ove - 14 
Kandi es es vee 18 per rupee. 
Jangipur . ise Son 14 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°70, Thenida ‘91, a 212, Narail 1-11, Bangaon ‘36, 
n, 


Weather cyclonic, Sowing of rabi crops going o: rospects of aman good. No 
cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient, Common — sells Piao — 


Sadar tee oo oo 16 ; 
pee ii hii pe 18 
Magura 63 exe vs 17 rupee, 
Narail we ose seo 172 oo 


Bangaon he re - 18 


4 








ih padd: do he rainfall of the week has d uch good to 
n ly doing well. The rai of the we one m) to the standi; 8. 
Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells as follows :— ia 


rhat a0 aa se 16 20, 
atte ts Bde eR: 7 i sere 
Rajshahi.— Rainfall at Sadar ‘25, Nator -27, Naugaon ‘27. Prospects of EWE, 


crops good. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water plentiful. Common Tice sells at 
seers per rupee, 


inajpur.—Average rainfall -10. Woather gout ‘cooler. Standing crops good, 
No Bere Yoder and water plentiful, paar tice 15 seers ptt ahr Diaper 
town and 17 seers at Thakurgaon, ; 


Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar 06, Alipur Duars -17, Weather seasonable, Haimanti 
paddy doing well. Lands aro being ‘prepare? for tobacco. Common rice sells at 14} Siell 
arupee. Vodder and water sufficient, 


ecling.—Rainfall at jecling 44. Weather soasonable. Hills—Haimanti padd ; 
bara none eae kalai, awa barley and tori are doing well, Lerai—Haimanti patie: 
kalat, and sugarcane are doing well. Ooarse rice sells as fo ows :— 


Srs. 
Hills .... er or ae 9 
Terai ... ea rt ai io xe 18 { per rupee. 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 20 seers and at Kalimpong 82 seers per rupee. 
»—Rainfoll at Sadar nil, Gaibanda 49, Kurigram ‘09, Nilphamari_ nij- 


Rangpur : 
Sowing of rati crops and washing of jute going on. Prospects good. Fodder and water 
suficient, _ Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. Oattle-discase prevailing in 


’ 


Bogra -~Average rainfall +99. Prospects of crops good. Cultivation of rabi crops 
“going on. Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. “ 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘78, Sirajganj 1:10. Weather seasonable, cloudy in the: 


beginning of the week. Prospects of crops good. Prive of common rice 15 seers per rupee, 
Oattle-disease at Sara outpost. ie 
Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘89, Manik j 183, Munshiganj 1-26, Narayanganj 
1:16. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing sche good. Fodder available, No ialile. 
isease. Common rice 16 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°68, Netrokona ‘08. Weather cloudy, Prospects 
of crops good. “Health of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells at 
17 seers per rupee, * 

Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 872, Goalundo -99. Weather seasonable. Stato and 
Prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 15 seers per rupee. 


Rainfall at Sadar 7-67, Weather rainy and overcast, Prospects of 
crops fair. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Ti —Rainfall at Sadar 297, Brahmanbaria “62, Ohandpur 3:49. Weather cloudy 
and rainy. Prospects of aman favourable, Average price of common rice 174 seers per rupee. 


eat pali.Bainfoll st Sadar 7-06, Feni 9:40.  Prosposte of orops fair. Land is be; 
loughed for radi crops. Osttlo-disease at Chagalnaya abating. Modder and water em 
Doatins rice (aman) 1B dey and (aus) 18 seors per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall ‘ni Sadar 19: 42, Cox’s Bazar 1°67, Early winter rice oro 
damaged by excessive rain. Water and fodder sufficient. Common rico 14 seers per rupee. x 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:93, Barh 1/10, Bikram 2°38, Dinapur 1:05, Bihar 1:27, 
Hilsa 1:15. Rain has benefited all crops on the ground, and will greatly improve radi’ pros- 
pros which are now good. Sngarcane cutting and plou: hing for more rabi sowing continue, 

‘odder and water for cattle sufficient, Common tice in Patna sells at 16} seers per rupee, 





Sadar ‘94, Bagerhat 2°81, Satkhira 1:20. Weather variable. 


. 






Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar “42, Iahanabad 94, Aurangabad “32, Nawada ‘16, Rabi 
sowing going ou, Tain wanted for paddy crops. Sugarcane doing well. Common rice sells 
at 14 seers per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar. 2°00, Buxar ‘86, Bhabua ‘05, Sasaram -53. in to 
some extent useful to standing crops and radi sowings. Fodder and water abundant. 
Seventy-five cases of cattle-diseaso in Sasaram. Oommon rice selling at Sadar at 12 seers 
per rupee. ‘ 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘45. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowing going on. Rain 

will benefit paddy and improve of rabi, Average prices per rupee are—Common 

* rice 12 seers 10 chitaks and makai 13 seers 10 chitaks, against 14 seers 16 chitaks and 28 seers 
4 chitaks, respectively, the normal rates, 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Mctihari "10, Bettiah 21, Bagaha, ‘27 Ramnagar 67. The 
slight rain did some good to aghani rice, and facilitated radi sowings. Prospects coutinue 
fair. Price of common rice 144 seers and of maize 16 seers per rupee. 


M .—Rainfall at Sadar 2°31, Hajipur 405, Sitamarhi-28. Prospects fair. 
Rabi sowings in progress. Rice doing well. Prices are—Oommon rice 12 seers, wheat 12 
seers, barley 15 seers, makai 14 seers, gram 13 seers, rahar 14° seers, and marua 18 seers 
per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall et Sadar 3:14, Samastipur 8°70, Madhubani 1:48, Prospects of 
standing crops good. ‘The recent rain has greatly benefited the paddy crop. Preparation 
of lands for rahi continues. Fodder and water sufficiont.. No cattle-disease reported. 


Common rice sells at Sadar 124 seers per rupee. 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘73, Standing rg doing well. Rabi being sown. 
Rain urgently wanted. Cattle-pox reported from Ballia out-post in the Begusarai 
subdivision. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. Ok. 
Monghyr is op ee eee 
Deseret ove te. a oe rupee. 
Jamui oes eet ke 


Bhagalpur.— Weather seasonable; occasionally cloudy. Rainfall at Sadar +06, Banka 
‘08, Madhipura 80, Supaul 1:25. Standing crops doing well, but rain required for aghani 
paddy and rai sowings. Cattle-disease in Supaul and Banka, Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows :— 


. 


Srs. 
ar =e sen ae ie 
anka ck wae au 12 
Madhipura ik He ai l4 geet 
Supaul oe aba eae, *-| 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 9:06. Weather seasonable. Prospects of aghani crop good. 
Steoping and washing of jute nearly finished. tabi sowings going on well. No cattle- 
disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
“aren vas gee S00 16 
Kishanganj api vas «a “at 17 rupee. 
Araria ee 19 ANN 


fair ; latter part cloudy, ending with rain. Rabi sowing going on. Prospects of standing 
crops continue good. atile-disease reported from some H4e8 3 Coarse rice sells at 16 seers 
per rupee. Fodder and woter suflicient. 

Sonthal Parganas.—Avyerago rainfall ‘25. Orops all doing well. More rain would be 
welcome, but is not ny 8 2 Average prices are—common rice 13 seers 6 chitaks and maize 
19} seers por rupee. Oattle-discase in Jamtara and Rajmahal. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar -03, Jajpur ‘41, Kendrapora -95, Banki -08. Weather 
seasonable and cloudy. Laghu sarad maturing. Guru sarad in ear. — 6, radi, and 
turmeric thriving. Jute and cotton being harvested. Condition of generally good. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
Srs, ch, 
Sadar Hh ie epi A ids 


Jaipur Teeth a ei 7 1 ve 
ee ts i 43 a2 . 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘45, Shibganj :06, Gajol ‘15. Weather—first part of the week 








Lee sore.— Rainfall at Sadar “85. Weeding of i Aus is being 
ed. Sugarcane thriving well. speots of crops good except on high lands in A 

circle. ip of rabi crops commenced. Rico sells at 18} seers per rupee in the interior, 
and at 16 18 soers at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively.  Outtle-diseaso reported 
from places. Fodder and water sufficient. 


gs eH rain at Angul and Bisipara. Weather cloudy. Low land paddy doin 
well. bé still | Sown. Uommon rice sells at 16 seers per rupee at Angul and 12 ‘soa 
at Bisipara. i prevails.in Khondmals, 

Purii—Rainfalt at Sadar 40, Khurda +05. Weather cloudy, Laghu already 
withered, Prospects of sarad fair. Kulthi bei sown. Sugarcane thriving. Other miscel- 
— ae doing'well. .No cattle-disoase. Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice 
sells as follows :— 












Srs. Ch. 
—— ee ab ve - 0 

urda asi at nN 138 2 rupee. 
Interior of district... , ww 19.6 | ag = 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil. Weather scasonable. Continued drought causing injury 
to the paddy crops. Qommon rice sells at 114 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall -08. Weather seasonable. Paddy very seriously damaged by 
ht. Rabi sowing retarded. Rice sells at Ranchi 10 seers per rupee and in the interior 
18 seers. No cattle-diseaso. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall at Sadar 01, Hosenabad 2°00, Chattarpur ‘99, Ranka 46, Untari 
‘18. Weather seasonable. Slight rain also reported from some other laces except in south 
of district. Upland paddy dead. Lowland paddy dying. Rabi cultivation start at 
once where rain has fallen. Prices at Sadar are—Oommon rice 10 seers 11 chitaks, barley 
15} seers, wheat 10 seers 11 chitaks, mahua 83} seers, and: marua 16 seers 14 chitaks per 
rupee. ; 

Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar -01. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter 
rice an average crop. attle-disease reported from thanas Purulia and Topolianchi, Fodder 
and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 18 seors and at Gobindpur 
12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rain on 28th instant +10, More rain wanted for rabi crops. Rice 
sells at Chaibassa 14 seers por rupee. Average price in district—Oommon rico 154 seers, 

General Summary.—There was general, but very unevenly distributed, rainfall duri 
the week, excessive in Chittagong, where some damage was done to the rice. In the Patna 
Division much good was done to tho crops in M ur and Darbhanga, but the fall was 
too slight in the other districts to materially benefit the high-level rice. In the Chota 
Nagpur Division the fall did not exceed a tenth of an inch except in parts of Palamau. 
Consequently the rice is d ing, with serious consequences in Ranchi and Hazaribagh, which - 
with Singhbhum and Palamau will have very poor crops. Elsewhere the crops are flourish- 
ing, and the prospects of the spring crops have been mu improved by the rain. Tho price 
of common rice is almost stationary. Oattle are in good condition, there being plenty 
of fodder in every district. . 

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 


Of. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 


Revenve DeEParrMeEnt, 
The 31st October 1899, 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from _ 
22nd to 28th October 1899, - , 











Winn. 
r- 
z 3 Rain. Waaraen, 
7 Prevailing direo- 
HY tion, 
a 






1899, < Tnobes.| ° | ° "| * | © [tnohes 
Oot. | 22nd} 145-4) 9-7 | 20989 | 797) 89°) 16-8] 72-7 | 75-1 | 0811) 720 


» [Bra 148°) 77] 900] 808) 887) 145] 74-2) 744) -773] 715 
» {24th {1403} 8:0] +858] 789] 87-7] 172] 705} 726] ‘718| 698 


» [2th [Maret] 49] 878] 789! 876) 162] 715] 73-7) +768) 714 






ESE, SE, and calm Chiefly cloudy, ve 


», | 26th | 109%) Nil ‘899 | 766) 79°38) 5:4 | 744) 738) +777 | 71°6 |.85.| ESE, ENE, and E 







Cloudy, o, d, 


» | 27th | 984) Nil “861 | 749) 77°6| 4-4) 732) 732) 796) 704 ENE and NNE... 





Cloudy, 0, d. | 






» =| 28th | 1260) 05] 837) 762) 811] 91) 720) 73-8} +803) 72-6 N and NNW 


















The mean pressure of the seven days a ab sae see 29°881 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
* Office ose <0 soe ses soe $v 9-061 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... 3 8 aw 808 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine fed ne vee 79°8 
The mean temperature of the seven days wa oe see sae 77-9 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor- 
General’s Office 5 sea oy ees ase 795 
"The extreme variation of temperature bss eas <a fee 190 
The maximum temperature be one vos oes tay 89°5 
The highest velovity of the wind in one hour __... ws a aK or 
° 
The mean meni promeritad . oe 5, oh en tak 83 
The aver relative humidity the corresponding period for 24 — 
Garreyonttensent Office... ce Fh Se see lg 78 


The total fall of rain from 22nd to 28th October 1899... ‘0-09 


3 eee iss 0-09 
_ The a fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s - 

ce yack ees ub et sos one 1°76 

The total fall from Ist January to 28th October 1899 e ¥ . 7198 


The — fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-Goneral’s 
The mean pressure, temperature, &o., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 

and from observations made at Gh. 10h. ‘16h., and 22h, r. 
maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self- istering thermometers. All the 
gran a verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard: constractod and verified at the 


, The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 86 

ae a gay: 

ee grometric e ts are obtai ‘ables ITI, IV, and V of the official tables ted in 

| the Meteorological Office, and based on gga ificatic of August’s formula. eerie 

__‘The Girections and the movement of @ wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
ground. 









The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the 
_&, dew; =, fog; o, overcast; d, drizzling rain. 
‘ergoROLOGICAL Orvicr, Govr. or Inpia, : G. W. Kuouurr, 
; ‘aloutta, the 0th October 1809. For Meteoroloyizal Reporter to the G 

Be dea niin. ii hie ; 












Approwimate Return - of Trafic for the week ending Saturday, the 28th Sate 2008, 
48 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year 


‘Waar sapie parenDey; SER | Wann crete saronpar, THE 
NATURE OF Canco, , 


Mumberct 


Weight of Number of | Weight of |, 
age Tollage. boats. ne Tolinge, 


















Mads. Rs. 
Rice and ly ws 1,72,335 2,721 
Jute iy — 1376 
Other articles a 1,971 
Total 6,849 








Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the Bengal Central Railway during the acath of 
August 1899, as compared with the same month of previous year. 






Up. | Down, 


Up. | Down. | ssi. | 20s 





Ooaland Coke carried for the Publie and 
Cotton, raw ss ues wte tee 


Sonlle = > = 


; 
Z 
; 
i 





Wh ore, 

Rice in the husk ow 
Do, not in the husk ... 

Jawar and bajra wee 
‘and p! o 





Hides and Skins— 
Hides of cattle— 
or tanned a 


Raw ee eee) “ . 
Skins of sheep, &c.— 
Dressed or tanned =, ase wee 
Hora Raw Pr TT) 
Hemp and other sine saa 


"ie 
Gunny-! bags | a (lg ceo os wok 


Stick 
Bhell ee 
Leather, manufactured a us 


and beer 
Spit of all kinds, including country spirit 


All other sorts, including toddy and fer- 
mented liquor, other than ale and beer 


Brass, ditto wee 
Copper, wrought a ee 
Brass, ditto ... pr” tea: | ste 
Iron and steel— 
Cast nee oo ow 
pewres ht we ote 
er 
Minufectures ot iron nd steel ts aan 
Others .. ww ewe 


Kerosine ose oe nee te 


8s sch asa ae esl Ogee ek 
Mustard and rape ota 
bers ” “ i “ 





mor or jinjili eae ne 
poppy ee ee) or 

ute ,. ws awe 

Castor aw oe <a 
Others... ~ 
Opium eee az 





Paper and Pasteboard 4. aw 
Provisions— 
a) 


hee Ce ee 
Dried ruits and nuts .4 se eww 
Others a, aes tee toe th ote 








Tons, 
1,84 
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3,316 


Carourra, the 28th Ootober 1899. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 30th September 1899 on 1,710'53 miles open. 











OoacHine TRa¥¥IC. Menceeersse and MINBEAL 





Number of Coaching 
passengers. | receipts. 





















‘) ™. yim Pr iP i Rs. A.P. 
r the week a 814,080 © an. u o 48,65,080 0 22,083 0 0 asrerite us 

pot rail we thal ra ase 47 se00ne 21 1 47 18 

= 73:94, 800_ *39,08,076 9 0 14,04,04,886 30 | t87,96,001. 6 0} $2,00,727 0 0 1,20,09,406 150 _S119,940 $1,905,700 | $8,058,049 
eal te 13) weeks ~7330,049 Bows 40 69,08,606 99 97,80,681 10 0} 2,91,760 0 0 |1,49,48,608 14 0 "T285, 620, 2,086,729 | 3,392, 58 

OOMPARIBON, in Paap: 5 CE AROS. Raa, Ryze te 

1 tor corresponding week 
r mil vot tail correspond 















201,283) | 2,88,01912 5 |  43,68,732 0 18,646 15 9 | 10,19,585 9 7] 










kof previous year... enveee 160 4 4 stews 1015 0 GOT 15 0) sense pee) ae 
corresponding 139 
provioun yesr 8,985,108 | 88,01,617 2 S| 6)12,00,282 20 | 91,64094 11 7] 9,07,700 10 8 |1,88,08,058 8 6 1,218,311 | 9,097,180 | g2493 


increase is due to movements of , chiefly {rom stations on “ A” districts to and from to stations on * A,’ * L,"" “Be 
om } The verse = inary mara i dese of f forgo from almost all the principal fr belies Ba ean al ae Pl ora B" districts, 


ingore &, on int of difference bet’ the and audi 
Bean Boal “bia » 2 ih 1th to 20th August 1899.) sprit os vee for the weoks ended 
Audited figures up to the week ended 26th August 1899, 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 7th October 1899 on 1,710°53 miles open. 


Coacnine TRavyic, | Mancmampuen ax Minzray TRAFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
Other earn’ 
(estimated) Tota! earnings,| ——————_____ 


Number of Merchan- 
once | aa Total, 


passengers, 







Conch Weight 





| ont 

































to ore AP, Mos. 6. Ra. A. P. Re. a. P, Rs, A. P. 
a a 

oop ph ged ow penn bao 5 0}. 46,91,734 30 | 9,39,448 12 0) bins} 4 0 

mile of rai) i, ae oo 8 5 











Por previous 13} week of baif- 
a FORE yy oo 


Total {or i4} weeks .., 


__ 4,289,080 42,26,218 4 0) 5,48,58,895 30 _97,30,681 10 9 10 S170 00 1,42, 48,056 14 0 4 0 


~h.071, 948 45,80,251 9 0| 5,00,60,680 20 |1,00,70,1 1,06,70,190 6 0 6 0 “$19,859 00 1,86,73,018 159 16 0 


OoMPARIBON, 
for corredponding week 
Ss 
corres ing. 14 
previous year 





809,927 5,06,878 13 0} —45,26,334 80) 8,282,096 18 7,476 3 1) 11,46,451 1 
aie 179 15 castes 432 2 10 40 O72 612) as oe 
¢ 4,245,695 | 41,098,405 15 3) 5,58,22,617 10 | 99,65,731 8 20] 285,182 13 9 |1,44,50,410 6 1 ase 2,186,248 oun 














increase is due to “ Doorga Poojah” traffic and movements of pilgrims from a to stat pelt adiate hd “ B” districts, 
(3) the ‘The increase is in heavy upward despatch of food-grains {\om almost all the princi viations on Be ©, D and duteiow a 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 30th September 1899 on 22:29 miles open. 


MERORANDION AND MINBRAL 
OCoacnIne TRAFIC, Tuarric. 


pa nny Keene 


TRAVPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 











Number of 
passengers. 





—— |Other ————————— 
(occa |Ttatoaraine, SN WS 
Coaching. dine, ‘Total, 




















Re, a.P. Mops, 8, Rs, a. P. Re, a. Pp. Re, a. Pp, a 
17,74 0998 14,326 30 495.13 0 900 4,504 
soseee ett a 2113 8 066 208 10 H fide 


71,60,017 20] 5,215 12 0 108 0 0 9s 56,020 3 0] 18,598 


$21 9 0; aT oo “wale o| ior 









18,0004 | 4,204 5 293 2 0 676! 450314 8 1,128 
ae 189 2 13 8 0 048 a a 
242,040; | 88,075 1 9 4,256 11 0 8 1 0/ 5042018 9| — 14,008 





No. of 1,925 and a, ~ 
Naa. and DU Aug Tanee Between the approximate and audited figures for the woeks ended 190 





_ TARKESSUR "RAILWAY. 
Sui Sealey Trafic for week ended 7th October 1899 on 22°28 miles open, 





“TRAYVIO TRAIN-MILES ROX, 
Total - 
earnings. 












om ¥ 0 1,096 92 


00,614 3 0 14,631 






208 0 axe ra a 
es 13} weeks of Seas 933,136 5701 9 






——|/— 
15,727 
—_——— 








DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 30th September 1899 on 162:24 miles open. ’ 


4 ; See 


















MERCHANDISB AND MinERaL 
Coactine TRarric, ‘TRavyic, 







Coaching 
receipts, 







i WO nas 14,680 16,046 1 “4 29,103 12 0 
free mile of Hiei 814-6) "80 17912 1 | 
Reprvione 12) sy weeks of haif-year 8,41,069 4 0 





















‘Total for 13} weeks 


os 










—_—__ 
8738 0 0} 3,70,283 0 0 
$e 


——_|—— 






ComPaRison, 


‘Nel for ‘corresponding wock ot 16,475 16,048 7 2 


spine pa railway correspon: onsen 104 611 
he pa cloart eno ding 


Teal for 3} 227, 80,989 11 6 
corresponding 13} weeks 1 pa 
porous year. — 


72,277 0 11,652 4 0 “ns 
snes 118 2 065 












| ee ee aces ae | 
7,88,102 10 | 1,10,651 5 “4 720 4 6| 8,01,361 5 6 


‘ito BP gr lw be 
ited Sguses wp tothe wes puted Sth Anpuaiions 





Bs, 1,535 
1a onset tnecee between the approximate and audited figures for the weeks ended 19th 
and 26th o) 





DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of Trafic Sor the week ended 7th October 1899 on 162°24 miles open. 





















Coacnine Travyio, Munomaxpisy axp MixeuAt TRavPic TRAIN-MIZRS RUN. 
i z (eotinnated)" [Pt earnings, 
‘ Namberat | Coaching | Weight | SR 








Rs. 4. P. 
tomo 78 
10815 0 


Mods. 8, Re. a, P, 
94,440 10 





Rs. a. P, Rs. a, P, 


1 br 600 1,185 138 0 
ees ae 15 10 068 a By 
lagen atm 2,13,482 19 0 —_31,00,838 20° 10 | 1,58,087 4 0 873 0 0} 3,70,233 0 0 


36180 2,380,467 12 0 ™72;08,005 20 | 1,70,020 1 0 941 0 0} 401,418 13 0 
| ————_———_ —_ 



























17,844 | 18,208 5 4 82,924.10) 13,718 9 1 8014 0 
pony U2 3B] sews % 811 080 
2,44,0054 | 2,08,198 010] — §,21,026 20 1,94,300 14 7 


$2,007 12 5 
17 47 
801 2 6 18,9330 111 


> 





68,600 146 0 | 2,72,014 20° 


* rail corre: 
week ‘OY previous 


for Even weoks | pa 





of 63 and deducted Re. 
Mis 20107 and m5 "srt on, oe scoount of diflerencd between the spproximate and audited figures for tho weeks ended 19th 


and 26th August 1899, 
I eceinse 3 te rok ate il 1899, 


SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 7th October 1899 on 78°83 miles open, 





CoacmisG TRavyic. CELA sD MisERar 


TRAVFIO TRAIN-MILES RUE. 






: Weight 
Paseenert® | Receipts. | caveiy’ | Receipts. 


No, Rs. a. P, Mops. 5. Rs, a. P 
18,298 188 10 0| 87,565 30 818 0 0 
a, ile estas # v2 ne: ™ 48 611 
of half-year] 113,406 53,690 14 0 | 2,72,014 20 22,858 2 0 


Total for 18} weeks .., | 125,704 59,874 8 0} 3,09,680 10 





Rs, 4, P. 
10,015 10 0 
127 010 











traMc for the week a 
mile of rail 
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EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Ixctupixe N. B., Dacca, K.-D., axp Assam-Braaz Szotions.) 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 834 mites open. 












s MsRCHANDISR AND MINBRAL 
Ooacurme TRayvic, TRarvio. Other earnings, 


Number of Coaching 
passenge receipte. Weight carried. | Receipts. 


TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILBS BUS. 








Coaching. | — | Tori 















ite | “Mio 8 
13,89,054 00 


14,638,508 6 
—— 


406 | as. | 0 

oo anne I 

__1168,07,457 0 | 82,06,438 00 isaee, oh alae _ a1, 880 626,004 | 1,167,094 
1,240,836 


en00,777 0. 0 | 85,009,208 0 0 2.57,879 0 0° 285,181 00 0 eras 





3,007,605 
8,172,855 








212,289 | 1,293,029 0 0 
268 140 0 0 


11,71,806 9 | 2,49,131 0 0 
1,421 0 302 0 0 














Roza = Desease i coin enone due to oe nen week last yout, 
t Audited ag up to 2 Sopteuber 1800, : 















RN -DACCA STATE RaLWay, 
| Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 


ee 






86 miles open. 


es 


Coacuine Travrio, MARSEAND IES AND MINBRAL TRarvic TRAIN-MIZES num 


‘RAYPFIO, 








Other Total Z y 
earnings, earnings, rr 

Number of Coachi: Weight M © 
passongers. | receipte? ied, Receipts, Couching, | Merehan 


iso, | ‘Tota 
ul 
Mos. 8. Ra. ar. Rs. ar. Re a.p. @. 
67,200 0/ 5,630 0 0 130 0 0] 11,950 0 0 473 | 2,048 
"78a 0 6 00 200 180 0 0 ~ we as 
512,563 0 | 42.004 0 0/ 2586 0 0| 1,88,573 0 0] — 89,353 


22,509 | 60,sez 


4714 0 0 | 1,170,023 0 0] 40,851} 94,557] @n,a8e7 
Fs trad re 


a | a | | 


24,200 9,104 0 0 48,012 0 











4,923 0 0 % 00 14,122 0 0 4,352 2,860 4,719 
281 106 0 0 558 0 7 0 0 100 1640 0 “a pon 
$71,083 | 1,12,497 0 0 4,59,158 0 89,693 0 0 3,177 0 0) 1,565,297 0 0 78,700 83,314 72,016 


tt 
» Audited up to 2nd September 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWay. 


Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 33 miles open, 

































































= =—==z 
OoacHING Trarrre, Mascmampem arp MineRar | TRAP¥IC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
other carnins| Total — 
inclu erry,| earnings, 
a coung, | Me™| so 
Jf 
Rs, A. P. Mos. 6. Bs. a. P. Ra, a. Rs, a. Py, 
90 0 0 10,4% 0 40 0 0 w 00 1,330 0 0 ; 
2700 318 0 13 0 0 we woo 7m oo er J 
11,959 0 0 85,279 0] 3,500 0 0 7300) 15,532 0 0 7,417 13,005 20,428 
33,680 00] essteo 0 | ama 0 Ol es pp | 8 
12,869 0 0 65,760 0 3,020 0 0 8 0 0] 16802 0 0] 817 13,169 21,346 
ne ae 7 | TS | 
sosaue 1,37 0 0 0 9 pee 0 0 | he ag! 628 
vaness 2 0 200 aie 200 a ie ‘a 
venane 1,871 0 Ce) inns odo ws B28 7) 
§. 
* Audited up to gud September 1809, Us 
BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 24°75 miles open 
Se ’ == SSS 
Mascmanrren sap Muvxnay, | TRAP¥IC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
Rieti tie. Other Total Pe 
earnings, earnings, 


Weight carried.| Receipts. Voaching. Mershan- Total, 


Mps. 8, Rs. a. p. 

6,190 6 270 0 

210 0 neo 

1,12,188 0 7,408 0 0 
yada 





0 0 0 
200 
















rt 
* Includes hallast train-miles 964. 
t Audited up to 2nd September 1699. 


























coun are |S eee 








r r needing 
i of | Conch: Weight 4 
Bio cies ae be D | Reooipts. | 
Ra. a. P. Mos. 8. Ra. A. P, Re, A. P. Ra, a. P. 
week 1,970 840 0 0 14,000 0] 1,680 0 0 400 00 
Rete ee “ail ) 250 0 452 0 6100 ii (ire 00 
Tate ee nw] 2898 | 9970 0 0/ 2089 0] 9180 0/ iso 0} man oo 
fw Tots) tor 16 weeks ...) 30,213 | ‘10,814 0 0 1,235,031 0| 11,506 0 0} 1,911 0 0] 23,7 0 0 
= Comparison, 
ne ‘Total correspond: week 
i of prpvons rar Se ead ae 1,867 636 0 0 5818 0] 38900! 17000] 1216 0 0 a 
. Per of railway correspond- 
' ng week of previous year os nm 3 0 0 a 0 1700 ecsoee woo de0eee pa 
wpe Tota: correspond) ol 
Bux previous your on ms Pr 19,554 6,806 0 0 63,310 0 6,088 0 0 1,688 0 0 14,672 0 Os 2,505 8,866 
Hates 
a 
: Nadi 
| Ger sy Rit Tolan Tealeventien 284, 
I t Audited up to 2nd Septewber 1899, 
Hy BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. ~ 
Fr Approximate Return of Trafic and mileage for the week ended 14th October 1899 om 139 miles open. 
CoacHING TRAFPIC, ta rior Mrvenas.! TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES Ros, 
Number of hi Weight 
Pemengers. | foosipta’. | carried, | Receipts 
Re. A. P. Mos, 6. 
| Rotal traffic tor the does wo] 80,858 15,009 0 0 1,12,71 0 
* Or per mile of railway 234 +15 0 0 883. 0 
b ae 14 weeks of hnif- 





of previous year lel 20,580 11,909 0 0 1,534,086 0 
Per mile of railway correspond- 
sie pra nbelny fgg 237 9 0 0 1,073 0 
correspondin ‘ 
of ‘ious year <a 486,798 | 1,066,769 0 0 10,9947 0 
a 


or “ oo 456,108 1,774,540 0 0 
Total for15 weeks =... 486,460 | 1,809,519 0 0 









11,609,617 0 | 1,29,850 
12,92,388 0 | 1,49,890 











* Audited up to 2nd September 1£99, 
t Coaching traffic calculated on 130 miles only. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 14th October 1899 on 1,085 miles open, 






Coacuine TRAFFIC. SIRENS AnD. Minexan TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES 2B 
 eoteteteneresyetpnsenunseiicentiishe: |p ani taninietibeleninebinii ddan tawatiteiadtlaS (eine 
Pumper of | Recoipss. ots Jol | Reosipts. | stoum-boek + | Coa in, | Consnine.| Mahony 
Re, Mos. Re. Rs, Res. 
Total traffic for the week on 
1,085 miles open owes 47,830 (a)7,08,450 api (@)15,280 (a)1,20,830 
Sree mile of Cro ae ~ 408 64834 10s 11°36 
previous 14) 8 of balf- 
yearic) we ~ ” 6,60 83 82,05,842 ey 2,05,384 


ComPanisom, 
‘Total for corresponaing week of 
Previous rar on 026 males open $7,819 8,08,635 84,027 7,708 
Per ol railway Correspond- 
t B, of Labels ed year oa 40°35 836°06 8743 833 
mays smog 583,010 | 39,21,200 7,17,059 170,071 





Total for 15} weeks aw 7,16,888 89,00,292 J0,16,702 2,20,614 
| a a | a ee a | 





cscs greene a LO ie ON Sets Ed Ie Pe Ml 
- mM rng tuereese ka dno to hg increased mileage and tho traffic belng abnormally low last year owing to breaches in the line on the Tirhut Section. 


8,062 miles of ballast trains run on open line. 
3. Sha 


— 









al} 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the woek ending 21st October 1899 on 1,085 miles open. 





Ooacnine Trarvic, 





MERCHANDISE AND MingRar 
‘TkaPvio, 











$$ _ ewtiratea xa, |— 
“Namber of | Ooaching Weight | Reveipla | a at. 









receipts, 













Re. Rs. 


Total tratfic for the week on 1,085 
a 1,450 
“= orsa | MGS 


Parprovious is) eels “at hail 


Mas, Re, Re, Rs, 
23, 580 1 ‘a1, 
y wor (oye Ma «eer ” as 
















year (0) wa. o 1,946,780 711,504 10,06,452 2,109,943 19,387,989 
——— oe es | ere 
Total for 16} weeks —_,., 2,060,180 | 7,60,044 10,765,082 * 2,84,773 20,60,849 
—— |e fa 
ComParison, 
‘Total for eck of 





Increase is di to increased mi) ‘and the traffic bei: low last in the | the Tirh 

fe a ts a ent 
” y em le 

4 4 3,058 miles of ballast tratne ran grea pe 






section. 


$2. 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 14th October 1899 om 377 miles open for all descriptions of Trafic and an 
additional 11 miles Sor goods and parcels traffic only. 






TY 
CoacmiNe Travric, MERCHANDISE aap Miveran 





herearnings! potas 
(estimated). | Total 





Receipts, 






Re. ap. Mos. 6, Rs. ap. 
Total trate forthe week —_,,, 23,054 16431 0 0 245,208 0/ 15,829 0 0 
Or ile of railway..." 6115 43°58 632°18 40°80 
Yor previous 1s: wesks ot haf 


eee cease 1,76,957 0 0 0! 1,82,199 0 0 
303,907 987 34,02,313 












> Total for 15 weeks on 827,021 1,983,383 9 0 36,47,581 0 
eee tettacmntes enema etn 
; Comranison, 
‘Total for corresponding week 
nebitvious year -s 3 21,895 1,896 0 0 2,390,057 0 
{uk Week of provious year os 75°33 41°89 815'89 
to corresponding date of 


281,006 1,50,085 0 0} 37,7646 0 





9,020 0 0} 3,31,306 0 0} 41,718 
* Includes audited figures for wook ending and September 1600. 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 


Approximate Statement of Gross Reovipts of the Assam- Bengal Railway. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON EXCISE ADMINISTRATION 
IN THE LOWER PROVINOES FOR 1898-99. 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT—SEPARATE REVENUE, 
Dated Darjeoling, the Ind November 1899. 


RESOLUTION—No. 8447.F. 
Reap— 
The R of the Commissioner of Excise for the year 1898-99 with the observations 
of the Board of Revenue. 

Mr. K. G. Gupra held the office of Excise Commissioner throughout the 
ear. He had immediately under him three Deputy Collectors, one as his 
ersonal Assistant, and two as Travelling Inspectors of Excise. In 18 districts, 

14 of which have central distilleries, the exciso administration was in char 
of Special Deputy Collectors, while in 26 districts ordinary Deputy Collectors 
Were in charge of excise in addition to their regular duties. Sub-Deputy 
Collectors were in charge of the nine most important distilleries, the remainder 
being in charge of non-gazetted officers. ta: the executive branch of the 
subordinate establishment, and among the clerks in tho office branch, the 
numbers remained the same as in the previous year, viz., 201 and 141, 
respectively; while four of the old excise darogas were replaced by men of a 
Superior class, 





2. Inspections.—The tours of the Excise Commissioner occupied 121 day 


8, 
and the Inspectors of Excise were on tour for 238 and 252 days, respectively. 
Every district and distillery and every depdt open throughout the year was 
visited by the Excise Commissioner himself or by one of his Inspectors, Most 
of the ganja warehouses, and a large number of outstills and excise shops, 
were also inspected, while all but 16 subdivisions in the province were visited 
by the Inspectors, With regard to inspections ty Collectors, it is reported that 
the Sadar Excise offices in Muzaffarpur’ and Darbhanga were not inspected 
at all, and that the distillery in Dumka, which had not been inspected 
once in the previous year, was again not inspected during the year under 
review as often as the rules require. In 14 out of the 18 istricts, in which 
Special Deputy Collectors were employed, the prescribed minimum of touring 
(150 days) was attained. In Darbhanga and Ranchi, where the deficiency was 
most conspicuous, the Board state the explanations received are not car araptes: 
For Deputy Collectors of the ordinary staff, who are employed on excise wor ; 
the minimum period of touring is fixed at 90 days; in 17 out of 26 districts, 
the prescribed amount of touring was done, the deficiency in the remaining 
nine districts varying from 10 days in Bankura to 77 in Singhbhum. The 
reasons generally given for insufficient tours are the paucity of officers at head- 
quarters, the exigencies of judicial or other work, and the ill-health of the 
officers concerned, In two districts, Manbhum and Birbhum, where the touring 
was insufficient in 1897-98, as well as in 1898-99, the Deputy Collectors who 
were in charge for the greater part of both years were Mr, W. A. Mackenzie 
and Babu Bisvesvar Bhattacharji. The explanations given of the short tours 

erformed by these officers are insufficient. The Board will be requested to 
insist on the prescribed minimum being fully worked up to in future. 

3. Revenue and charges, The excise revenue was, as in previous years, 
realised from fees on Conines for the wholesale and retail sale of distilled and 
fermented liquors and drugs, distillery fees, and duty on the actual quantity of 
country rum, country spirit prepared in central distilleries, opium, and hemp 
drugs that passed into consumption. Duty on imported liquors is an item of 
the Imperial Customs revenue. The following statement shows the gross excise 
revenue, the charges, net revenue, and percentage of charges on gross revenue 
for the last five years :— 


eS 


Period. | Revenue. Charges. | Net revenue. | prt of 


arges. 

1 heed | 8 | 4 | 6 

eee 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1894-95 1,25,67,855 6,387,858 1,19,29,997 6°07 
1895-96 + | 1,33,77,705 6,74,582 1,27,03,123 6°04 
1896-97 os] 1,84,10,677 6,83,351 1,27,27,226 6:09 
1897-98 o |  1,27,48,059° 6,77,203* 1,20,70,856* 63 
1898-99 o. |  1,84,27,228 6,74,503 1,27,52,725 602 
Difference of the +6,79,169 —2,700 +6,81,869 —28 


past two years, 


TEE 


* Revised figures, 


In order, however, to obtain the true figures for the net revenue derived 
from excise, there should be added to the charges here given Rs, 12,308 on 
account of refunds, and Rs. 5,565 for the excess of rewards distributed over 
fines realised, the latter of which are credited not to excise, but to Law 
and Justice. This raises the expenditure to Rs. 6,92,376 and reduces the 
net revenue to Rs, 1,27,34,852 against Rs, 1,20,46,526 in 1897-98, Thus 
in place of the large reduction in the receipts which was noted last year, 
& considerable advance, not only on the revenue of the previous year 
but on the receipts of 1896-97, has now to be recorded, adding another to the 
many proofs of the prompt return of the province to prosperity since the late 
famine. Calculated on the population ascertained at the Census of 1891 (after 
allowing for natural increase at the rate of seven per thousand per annum), the 
incidence of excise revenue per head of population during the year under 


. 
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of sale did not increase in proportion to the quantities which were ultimately sold. The 
consumption of each of those articles had received a check during the previous , and it) 
was not to be expected that the vendors, with their 15.948 of that year, wo’ offer very 
high foes for the shops during the year und er report. e license fees operate as a check on | 
sudden fluctuations in revenue, and the loss sustained td the vendors by an unforeseen 
decrease in the consumption of one year is recouped by the lower fees which they pay in 
succeeding years. ' 

6. In the following statement the sro excise revenue of the past five | 
years is classified according to the articles from which it is derived :— =~ 





ARTIOLES oF Excisn, 


1898-99 COMPARED WITH 
Revenvg, | 1897-98. 





1896-96. | 1896-97, 1897-98, | 1898-99, Increase. | Decrease. 















Country spirit vw | 55,61,516 | 59,11,840 | 60,80,462 | 55,81,012¢ | 60,97,798 

empath 5 | aisgioa7 | 4368;206 | 418,780 | 4314/6865 16,618 he i 

Imported liquors 2381,588 | 287,998 | 294,490 | -2,91,635 8,06,350 14,715 ae 

Ber .. wn 538 485 607 726" 5,449 4,723 a 

Tori... 9,97,852 } 10,24,081 | 10,10,481 | 10,14,265* | 10,28, 219 13,954 me 

Pachwai ewe | 8,82,886 | 4,839,284] 4,483,481 | 8,70,848 446,441 75,598 ee 

7 Ra 15,888 17,985 19,591 19,932 22, 2126 bre 

Bidhi, eabsi or bhang ad 55,304 69,498 65,564 64,088 67,240 8,157 ‘ 

SERGOOD san ea” Seaas - taee 2,119 1,710 1,495 1,482 1,493 ab 

Madake-sss > sas *veco + ne 89'439 77,382 Po 5 5 

‘Chandu on: de 27,624 30,360 ost 

Spirits used in arts 890 09 12 194 

Ganja s,s 24,92,755 | 26,80,819 ; 27,31,522 | 26,657,452 ; 27,20,140 62,688 

Opium 3. 22/13,721 | 28,65,129 325,803 | 23)18,59) 24,01;026 82,428 
isoollanoous .. 12146 18, 17,862 | 13,240 16,086 1,846 





1,27,48,059° | 1,34,27,228 | 7,768,281 99,052 
a ee) 
Not incroase ... 6,79,169 


Total... | 1,25,67,855 | 1,83,77,705 | 1,84,10,579 





* Revised figures, 


The above statement shows that country spirits continue to bring in the 
largest revenue, and that the chief increase pa the year occurred under this 
head. Taking the percentage of revenue under each head on the total 
excise revenue, country spirits stand first with a ahem of 44+8, followed 
by hemp drugs (21'7), opium (187), tari (7°4), pachwad (2-9), and run (2°3). 
This order is the same as that of the preceding year, except that pachwai and 
rum have changed places, the revenue from the former having exceeded that 
from rum during the past year. 

7. Current settlements.—The settlements for the current year, as made up 
to the end of May last, show a marked increase of Rs. 7,33,102 as compared 
with the previous year, and this has been shared by all the divisions in the 

rovince. The most marked increase occurred in the Chota Nagpur Division 
. 2,55,463), followed by the Patna’ (Rs. 2,05,022) an Presidency 
Rs. 1,08,213) Divisions. The improvement is undoubtedly owing to the 
cessation of scarcity and the bountiful harvests of the past year which have 
resulted in the settlement ofa larger number of licenses and enhanced fees 
during the current year. 

8. Country spirit—Country spirit forms the chief source of excise revenue 
in Bengal. Its manufacture and sule are carried on under two systoms— 
the fixed duty or central distillery and the outstill system. The central distil- 
leries aro maintained by Government; stills are worked within them by 
distillers, and the liquor is passed out, after the levy of the distillery fee and 
the duty, for sale at licensed shops. The distillery “fee, which is levied at 
the rate of 24 annas per London-proof gallon, except in certain metropolitan 
districts where tho rate is 1 anna per gross gallon, is taken as a contribution 
to the cost of the establishments, and as rent for the use of the premises. 
Duty is levied at varying rates, ranging from Re. 1-14 to Rs, 5 per London- 
proof gallon for different districts. Outstills, on the other hand, are licensed 
at monthly fees, no separate duty being charged. The central distillery 
system is in force throughout the Burdwan Division, except in certain wild 








tracts of Bankura and Miduapore, and also throughout the Presidency, Dacca, 
‘and Orissa Divisions, with the exception of the hilly tracts of Cuttack 
along the frontier ‘of the Garhjat States, and in the Sonthal Parganas district, 
In the Patna Division and the districts of Monghyr, Bhagalpur, and part of 
Hazaribagh, a dual system of central distilleries and outstills is maintained, the 
areas served by the distilleries being defined, and outstills being placed at such 
distances as to minimise the risk of smuggling of outstill liquor into those areas, 
In the Rajshahi and Chittagong" Divisions, in the Chota Nagpur Division, except 
a small portion of Hazaribagh and-Manbhum, and in the ti 





istricts of Purnea 
_ and Malda of the Bhagalpur Division, the outstill system alone is in force. 

Of the total revenue from country spirit, Rs. 31,05,315 was contributed 
by central distilleries under the three. heads of license fees (Rs. 10,783,628), 
still-head duty (Rs. 19,67,440), and distillery fees e 64,247), and 
Rs. 29,92,478 by outstills, the former showing an increase of Rs, 3,65,252 and 
the latter of Rs. 1,51,529 over the receipts of the previous year. The number 
of outstills sanctioned rose from 2,096 in 1897-98 to 2.104 in the year under 
review, and the number sottled from 2,018 to 2,076, while the number of shops 
sanctioned for the sale of distillery spirits fell from 1,199 to 1,190, and the 
number settled from 1,193 to 1,186. The increase in the number of outstills 
open during the year is due to the re-opening of outstills in the wilder parts 
of Cuttack where they had been closed for some time owing to the introduction 
of the distillery system, and to the fact that a large number (78) of the 
sanctioned number of outstills had remained unsettled in the previous year 
owing to the famine. Inthe Burdwan Division there was an increase of 
revenue in Burdwan, Birbhum, Hooghly, and Howrah, against a decline in 
Bankura and Midnapore, the net increase being Rs. 23,906. The increase 
was largest in Hooghly, where the employment of a special detective 
force has resulted in increased consumption of duty-paid liquor. The increase 
in the consumption of duty-paid liquor in Bankura, which has a bad name for 
illicit dealings, was not maintained during the year under review. The 
Presidency Division shows an increase in revenue of Rs. 2,19,294 shared by all 
the districts, Caleutta alone contributing Rs. 1,80,046. In the Rajshahi 
Division with the districts of Purnea and Malda, a small increase of Rs. 858 was 
obtained. The Dacca Division shows an increase in revenue of Rs. 9,302, 
which is shared by all the districts except Faridpur, In the Chittagong 
Division, where the consumption of spirits is very limited, the revenue rose 
during the year by Rs. 3,961. 

The Patna Division, which for excise purposes is taken to include the districts 
of Monghyr, Bhagalpur, and Hazaribagh, feds under the dual system of central 
distilleries and outstills, yields the largest revenue from country spirits; the 
amount realised in the past year being Rs, 20,81,267 against Rs. 18,95,726 in 
1897-98, the increase occurring in both the distillery and outstill areas. 
Four of the five districts in the Bh alpur Division have already been discussed, 
and there remains only the Sonthal Parganas, from which an increase of 
Rs, 11,001 in revenue is returned. he Orissa and Chota Nagpur Divisions 
have also returned an increase of Rs. 12,264 and Rs, 50,654, respectively. 

Before the re-introduction of the distillery system generally in Bengal, 
the revenue from country spirits was (with the exception of one year, 1883-84) 
highest in 1887-88 (52 lakhs), after which it, a re to decline, till it stood at 
45 lakhs in 1890-91. In 1891-92 it commenced to rise steadily till 1896-97, 
when it reached Rs, 60,80,000. In 1897-98 it receded to Rs. 55,851,000, owing 
to the famine, but made a complete recovery during the — under review, 
the figure standing dt nearly Rs. 60,€8,000, “In last year’s Resolution, reference 
was made to the relative consumption of outstill and distillery liquor in different 
districts of the Province and the proportion of revenue brought in by vend 
license fees compared with duty, which had led the Government of India to 
infer a widespread prevalence of illicit distillation and sale and the smuggling 
of outstill liquor into distillery tracts. The Supreme Government suggeste 
the adoption of certain measures to safeguard the excise revenue from country 
inits, and the matter has been engaging the attention of the Board and the 
ocal Government. The final conclusions of this Government are held in 
abeyance, pending a further report from the Board. Meanwhile, as an outcome 








of this correspondence, an experiment is being tried in the districts of Bankura 
and the Sonthal Parganas, which have a bad reputation for illicit dealings, by. 
which distillery liquor is coloured red in order to facilitate the detection of 
outstill liquor when smuggled into distillery areas. 

In accordance with the desire expressed by Government last year, the 
Excise Commissioner has incorporated in the present report a statement showing 
the consumption of outstill and distillery liquor in different, districts of the 
Province, the incidence of taxation per head, and the proportion of revenue 
brought in by vend license fees compared with duty. He prefaces his remarks 
by the statement that the figures of consumption of outstill liquor are based 
on information furnished by the licensees and by inspecting officers, and are — 
almost valueless for purposes of close comparison. If any value whatever ke 
attached to them, they would seem to show that the incidence of revenue is no 
greater in the distillery than in the outstill areas, though the distillery system 
obtains in the wealthiest tracts of Bengal ; and that there are great inequalities 
of consumption between distillery districts, between outstill districts, and 
between the distillery and outstill areas of the same district. All this would 
prima facie establish the existence of illicit dealings, but the Excise Commis- 
sioner urges that in analysing the figures, sufficient allowance should be made 
for those ethnological on religious factors that account for the drinking habits 
of a people, eg., the chief drinkers are Hindi speaking races, aborigines, and 
mixed tribes, and toa much less extent Bengalis, while Uriyas are almost 
total abstainers; consumption also varies inversely with the proportion of 
Muhammadans in the population. Mr. Gupta has also urged elsewhere that 
the consumption of country spirit should not be considered by itself, but 
sary 3 with that of rum, pachwai, tari, and imported liqnors, and that the 
incidence of this combined revenue is a safer guide than that of the revenue 
from country spirit alone, It seems, however, to the Lieutenant-Governor 
that, making all allowances for thése disturbing factors, it is difficult to resist 
the conclusion that illicit consumption does prevail in Bankura, Midnapore, in 
parts of Hooghly, Burdwan, Nadia, and Murshidabad, the Sonthal Parganas, 
und to some extent in Orissa, and that there is leakage of revenue in the 
distillery areas in Bihar and Hazaribagh. ‘That this is so is not denied by 
the Excise Commissioner whose criticisms are confined to pointing out the 
extent to which inferences may safely he drawn from the figures supplied. 

9. Sites of shops.—The rules forbidding the opening of shops in a bazaar, 
on high roads or close to places of public resort, seem to have been carefully 
observed, due regard being given to public opinion in the matter. Dunng the 

ear a liquor shop in the 24-Parganas, an outstill in Monghyr and three fari shops 
in Hooghly, Howrah, and Shahabad, respectively, were removed in deference to 
local opinion ; a liquor shop in the 24-Pargauas and two outstills in Jalpaiguri 
were closed at the instance of e mill manager and the managers of tea 
estates; in Midnapore the site of a pachwai shop was changed on the complaint 
of a missionary, and in Angul an outstill was transferred from the interior 
of a village to a place outside. 

10. Country rum.—The supply of country rum is derived from Sibpur 
near Howrah, from Sakri in Darbhanga, from Shahjahanpar in the North- 
Western Provinces, and from Aska and Arkot in Madras, More than three- 
fifths of the demand is supplied by the Shahjahanpur distillery. The revenue 
from rum fell from Rs. 4,14,665 to Rs. 3,165,613 in the year under review, 
the quantity consumed having declined from 77,979 gallons London-prouf to 
50,033 gallons London-proof. Neither the Board nor the Excise Commissioner 
have as yet been able to trace the real cause of the striking decline in con- 
sumption, and tue Lieutenant-Governor will await with interest the special 
report promised by the Board. Meanwhile, it would appear that the raising of 
the duty on country ram in January 1898 from Rs. 5 to Rs. 6 has had a more 
serious effect on consumption than was anticipated by the Excise Commis- 
sioner. The bulk of the trade in rum is carri¢d on through Calcutta, wiere 
the quantity imported during the year amounted to 36,920 gross gallons. 
Excluding the quantity exported to Assam and Port Blair, (4,682 gross gallons), 
the amount consumed in Bengal itself was 32,238, of which 20,910 gross 
gallons were consumed in Calcutta and 11,328 in the mufassal, ‘Uhe quantity 
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further imported into the Bengal mufassal direct from Shahjahanpur amounted 
to 2,032 gross or 2,029 London-proof gallons. 

11. Jmported liquor.—The excise revenue from imported liquor, which 
consists exclusively of fees ,for wholesale and _ retail licenses, rose from 
Rs. 2,91,635 to Rs. 3,06,350. Nearly one-half of the total revenue was collected 
in Calcutta. The number of wholesale licenses was reduced by 12, and 
that of retail licenses by 2. The changes are ascribed to the ordinary 
fluctuations of trade. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to notice a large 
merease in the importation of German white spirit, which is mainly used for 
the purpose of being manipulated into brandy and whisky. This question, 
however, is not one which can be dealt with by the excise authorities, who can 
do nothing to st practice beyond bringing it to notice, ' 

12. Zari—No duty is charged on tari, the sap of the palmyra or date 
tree, but revenue is derived from license fees for the sale of both fermented 
and unfermented tari. The number of licenses for the sale of the fermented 
liquor during the year increased from 13,233 to 13,262, and for. unfer- 
mented tari from 1,568 to 1,872. The total receipts rose from Rs, 10,14,265 
to Rs. 10,28,219, the bulk of the increase occurring under fees for fermented 


revenue was derived from the Patna Division and the districts of Monghyr and 
Bhagalpur, which contributed between them 64:3 per cent. of the total receipts. 
Calcutta shows the heaviest decrease, which is ascribed to the plague scare. 
The Madras tree-tax system, the theory of which is that every tree yielding 
tari should pay a tax according to a fixed rate, is being tried, as far as is 
possible without amending the law, in selected areas in the districts of the Patna 
Division, and Monghyr, Bhagalpur, Cuttack, Puri and Hooghly. 

13. Pachwat.—This liquor, brewed from rice, forms the favourite 
beverage of the aboriginal tribes found in the Burdwau and Chota Nagpur 
Divisions, the Sonthal Parganas, and the western half of Murshidabad. Another 
variety, prepared from millet Sarita is‘ much drunk in Darjeeling. The 
revenue 18 derived from license fees for sale and for home-brewing, and these 
fees together yielded during the year a revenue of Rs. 4,46,441 against 
Rs. 3,70,843 in 1897-98, nearly three-fourths of which was collected in the 
Burdwan Division. The total number of licenses for sale rose from 1,592 
to 1,606,and the number of licenses for home-brewing rose from 7,911 to 8,655, 

14, Ganja.—The revenue from ganja is derived from license fees and 
duty which varies according to quality ; thus “ chur” pays » duty of Rs. 9 per 
seer, ‘‘round” Rs, 7-8, “ flat (small twigs)” Rs, 7-4, and “flat (large twigs)” 
Ks. 6. In Orissa, however, the rates are Rs.7-8 for chur, Rs. 6-4 for round, Rs. 6 
for flat (small twigs), and Rs. 5 for flat (large twigs), Flat gan ja (large twigs) 
which pays the lowest rate of duty seems to be most in favour. The following 
statement shows the main statistics relating to ganja revenue in the last three 
years :— 

Licenses Licenses Quantity 


sanctioned, issued. consumed, Revenue, 
No, No. Mads. Rs. 
1896-97 soe 2,708 2,688 5,008 © 27,31.522 
189,-98 ooo 2,712 2,706 4,651 26,57,452 
1898-99 we IQ AT 2,699 4,797 27,20,140 


The area of land brought under ganja cultivation during the year again 
decreased by 577 bighas, and the quantity produced by 376 maunds, The 
report called for last year on the question of extending the area under 
cultivation so as to ensure that the supply shall not fall short of the demand 
has not been received, but it is remarked by the Excise Comniissioner that 
the present tract with’ but slight additions is quite capable of meeting all 
demands in full, and that there need be no apprehension of the undue 
Contraction of the area so long as the cultivators can get a fairly remunerative 
Price for the drug. The Board agree in this opinion, The system of supply- 
ing Rajshahi ganja to the Tributary States in Orissa, under which the Chiefs 
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have been requested to suppress the cultivation of the plant in the States 
and obtain Rajshahi ganja at cost price and issue it to consumers’ after 
levying duty, continues to work well, and under it the smuggling of foreign 
(Garhjat) ganja is reported to have practically ceased. The quantity exported 
to the North-Western Provittees was 350 maunds, to Nepal 199 maunds, to 
Assam £48 maunds, while 216 maunds were distributed between Cooch Behar, 
the Garhjat States and other places. 

15. Bhang, Majwn and Charas.—Bhang, which is also known under the 
name of siddhi and sabzi (dried leaves of the hemp plant), grows wild in many 

arts of Bengal, and is collected for sale chiefly in Monghyr, Bhagalpur and 
Bisies. The number of licenses for the sale of bang rose from 3830 to 351, 
and the revenue increased from Rs. 64,083 to Rs. 67,240, but the consumption 
fell from 966 maunds to 965 maunds. The revenue from majyum, a sweet 

reparation of ban’, amounted during the year to Rs. 1,493 against Rs, 1.482 
in 1897-98. Choras, or the resin exuding from the unseeded female hemp 
plant, is the essence of ganja in its greatest purity and strength, and is 
imported into Bengal from the Punjab. The consumption remained nearly 
the same as in the previous year, viz. 20 maunds, while the revenue increased 
from Rs, 19,932 to Rs. 22,058. 

16. Opium.—Excise opium, é.¢., opium offered for sale in these Provinces 
as distinguished from provision opium prepared for export, is supplied to 
licensed vendors from the district treasuries at prices varying from Rs. 17 a seer 
in the Patna Division to Rs, 83 a seer in Orissa. The following statement 
illustrates the demand during the last three years :— 


Licenses. Consumption, Revenue. 

No. Mas, ; 
1896-97 at .» 8,180 2,110 23,25,603 
1897-98 eee ee 2,990 2,086 23,18,598 


1898-99 . ve 8,628 2,164 24,01,026 


The number of permits to licensed druggists to sell opium and its prepara- 
tions and poppy-heads for medicinal purposes, which are included in the 
number of licenses above, increased by 644, while the number of ordina 
licenses for retail sale fell by 11.° The inerease in consumption and revenue 1s 
ascribed to the general prosperity during the year. e question of the 
smuggling of opium to Burma has been receiving close attention during the last 
two years, and the main remedy against this smuggling seems to lie in the 
employment of adequate preventive measures in Burma, "The bulk of the illicit 
traffic is carried on in steamers from Calcutta, and the Customs Preventive staff 
has been on the alert, and made several important seizures. Enquiry has 
shown that so far as duty-paid opium is concerned, its sale in the cr 
districts is too small to leave room for much smuggling. 

17. Methylated spirit—Vhe quantity of this spirit, which is either 
imported or methylated locally, issued during the year fell from 66,448 to 
65,619 gallons, but the revenue remained almost stationary, viz. Rs. 4,611. 
There was a large decrease (19,467 gallons) in the imports of ready-made 
methylated spirit, and this is ascribed to the working of the new rules which 
were intended to prevent the consumption of methylated spirit for drinking. 

18. Offences against the Opium and Excise laws.—The number of arrests for 
offences against the Excise laws increased from 3,634 to 3,830, A large 
proportion of these cases are of a technical nature relating to illicit possession 
of various exciseable articles; and the fact that in spite of the admittedly large 
extent to which the Excise laws are broken, so few cases of real importance 
have been instituted, would seem to indicate that detective ability in the 
Excise Department is not of so high a standard as it might be. The arrest of 
1,510 persons was effected by the Police, while arrests by Excise officers 
numbered 2,320, the percentage of convictions in the cases instituted by Excise 
officers being 89°2 against 85-7 in those instituted by the Police. There was 
an increase in the number of arrests for illicit distillation and in the number of 
persons convicted, the figures being 459 and 405 against 248 and 210 in the 
previous year, For this increase, the Sonthal Parganas are mainly respon- 
sible. The amount of fines ae for breaches of the Excise lies and 
rules was Rs. 71,909, of which Rs. 52,583, or 73 per cent,, were realised. 
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A sum of Rs. 58,098 was distributed in rewards to Police and Excise 
officers and informers against Rs. 53,615 in the previous year. Considering 
that the sole motive for breaking the Excise laws is the desire for pecuniary 
gain, and that the offenders whom it is the main object of the law to reach, 
viz., those who make a profit out of breaking it, may reasonably be considered 
able to pay a larger proportion of the fines inflicted than 73 per cent., it may 
be doubted whether too much energy has not been expended in securing the 
punishment of technical, as pposed to serious, breaches of the law. The 
districts in which illicit dealings are’ believed to be most prevalent have been 
indicated in paragraph 8, and it behoves the Excise Commissioner to apply the 
best material at his disposal in searching out and bringing to justice the’ real 
offenders in these areas, 

19. Miscellaneous.—The year was marked by the introduction of uni- 
forms for the oflicers of the Bengal Excise Department All officers not above 
the grade of Sub-Deputy Superintendents in chat ge of Distilleries ore required 
fo procure uniforms at their own expense, those for -nenial servants being pro- 
vided at the cost of Government. 

20. The thanks of Government are due to Mr. K. G. Gupta for his success- 
jul administration of the Department and to the Board for their supervision 
during the year The Excise Commissioner expressess his obligations to 
the District Officers generally, and to some of them in particular, including 
the Hon’ble Rai Durgagati Banerjee Bahadur, c.1.8., Superintendent of Excise 
Revenue, Calcutta. ‘The names of the officers specially mentioned by the 
Board will be communicated to the Appointment Departinent of this Govern- 
ment, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E. N. BAKER, 
Offy. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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4 WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the weak ending the 6th November 1899. 


Burdwan.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Aman paddy and sugarcane doing well. 
Sowing of rabi crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling as 
follows :—- . 


Srs. 
—— hee eee oa 15 
a aoe too aks, 18 
Katwa vel Re és 15 sshaakch crd 
Raniganj wos tee as 134 


Birbhum.— Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Aus beirg harvested and rabi sown. 
Aman promising. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per rupee. 
Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Vishnupur “87. Weather seasonable. Harvesting 
of nuan paddy commenced. Rabi sowing still continues. Standing crops doing well. 
No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice at Bankura 
16 seers and at Vishnupur 15 seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—No rain. Cold weather set in. Prospects of winter rice good. Rah 
crops are being sown. Cattle-disease reported from some places in the Sadar subdivision, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as tollows :— 


~Srs. ch. 
Sadar So aus ine 15 0 
Contai ee oo +00 18 0 per rupee, 
Tamluk a oe ae 14 3h 


Hooghly.—No rain. Prospects of aman and abi crops good. Common rice sells ‘at 
14 seers per rupee. 


Howrah.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Oondition of aman good. Sowing of rabi 
continues. Fodder and water sufficient. “Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops . Sowing of 
rabi has commenced. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water A slg agy Miacoin rice 
sells as follows: — 


8rs. ch. 
Sadar ies we ean «Hie 
Barasat on set aa 14 8 
Basirhat Eo ae os ILIA YP reese. 
Diamond Harbour FA ow «= 22:18 


Nadia.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Sowing of 
rabs continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rain at Jangipur ‘24. Weather soasonable. Prospects of aman 
favourable. alei and mulberry doing well. Sowing of rat coutinues. No cattle-disease. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 

— ove ne too 16 

angipur ape eee wae 14 
Kank, os son <oe 18 eee 


Jessure.—No rain. Sowing of rabi going on, Prospects of aman good. No 
cattle-diseaso reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :-— 


Jessore sas one ves 16 
ore ona pee fais 18 

agura eh “ee oot 17 . 
Navail ae uée Res ie |: ee ae 
Bangaon ine coe | inelurakaxean Wd 


Khulna.—No rain, Weather seasonable, Aman paddy doing well. Lands are being 
prepared for the rai crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs 


a soe oes oo ny 
er ese woe eee 6 rupee, 
i soe ose Ei faes 14 “8 















Najshahi.—Rainfall at Natot -02. Prosjq’ts of orops good. Ploughing and sowing 
of rabi crops in progress. No cattle-diseaso. jyodder and water available. Ocenntis rice 
sells at 17} seers per rupee. ; 






inaj fer cool. Standing crops good. Cow-pox 
reported from Parbatipur. Fodder and wateftplentiful. Common rice 17 seers in Dinajpur 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘67, Alipur Duars ‘79. Weather seasonable, “[aimanti 
paddy doing well. Preparation of land for tobacco still continues, Common rice sells at 14 
seers 13 chitaks|per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient, ” 


Darjecling.—Rainfall at Darjooling “63, Siliguri 212. Weather seasonable. Hills 
Baimanti paddy, bara marua, katai, phaphar, tori, wheat and barley progressing. Terai— 
Haimanti paddy, kalui, potatoes and mustard progressing. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 


See Sls eS ah deem 


Bhutta sells at Darjecliug 20 seerg and at Kalimpong 32 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar/-04, Nilphamari -20. Lands are being prepared for radi 
crops. Prospects of crops good./ Common rice sells at 16 seers 9 chitaks per rupee, 
Folder and water sufficient.  Cattle-disease prevailing in Nilphamari. 


Bogra —Rainfall at Sadar -05 and at Naukhila -24, [Prospects of crops good. Culti- 
vation of rai crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 174 seers 
per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sirajganj :09)\ Weather scasonable. Prospects of crops good. 
Price of common rice 14 seers 11 chitaks per rupee. 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Manikganj -04, Munshiganj 52, Narayanganj -06. 
Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Folder available, No cattle-disease. 
Common rice 16 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Tangail 1:67, Netrokona 1:70, Kishorganj 1:52, 
Jamalpur 1:16, Weather /seasonable, Pros ects of erops good. Health of cattle good. 
Fodder and water suflicienf | Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Goalundo 1:20, Madaripur 2:8). Weather season- 
able, State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 144 seers per rupee, 


Backergunge.— Rainfall at Sadar nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair, 
Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Tippera.—) \infall at Sadar nil, Chandpur *43, Brahmanbaria ‘67, Weather cool and 
seasonable. Amin paddy in flower and doing well. Common rice 17 seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of crops good. Lands aro being ploughed for rabi 
crops. Veterinary obsistant treating cattle-disease at Chagalnaya. Cattle-disease is also 
reported from Senbag, Fodder and water good. Price of common rice stationary. 


0: .—Rainfall at Sadar 2-27, Oox’s Bazar 13-01, Prospects of aman crop. 
favourable. ater aud fodder sufficient. Common rice 15 seers per rupee, 


Patna. —Rainfall nil. Prospects of paddy crop fair. Sowing of rab; continues. About 
two or.three annas of the opiam sowing have been com leted and some of them are germina- 
ting satisfactorily. Condition of cattle good. fodder and water for cattle sufficient... 
Common rice in Patna sells at 16 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.— Rainfall nil. Early winter paddy being harvested. Radi sowing continues,’ 
Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupeo. ' 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar -03. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowings in progress, 
Paddy affected for want of timely rain in Arrah. Ninety-nine cases of cattle-disease in 
Sasaram. Fodder and water sufficient... Common rice selling at Sadar at 12 seers per rupee, 


Saran.— Rainfall at Sadar nil, Siwan ‘62, Gopalganj -30. | Weather  seasonable. 
Recent rain has benefited paddy and rabi,and has made prices easier, Average price of 
common rice 18 seers 1 chitak and of makai 13 seers 11 chitaks per rupee, 


Champaran.—No rain. Prospects continue fair. ‘Rabi sowings in full swing. Po 
sowings commenced. Price of common rice 144 seers and of maize 16} seers per a oy 








.—Rainfall nil. Prospcet ' a od. Rabi sowings continue. Prices aro— 
$ 


Common rice 12 seers, wheat 12 seers, ba? seers, makai 15 seers, gram 13 seers, rahar 


14 seers, and marua 18 seers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Weather tem,. e._ Prospects of standing crops good. Rabi 
sowing going on. Fodder and water suffio™ No cattle-disease reported. Common rice 
t 


sells as follows :— 


Srs. ch. 
Sadar coe eee oo li 0 
Samastipur suis aa tee 14 0 | per rupee. 
Madhubant spe =e one 13 18 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Jamui 60. ‘Weather seasonable. tabi being sown. 
Prospects of standing crops fair. Common rice sell. 3 a8 follows :— 


Srs. ck. 
Mongh 1m we Sas ll 8 
Janel ‘ at ans oe Oe, 0 Per zupee, 


Bhagalpur.—No rain, Weather seasonoble. Aghani paddy coming into ear. 
Prospects favourable. Rubi sowing coatinues. Sporadi ‘¢ cattle-disease prevails in the three 
subdivisions. Prices stationary. . 

Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kishenganj nil, . Araria ‘03. Weather seasonable. 


Prospects of aghani rice good. Lands are being ploug hed for radi crops, Cattle-disease 
reported from Raniganj, Kasba, aud Araria. Fodder au d water sufficient. Common rice 


sells as follows :— ~ 
Srs. 
Sadar “8 a Pt 16 
Kishanganj ee oe avs 17) per rupee. 
Araria F sé Lee 19 


Malda.—Rainfall only at Gajol ‘6. Weather season able. Sowing of rahi crops 
continues, Winter rice doing well. Catile-pox reported fro m Gomastapur. Fodder and 
woter sufficient. Coarse rice sells at 16 seers per rupee. 

Sonthal Parganas.—Average rainfall 91. Orops doing \vell. Harvestiag begun on 
high lands. Cattle-disease reported from, Rajmahal and Dumka, Average price of common 
rico 13 seers 6 chitaks and of Indian-corn 18 seers 10 chitaks per tupee. Fodder and water 
sufficient. F 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Jajpur 07, ioe == Banki nil. Weather 

» Sugar 


soasonable. Layhusarad maturing. Guru sarad in ear. V8, radi, and turmeric 
thriving. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and water sitfficient. Common rice 


sells as follows :— 


Srs, ch. 

“se saeeg oa eee eS ore 

ajpur oes eed eae OW a 
Kendrapara ove eee oe 19. Ol Ee enpee: 

Banki eee eee oo 13 12 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar nil. Sarad in ear, Asu is being harvested. Sugarcane 
thriving well. Prospects of crops good. Sowing of rabi crops cont.inues. Rice sells at 
18} seers per rupee in the interior, and at 16 seers per rupee at Balasore. Fodder and 
water sufficient. 


Angul.—Weather cold at night, but hot in the day. Rainfall at Angul ‘05 and at 
Bisipara "10. Paddy crop in ear. Rabi sowing in progress. Sugarcane doing well. Fodder 
aud water sufficient, Cattle-diseaso continues in the Khondmals. Common rice sells at 16 
and 12 seers per rupee at Angul and Khondmals respectively. 


Puri.—Reainfall at Sadar ‘02, Khurda 63. Weather seasonable, Layhu sarad bein, 
harvested. Ku/thi growing. Biri being sown. S ne being pressed. Other Piva. J 
laneous crops doing well. Cattle-disease reported from certain quarters. Fodder and 


water sufficient, Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. ch. 
Ee eee 
ur ase ase aed per ro 
Interior of district .. oo se 14 0 | Ks 


Test-works opened in certain parts of Khurda, where distress is apprehended. 


Hazaribagh\—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Paddy seriously damaged b; 
drought. Oommon rice sells at 18 seers per rupee. f ¥ : gf 


* 





Ranchi.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of winter rice in progress; 
outturn very Bh Continued drought prevented the preparation of land for rabi oro} 


Rice sells at 10 seers per rupee and in tho interior 14 seers rupee. N 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient. rica aad 
Palamau.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowi going on in places where rain 
fell. More rain wanted for rabi cultivation. Prices at Sa: are—Oommon rice 10 seers 
11 chitaks, makai 13} seers, gram 14 seers 1 chitak, marua 15 seers 8 chitaks, and wheat 11} 
seors per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease reported from a few villages. 


Manbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rice an 
average crop. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Purulia, Topchanchi, and Tundi. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 13} seers and at Gobindpur 
12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 

Singhbhum.—Rain +10. More rain wanted for rabi crops. Common rice sells at 
15 seers 14 chitaks per rupee. 


General Summary.—There were scattered showers in various districts in the week, 
which were specially useful in Angul, Puri, ary ap and Saran for the sowing of the 
rabi crop. The reports from all divisions except Patna, Orissa, and Chota Nagpur show that 
the winter rice will be an excellent crop, and that the less important nf is being sown 
under favourable conditions. All the districts of the Patna Division have good, or middling 
crops, except Shahabad, and pare test-works have been opened in the Enurda Division of 
Puri, yet prospeots are now much brighter there and in 1. Only in Chota Nagpur is 
severe scarcity apprehended, the untimely cessation of the rains leviag ruined the rice 
crop and endan, “a the sowing of the radi. In Manbhum, however, an average crop of 
rice is errs.) ‘he price of common rice is lower in Puri, Hazaribagh, and a few other 
districts ; elsewhere it is stationary. Cattle are generally in good condition, and fodder is 


everywhere plentiful. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 
Of9. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Revenve DeparrMent, 
The 7th November 1899, 
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Exrorts FROM Catcutta. 


followin Statement shows the Values and Quantities of (he Principal Staples of Traffic exported Inland pride Cui 
Y by Rail, Road, River (Country-boat and Steamer) and i “during the month of July 1899 :— 


Oorron PrIEcR- 
Goons. \Corron TWIST. 


Total of Orissa 


CHota Naarvn. 


Singhbhum .., 


‘Total of Chota Nagpur ... 


Grand Total of Supplies 
into the Provinces under 
the juletmenenteo yernoe 
of Bengal ,. 





OrmEr PRovINcEs, 


North-West Provinces 
and O 

pe 

Central Provinces :. 
ce and Gentes 


Bera: 
Nizame Tori is 
Bombay wade 1 
Madras ote we res 
Grand Total of (1899 .., 
Exports { 

7,041 /2, 14,151 i duly 1808... 


F 





5 


COTTON PIRCE-GOODS, Corron Twist. 


ImPoRTED INTU CaLouTta. 


Buropean, | Indian, European, Indian, 


~ 


Total of Gicceiet Trade 
Imports in £1890 . “ 15,919 096 
sclera ook ~~ ; 98,54, 658 aia | 717 
* As per tariff! declaration valuo, 
Vi. 


following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the .Trade in the above Principal 0: se of Traffic 
from Calcutta during the month of July 1899 :-— ; 





PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF F OOD-GRAINS AND SALI 
Y IN THE 


ILEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 31st OCTOBER 1899, 






8. Ch./S. Ch.) 8. Ch |S Ch.|8. Ch./S, Ch. Ch.!3 Ch./8, Ch |S. 




























1 | Burdwan of 22 OS OF} TE Bl nn. [ice | oe JL ® oli 8s] .. 





2 | Birbbum «| 18 0/18 0} 12 Of w. |. |. [12 0 015 oO] .. 


8 | Bankura «| 10 0/10 0] 18 O} .. w [10 0 





10 0/10 0} 10120] .. | w | a [tl 4 
6 | Hooghly {10 O}12 0} 12 0] 2 one oe 1B 


6 | Howrab Pend Wer) oss he 


24-Pargenas are ove on ice 
Caleutte «| 1010) 9 6 
Nadia » | 18 6118 5 


| 


Jamali. 
Mursbidabad i. ary 0/16 8) 
# 12 0 (12 0/16 0 
Jesaore aay 2° :Q 1 


Kbulna ~ ove 


Rajebabi on 


ce 


A ine tl pin salt per rupee are :—Kalna 10 seers 10 chittacks ; Katwa 10 seers 15 chittacks ; Raniganj 
At Ram it retail 

oe At Vishnupur the retail be of pal 

D, in the subdivisions 





esige ain bnon d Borne err 
= rupee are :—Chetla 1 mee: Ren dena Ber 








Cursh 
10 0/812 


lv 24) 8 8 Howrah, 


1010;3 6 )) 24-Parganas, 


0 Ores Caloutta, 
i 3 rf's Nadia, 


u ere} Murshidaty d. 
9 2/812 Tessore, 


10 0/8 12 Khulna, 


8/318 315 0} Rajehani, 
P. 
oO] 40 0 8.12 Of Dinvipur, 
M 
10 0 }12 0 aa 013 10 0/312 0} Jalpaiguri, 


2 { 8 oat 12 im sd 
ra. a 
be bat PI 01610 of 5 oof] Darieelinn 


0 
8 0/9 0] 9 0 9 0/40 0} 4 0 0} Rangpur, 
. ld 4]. | 10 8 912/312 6} 810 6) Bogra, 


P 
912/12 §| 9 12 0) 3.14 0} Pabna. 


: Q 
» |8 0/8 0/13 0/10 0 (13.10 6! Dacca’ 


ve : ae Panga, . 
8 0/10 8}i0 0/10 0 (4 0 6! Mymonsingh, 


Dacea Divisior, 


8 Panga . 
7017 0] .. }10 | 4 0 0/4 0 0} Faridpur. . 


0) 812 0) Backergunye, 


9 ; Satkhira 114 seors, 

soors ; Naagaon 9 seers 10 cbittaoks, 

8 seers ; Gaibanda 
of salt per rapoe are :—Madanganj 11 soore 6. chittacks ; 
—Kishorganj 10 seors ; Jamalpur 10 seers; Kagmari 8. 













| tT | 
Val dlh la 
iAlBl dla h 


— $$$ | 









» {IL 0/11 O}11 0116 0 |16 



























Chittagong +» am 10 8 {11 0 j11 0/15 8 }16 


Muraffarpur ... 


Darbbanus ait 


Bhaga|pur a 

Pornes (Kasba) 

Malda (English 
Bazar), 


Sonthal Parva. 
nas. 





| 



















: 39 | Cuttack | 9 14 

<8 40 | Balasore 1B 0 
Pa 4a] Puri | 812 714] 9 3 18 
_ CBOTA NAGFUR, ae 
. Habecibagh 2? 18 0/8 0/8 of8 of or 

13 0 

A E [45 | Ranchi to fu to 14 0/7 8/7 8|9 Of10 sho 
{ < a4. 
iit ah Palamou 8 7|1410 10 11/9 
\ i ee | 10 0 ofto aja ahs sii 
ie Oj. O14 Ole 0 15 








Wane 46 | Singhbbum ... 


U. In the subdivisions the retail pri 
V. At Foni Hat the retail price 
At Cox’s Bazar the retail price 5 * 
ar e:—Barh 10} seers ; Bihar 10 seers ; Dinapore 10 seors. \ 
ths sell pe ae eee pee gee 
Dyce erat bua returns not received, 
acks ; Gopalganj (Mirganj) 125 seers, 

















4 0 0} Noakhali, 


8 8 0} Chittagony, 
BIHAR, 
0) Patna. 


0} Gaya, 
0) Shahsbad, 
0} Saran, 


0| Champaran, 







i Karkatch, 
15 12 19 11 10 12 101218 0 0/8 0 0 


8 0 }10 sluts 














1 838 of 8 


Karkatch, 
13 Wes 0/8 00 





Panga. 


04 8 oF 2 Gazaribagh, 






41 


CHOTA NAGPUR, 


Currtacone 


Patwa Drvisiox, 


Buacacrvr Division. 


Orissa Divi- 


Drvisiox. 





Pr ot Es 
640/88 0} 8 40] 8 4 0) 812 0} 4 0 


o| 800) 280| 215 0|340\34 


Old. 
: 12 0 

Now. 
28 0 
240 


800 


24 


Oatcurra, 
7th November 1899, 
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Gram, 


Next preceding return, 
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Cor 
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s } 
: : 
2 H 2 i 
So we 
23 $8 
5e H re £ 
é* | £ [é| 
20 2 22 [ = | 24 
Rs. 4. P. | Rs. a. P| Rsv a. p. | Rs, a. 
212 0 o~ ome eas 8 4 
ee & pig ks) 
oo we on 28 
~ ~ . - 8 8 
on - “~ 8 2 
~~ oe o~ 40 
oe oe oo 140/24 
we 200 1113) 28 
. oe + oe 218 
on oe owe on 265 
dere 
en Ped ee eae 


| 
| 





» CHANA, CHOLA, 
Kapa.ay, or Sunaga 
arietinum). 


r. P. | Rs. a, 
0 0; 28 
0; 260) 26 
ol 2s oles 
0} 38 0) 26 
0; 3 4 0; 210 
0/ 4.00] 3 0 
6/ 210 0) 112 
0°38 16! 2.8 
9138 0] 24 
Biri or kalaj, 
6) 212 6 26 
38; 358 
to hos 
0!| 310 0 








last year, 















INDIAN-CORN OR MAIZE 


| 
ES (Zea mays). 


——————_— | 


Present return. 
Next preceding return. 


Ss 
8 


Ra. a. P| Ra ae P| Re. Ae P, 


840) 340 


210 6| 218 9)" 


213 9) 214 0 


18946 


Corresponding return of 


last year. 


11220 


ARHAR DAL 


44 


4 0 


Ra, a 2 


a 


0 


114 6 


409 


o 
n> 


412 


50 


0 





AP 
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i 
Rs. aA. P. 
440 


. last year. 


3110 


218 6 


& | Present return. 


Re, a. 
44 


812 


50 


coo 


an mm o 
oto & 


coos 





a ee 








Ra, a, P.| Re. a. P 
/ 
56 6 0} 510 0 


6 0 0) 510 0 


“412°0 
to fo o of 
5.0 0 


44-0) 480 
600/600 


612 0; 5 80 


890) 880 


213 9 on 


512 0} 510 0 


500 
to fs ° 


co 


year. 


Correspo. 
last 


4 
il 
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& | Present return, 


J 
o 









i 
La 


Ra, a. 
50 








s Mad jose heck, 


P.| Re, a. P. | Ra, a. 





















: 4 
Pale ti 
: i| } i 
51 | 62 53 | mu | Be. ogee | w» | 
Rs. a, P, | Ra, A, ene ee 
Per 100 pieces— 

35 0 0/385 0 81 0 0] 6 00) 6 0 0/6 O O [250 0 01250 0 0/245 0 0] 018 0} 018 0} O14 4 
82 0 0/338 0 $2 8.0 ove ove ow o- vere 
Madhakhali. Unoleaned hides, ovt 
780 612 0t} g 4 9 014 0; 01 ee 

830 0| 82 8 7 00 928 Oltoa 8 O-lt0 240 
{a sa ‘0 jos ¥ Pus 19 Oto crime ay oe 0 i 7 3 mn 
1 
88 0 fg oo 18 40 {102200 to? 10° 0 0 |to2 8 0 ‘ 
53 0 0| 52 0 way pak ses oc Xs wee - ~ e 
865 0 0) 386 0 $8 0 0 RAS conte oe =“ ~~ 026) 02 6) 0560 
40 0 0/44 0 4200/700 700/500 500 %90 300 040/04 0/049 
| per maund, 
45 00/45 0 40 0 0)12 00;12 8 01100 00/18 0 0 18 8 OJ 200 ooo oe mn 
per maund, 
29 00)2 0 80 00;8 00) 8300;)8 00 $0 os “ 060); 06 0,049 
7 6|80 7 16/10 0 0/10 0 oj10 0 0 ry ne = as, = Ps 
8 0| 8 0 00);400/400)5 8 0 oe oe ooo ~ - 
29°0 31 0 0/4 8 0 |2% 0 012% 0 012% 0p; 0 811; 0 8} 0 bn 
por maund, 
0/8 00 . 
w ot] 10 ol a0 9 100/09 8|02 8) 098 
9 0); per piece. ‘ 


Gai (CLARIFIED BUTTER). 











a 2 preceding return, 


return of 





Corresponding return of 
last year. . # 


S = 




















Frewoop, Sarr, 






3 3 


i 
i 
: 






ding return of 


Next preceding return. 
last year. 


ta 






& | Next preceding return, 
year, 
return, 
3 | Next preceding return, 


| Present return, 


74 


3 
3 
3 
3 


n| 7 





| 


Raa P| Re A. P| Re, a, P Re 4. P/Re a. |Re a. ?.(Re, 4. P|Re, a. P.[Re, a. P.|Ré. a. P.[Re. a. P. Rs. a. 2 a 
0100/09 0] 012 o| .. 3 ow» 15 4 0) 5 40/5 4 0/0 9 010 7 010 7 018 5 O18 & ols 6 oO z 
‘ Panga. 


. 





030,;054)/060; . ove “ ose oe tee 08 010 8 010 8 O18 40 8 4 8 8 O 
Crushed. 


} 024 40 0] 4 00/800 
025)\¢ to boa x a ~{lie to woe = PO 99 8:0 F 8:13 8.8 
070 48 0} 4 80/500 


020) 012 0] ow Oo} w od - {70 rhe ofa ic ti i ir pay bata: 


$70;070);/060; . ~ “« 1600 6 006 8 O10 6 vseede cone nse. 


a ie Pm i Bon «» [6 001 5 0015 0 O10 & Peariks ad acaiers edi 
~ oe 5 a od » |5 8 0 5 4016 0 Res os « |8 8 014 0 08 8 0 
: Panga. 
"4 as i SP ie ee »~ [8 00 8.008 0 0:0 5 60 6 60 5 O18 7 018 7:08 0 
Panga. 
i a as ae a ~ |511 6 51168 000 4 00 4 O10 4 8 8 OS 8 O810 6 
Crushed. | : 
_ ~ oo pr Ba} » [5 8 0.6 805 8 00:6 0 5 9/0 6 6812 0/812 0/310 0/10, Bhagalpar, 


Yoel! oo6! ons] . ow ow [48 4804 8 010 4 OOo 4 © 5 0/8 0 0/8 0 018 2 0/11, Cuttack, 
. Karkatch, 


& 
No fixed rate. - on ~ (6 00) 5 00611 OO 4 0 4 010 4 O14 1 0815 O14 4” 12. Ranchi. 


F. A. SLACK, 
Offg. Seoretary to the Govt. i a 





Abstract of the Results of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
Observatory in the month of October 1899. 





Inches, Date, Hoor, 


The mean pressure of the month wae os vee — 29889 
The average pressure of October from 24 years’ registers see 29°882 


. 


The highest pressure in the month —,., seo 80087 21st 10th 
The lowest pressure in the month ps ba +e —-29°690 15th 16th. 
The range of pressure =A ove oes ene 0°347 
* Hours. 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 200°4 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine wv 859-1 
=) 
The mean temperature of the month ... tee we = 704 
The average temperature of October from 24 years’ registers .., 815 
The highest temperature in the month .. soe o. 922 4th 
The lowest temperature in the month .., ode «» 684 18th 
The range of temperature during the month aes soo 28°7 
‘The mean daily range of temperature ... vee ov, -4 585 
The greatest range of temperature in one day ‘oe vee, vate... Ord 
Per cent, 
The mean humidity of the month ca dec ae 84 
‘The average humidity of October from 24 years’ registers _.,, 79 
Inches, 


The mean vapour tension of the month ise see 0°836 
‘The average vapour tension of October from 9 years’ registers...  0'854 


The mean cloud proportion of the month see sae 3-47 
The average doa: proportion of October from 22 years’ registers 8 83 

Tns, 
The total rainfall of the month : eee 8-02 


The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering’ rain- 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 285 


The average tall of October from 48 years’ registers 561 
Tho greatest fall in 24 hours _ i. bet « 117 15th 
Days, 
The number of rainy days in the month seo ‘? 5 
The av number of rainy days in October from 24 
years’ registers ane aa Gs es 10 
.The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation Pa 
during the month _.,. tee see o. =187:8 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures ... ow» B07 
‘The greatest sun temperature ove se + 1492 8th 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature 60°3 17th 


The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 

, on woollen cloth oe soe ‘Wy. coe 68:2 
The mean depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the 


ground .., as eve te see 46 
The greatest depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
taow the minimum air temperature oe see 69 5th 
Milos, 
The mean movement of the wind per day ot we 699 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day * | cco s+ §©2840 16th 
The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... ee 140 tenes otonane 


’ 16th lto2P.m, 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— ‘ 
N. 205, N.E. 47, E. 42, §.B. 89, 8. 26, S.W. 141, W. 87, N.W. 52, Calm 155. 


The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory. are not Tigorously comparable with the 
registers of years (at the Park Street Observatory). ‘The barometer is Pear PY foot higher at 
pore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore -003 lower. The diurnal of temper- 

_ ature is also greater at aa and the mean tem ure apparently about 08 lower; and, 
finally, the thermometer which furnished the eed GF temperature at, the Surveyor-General’s 
Office during 20 years and upwards is found to read 0°6 higher than the Kew Standard thermo- 
meter, which is the standard of reference at the present Observatory, 


G. W. Kvcuzzr, 
Merzoroxooicat Orrico, Govr, or InpIa, For Metsorologioat Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
Calcutta, the 6th November 1899, - and Director-General of Indian Observatories: 


ghey 


















Results of the Meteorological Observations taken 
. 29th October to 4th Nove 


; 
TEMPERATURE, Hyoromerry. 





Maximum in sun, 
Number of hours of 























average fall of th 
Office ee 7 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are ded 


Ureutta, the 6th Nocember 1809, 


. 








© corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


For Metoorologiosl Revorter to the Govt 
' and Director-General of Indian Obser 


at the Alipore Observatory from 


mber 1899. 














q 
4 Inches, 
Oets | 20th 120% | 2:7 | 20866 | 77-6) 89:5! 11-2 | 72:3 | 741 | o-799 725) 8 |NbyWandN ...| 42/ Ni Chiefly cloudy, 
» [90% / 143°) 90) 901) 761) 862) 174] 688! 710! 601 68°2 | 79 |N by W 60 |" ,, | Partiany cloudy, 
a. 
[Stet }1393) 72] 9.2! 75:8] 85-4] 167) 6g7 711) 707} 68-9 | 82 N by W and vari) 48) 4, | Pattially cloudy, 
het 2. 
Nov. | Ist /189°8| 94) 928/ 74°5| 862) 19-2] 67-0] 704 *678 | 676 | 81 | WNW and calm 46} | Chiefy clear, re: 
» | 2nd }1403) 94! 979) 785) 85°9| 207 | 65:2| gge 622) 652/78 /Nandcalm ..| 54] ,, Chicfly clear, g. 
no | Sea [1974/77] 062) 727] 828) 177] 646! 67a soa! ese 75 |NbyWandNNW] 74] 4, | Chiefy clear, a. 
»'| 4th | 1393 | 38 | 066 | 746) 885! 17:3 | 662] 63-8] -627] 65-4 | 73 NbyWandN../ 841 | Chiofy clear, ret 
Inch 
‘The mean pressure of the seven days oe aes aS M ose 29927 
® average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ove eee eee coor se see 29°906 
Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... ooo soe an 49°] 
maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ses ee ves 789 
The mean temperature of the seven days ves Py tee tes 749 
© average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ese $e eee toe vee 78:7 
extreme variation of temperature ves soe vee 09 216 
The maximum temperature Sas a Ka i ” 86-2 
Miles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour, “a see wae 5? 
/, 
Tho mean relative humidity oe sae ae se “ea 73 
® average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office soe oo tee toe 74 
~ Inche: 
The total fall of rain from 29th October to 4th November 1899 eee 0 Nil 
The roa fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
ce See one tee tes toe 0°37 
fe total fall from Ist January to 4th November 1899 aay 71:95 


toe toe tee 64:70 
fromthe traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 


observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h., and 22h. 
The maxi um and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the « 
eters are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
=% They are. exposed under a thatched shed open at the sicles, and are suspended four feet 
un 
meter readings are corrected a roximately to those of the stand Newman’s No, 
'Y at the Surreyor-General’s Office. 7 : ee ais. 
hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula, 
i directions and the movement of the wind are taken from tho trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
4, dew, . 
™MonoLosioaL Orrice, Govr. oF Invi, G. W. Kvouer, 


f India, 
valorias, 





OLROULAK AND EASTERN OANALS. 


Approwimate Return of Trafic for the week ending Siturday, the 4th of November 1899, 
as compared with the corresponding weer of the previous year. 


wen arieto ee” | te Noranoon te 








NaTURE OF CaRao, 



















Numberat | Weight of | Tottage, | Number of Weight. ot 
Rs. 
1,697 
2,069 
i) 






Bs. No. Mas. 
2,450 78%) 92,186 
1,580 818 | 1,84,660 
_ B46 64 | . ‘61,660 
2,204 790 | 2,083,720 
7,079 | 1,961 | 4,82,206 








a Weekly Return of Trafic Receipts on Indian Railways. 





EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
“Approsinate Return of Traffic for week ended 14th October 1899 on 1,710°53 miles open. 























—— <== — 
Coacuine Tuaryrio, Musomannren ax MINERAL TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES RUB. 
bh ete Total earnings.) ———~ 
ber of | Coach: Weight ‘ Merchan- 
phere ces ar fateh Reoeipte, Coaching. | “dive. | Total. 
(a) rn AP. cones 8. Rs, A. P. Rs, a. P. Rs, a.P. 
a 
traffio for the week ow 926,746 bn. 0 4050357 90 6.058 8 Oo} 22,072 “4 4 12,81,551 4 0) 95,747 267,438 
per mile of railway .., cea |) AG ie he rn 27 ty 740 5 i i 





ie hali- « 
- peseeapl pic + | 4,571,848 | 45,80,251 9 0) 5,90,60,630 20 |1,06,70,130 6 0) 8,13,832 0 0 |1,55,73,213 5 9 1,389,948 | 2,264,919 | 3,604,867 


_————— ee | a a | es S| | 


Total {for 15} weeks... 4,898,093 | 49,50,425 4 0) _68674,088 10 Le 14 0) 3,535,904 0 0 /1,68,54,765 20 0) 1,435,695 | 2,436,610 rT. 














* Companrson. ‘ 


di) week 
Miron year on. end SU,712 | 3,82,639 8 9) 89,0%605 20) 7,07,581 1 9} 22,86910 8 | 11,22,89915 7| 90,720 | 189,008 | 940,795 
mile of railway ‘correspond: 
tweak of previous year | wn 104 15 6 ae 450 2 9) 13 6 658 810) ase bate, 
eaadpevicesyesr = | abinaty | des0.o0 2 ol sov.anam'30 horsasin io 7 8,08,082 8 5 |1,65,78,300 6 5, 1,896,087 | 2,345,247 





— | 





38,741,306 








(a) Tho increase is due to “Doorga Poojah” traffic chiefly from Howrah. 
(&) The increase is in heavy upward despatch of {cod-grains Tomales all the principal stations on B, C, D, and L districts, 


RAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 1,710°53 miles open. 














—— 





















* Coacurne Travrre, Mmscnarnyes Ap MInEBAL TRaPPIC Tuars-MILEs RON, 
——— neat Taare mame Other cacnings Tots) —_—_— 

Number of Coaching it erties 2 eee. i Merchan- 

passengers. | receipts. tt Receipts. Coaching. | ““Giso, | oval. 
Bs. a. P, wee 8. ort ALP. Rs. a. | Rs, a.r, 
a) , a) 

traffic for the week 292,568 | 9,26,98713 0 |  49,14,658 30] 8,92,233 9 o 192 0 0! 12,41,613 6 0| 96,612 { 

ile of railway ad WL RIN ier wi 010) Sas 72512 0} : rcaata M: 


Previous 15} barge at halt. 





12 
4,898,003 | 49,560,425 4 0| 6,86,74,988 10 |1,15,03,435 14 4 0}, 8,88,908 1,08,54,765 2 0] 1,435,695 2,496,010 | 3,872,905 
co abst aael 
1,582,807 |” 9,606,166 | 4,138,401 


52,77,38 1 0) 6,79,89,647 0 1,24,00,609 70 0 "3,58,006 0 0 |1,80,96,178 8 0) 
——. 


i 
is 








Total for 10} weeks =... 
Oomranison, 





| a | | | en ee 








for corresponding week 
14,0254 | 894,529 911] 41,883,900 0] 8,06,361 5 10) 19,878 5 0| 11,60,500 4 9 91,045 155,249 | 246,204 
ie of rallwa correspond- 
wesk of previous year ae 196 1 8 taacee 4214 8 nw 6 69010 5) a... vente Fra 
he) corresponding 16} \ 
dao previous year ~ | 4,871,988 | 48,65,264 12 4 | 6,38,64,242 80 |1,15,40,074 0 5) 9,27,930 18 5 |1,67,83,860 10 2] 1,487,102 2,500,496 | 8,987,598 

















a en 
(0) There is a heavy increase in upward despatch of food-grains, chiefly from Loop districts, attended with a large falling off in traffic to and from Howrah, 
wally in piece-goods and seeds. 


TAKKKSSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 14th October 1899 on 22°23 miles open. 














































































Coacuina TRaFric. Sno TER EHD Mingrat TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
Other earnings Total a 
(estimated), earnings. 
Senate: porting Weight ca Receipts, Coaching. Masshiate TOTAL. 
( Rs, a. P, M. ® Rs, a. P. Rs. A. P. Rs. a. P. 
a 
tmMofortheweok ... ahs (a)5,153 11 0 13,512 20 458 6 0 900 5,621 1 0 920 92 1,012 
milo of railway  ] 23118 4 20 911 066 252.13 9 sages ous a. 
‘Prerions 14} weeks of half-year 267,866 09,754 9 0 1,99,641 0 6315 9 0 12% 0 0 66,196 2 0 15,727 7311 17,038 
‘Total for 15} weeks... 279,824 04,008 4 0 gaan 20] @71915 0 13 0 0| 7,817 8 0 16047} 1, 18,050 
oe i —| eee camentenain| eng ecncnlt 
Comparison, 
for b 
ear Pending serge! of 
t af allway i * 18,247 4,296.12 8 9,929 10 5 9 0 815 0 4,71 4 3 1,086 102; = 1,188 
previous your ve se 193 47 fits 18 (8 1 065 211 sates hai on 
tor (Scr raeeetbbes: heReeceaddbtall oe — Ec Peirs teed 
os onan reeks . 
PMious year asf 280,632 | 63,939 6 5 1,383,768 20 5075312 0 103° 8 6} 69,1810 1 17,182 1,652] 18,684 


(a) The increase is due to “ Doorga Poojah’’ traffic, chiefly from Howrah. 











TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 22°23 miles open. 














































: | CoacmiNG TRAPFIO, a TIO. MinwBaL ‘Teavvic Taar. 
omataath ———~ |Other earnings | Totaloarnings, 
(estimated), 
Number of Coaching Weight 
passengers. receipts, eed: set Coaching. 
Re, a.P.| Mpa 6 Rs. a. P. Rs, a. P. Rs. a. P. 
Total traffic for the oe 5 9,876 s1 00 900 $2414 0 O42 
a permile of rail of ral a ti sd (ones oS H ee ~ 13 15:10 066 “oe 09 reson ostses 
+ ~yahregm 5) Vn 
‘hee se 279,824 64,008 4 0 2,13,153 20 6,778 15 0 135 0 0 71,817 3 0 16,647 1,403 
Total for 16} wooks a. 208,408 69,218 2 0 2,238,030 0 7,084 15 0 144 0 0! 76,442 1 0 17,089 1,495 











_——$ — | | 
a ComPanison. 
a for cory rea weok 


¥ 


23,080 6,519 2 6 10,028 10} 401 8 0 812 0] 5,020 1 6 1,002 06 


< teraliloct railway oorrsapoud- 













































































© ag Meek of previous year .. deneee ms 45 are 18 09 0638 266 11 5 saeeee eneies 
corresponding 163 
woeks of previous year... 904,2124 | 69,458 8 11 1,483,796 30 5,476 15 0 12 4 6} 75,087 12 5 18,274 1,548 
(a) Tho decrease is due to heavier traific from Howrah in the corresponding period of 1898 owing to commoncoment of “* Poojah” holidays, 
“ DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ended 14th October 1899 on 162'24 miles open. 
Coacnine Traprio, SEAORA STIs SD MYSERAY ‘Trapric TRAIX-MILRS 
Peewee i oe SE a, i ‘ 
Number of | Coacht Weight é cesta) FO : Merchan 
2 = 
Rs, A. P. Mos. 8, Rs. a. P Rs. A. P, Rs. 4. P. 
tat traffic for the week —, 16,410 19,188 1 0 9491 0 |" 13,351.10 0 68 0 0] 32,57211 0 8,838 
per mile of railway eevee 118 010 dooves 82 069 20012 4 seoaen 
For previous 14} weeks at ha 
year ca 246,180 | 230,457 12 0]  12,03,665 20 | 1,70,020 1 0 91 0 0} 4,01,418 13 0 48,813 
Total for 15} weeks =... 202,500 | 2,49,61018 0 | 12,98,006 20 | 1,85,37111 0 1,009 0 0 | 4,83,991 8 0| 107,576 63,051 
ComPanison, 
otal for correspondin; k ‘ 
of previous year ... oe “ 16,9884 19,608 211 80,601 80 10,2438 1 0 106 3 6 20,955 7 5 81a $,192 : 
Per mile of cliwsy core: 
ing week of pre year anones 12013 9 ssovee es 2 010 3 18410 2 ous wos 
for  correspouding 15? 
weoks of previous your “n 2,61,802 | 2,27,806 3 9 9,01,623 10 | 1,834,612 15 7 905 6 O| 363,324 9 4] 110,147 46,972 | 1 
; . 
* DELHIL-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 21st October 1899 on 162'24 miles open. 
—— — 
Coacine TRAPPIC. anon ax Moves | Mnavvrc TRAIN-1L8S 
ites as Other earnings) 
Number ot | Coaching ‘ inated 
Lelia pean > Mic cari Receipts, | 
Rs, A. PB Mona, 8. Re, a. P, . a P 
+ Total traffic for the week .., 17,166 18,427 1 0 82,681 30 11,433.13 0 
Or per mile of railway ge] tetas Oy bet aes 0 77 
For previous 15} weeks of half-year 262,590 | 2,490,610 13 0 12,08,000 20 | 1,83,871 11 0 
= Total for 19} weeks —,,, 270,756 | 2,068,037 14 0 18,80,588 10 | 1,094,805 8 0 1 


ae | ———}-— => | —— — 








i ComMPARISON, 
Race remnane week tl sary] agsas | reusnan| a2 10 0 
eh ees 0 0 
sy. mile of railway corres: 
1 ho apd aA retype EEE “ne 710 saa 7 8 2 
Total for corresponding 16) weeks Bee ARO baeT a ED 
of previous year 41. | 278,682} | 9,46,705 1 6] —9,76,810 20 | 1,40,813 9 7 





* 


SOUTH BEAR RarLway. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended 14th October 1899 on 78°83 miles open. 





star 


Pas 


SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. 


+ 
Pst, 
ie E halt. 


- 


Approzimate Return of Trafic for week ended 21st October 1899 on 78°83 miles open. 













—————_=_> 
TRaPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, a 





Coacutye Trarric, 





MERCHANDISE AND MingRay 
TRAPFIC, 


is 













































is ther earnings Total yt 
Ta one (estimated). ki ae a ee d 
fed. Receipts. carried. * Receipts. ‘ene Total. 
. No, Bs. a. P. Mos. 8. - Rs. a, P. : 
Total for the week ow 8,155 4,188 3 0] 35,775 30 2,579 4 0 
fame ll iinlf-year} 184,000 onat 6 0 | 9,59,6ii"'s0 90,008 tO || 
‘Yor previous 14} woeks of half-year Bh, 5 53, , 3, ea 23,648 
Total for 15 weeks... | 142,155 68,349 9 0 | 3,899,447 20 82,684 5 0 4,203 | 95,874 
a a aa ———— ——— | cos! —— | — Le TT ea 
Comparison, . iat 
rb 
re 
‘Total for correspond: woek of "7 
pone yeas: nd oon eee seaeee oe sone aie poate = a 
Ver mile of railway corresponding a 
‘ Hal fae eres Tost aS sites ane 08 seve “ a4 
yp Peeviousyear =, ue tne sree ae ad Rese ig 4 
1 aR RR CS) er ( i 
: i 
rape 
And 


EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


= 




















. ‘a 
(Urctupme N, B., Dacoa, K.-D., anp Assam-Brnar Sxcrions.) ” 7 ‘ 
Approwimate Return oY Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 23th October 1899 on 834 mstes open. | 
* ieee |e eae babel «|| son mee 
* nding i 
a ee omar Weight ouriea| Reselpis, | etmnmboal, | “Surmeen Conohing Meroban- | Tota, 


Re. a. ‘I Re, a. P. 
mh ga ap gg] me 
1,07,00,777 0 | 98,00,208 0 0 | 2,57,979 0 0 | 59,35,151 0 0| sr7,954 
1,80,00,637 0 | 87,00,848 0 0| 9,07,170 0 0 | 60,00,001 0 0| eis,aba 













02,825 0 0 | 3,906,614 0 0 36,074 


880 0 0 0 
18,74,604 0 0) 1,66,27,340 0 | 38,27,210 0 0 513,081 0 0 | 614,855 0 0 





seeeee 


582,055 





* Exe)nding steamer. he: 
+ Auditod up to dnd Sopten hee 800, 









DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 26th October 1899 on 86 miles open. 





100 0 7, 00 
7a) 8 mm 88 













































- 
__ 579,638 0) 48.208 0.0 68,388, 
"953,783 0 | 65,646 0 0| 2,808 0 0| 1,84813 0 0 = | 
6,514 0) 4,610 OF 0 39 0 0 1 
6 0 0 ba 0 530 0 400 123 0 0 tw oo re | 
118,116 0 0} 505,672 0| 44,208 0 0| 3,52 0 0) 1,065,865 0 0) 40,8068 86,476 | 77,290 
* Audited up to 2nd September 1899, ‘ ‘ i 
z 
ee * MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. 
ip ’ 
ft Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 28th October 1899* on 54 miles open, 
fale Coactine Tuavric, | MBBCHANDisy AD MINERAL | TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILRS RUN, 
at Other earnings, Total 
p including ferry,| earnings, 
umber | cuacnng | oleh | mani conn, | Mata | 



















lh Rs, a. ¥. Mos. 8.| Ra, a. Rs, a. P. Ba. a. Y, 














| Botattrame for the week 4,00 850 0 0 13,070 0| 590 0 0 2% 00! 1,500 0 0 164 mm 
Or per mile of railway wi 1 13 00 a2 0] gil 00 ane 2 00 ¥ 4 
your ee a 67,183 | 12,859 0 0 65,700 0| 3,020 0 83 0 0} 16,802 0 0 13,160 | 91,948 

61,343 13,809 0 0 78,839 0 4,510 0 103 0 0 18,422 0 0 13,883 23,270 
sevens anenee 2,773 0 402 ry 
iis ioe 8 0 of H- 
eas 2 41a 0 00 ow , 


* Due to opening of Jagannathganj Station, 
th vudlited ip to Bnd Septem! ember 18, 





BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 

















Rem * Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 28th October 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 

foe > AT ———— = =a ——————— 
tt u/ CoacHING TRAPPIO. MEACKARDING 422) Mixrrat | TRAWVIO TRAIN-MILES BON. 
2 ——— =| = |= 
Humber ot | Coaching |Weight curried.) Receipts Coaching. | Merohan- | Total, 





Mps, 8, Res, a. P. Rs. a. P, Rs, a. P, 


6,160 0 oo 0 0 100 0 1,050 0 0 
219 0 200 0 400 420 0 


1,17,828 0] 7,768 0 0 858 0 0] 15,083 0 0 


1,283,486 0 8,258 0 0 8 0 0 16,733 0 0 
| | 


ak for corresponding week of 
drt of allway corespondig 

‘of previous year » Ps 

to corresponding “date of 





© Includes ballast train.miles 820. ; t 
+ Auditod up to 2nd September 1699, 













; f AILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafi 





¢ and Mileage for the woek ended 28th October 1809 on 83°19 miles open, 








Muxcuaypisx arp Minerav 
CoacnINe TRAPPIC, — TRARY. 






















TRAPVIO TRAIN-MILES RUN. 



















= OMineinding’”| Total | 
poet tee ee | Reveipts. craecliaee patina AAs Mershan- | Total, oh 
Mops. 6. Ra. a, Rs, a. P. Re. a.P, a 

Pes] MSs) ee] me | sae 

180 0 0 : 


$371 00} 5273 | 13,47 | re 
141 0 0! 96951 0 0 5,003 | 14201 | 19,808 a | 
|] it 


m2 00 #4 0 0 130 wu 44 
ensee . a 00 ooevee 
e971 0 6412 0 0 1,768 0 0 16,417 0 7 2,635 


289 0 15 0 0/* 


9,180 | 11,815 





* Audited up to 2nd September 1899, 
t Bxcludiug: terry, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPAN Y, LIMITED. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and mileage for the week ended 21st October 1899 on 139 miles open. 








Coacurne Trarric, “oxymoron ty Murmur | 
















| TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES RUK, ¥ 

LERREIEIN) SSRSK ET AH Other earnings. | Total earnings, 

Number of Coachi: Weight Merchan- 

passengers, Seostptee’ ante Receipts. | Coaching. | dise. Total. n 

Re. a. P. Mos. 6. Re a. P, Re ar. Rs, A&P. «J 

tal traffic lor the week eu 23,143 10,181 0 0 1,01,090 0 10,359 0 0 19 0 20,659 0 0 6 8, a 

Sore ms hail. 178 +78 0 0 727 0 mbO00 10 "14 0 0 oe Beis: 
tee = ~ we 490,72 1,88,787 0 0 18,05,718 0 | 1,45,607 0 0 12,423 $,46,817 0 0 59,528 181,671 









Total for16 weeks... 513,865 | 1,98,968 0 0| 14,06, 
ere 


1,565,966 0 0 8,607,476 0 0 
—_—_—_ —————|__. 








Comparison, Oe 
for corresponding week 
pvrions year 08 ase 33,448 16,285 0 0 78,632 7,159 0 0 187 0 0! 23,681 0 0 4,341 8,377 + 
of railway correspond. 
‘Week of provious year... 268 130 0 0 589 0 7 00 200 1899 0 0 enteee eoveee ewees E 
Mal to corresponding date ’ 
Hrvious year es TO 520,246 | 1,853,055 0 0 11,66,779 0 79,671 0 0 4,803 0 0| 267,529 0 0 66,128 63,257 119,385 


* Audited up to 9th September 1899, 
t Coaching traffic calculated on 130 miles only. 


SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 
(Worxep sy rue B,-N.~W. Rartway.) 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ending 21st October 1899 on 18 miles open. 
- es 


Ooacuime Taayrio, | M¥BCHAxDIgR aw Miwmnat TRAYPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 


ees Total ! 

us Cone earnmgs, ————___. xj 

Weight Merchan. wath 3 

Passengers Receipts. | carried Receipts, Coaching. ieee. Total, a 


No. Re, a. P. _Mps, Re. a. P, Rs, A. P. Re, a. P, 


























mn 00 % 160 400 % 0 0 36 108 ; 
8s 0°05 1°39 006 ogg 33 pur Mes Ma ey 
eevee woneee <ineos thine es Rasa ookh aie ae 
ve sarah WR | nee ee |e ———$— | —_ |} 
OL mn 00 25 100 400 9% 0 0 36 108 6 
a i | as cs eee | come cent 





Receipts per mile for the week ending 21st October 1899 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 == ww 


3 


Decrease as ie eutr? 
8 from Ist July to 21st October 1899 
Melo” for tho.cormeponding period of 1808 
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Procsxprxes of the meeting of the Council of the 
Tieutenant: Governor of Bengal, held on Saturday the 
h Sey 
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Rosolut on on the Annual Generai Administration Report 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled under the provisions of the Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892, 


Tne Council met in the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 9th September, 
1899. 
Present: 
The Hon’ble Siz Joun Woopsury, x.c.s.1., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
presiding. 
The Hon’ble Mr. W, 8. OupHam, c.1.8, 
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The Hon’ble Kuan Banapur Mavtyr Detawar Hosain Anmep. 
The Hon’ble Basu Jaraa Moran Sen, 
The Hon’ble Mr. T. W. Srrnx. 
The Hon’ble Rasa Snasnt SHAkHARESWAR Roy Banapor, oF Tantrrur. 
The Hon’ble Sanmzapa Manomep Baxutyar Suan, 0.1.2, 
The Hon’ble Mr. D. F. Mackenzie, 
The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. Apcar. . 
The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosa MuKHOPADHYAYA, M.A,, D.L., P.B.A.8., F\R.S.E, 
The Hon’ble Basu Borxanta Naru Sen, 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
Attecep Ittecan Sentence. 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpRanatH Banerses asked :— 


Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the case of one 
Hazle, who was convicted in May last by the Sub-divisional Officer of Raniganj 
of grievous hurt for having assaulted an old khansama named Hossein Buksh an 
knocked out two of his teeth, and was sentenced to a fine of sixty rupees, or in 
default to suffer rigorous imprisonment for six weeks? Did the Magistrate in 
his judgment say: “I consider that Hazle committed a cowardly assault on a 
defenceless old man, and that he should not. be lightly punished?” Is nota 
sentence of fine illegal upon conviction in a case of grievous hurt under 
’ section 825, Indian Penal Code, which makes it obligatory upon the Magis- 
trate to inflict a sentence of imprisonment ? Having regard to the character 
of the assault committed by Hazle, which ‘has been described by the Magistrate 
as “a cowardly assault upon a defenceless old man,” and the obvious illegality 
of the sentence of fine, will the Government be pleased to take such action as 
» the justice of the case may demand ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Botzon replied:— 


“The attention of the Government was drawn to the case mentioned by 
the Hon’ble Member. The conviction and sentence, and the law as to the 
punishment for the offence of grievous hurt, are correctly stated in the 
question. The passage quoted also appears in the Magistrate’s judgment. The 
accused was an Eurasian gunner-guard of the East Indian Railway. The 
Magistrate thought a fine of Rs. 60 adequate, and awarded Rs. 25 to the 
complainant as compensation, besides a small sum for costs. The character of 
the punishment, it is evident, was carefully considered by the Magistrate, 
with full regard to the circumstances of both the complainant and the accused; 
it was acquiesced in by the complainant, who could easily have moved the 
Magistrate of the district in the matter; and probably, therefore, the sentence, 
which. gave him a compensation, was that which satisfied him, In these 
circumstances the Government did not interfere.” 


Aw To Sanskrit, Persian anp Arasic Scuoors, 


The Hon’ble Rasa Snasnt SHaKHareswar Roy Banapur, or Tanepur, 
asked :— 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a short statement 
showing the total number of indigenous Sanskrit Grammar schools and the 
total number of indigenous Persian or Arabic schools that. are 50 ee 

ecuniary help in any shape from the funds at the disposal of Local an 
Municipal Boards in Bengal and the amount of aid received from Local and 
Municipal Boards in Bengal by each of these two classes of indigenous schools 
during the last three years ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. Stack replied :— 


“No returns giving the details asked by the Hon’ble Member aro furnished 
to Government,” 


ENcouraGEMENT to Inpie@Enous Scuoots, 


ae Hon’ble Rasa Suasni Suakgarrswar Roy Banavur, or Tanrerur, 
asked :— 


Will the Government be pleased to state how far, in its opinion, the 
“ That where Municipal and Local Boards exist, the registration, Board and “zi nae? 
Supervision and encouragement of indigenous elementary schools, oards are, in the mai 
whether aidea or unaided, be entrusted to such Boards; provided of affordin, enconrage- 
— Daetred shall a ig in ic way — such schools as a ment to the indi 
ire to receive or subject to Supervision of | i 2 ; ri 
Beards,” :W Sanskrit and Boosian : 
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} 
“ That the aid given to elementary indigenous schools be a ch Grammar Schools of this 
th fants at the disposal of Local and Municipal Boards, . ¢ F 

where Gach exist ; and that eum tatidaase school, which is regis- Province, carrying out in 
tered for aid, receive from such boards the aid to which itis entitled practice the recommend- 
der the rules.” * . * 3 
me That the officers of the Education Department keep lists of all’ ations contained in para. 
elementary indigenous schools, and assist the Boards in selecting = 675 of the Report 
schools to be registered for aid, and in seouring a proportionate of the Education Commis- 
provision of education for all classes of the community, sion, extracts from which, 


for convenience of easy reference, I beg to quote in the margin ? 


The Hon’ble}Mr, Stack replied :— 


‘All the information on the matter to which the Hon’ble Member 
alludes in his question is contained in the annual reports submitted to Govern- 
ment by the Director of Public Instruction. A copy of the latest of these 
reports, viz., that for the year 1897-98, has been given to the Hon’ble Member, 
whose attention is invited to paragraphs 220 to 228 of the report. The 
Government will welcome from the Hon’ble Member any information he has in 
regard to the contributions to these schools, and will consider with him whether 
any action is necessary.” 


THE CIVIL COURTS AMINS BILL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Botron introduced the Bill to repeal the Civil Courts 
Amins Act, 1856, in Bengal, and moved that it be read in Council. He said:— 


“I beg now to introduce the Bill to repeal the Civil Courts Amins Act of 
1856, in Bengal. In asking for leave at the last meeting of the Council I 
explained the reasons which have led the Government to the conclusion that it 
is desirable to abolish the system of Civil Court Amins and leave the Courts free 
to select Commissioners for local inquiries under section 392 of the Code of 
Civil Procedure. I stated that the Commissioners would be selected from the 
junior Pleaders and other competent persons in the districts ; and rules as to the 
remuneration of such Commissioners will, no doubt, be issued by the High 
Court. The existing Amins will not be prejudiced by the repeal of the Act, 
They will retain their appointments, and be employed on such duties as may be 
assigned to them, including local inquiries in districts in which there may not 
be a sufficient number of competent persons for appointment as Commissioners. 
The present measure meets, I believe, with ween approval, and, as it merely 
repeals the Act in Bengal, with the proviso that the appointment and pay of the 
existing Amins are sayed, I do not ppp to move that it be referred to a 
Select Committee, unless any Member of the Council desires that the reference 
should be made. ‘he Bill will be published in the next Gazette, and I shall 
take an early opportunity of moving that it be considered in Council and passed. 
Any suggestions with regard to the working of the new system which any 
Hon’ble Members or outsiders may wish to offer will be gratefully received by 
the Government and fully considered.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Borkawra Nara Sen said :—“ With your Honour’s per- 
mission I beg to offer a few remarks with regard to this Bil. As I have just 
come from the mufassal, and the mufassal people know a good deal of the work- 
ing of the Civil Courts Amins Act, and as my experience extends over a period 
of 35 years, I happen to know something about the working of this Act. After 
the Civil Courts Amins Act.was passed, came in the Civil Procedure Code of 
1859, that is, three years after that. Provisions were made in the Civil Proce- 
dure Code of 1859 for the appointment of Commissioners to hold local investi- 
tions, adjust accounts and effect partitions. Since then, the Civil Procedure 
Code has been amended several times. We have the authority in the Local Gov- 
ernment to frame rules as to the qualification of Conimissioners to be appointed 
for executing such commissions. Practically, now-a-days, commissions are 
issued simply for holding local investigations to Civil Court Amins, and parti- 
tions and adjustments of accounts are effected through other agencies. This 
Bill no doubt is a very short Bill, but its potency should not be judged by its 
dimensions, because large interests are entrusted to those Commissioners, 
especially in districts subject to diluvion and alluvion, There can be no 
_ Possible objection whatsoever to the repeal of . this Act; in fnet, perhaps 
many cronid. hail it with joy. But the Government is now attempting, 
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in order to secure efficiency, to raise the status of the Commissioners 
who are to be employed for such purposes. I would — venture to submit 
that, after the repeal of this Act, the Government will have to frame further 
rules under section 392, Civil Procedure Code. Perhaps it would not be out 
of place if I were to suggest, as I consider these rules will have to be 
looked upon as a mere supplement to this Act, that the Commissioners be 
selected from the junior members of the Bar, being sufficiently qualitied ; and 
a certificate of some sort may be enjoined upon them to be produced. Of 
course it is not for me to suggest in what particular way the certificate 
is to be obtained. A legal knowledge of silting evidence is absolutely 
necessary; as these Commissioners will hold local investigations, they have 
to sift ‘evidence on examination of witnesses. Then, if it be enjoined 
further that service as a Commissioner for holding local investigations in 
a certain number of cases be a condition precedent to the appointme * 
of a Munsif, I submit that it would be raising the status of the Com- 
missioners, and would at the same time be making provision for securing greater 
efficiency in respect of surveying works by the Judicial Officers as well. 
Ido not mean to make any reflection on any one, but I do mean to say that 
even amongst the present Munsifs and Subordinate Judges only some are 
acquainted with surveying and many of them find difficulties in disposing of cases 
in which there are complicated questions of surveys and maps. In the course 
of 25 years, perhaps, if these posts of Munsifs and ubordinate Judges are filled 
up by theso men, then I daresay there would be efficiency secured, and if 
the expectation be held out to these junior members of the Bar, that that 
would be a sort of stepping-stone to get the appointment of Munsif, it 
would have a moral influence over them, and it would be safeguarding against 
dishonesty. I submit therefore that if, in framing the rules which will have to 
be framed, these matters be considered, then no doubt proper measures would 
be taken for securing efficiency and honesty. There is also another aspect 
. of the question which I would venture’ to submit. The Bengal Tenancy 
Act also contemplates local investigations. In the case of determination of 
the incidence of a tenancy, and in the case of a demand for enhancement of 
rent on the ground of the rate of rent being below the prevailing rate, local 
investigations are contemplated. If uniformity in the execution of commis- 
sions is to be attained, and if I rightly understood from the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill that the object is to dispense with paid official agency and, 
that non-official men are to be employed to a certain extent, in that case 
these Commissions might also be entrusted for execution to these junior 
members of the Bar; but there is this difficulty, that in the Tenancy Act 
it is provided that the commission is to be issued to a Revyenue-officer, Of 
course, this would necessitate a modification of the Tenancy Act itself. With 
these remarks I beg to entirely support this Bill, which ought to be passed 
without being referred to a Select Committee.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Bouron in reply said:—‘‘I am very glad to have heard 
the remarks made by my hon’ble friend Babu Boikanta Nath Sen. The 
will be useful in the consideration of the rules which’ should be passed wit 
regard to the qualifications, especially in surveying, and the remuneration, 
of the persons employed under section 392 of the Civil Procedure Code. 
Tho Hon’ble Member's suggestion that qualification in surveying, as dis- 
played in the carrying out of these local inquiries; should be held to give 
a claim to junior Pleaders to appointment to Munsifships is also well worthy 
of consideration, I should myself be disposed to put that suggestion in 
this way, that these local inquiries should be entrusted to the junior Pleaders 
who are already registered as candidates for Munsifships, rather than that 
junior Pleaders who have been employed on these inquiries should have 
a claim to be registered as candidates for Munsifships. We shall, after the 
repeal of the Act, have to communicate with the High Court with regard to 
the rules to be framed, and the present suggestion will be communicated 
to them for consideration and advice. The second suggestion made by the 
Hon’ble Member was that these junior Pleaders might be employed in inquiries 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act; but he admitted himself that a difhiculty 
exists, inasmuch as the section of the Bengal Tenancy Act which provides for 
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wits specifies the employment of Revenue-officers. 
4, until that section is amended—and that must 

S ndmeat? of the ‘Tenancy Act generally,—I fear that no 
change can be Only two years have elapsed since one Chapter of the, 
, and that was sufficiently formidable under- 
it will certainly be slow to undertake a general 
The employment of Pleaders in these rent-suit 
inquiries, which nm. Ye friend Babu Boikanta Nath Sen would like to 
see introduced, is, the.efore,unlikely to be accomplished for some time to come. 
I now move that the Bui'l beread in Council.” 


~The Motion was put and agreed to. 
The Bill was read accordingly. 


THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Baker moved that the two Reports of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Calcutta Municipal Bill be taken into consideration, and that the 
clauses of the Bill. be considered in the form recommended by the Select 
Committee. } 


The Hon’ble rue Prestpenr said:—‘ Before we begin the discussion 
of the amendments which have been tabled, it may be as well that I should 
make a short statement on the matter. ‘The main principles of the Bill have 
been settled by the Council. These are, in . essence, four. . The first is 
that there shall be three co-ordinate authorities, the Corporation, the General 
Committee, and the Chairman. This was settled in the debates of April, 1898, 
and has been approved by the Government of India. Ihe second is that the 
Corporation shall consist of 50 members, 25 elected and 25 nominated. This 
was recommended to us by the Government of India, and accepted by us in 
our reference to the Select Committee last month, ‘The third is that of the 
Genersl Committee: two-thirds shall be elected by the Corporation in equal 

roportions by the elected and the nominated Commissioners, and the remain- 
ing one-third by the Government. ' This was recommended to us by the Gov- 
ernment of India; it was in line with the adjustment of the General Committee 
on which the Council decided in April, 1898, and it was accepted at the discus- 
sion of last month. The fourth and last is that the powers and functions of 
the Chairman and also of the General Committee shall be so clearly defined 
that within the limits of the powers and functions assigned to them their ~ 
responsibility shall be exclusive and complete, and they shall not be subject 
to interference by the Corporation except when this is expressly provided in 
any case, ‘This was accepted as the result of the discussions in April, 1898. 
These are the four essentiol and cardinal principles of the Bill. Some of the 
amendments of which notice has been given directly traverse these deeisions of 
the Council. [twill be my duty to declare that these are not in order. There . 
is a body of amendments of such vast dimensions, which are in order, and which 
we shall have individually and carefully to discuss, that I should not be doing 
my duty to the Council at large, if I admitted, in addition, the re-opening of 
discussion on the essential principles of the Bill, on which decisions have 
already been arrived at by the Council. I shall have the less hesitation in 
pursuing this course because every assistance which it was in my power to 
ive has been given for the presentation of views on these points, which differ 
those of the majority of the Council. The Bill has now been 18 months 
before the public. The principles were stated and discussed at three meetings 
of this Council in March and April, 1898. The conclusions of the Council were 
op in the long and interesting Minute of Dissent by two Members of the 
' Select Committee. "ePhe variations proposed by the Government of India were 
again discussed at the Council meeting of the 7th August, and all that 
could be said against the further conclusions of the Council is embodied in the 
- further Notes of Dissent by the dissenting Members of our second Select Com- 
_ mittee, There is thus on the records of the Council a complete statement of ~ 
_ the arguments on which the minority of the Council maintained an opinion 
ki Dh oyryheaage of the majority, and no object could be attained by a reitera- 
_Soniof thove arguments.” 
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The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranata Bawerser said :— your ‘3 
permission may I be permitted to say a few words by way o iplanation, at — 
any rate, of the attitude which the minority of the Coaneil have feft it their duty 
to take with regard to some of those amendments ‘0 which Yofur Honour has, 
just referred ? Some of us have been connected wit: this Cony cil for along 
time. I consider myself to be one of the oldest embers of/ this Council, in- 
the sense that my connection has been of the longeé standin,g, and I may say 
for myself that, with the exception of the two cases which Kiuve been brought 
to my notice by the Hon’ble Mr, Baker, I do not renember, a single instance 
in which any amendment has been ruled as being ‘ut gs order because that 
amendment traversed any principles which have been saccepted by this Council. 
And, Sir, referring to a discussion which took~place in 1888 upon the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, P find that principles, the most vital, were traversed on the 
occasion when the motion for, he third reading of the Bill was made and 
with the full concurrence of .ue President and the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill, and they were traversed by no less a distinguished authority than 
the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Gooroo Das Banerjee, who was ut that time a Member 
of this Council.” 


The Hon’ble tHe Presper said:—“This is a question of order. 
I have stated the reasons which have led me to say that on certain main prin- 
ciples of the Bill tuere can be no further discussion.” 


The Hon'ble Basu SurenpranaTa Baneryer said:—‘‘I merely wish to 
place our case before Your Honour if you will grant me the indulgence to do 
so. I think it my duty to point out to Your Honour thut you are making a 
departure from those principles which have been aacaed: before. I would 
point out that the principle of amalgamation was accepted by the Council in 
1888, and it was the main purpose of the Bill. Dr. Gooroo Das Banerjee 
brought in an amendment traversing that very principle, and it was allowed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor at thut time and by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill. My friend Babu Kali Nath Mitter traversed another principle 
almost as important, namely, the principle that the representative element 
should consist of three-fourths of the entire body. He was allowed to bring 
in a motion to that effect, and Mr. Irving brought in a motion of an opposite 
kind, namely, that only one-half of the members should consist of the represen- 
tatives of the rate-payers, Therefore there are these precedents where the 
principle was aflirmed, namely, that amendments were allowed which were | 
in conflict with the principle already accepted by the Council, and it seems to 
me, Sir, having regard to the character of the Bill and the popular dissatis- 
faction which it has excited, that it is unwise to curtail discussion and shut 
out amendments on a ground which is altogether new and unprecedented 
according to the Rules of this Council.” . 


A 

The Hon’ble raz Prestpent said:—‘‘I think the. Hon’ble Member will 
admit that if we are to permit the re-opening of discussions which have 
beén concluded, we shall never get to, the end of this business, and whatever 
may have been done in an individual instance, I think the majority of the 
Council will a with me in thinking that the re-opening of the di ussion 
of the principles of the Bill is no longer admissible,” 

~ The Motions were then put and agreed to. 


The Hon'ble Mr, Baxer said:—‘“ Before Mr, Apcar puts the amendments 
which stand in his name, I should like to make one suggestion, It will be seen 
that the amendments Nos. 3, 4 and 10*, all hang together, They are in form 
a mére inatter of nomenclature, and the substantive amendments which os: de 
are dependent on are, Nos. 16,* 25, 26,t 39 and 53.$ If these three first amends, 
ments, Nos, 3, 4 and 10,* are to be regarded as.a mere matter of nomenclature, 
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then I think, Sir, it will be convenient if the consideration of them is postponed. 
until after we have decided the substantive amendments on which ¢ ey hang, 
If, however, they are not to be regarded asa mere matter of nomenclature, 
but as involving a principle, then 1 have no objection to their being discussed’ 
at once in their present place; but an adverse decision of the Council upon 
those three amendments would have the effect of striking out all the sub- 
stantive amendments which would in that case depend upon them: Therefore 
I would venture to suggest for your consideration that amendments Nos, 3, 4 
and 10* be postponed and taken up along with the discussion on No. 16*, which 
is the first of Mr. Apcar’s substantive amendments on this point.” / 





The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said :—* With regard to amendment No. 3%, it is a 
matter of nomenclature, and it relates to the proper designation to be given to 
the head of the Executive. I am going to submit that the Chairman should 
not be, as there designated, the head of the Executive, and if he is the head of 
the Executive, he should not be also the Ciairman of the Corporation.” 


Tho Hon’ble Tae Pissroevr said:— Thon I understand tho Hon'ble 
Member agrees to postpone the discussion of these amendments until we reach 
the substantive proposals upon ameadment 16*,” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said: ~* | have no objection to amendments a 4 
and 10* standing over as the Hon’ble Member suggests, to be taken up after the 
amendments referred to,” 


Secrion 3. 


The Hon’ble Ma. Baxer said:—* The next two amendments, 5 and 6, relate 
to definitions, and it is the practice to take amendments dealing with definitions 
at the close of the Bill, when the whole of the substantive provisions have been 
disposed of. I would therefore suggest that those two amendwents, which * 
stand in my name and in that of the Hon’ble Mr, Buckley, may be allowed to 
stand over for the present.” 


The Hon'ble Baru Sureyprawata Banerser said :—* They are such small 
matters that we can settle them at once.” 


- The Hon’ble Mr. Baker then moved the following amendment, numbered 5, 
namely, that for clause (1) of section 3 the following be substituted, namely,— 


‘(1) “bazar” means any place of trade (other than a market) where there is a collection 
of shops or warehouses.’ 


He said:—“ It is rather ‘difficult ‘to explain the reason of this amendment 
without referring to-a-subsequent section of the Bill. We discovered, in looking 
over the sections of the Bill wuich relate'to markets, that there was no provi- 
sion which would enable us to require the owner of a bazar to introduce 
sanitary reforms; We could not compel him to supply water to it or to 
pave it or cleanse it or to do the: same things to it which the owner of 
a market is bound to do under section 507A. (now 486)t ; for a ‘ bazar,’ as defined 
in the Bill, is not the same thing as a ‘market.’ Therefore, in communication with 
the Chairman, I propose to alter the definition of ‘ bazar’ givenin the Bill’ The 
definition, given in the Bill is this: ‘Bazar “means an place of ‘tradé where 
there is a collection of shops or warehouses, and includes any place where a 
market is held.’ Well, I propose now to define bazar in such a way as not to 
include a market; A market includes a place where there is a collection of 
shops forthe. sale of food or where tuere are stalls for the sale of food. I pro- 
pose to alter that definition so as to make ‘bazar’ and ‘ market’ two’ distinct 
wings, and I shall subsequently propose in section 507A (now 4:6) to insert the 
Words ‘or any bazar’safter-the word‘ market,’ I understand the Hon’ble Babu 
Surendranath Banerjee, to whom I have’ spoken’ un tlie subject, is in general 
‘greement with me. ‘Therefore I shall say nothing further-on the matter.” - 

The Hon'ble Bau Sugenpranatu Bawetser said-:—“ I entirely agree with 
the Hon’ble Mr. Baker} in fact, I suggested to him that there was an omission ’ 
ae 
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in the Bill, and that we did not provide in the Bill for those sanitary me 
which were required to be introduced not only in markets but also in bazars, 
Take, for instance, China Bizar, It is a place which requires a good deal of 
sanitatim, but under the Bills it was circulated we did not appear to take 
any powers which would enable the Corporation to make any sanitary nge- 
ments in connection with China Bazar. It struck me that this’ was « matter 
of importance, and I placed myself in communication with my friend the 
Hon’ble Mr. Baker, andI am*glad to give him my vote in this matter.” 


The Motion was then put and agreed to, 


* The Hon’ble Mr. Buckuey moved the following amendment, numbered 6, 
namely, that the following clause be inserted in section 3, namely :— 


‘*domestio building” includes a dwelling-house and any other masonry. building which 
is neither a “building of the warehouse class” nor a ‘public building” as defined in this 
section.’ 


He said :-—“ The motion which I have to submiit to the Council relates to the 
definition of ‘domestic building.’ The rales which are contained in Schedule 
XIVA (now XV 11) of the Bill and which deal with certain conditions applicable, 
as the Bill now stands, only to dwelling-houses, were bared mainly on the 
provisions of the London Building Act. That Act not only dealt with dwelling- 
hones as defined in that Act, but also with domestic buildings. Now, a dwell- 
ing-house is obviously a domestic building, but every domestic building is not 
- necessarily a dwelling-house. For instance, under the terms of the definition of 
the London Building Act, a shop or a stable or, here in Calcutta, a kitchen, is a 
domestic building, Obvivusly it is not necessarily a dwelling-house. Now, some 
of the rules which are incorporated in Schedule XIVA (now XVI1) of the Bill 
were clearly intended by the Calcutta Building Commission, on whose recom- 
mendations these provisions were mainiy framed, to apply to such buildings as 
shops and stables. .I will give one example. Under section 24 of Schedule XIVA 
(nes XVII) there is a condition that there must be a certain space between two 

welling-houses. The reason «f that rule is to prevent the. formation of very 
narrow gullies ranning between houses, and the Bill provides that you must either 
make the space of a certain width or you must place the ueighbouring buildings 
in contact with each other. It was obviously the intention that that condition 
should not only apply to dwelling-houses but also to shoe and stables. It is 
therefore necessary that we should make a certain alteration in this Schedule 
by introducing the words ‘domestic building.’ ‘The alteration will affect some 
other portions of the rules in tie Schedule, but 1 do not think that Hon’ble 
Members wil] raise mac! objection to the results which willfollow. I therefore 
move the amendment which stands in my name.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Sorenpranata Banerser said :—“I am sorry to have to 
oppose this amendment. ‘The amendment runs as follows:— 


<« domestic building” includes a dwelling-house and = other masonry building which 
is neither a “building of the warehouse class” nor a “ public building” as defined in this 
on,’ ; 


“Take the case of ‘a Hindu temple. ‘That would be a ‘domestic 
building’ under this definition.” 


The Hon'ble Mn. Baxer said:—“I£ the Hon’ble Member. will look at the 
definition of ‘public building,’ he will find that all places of public worship 
are included in it.” ; ‘ 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenvranats Banerser said :— I am quite aware of 
that. There are places of Hindu worship which are places of private and 
not of public worship. Here is a casé in point. The late Babu Jadulal 
Mullick had a temple attached to his house, but it is nota ‘public temple 
in any sense of the term. My friend has been ‘sufficiently long in the 
country to know that there are Hindu gentlemen who have temples in their 
own houses. They are not public places of worship in the lest degree ; 
but if you accept this definition, you would apply all the elaborate provisi 
of the building sections to these private places of worship, and I asa Hindu _ 
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borate rules with rega to buildings | have found it necessary to 
introduce in this Bill _1 hope and trust having regard to erty ntalg 
stances, Your Honour will not consent to the acceptance of a definition which 
vals be attended with serious complications, especially in regard to matters 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:— I think I can re-assure the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber. There is no intention whatever of opplying all the provisions of the Build- 
ing Regulations or of the Schedules ei to private temples, or to kitchens, 
or to on A else of that kind, The sole intention is to substitute,the words 
‘domestic building’ for ‘dwelling-house’ in a vory few of the rules in Schedule 
XIVA (now XVII} The principal one is the rale which provides for open 
spaces. Rule 20 of Schedule XIVA (now XVII) is as follows:— ° 

‘Every room in a dwelling-house which is intended to be used as an inhabited room— 
a be in not less than ten feet in height, measured from the floor to 
matters meta inn 
mu Ve & clear 8! cial area of not less than uare > an 
& must be provided, for purposes of ventilation, ‘afin doe or windows opening 














directly into the external air, or into a verandah, and havin an aggregate 
a not less than one-fifth of the superficial area of that side or one of 
i sides of the room which faces or face an open space.’ ¥ 
“Tn that rule we propose to substitute the term ‘domestic building’ for 
‘dwelling-house.’ It is quite clearthat if an inhabited room is found inside a shop 
or in an oflice or in a stable, the regulations relating to inhabited Tooms ought to 
apply to it. Rule 22 of the same Schedule relates to the open space in rear of a 
house, It isquite clear that the rules about ig spaces at therearand sides of a 
dwelling-house ought to apply to every buil ing in which people live. We 
know that in this town people do live ‘in shops. It often happens that a man 
has a small house of which he uses the greater part as his shop, while he keeps a 
couple of rooms in which he lives aud aban at is the kind of case to which 
this rule is intended to yapply. The next rule is 23, which is as follows:— 
‘If any p desires to erect a dwelling-house in a street laid out before the commence- 
ment of this Act upon a site which, before the commencement of this Act, was occupied by a 


dwelling-house, and the site is of such a nature that it is impracticable to provide an. 
bath in the pest igioaaley of the didnihalind peebeeibed Sop rule 29, the General Cokatiiteee 
yal th proviso ta ahs nmr te 8 the 

‘Provided that— 


such opén space shall be Teft us the General Committeo ‘consider practicable, 
“ thre regard to all the ciroumstances of the case, ina 
(8) not more ‘two-thirds of the total area of the ‘site shall be ocoupied hy 
masonry buildings or verandahs.’ _ site 
“Well, that provides for the relaxation of the provisions of rule 22 about open 
spaces at the back, I canhot imagine that the Hon'ble Member will have any 
possible objection to that.” ; ‘ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Buckuey said —“ It is entirely in his favour.” 


‘The Hon'ble Mr. Baxer said ;—“ Rule 24 is the next one. _It is as follows :— 
‘(Z) Exoopt in localities where the erection of only detached buildings is allowed, if 
either egy st eto not attached to the Nien building, and if such side 
does not abut on on open square or the like which is dedicated 'to public uso and: is conse- 
quently not to Fe beilt upon, there must be between the house and such building an 
extending along the entire length of such side and belonging exclusively to the 


“(2) The minimum distance actoss such from every | of the house to the 
arias aries! 23 wal) tn. tater edge of the wall, of the land 

(@) six feot, if ther is . buildin ding next to such boundary line or wall, or 
tier wa of ‘at least ret erro the other side of such 

_ boundary line or wall.’ 
















“ This is on all fours with rule 22. I think the remaining cases are in 
rules 26 and 29. Those are the only cases in which we propose to substitute — 
the term ‘domestic building’ for ‘ dwelling-house,’ and it is quite clear that 
these are not matters in which the objections of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjee will have any force.” ' 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said:—“T: have great sympathy with what the 
Hon’ble Member has said, but what I am afraid of is that the sections may 
lead to complications in the future. I think with the Hon’ble Member that the 
provisions for the sanitary condition of dwellings are very necessary. Some- 
times it happens that there are persons living even in a temple, and there may 
be considerable difficulty arising in the operation of the law in such questions. 
If I could see my way to have a clear definition and a clear wording so as to 
get over the difficulty which my hon’ble friend Babu Surendranath Banerjee 
pointed out, I should certainly support the Hon’ble Mr. Buckley’s amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Basu SurenpranaTH Banersee said:—‘ 1 am in strong sym-— 
athy with the Hon’ble Mémber who moved the amendment and with the 
on’ble Member in charge of the Bill with re to sanitation, but I would like 
to make a suggestion which might put an end to the difficulty, namely, to insert 
the word ‘inhabited’ before the words ‘masonry building’.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—‘‘ That would not be possible.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. OtpHam said :—“ I should like to mention that Hindus are 
not the only people who have places of ae worship in their houses, Accord- 
ing to my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee’s description of 
them, these places of worship are essentially private, and I cannot see why, like 
private Catholic chapels, they should not be subject to the restrictions which 
are intended to provide for buildings of their nature.” ' 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bucky said :—“ It was at the suggestion of the Hon’ble 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee that this motion was taken now instead of being 
taken, asthe Hon’ble Mr, Baker meses it should be, after the Fe amend- 
ments, which are to be introduced in Schedule XIVA (now XVII), had been 
considered, I think, had the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee permitted 
the proposal of the Hon’ble Mr. Baker to be carried out, he would have seen 
that the difficulties which he has raised are rather imaginary. As a matter 
of fact, I should Spawn! not have tho least objection to Hindu temples 
being excepted. {£ have no objection whatever to that, but I would point 
out to the Hon’ble Member that the ‘alteration, if in some respects it is 
perhaps not altogether in accordance with his ideas, in two important respects 
isa direct coneession to opinions which I know he holds. As regards what 
the Hon’ble Member said about there being no objection to kitchens or stables 
being excepted from the operation of the proposed rule, I would point out to 
him that there are many parts of the town—even in the European part of the 
town—where two stables are a short distance from each other, and those are 
sometimes insanitary places. It would not doatall to use the expression ‘inhabit- 
ed masonry building’ as is’ suggested, because that would permit uninhabited 
masonry buildings as well as kitchens and stables being built at short distances 
apart, which would be extremely insanitary, With reference to temples, I 
believe it is commonly the case that the Priests‘and other Officers of the temple 
do live in'them, and sanitary rules which apply to other inhabited buildings 
ought to apply to them.” : 


The Hon'ble raz Prestpenr said:—‘ Do you accept the suggestion that 
Hindu temples should be excluded?” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Buckxiey said ;:—‘I have no objection to Hindu temples 
being excepted.” im 
The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—“ It would be better to let the definition 


stand, and then, when we come to the Schedule, we may be able to make an 
alteration in the rules of the Schedule.” — 


The Hon’ble Mr, Bouron said :—“ I confess I should be better prepared to 
yon an opinion on this amendment if further time were allowed for its con- 
si tion. , (hee me homens 
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ne Present s ‘think that is the best solution. We 
_ can consider this when we come to the Schedules.” bide 
_, The further consideration of this amendment was then postponed until 
Schedule XIVA (now XVII), Part IV, had beon dealt with. 


, The Hon’ble rae Prustpenr said:—“The Hon'ble Raja Bahadur Ranajit 
Sinha of Nashipur is. unfortunately ill and therefore unable to be present 
to-day, but he has sent 1n a list of ‘amendments which he proposes in regard to 
the Ball I cannot find any rule in the Rules for the Conduct of Business 
regulating this particular matter; bat I have no doubt the Council will 
accept my decision as President that the Hon'ble the Raja Bahadur, of 
Tahirpur, shall be allowed to move the amendments in his name,”, 


The Hon’ble Raya Suasut Suaknareswar Roy Banapur, or Tanrerur, 
in the absence of the Hon’ble Raja Ranajit Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, moved 
on behalf of the latter that the words “diphtheria, enteric fever’ and erphoid 
fever” be omitted from sub-clause (a) of cla 12) of section 3, He sai 


“This paper, containing a few amendments suggested by my friend, the 
Hon’ble Raja of Nashipur, who is ill, as is known to you, Sir,. and therefore 
not in a position to attend the meeting to-day, has beon placed in my hands 
with a request that I should move them on his behalf, so 1 beg to move that 
the words ‘diphtheria, enteric fever and typhoid fever’ be omitted from 
sub-clause (a) of clause 12 of section 3, 

“I think I should add here that personally I am not in full sympathy with 
this amendment, because in my humble opinion these are certain y diseases 
which may be classed as dangerous,” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said :—“I did not understand that this amendment 
would be brought on now, but I can explain why these particular diseases were 
mentioned in the “definition. ‘They are taken from the definition of danger- 
ous diseases in the English: Statute for the prevention of diseases; and if you 
refer to the definition given here, it will be seen that it is open to the Govern- 

‘ment, by a Notification in the Calcutta Gazette, to add any other epidemic or 
endemic or infectious disease to this list, ‘Lherefore, if ‘there is any feeling 
that it would not be desirable to include such diseases as diphtheria, enteric 
fever and typhoid fever, 1 have not the least objection to accepting their 
omission, because it will be in the power of Government to insert thens after- 
wards if it should at any time be-found desirable.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Sorenpranara BANerser said:—‘‘T think that these 
diseases should be included, and I med say as a late Member of the Corpor- 
ation that we invited the Health Officer to the conferences that we held i in 
connection with this matter, and'it was in accordance with the advico given 
to us by the Health Officer that we included these diseases,” 


The Motion was then put and lost. 





Secrion 4, 


The Hon’ble Basu Jarra Monan Sex moved that in section 4, after the 
word “ sar 7 words “subject to the control of the Corporation” be 
said :— 


“Section 4 ab ae to enact how a question where a dispute as to whether 
4 particular piece of land or cluster of huts is or is not a ‘duste’ or ‘ bustee 
land’ aries, should be decided, and the power has been given to the General 
Committee to decide those questions finally. 
“«* Bustee’ and ‘bustee land’ have been defined in the preceding section. 
Bee! question whether or not a piece of land is or is not a ‘bustze’ or 
‘bustee land’ is of very great importance to the owner. 

1) | Various responsibilities and liabilities have been imposed upon him by this 
Bill. He is made liable to pay the consolidated rates payable by the occupiers 
Of bustee land and huts—section 159 (now 180). Distress warrants will be issued 

against him in case of default. He is responsible for keeping the bdustee clean 
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may maintain for cleansing it—and ‘to pay heavy fines if 

not cleansed in accordance with notice issued by the Munici Be 
to bear the cost of preparing standard plans—section 419 (now 400). He is — 
restrained from building huts on bustecs until the standard plan is prepared 
and approved—he cannot alter the standard plan, He is required’ to construct 
Sid tate soosordanns il the seadondpli 6s turer wey a yeaa 
old bustecs in accordance with the standard so far as may eer? 
ents ordered by the General 
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‘Committee on the report of the medical 
406). He incurs heavy fines under various sections of the Bill. was 

“This being his position, it is natural that the owner would prefer to have 
the question finally decided by the Corporation. The elected Commissioners are 
expected to realise the inconveniences of the owners and to be cognizant of 
all the incidents of busteas and bustee land. It is an essential element of the 
fair dealing out of justice thatthe party interested must be conscious that 
justice has been done, and that any reasonable apprehension that he has not 
got fair justice dealt out to him should be removed, seaigerne en et 

_ “Tt cannot be urged hy the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill that the 
Corporation, if the body is formed under the newly revised Bill, is not suffi-. 
ciently representative according tothe Government view, That being so, there 
is no reason why the Corporation should not be trusted and why they should 
not be converted into a responsible body.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Baker said:—“The Hon'ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen has 
‘said that this quastion is one of great importance to the owner of a bustee. 
That may be, but the determination of the question whether a particular piece 
of land is dusdee land, as defined in the Act, or not is a comparatively small 

uestion of executive detail, and it is contrary to the whole principles on which 
the Council and the Select Committee have acted to transfer any smal] question 
of detail to the decision of the Corporation. It is possible—in fact, it is 
wrobable—that to determine whether any gl piece of land is buste 
and or not it might be necessary to make a local inquiry. It might often 
happen that Nebel inquiry would be the best way of decent. it. Now, 
Sir, how could the Corporation, a body of 50, make a local inquiry? The 
practical effect of the amendment of the Hon’ble Member would be to give an 
appeal to the Corporation against a decision of the General Committee ; and from 
first to last the Select Committee, and I may say thisCouncil, have set their faces 
against conferring any appellate powers on the Corporation, for there is no 
sort of power aid lee ra is less fitted to exercise than the power of a 5 
Moreover, if the Hon’ble Member had referred to Chapter XXIII (now XX 
which deals with bustees, he would have found 'that the Uorporation has very little 
to do with mutters affecting Juséecs, It has the power to sanction plans 
for the improvement of dustecs, but with that exception it has no power 
whatever in any {matter of detail. By section 417 (ow peas first section 
of that Chapter, it is provided that the General Committee has the sole power 
to determine the external limits of a bustee. For these reasons, Sir, I think it 
would be absolutely inconsistent and improper to accept the amendment, which 
I therefore oppose,”. Terre aestt . 
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sympathy with the amendment, and I must object to the passage in the speech 















of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill in which he was pleased to sa: 
that this is a matter of Executive detail, and local it Pe amet he eves y 
If so, why not give this power to the Chairman? man, as ' 
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Corporation. 1 think the Hon'ble Mr. Oldham pathised with us in 
relieving the General Committee of the pressure of work which the Bill 
imposes upon that Committee. Having regard to the fact that the General 
Committee will be overweighted with work,. and being so overweighted it is 
liable to make mistakes, it seems to me as a necessary safeguard that the 
power of appeal ought to be conferred upon the Corporation. I think the 
amendment ought to be accepted. A right of appeal is not a thing which 
everybody will make use of on eve oecasion, and the Corporation is not 
likely to be overburdened with work. It is only when sometiiing is done 
which calls for redress, and a man feels he has a grievance, that he will avail 
himself of the xight of appeal to the Corporation.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Orpaam said:—The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjee has quoted me quite correctly, but I must point out to him that his 
quotation is not to the point in the present .connection. I alwa 
with the Hon’ble Member in’ charge of the Bill that the Corporation was the 
last body to be entrusted with appellate powers, and I do not see how it will 
lessen the work of the General Committee if there isto be an a peal from the 
General Committee to the Corporation. He also spoke about the Corporation 
holding local enquiries and about a General Committee holding enquiries. In 
my experience as Commissioner the Corporation has never held a local enquiry, 
but the General Committee has frequently held a local enquiry.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said :— “TI do not myself follow the idea that the 
Corporation is to hold a local enquiry, An enquiry will have to be held, and 
the matter will have to be submitted to the Corporation. There is no difficulty 
in a matter such as that, but, when my hon’ble friends Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Oldham in chorus say that they cannot trust the Corporation with appellate 

owers, may I remind both of them what Sir Henry Harrison said: how much 
iB valued the power that the Chairman had of appeal to the general body of 
Commissioners? 1 know my friends the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham and the Hon’ble 
Mr. Baker may make light of what Sir Henry Harrison said when it tells against 
any contention that they may be urging, but, at any rate, I know the manner 
in which Your Honour has spoken of the capacity and experience of Sir Henry 
Harrison. I therefore cannot agree wit my friends that, so far as the 
Corporation is concerned, they are not capable of dealing with matters in appeal 
which come before them. The ep em en has exercised appellate powers 
in a way that has been commended by Sir Henry Harrison, and ina matter 
such as this I do not think it is asking too much for at least an appeal to be 
allowed to the Corporation.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bouron said:—“I oppose this amendment for three 
reasons. First, the definition of bustee is simple and clear ; secondly, a 
body of 12 competent men forming the General Committee may be trusted to 
interpret and apply that definition correctly ; and sper if you refer the 
uestion to a larger body, there will be more chance of discord’ A matter of 
this kind ahead 4 think, be left in the bands of the General Committee,” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosa Muxnopapuyaya said:—‘‘I regret I am unable 
tosupport this amendment; but I do not agree with the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill that the Corporation is the last body to be entrested with 
the power of hearing appeals from the decisions of the General Committee. If 
he means to lay this down as a general proposition, 1 disagree with him, but I 
agree that this is the last instance in which such a power of appeal should be 
- The word ‘bustee’ and the words ‘bustee land’ are defined in section 3. 

he matter seems tome to involve a very simple question of fact, and I am 
hot prepared to believe that a decision upon a simple question of fact by 12 
rsons 18 likely to be less correct than a decision of that question by 2 larger 
ody of 50. If the decision of the question had involved a decision upon a 
question of principle I should certainly have been prepared to give an appeal 
om the decision of the General Committee.” 


/__ The Hon’ble Banu Jana Monay Sew in roply said :— This amendmont is 
_ objected to on the ground that a large body of 50 would not be able to make a 
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local inquiry, and that this could be better done by a body of 12. Ifailto see 
why that should be so. a a CM 
“If, as was suggested by one of the Hon’ble Members, objection is taken on | 
the score of the inconvenience of a large body of men deciding such a question, 
why not leave it to the Chairman alone? I could have well understood it if this 
matter was left entirely to the discretion of theChairman. He is the chief Execu- 
tive authority of the Corporation ; but, with due deference to the opinions ex - 
pressed by the dissentient members, I should contend that this appeal is very 
necessary. I might, however, change the wording of the amendment and put 
it thus: ‘subject to an appeal to the ser get instead of ‘ subject to the 
. control of the Corporation.’ I need not add anything more to what my friends, 
the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee and the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar, have 
said,” 
. The Hon’ble Mr. Buckuey said: —‘ There is one point in connection with 
this matter which I think has perhaps been overlooked by the Council, As a 
matter of fact, any question of this kind would, | take it, come in the first instance 
before the General Committee, for under the provisions of section 88 (now 95) 
of the Bill the General Committee can, and [ hope very largely will, delegate 
certain of its powers and duties to Sub-Committees. There will unquestionabl 
be a Bustee Sub-Committee, and the business of that Bustee Sub-Committee will 
be to deal with all details of this kind. I take it that the real intention of the 
mover of this amendment is that where any decision is given there should be 
some appeal. He will have, as a matter of fact, in almost all cases an appeal 
practically from the bustee Sub-Committee to the General Committee, because 
all the doings of the Bustee Sub-Committee will be subject to the control of 
the General Committee. As a mutter of fact, I believe that, under the Lendon 
Building Act, such a matter as this would be dealt with in a far simpler way. 
In London there is a Superintending Architect who gives the preliminary 
decision, and curiously enough his decision is final, subject only to appeal to a 
body which is called the Tribunal of Appeal. There is no power of appeal to 
any Committee or Sub-Committee or Corporation at all. There is a regular 
quasi-independent body called the Tribunal of Appeal which deals with 
technical matters of that kind. -I think, therefore, to give a power of appeal 
to the Corporation in this case is quite unnecessary and out of the question. 
The Motion was then put in the following form:— 
“that in section 4, after the word ‘and’ the words ‘subject to an appeal to the 
Corporation’ be inserted”, 
and was lost. 
Srcrion 5. 


- ‘The Hon’ble rae Pansrenr ruled the following motions standing in the 
name of the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar, to be out of order:— s 
(1) that section 5 be omitted ; % 
(2) if the last amendment be lost, that for section 5 be substituted “The entire 
Municipal Government of Calcutta shall vest in the Oorporation.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—‘‘ With regard to motion No. 11 of the 
Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee that the words ‘of the Corporation’ in 
clause (3) of section 5 be omitted, in this case also the amendment is really 
dependent on the decision that may be come to on Nos. 16, 18, 25, 45 and 55,* 
and it would be convenient to discuss it along with those amendments. My 
reason for suspecting that it should be postponed is exactly the same as the 
reason for which I suggested the postponement of Nos. 3 and 10,” 


The Hon’ble rae Present ruled the following motions, standing in the 
name of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, to be out of order >— 


1) That the following proviso be added to section 5:— 

spe fovided thet both the General Committee and the Chairman sball be responsible to 
the Corporation for the due and satisfactory performance of their duties under this Act.” 

* Amend: " i ; 
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“ Provided that it shall always be opento the Corporation, on a requisition made in 
that behalf by any five Commissioners,. to consider any decision of the General Committee or 
the Chairman ; and the orders of the Oorporation upon such decision shall be final.” ‘ 


The Hon'ble tux Prestpenr also ruled the following motion, standing in 
the name of the Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath Sen, to be out of order:— 


That to section 5 the following proviso be added :— 
“Provided that any decision of the General Committee or the Chairman may be con- 
sidered by the Oorporation, on a requisition made in that behalf by not less than six 
members of the Corporation; and the decision of the Corporation shall be final.” 


Sections 6, 8 (2), (2, 43 (3), 46, 47, 49, 50 and 59 (1), anv Sénevute V, 
RULES 5 AND 6, 
The Hon'ble tHe Presipenr also ruled the following motion, standing in 
the name of the Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen, to be out of order :— 
That section 6, section 7, sub-section (7), section 84, sub-section 3), sections 37, 88, 40 


and 41, section 52B, sub-section (Z), and rules 5 and 6 of Schedule IVB, of the Bill as 
revised by the Select Committee in April last, be restored.* 


Nomenctarure; Posrriox or CHarMan (sections 5 anv 6). 


The following notices of amendment, standing in the name of the Hon’ble 
. Apear, were then brought forward, namely :— 

No. 3: that for the expressions “Chairman” and “Chairman of the 
Corporation,” wherever they oceur throughout the Bill, the 
expressions ‘Commissioner ” and Municipal Commissioner” 
should respectively be substituted. 

No. 4: that for the expression ‘ Commissioner,” wherever it occurs 
harman the Bill, the expression ‘‘Councillor” be substi- 

tuted. . 

No, 10: that in section 5, clavee (3), for the words “a Chairman of the 

Corporation ” the words ‘a Municipal Commissioner” be sub- 
stituted. “ 

’ No. 16: that in section 6 the words “the Chairman and” be omitted, 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer, speaking of amendment No. 16,+ said :—“ This 
amendment is identical with amendment No. 18, which stands in the name of 
the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, and I would suggest that these two 
amendments be discussed together.” 


The Hon’ble raz Present said :—‘‘ Quite so.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—‘I would further suggest that amendment 
No. 19}, which stands in the name of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, 
and which is an alternative to his amendment No. 18, should similarly be re 
and discussed together with the latter.” 


The Hon’ble tae Prestpent said:—“I think the roper procedure will 
be to take up the discussion of amendment No. 16,+ and, as the Hon’ble- 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee’s motion is identical with that of the Hon’ble 
Mr. 8, whatever the conclusion of the Council may be upon amendment. 
No, 16,+ the Hon’ble Member will no doubt accept No. 18 without further 
argument.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Surenprawata Banersue said :—‘I suppose there will 
be a discussion ?” 
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the words ‘the Vice-Chairman’ be inserted after the word 
1 and 2 of section 6,” It is printed on page 1940, post. : 
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The Hon'ble rae Presment said :—‘‘ Yes, upon amendment No. 16,* and 
whatever the conclusion may be upon that will apply to the Hon’ble Member's 
motion No, 18.” : 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—“I would suggest that Nos. 18 and 19+ 
should be taken together, because they are alternative, and it would be conve- 
nient to have one discussion. Of course the amendments would be moved 
separately.” 


The Hon’ble Banu SurenpranatH Banensee said:—“Amendment No. 19+ 
is a different matter altogether. The one refers to the Bombay system and 
the other to the Calcutta system. The difference is as wide as between the 
arctic and the antarctic A 

The Hon’ble Mr. Acar said :—‘ Since Your Honour has been gracious! 
pleased to permit me to move the aloes of the amendment No. 16* whic 
stands in my name, I shall take advantage of the opportunity to ask for its 
acceptance, although, with the indications before me, I confess I'do not expect 
any measure of success, 


“Tf I may be permitted to make a personal explanation, the ruling that now 
has been made has taken me completely by surprise. I have not seen anything 
in the rules or standing orders to lead me to think that it was possible that 
I might meet with such a ruling, and I have given my whole attention to 
certain matters, all of which now proves to be waste of labour. I would have been 
glad to have given my attention wholly to matters of detail in the Bill, and 
to put aside those relating to the constitution of the Corporation, if only I had 
entertained a suspicion of what in the result would be the fate of the amend- 
ments that have been disallowed. Sir Alexander Mackenzie, in closing the 
debate on the 6th March, 1898, when the BIll was referred to the Select 
Committee, said :— 

‘As I said last Saturday, the ono feature in the Bill about which Government has 
made up its mind is the strengthening of the City Executive.’ 

“The proposals relating to the — mentioned by Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
are Port section 23 (now 13) of the Bill. The ruling of to-day which has 
eliminated my amendments goes further, to a great extent,than was in the mind 
of the originator of the Bill. I eons 1 must take it that I havemisled myself, 
but I confess that I never suspected that there was room for any doubt upon the 
point, because in the proceedings connected with the Act of 1888—an Act which 
the Bill before usis intended to repeal—the report relating to which has been day 
after day under my observation, I have ticed how, when the object and purpose 
of the bill was to amalgamate the suburbs with the administration of the town, 
amendments directly opposed to this principle, and expressly stated as intended 
to oppose this principle, were not o YY permitted to be moved, but in fact were 
discussed at some length in the Council. This may have been all wrong, but 
there is the precedent before us in a Bill pena the Corportion. TI confess 
Tam very or to have so misled myself, particularly as the result is that 
many days of labour have been absolutely thrown away, which might have been 
utilised in other directions. ‘ 

“In approaching the task before me, while the impression created by the 
speech that closed the discussion in the first debate that I had the honour to 
attend, is still fresh in my mind, I feel how utterly unequal I am to emulate 
that gentle-tempered address which was so eminently calculated to put aside 
wrath. But, together with my admission of weakness and incapacity to 
employ soothing phrases, I would ask that allowance be made for me for the 
reason that mine is not the fege? of a ruler of a province, who speaks in 
this Legislature from the dais, with the assured support of a body of voters on 
either hand. I am only a humble combatant, so to s ; straggling 
desperately against overwhelming odds, who has to suffer the rough an 
tumble of the contest, and I ese must use such efforts as I find n for 
my support. I haveno desire to call a spade a spade in the sense in which such 

* Printed on 1919, ante. i 
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erg I will i forced, in order to convey my meaning, to pane mysolf 
as I best can in the controversy. I can onl 


y submit to a test.as to the accuracy 
and truth of my statements, and as to whether the use of my facts is justifiable. 


“ Before I turn to this particular section, Sir, 1 am led by what transpired 
on & pr: vious occasion to say that I trust my hon’ble friend in charge of the 
Bill wi'l not jump up to interrupt me with the objection that I am attacking 
the Executive of the Municipality, and will not be inspired by any such fanciful 
idea. I disclaim any idea of attacking the Municipal Executive. ‘If I wanted to 
attack the Municipal Executive, I would not come to the Bengal Council for 
the purpose. I could do so more effectually from my place in the Munici- 

ality. Mv hon’ble friend is aware that where I have thought it necessary 
t have not hesitated to do so. I repeat, my intention is to state facts in support 
of my contentions. If I am inaccurate, I shall be glad to be set right. But 
I cannot be stopped from making use of the reasons that I rely upon, because 
they happen to tell against the Municipal Executive. 


_ “Now, Sir, there have been’many ideas as to why the Municipality have 
failed, and we have many remedies proposed to remedy their shortcomings. 
But Government seem never to have thought of the idea that the system of 
eppointiqgahe Chairman is in fault, and that the remedy is the simple one of 
allowing the Corporation the choice of their own Chairman. I have long 
contended that it is not fair to blame the Corporation until you shall have given 
them the choice of electing their own Chairman; and this is the remedy I now 
submit to the Council. I go so far as to say that tinder the present system the 
Government are themselves responsible for the shortcomings of the Corpora- 
tion, for they appoint the Chairman; they will have those only who will be 
under their power completely, and through their Chairman they generally can 
carry out any measure they may seriously be bent upon. The serait can 
do anything he wishes to do by appealing to the whole body of the Corpora- 
tion, This has been proved ‘again and again, and Sir iiieg Harrison, as 
I have before shown, relied upon this very power of appeal. "If a Chairman 
were to prove recalcitrant, he would be removed. I ind: remind the Hon’ble 
Mr. Bolton how some time ago the Corporation were not permitted to have 
-“an official of their choice, to whom they were willing to vote the full pay 
of the post; but a younger and less experienced Chairman was given to them. 
I will give another instance, that occurred at a very much later period, of 
a Chairman of their choice being refused to them, and it is a concrete instance 
showing that the Government will not permit any one, who is not directly 
subordinate to them, and is not directly under their power and direction, to be 
the Chairman. I myself communicated to Sir Charles Elliott, when he was 
Lieutenant-Governor of this Province, the name of an official who was about to 
_ ‘retire, and | represented to him what I have been saying to-day, that it was 
not fair to the Corporation to blame them unless they were allowed the choice 
of their own Chairman. On the day before Sir Charles Elliott left us, he 
info me that he had made over the question to his successor, who would 
deal with it. I had before been told by a highly placed official that the 
Government would never consent to any person being Chairman who was not 
in active service under them, and it is so widely known now that it is no secret 
that this was the very reason why the gentleman to whom I refer was not 
sere, Here was one who was highly approved by the European non- 
official community, I had ascertained that he would be weleomed by my native 
friends.. We were willing to fix the salary ata sum that was acceptable to 
the candidate we supported, who himself was willing to become our Chairman. 
He was a man of energetic habits, of a practical turn of mind, in robust health 
and approved of by all. Hehad won his spurs in the service; he had been 
decorates the Queen, and he had filled one of the highest posts in the 
Province. Nevertheless the Government would not:appoint him. It could not 
be that they thought that he was broken in health and unfit to continue to 
work in this country; because, after they refused to appoint him as Chairman, 
Government carat ke ypointment in this country, and lam not sure that 
_ he is not still holding it. Then why would not Sir Alexander Mackenzio 
ae int so unexceptionable a person to be the Chairman? What other reason 
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can be given but that the Government will not appoint | nm who is 
indepenlens of them ?—that they will not permit any person to held that posi- — 
tion if he is not entirely dependent on them, and is not directly subject to their 
power and authority? By insisting on appointing a Chairman in their service 
the Government can control and direct the administration, and this they know. 
They will not trast one who has been trained in their service, but is not under - 
their control. I do not think that it is a far-fetched idea that the Government 
are not free from responsibility with regard to the shortcomings of the 
Corporation. 


‘Again, one of the most mischievous influences under the nt system 
has been the frequent changes in the office of Chairman. I have taken the 
trouble to draw up a table showing the changes in the office since Sir Henry 
Harrison left in the year 1890. I will read it to the Council:— 


Mr. Leo +. [Appointed | 16:h April, 1890... | Left on privilege leave, 5th July, 1892. 
» Kitchio ... | Olliciated .,, | 6th July, 1892 +. | Acted until 24th September, 1892. 
a ... | Returned .., | 25th September, 1892 | Left on 6 months’ furlough on 24th March, 1893. 
» Ritchie  .. | Officiated.,. | z6th March, 1893... | Left on privilege leave, 31st March, 1895. 

* Vice-Chairman...| Ditto... | 16th October, 1894... | Acted until 4th November, 1894. 

Mr. Ritchie .,., | Confirmed | Ist re 1895 .« | Left on privilegd leave on 13th April, 1896. 

Vice-Chairman ,. | Officiated .., | 21st optomber, 1896 | Acted until 20th November, 1895. 

Mr. Williams ...| Appointed | 14th April, 1896... | Left on privilege leave on 81st August, 1896. 


Vice-Chairman .. | Officiated .., | Ist September, 1896 ... | Acted until 28rd October, 1496. 

Mr. Williams .., | Returned... | 24th October, 186 ,,. | Went on leave on 18th May, 1897. f. 
» Bright  ...} Officiated ... | 19th May, 1897 «. | Went on sick leave on 6th March, 1 
» Greer ...]_ Ditto... | 7th’ March, 1898 __,,. | Acted until 28rd November, 1898. 
» Bright  .,. | Returned ,,, | 24th November, 1898 : 


“Tt is impossible for an administration to be carried on with any hope of 
satisfactory results, when the breaks in the continuity of service in the office of 
Chairman have occurred so frequently. A new Chairman coming fresh to 
duties of a novel nature has, in the nature of things, to learn the alphabet of 
his business, Before he has mastered it, he goes on leave, and his lo-wm tenens 
has to begin the process afresh. When he returns he has to acquire knowledge 
of what Fas transpired in his absence and to re-learn what ho has forgotten. 
All this while the administration has to go on with its own momentum. ‘The 
Chairman coming new to his work is in the hands of the heads of depart- 
ments, instead of supervising and pene them. He is entirely ignorant | 
of the history of the questions that come up for decision, and I have no hesita- - 
tion in saying that, if it were not for the working members of the General 
Committee, who have been old and experienced members of the Corporation, 
the administration could not have been earried on, In all these circumstances 
it isnot surprising to.find that when a new Chairman comes he upsets the policy 
-of his predecessor, The administration must suffer when it has to be carried 
on in such adverse conditions. If there was an enquiry, it could be shown how 
eften this kind of proceeding has happened. I can give some instances that 
occur tomy mind. ‘The last ‘change in the office was when Mr. Greer acted for 
Mr. Bright. J have no wish to mention names, but I cannot help myself, in 
order to avoid confusion, since the changes have occurred with such frequency. 
The case I am about to give isone I already have mentioned, and is of a 
striking character, because it involved an expenditure of Rs. 60,000. Bright 
had rejected the scheme of the Engineer to get out pumping machinery at 
such a large cost without calling for tenders, and in consultation with the 
Government authorities had preferred another scheme. Mr. Bright went away 
on leave, Mr. Greer came into office, and almost immediate] ught before 
the General Committee that very matter which Mr. Bright had already decided. 
The Commissioners, who were wholly ignorant of what had before been decided, 
were invited by Mr. Bright’s cum tenens to adopt a proposal that the perma- 
nent incumbent had considered and rejected. Then as to Mr. Bright and his 
predecessor. 1 will first take the question about the Loans Department. It is 
a question which forms the subject of one of Mr. Risley’s charges. This is one 
of the offences in Mr. Risley’s eyes which he has quoted to prove the Commis- 
sioners to be unfit for administering the effairs of Calcutta, because they did 
not accede to Mr, Williams’ request to transfér the Loans Department, which 
is most excellently worked by the Municipality, to the Bank of Bengal. The 
Commissioners had pi that the transfer would impose needless expen- 
diture and was uncalled for, The question had not been decided 









Mr. Williams left us If he had not gone’ away on leave, there is but little 
doubt that he would haye succeeded in having his way. But he went on leave, 
and Mr. Bright came to act for him, One of the first acts of the letter was 
to declare that it would be inadvisable to make the transfer. I think that it 
was fortunate that Mr. Bright held this view; but whether he was right or 
wrong, the fact remains that the policy of the permanent incumbent was 
upset. Again, we hgve been blamed by Mr. Risley with regard to the 
arrant Departmen his also forms one of the charges preferred against 
us by Mr. Risley. Let me explain. Our dues are collected by two Collectors 
who are remunerated by the allowance of commission on the collections made 
by each. Noticesof demand are issued by the Collectors, and the Commissioners 
have thought that if warrants to realise the dues were allowed to be issued, 
before the expiry of the quarter, by the Collectors who are so much interested 
in the collections, there would be hardship, particularly as the debtors were 
entitled to the full quarter within which to pay. It has been the practice for 
the warrants, if necessary, to issue in the succeeding quarter. Thé preceding 
Chairmen had held a different view. Mr. Bright came into office, agreed with 
us in our objections, and intimated to the Government his support of the views 
held by the majority of the Commissioners. Here, again, Ab or wrong, there 
is a most pronounced disagreement from the policy of his predecessors, which 
also servegithe useful purpose of answering Mr. Risley’s charge.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—“I submit that the Hon’ble Member’s 
motion is that the words ‘the Chairman and’ be omitted from section 6, and I 
cannot see that all this has any connection with it whatsoever.” 


The Hon’ble tHe Preswwent said :—It will no doubt work itself out. Pray 
continue.” 


The Hon’ble Ma, Arcar said :—‘ I have no wish at all to submit questions 
which are irrelevant. My desire is to exclude the head of the Executive who is 
appointed by the Government from being the Chairmun of the Corporation, and 
I am submitting illustrations in support of my contention, one of my reasons 
being that continuity of administration is broken under the present system, 
The intention of the section is quite clear, and I am combating the purpose 
embodied in it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bourow said :— If tiie Hon’ble Mewber wishes the Chair- 
man to be a mere figure-head, it does not matter whether the continuity is 
emer or not. He is not to be a working Chairnian, but a figure-head as in 

ombay. 


The Hon’ble Tua Paustenr: —“ We have had no explanation yet. Pray 
proceed, Mr. Apcars. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Acar said:—“In Bombay the Chairman holds a very 
responsible position, and is not a mere figure-head. He. is not an independent 
authority, and he is not the head of the Executive. 


_ “Then when I come to Mr. Ritchie’s tenure of office, I come to a most 
interesting subject, and I am glad of the opportunity of dealing with it, 
use it forms one of Mr. Risley’s most serious charges in his reply in 
the debate in April, 1898. I refer to dustee improvements. Mr. Risley 
Stated that the Government had directed the expenditure of the annual 
sum of one-and-a-half lakh of rupees for duséee improvement, and presented 
a table of expenditure to show that sums far short of this amount had 
spent in’ the years 1889 to 1896. Now Government had dixected 

the expenditure of the sum named, not for bustee improvement only, bat for 
both the cleansing and tho structural improvement of dustecs, and Mr. Risley, 
in his h to throw blame on the Commissioners in every iacateakt, 
way, ges he: delighted to have something to say -against the Commis- 
Slouers, _ ged them with neglecting their duties and disregarding ‘the 
directions of the Government, in spending sus far short of the amount required 
_ under the letter of the Government. I have done my best to discover how 
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t in bustee cleansing, but the system of accounts by the 
Executive has so far precluded discovery of this. But what is indisputably — 
clear is that the expenditure that Mr. Risley so confidently relied upon to show 
that the Commissioners had failed in their duty was for structural improvement 
of bustees only, and did not include buséer cleansing, and what is also clear is 
that Mr. Risley had taken no pains to verify what he so’ confidently relied 
upon, and that even in bustee improvement a sum lca in excess of what 

t, Risley stated had been used. I will now place before the Council a letter 
from the Government of India, dated the 10th Jariuary, 1884, bearing the 
signature ‘A, Mackenzie,’ the Secretary in the Home De;artment at the time, 
and communicated to the Corporation by the Hon’ble Member now in charge 
of the Bill on behalf of the Local Governmeut. The direction as to the 
amount to be expended was conveyed in this letter, and I ask the Council’s 
special attention to the words,of commendation used, In those days the 

rporation were regarded to haye done ‘ much excellent-work.’ ‘Later, when 
they were doing infinitely better work, they were condemned in unmeasured 
language. ‘Che material portions of the letter are as follows :— 


‘The many important matters with which the report deals have been fully reviewed in 
this Resolution, and no furthér orders from the Government of India are cailed ‘for. The 
Governor General in Council is glad to acknowledge that much excellent work hus been done 
by the Calcutta Municipality during the year. In respect of sanitary improvemen pesially, 
the advance is very marked. * * * ® All the remarks and suggestions contained 
in paragraph 17 of the Lieutenant-G»vernor's orders deserve their most careful attention. ‘she 
sum of Rs, 1,50,090 per annum is the least sum which should, in the opinivn of tho Governor 
General in Council, be set apart for the clewnsing and structural improvement of the bustees.’ 


“Now let us soe what is Mr Ritchie’s letter to Mr. Risley himself, when 
S-cretary to the Local Government only so late as in 1895. The letter is 
dated 15th April of that year :— 


‘The third topic to which I wish to refer is that of town and bustee improvement. 


‘In paragraph 5 of the Government of India letter, comment is made upon the small 
amount recently expended under the heads of town and dust ¢ improvement. The Commis- 
sioners must be absolved from blame in this matter, as the financial situation of the Corpora- 
tion hae precluded me from recommending higher «xpenditure on new projects under these 
heads in the town proper. It must be borne in mind that the well-known Harrison Road, | 
the construction of which marks an era in Caleutta street improvement and abolished many 
bustees and is essentially a measure of town and bus/ee improvement, has been financed 
during the seven years from 1884-90 to 1895-96. I would invite attention to the table on 
page 4 uf the Administration Report showing the gross expenditure up to 31st March, 1895, 
annually incurred on this project, and to the statement of expenditure and receipts on pa 
12 bringing the account up-to Ist September, 1895, which shows that the net cost of ‘be 
project has been Ks. 27,387,000. -Thus there has an averege gross expenditure of 
upwards of 8 lakhs annually, and.an average net expenditure of nearly 4 lakhs annually on 
towa and dustee improvement in respect of this road alone during the past seven years. 

* Sass . . . 
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‘I would take this opportunity of saying that in my opinion the advantages obtained 
by the Corporation under the system known as the bustee procedure are inadequate to the 
expenditure incurred. That procedure was fully described on pa and of the Resolu- 
tion on the Administration Report for 1892-98, and it was stated in paragraph 18 that 
“ bustee schemes resolve themselves into this: that the bustee property is improved at the 
expense of the Commissioners, the owners merely giving wpe the use of the public the lend 
required for the roads.” ‘ 2 .. some cases, a8 in Ram B 
Lane and Sircar’s Lane bustees, in Ward 6, tho dustee huts are removed immediately on the 
roads being constructed, and pucka dwelliugs erected in their stead. 

' _. ‘I maintain that the preferable procedure is to acquire lands for substantial widths 
of roadway with surplus lands on the side to be resold at a profit, as has been done in the 
case of the Harrison Road in the town and the new roads in the Suburbs, namely, the 
Lansdowne Road, the Chetla Road and the new Kalighat Road now under construction. 
‘his procedure is simpler, it is freer from legal difficulties and the improvement effected is 
far grout-r, It is right to.enforce the dustee procedure so far as it carried out the original 
intention of the Legislature © x Fa Fa r But when it comes to the 

‘ Municipality spending large sums on the construction and sewéring of streets of very narrow 
dimensions, a practice which is strongly condemned by sanitary authorities, I think that 

_ their funds oe eee and that Government should hesitate to press upon the Commis- 
sidners, expenditure Municipal funds on bustee improvement of this sort.’ 

5 See staal I have aneged speaks for itself. 1 cape i to ae to the 

+ point in asubsequent stage of our proceedings, so that 1 shall not d on it any 

er now, except to say again that Mr. Risley does not think fit to explain that 
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the Government included buséee cleansing in the expenditure of the sum that was 
mentioned. It will have been observed that Mr. Ritchie departed deliberately 
from the policy of his: predecessors in regard. to dustee improvement, and that he 
absolves the Commissioners from any blame in the matter. 


“We next comesto Mr. Lee, who succeeded Sir Henry Harrison, and again 

I can give an instance of a chunge from the plans of his predecessor—at least he 
failed to carry out an idea on which Sir Henry Harrison had laid some stress, 
and again I am able to refute another charge that Mr, Risley has brought. Sir 
Henry Harrison desired to institute a municipal dhobikhana; he obtained the 
sanction of the Commissioners for a Surveyor to go to Bombay, who was des- 
patched and brought back plans, and the Commissioners sanctioned the necessary 
expenditure for the establishment of all that their Chairman asked for. At this 
juncture Sir Henry Harrison left the post, and his scheme was forgotten or laid 
aside by the Executive, and would not in all probability have been revived up to 
this day if it had not been for an elected Commissioner, who brought up the 
question I think in 1895, and the Commissioners again readily sanctioned the 
necessary expenditure, and a dhobikhana is to-day an accomplished fact. Here, 
again, we have another instance of Mr. Risley’s extreme readiness to hurl charges 
against the Commissioners without verifying his facts and with no ground 
for his accusation. I have given only a few instances. Let the Government 
grant an enquiry, and many instances will be forthcoming, of the changes 
in consequence of the change in the office of Chairman, and also of schemes 
falling through owing to the same cause, and also when Heads of Departments 
go away. These are the grounds on which I ask the Council to consider the 
advisability of trying a change in the system of appointing the Chairman. 
Allow the Corporation to elect their own Chairman, and they will be able to 
make their own terms. And better still, and what would secure a continuity 
in the work of the administration, allow them to elect from their own: body, 
When the Corporation have the control of their own business, they would elect 
from their own body a Chairman who would be intimately acquainted with the 
working of the administration and the history of questions. He would be well 
aware of the schemes on foot, and they would not lapse in the way that there 
is a tendency to do in the present system. When the Corporation will elect 
from their own body, it will be the Corporation who will be carrying their 
business forward, and they would be more likely to do so in a continuous 
manner, If there was a change, it would not be owing to the want. of 
knowledge of an-inexperienced Chairman of what had gone before, but it would 
be deliberately done after consideration of the subject. Again, Sir, can it be 
denied that no one is placed at the head of a business until he has served an 
apprenticeship in it? Sir Alexander Mackenzie, in his speech at Entally, said 
that even if an angel came from heaven, he could not perform the duties of 
Chairman satisfactorily. I haveno knowledge of angels from heaven, but would 
any business man go to the Civil Service fora manager of his business? It would 
be presumptuous on my part to attempt to eulogise that service. Viceroys and 
statesmen of the highest rank have spoken of them in terms of well-merited 
praise, and I could not, even if I desired, which I do not, depreciate them. But 
their training and education do not fit them to take charge of a difficult ‘and 
complex business like the administration of a Pee and self-governing 
institution such as the Corporation of Calentta. I would ask the Hon’ble 
Member for the Chamber if he would go to the Civil Service for a 
manager of a tea garden? He would as little like to see tea from that 
garden inside his cup as outside of it, if it were so managed, Ho would 
as little like to drink the tea manufactured from that garden as he would 
expect to see a dividend from tea manufactured there. Would any bank, 
any shipping or export or import firm go to the depths of the mufassal 
ora manager of any of their businesses? They surely would not do so. 
Then, why should ‘it be expected that the only fit person to be the head 
of the difficult business of municipal administration is a junior member of 
the Civil Service, however promising he may be in his own line of official 
life? ‘The task is too severe for any such 0 cer, and the choice is not fair to 
© public. The planI am submitting would not in any degree interfere with 
he functions of the head of the Executive. He still would be the head of the 
Executive, with the Executive authority assigned to him untouched. He 
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would then be in the position that would be most appropriate and suitable 
for him; for, deny it how we may, and in this Council I do not expect 
concurrence with me, official Chairmen with their training come to us invariably 
with their minds imbued with certain principles of office that they never lose, 
and so there is no independent judgment with regard to whatever may be done 
by the Executive who are placed subordinate to them. Supervision fails; 
criticism is, I may say, deprecated, Take an instance to illustrate my meaning, 
and it indicates the habits of thought that prevail. The Engineer, without the 
sanction or even knowledge of the Corporation, started most expensive and 
costly drainage works, with regard to which the Government sanction had 
under the law to be obtained, but which in the system under which we have 
been working had not been obtained, and this apparently has not been con- 
sidered a serious matter by the Chairman. It is incredible that these things 
should be, but I am stating facts, and it is extraordinary the latitude that has 
been allowed to the Engineer by the Chairman, ‘These circumstances show a 
grave condition enough, but what I particularly now desire to point attention 
to is an aspect of the question to show how the official mind regards questions 
that are brought up for discussion. Immediately I discovered that a new 
drainage scheme had been started, one of the first questions I raised was as to 
the alignment of one of the main drains, I by no means asserted that I was 
correct in my view, or that a better alignment than the one proposed by the 
Engineer covld be found, but 1 was desirous that my proposal should be 
considered. The Engineer met me with the short assertion that my sugges- 
tion was simply impracticable, The reasons he gave, I believed, from his own 
old plans for the drainage scheme, could not be maintained, and I pressed 
that my suggestion should at least be considered by the General Committee. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Oldham tien threw up his hands and eyes, and exclaimed 
how could we possibly go against the views of our official adviser. 1 pressed 
for consideration of my suggestion, and the Engineer then met me with a 
counter proposal that the question should be submitted to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Buckley, who is the pirsaek to the Local Government in Engineering 
questions. ‘I only wanted that my proposal should be considered, and I readily 
agreed. The reply we received from the Government was in the nature of a 
snub; we were told to attend to the advice of our official adviser, Fortunately, 
at this period, our Engineer left, at the expiry of the term of his agreement 
* with us, The Government lent to us one of their officers to carry on the 
work in the interval before a successor could be appointed. I again asked for 
my suggestion to be considered, and this officer frankly admitted that he could 
not say that it was impracticable. When our new Engineer arrived, he at 
once took up my suggestion. He thanked me for making it, and adopted it 
as being the preferable alignment, since it was the more economical, easier 
worked, and better and more practicable in every way. We are told that more 
motive power is wanted among the Commissioners. Why, the official Executive 
resent our intervention and try to block us if they can. ‘I'his is not an enquiry, 
many instances could be discovered, but I have given two instances of thi 
already in the course of the debates. I was unable for many years, as I have 
before described, to carry through the scheme of improvement relating to the 
opening out of a new road to Kalighat, And I have mentioned how the Local 
Government have not condescended even to reply to our letter asking that 
steps. be taken to carry out the recommendations of their own Building 
Commission for opening out the congested s of the town. I now have given. 
I think, sufficient reasons for a change in the system of appointing the head of 
the Executive to be the Chairman of the Corporation. If the Government 
so desire it, let the choice be limited to a member of their servico; but 
allow the Corporation their choice and let not the head of the Executive be 
ex officio Chairman of the Corporation.” 


The Hon’blo Mr. Baker said:—“I do not propose to follow the Hon’ble 
Member through the large mass of entirely irrelevant details with which he has 
favoured us. It seems to me, Sir, that not less than four-fifths of the time 
ray by the Hon’ble Member was spent in dealing with matters which, in 
my humble judgment, have no connection whatever with the amendmeuts now 
before the Council. But there.are two matters with which he dealt to which 
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I will briefly refer. He was pleased to be very sarcastic at the expense of the 
Civilian Chairman of the Corporation, and he stated very plainly that he would 
refer that the Corporation should have a free hand to choose their Chairman 
m. outside the ranks of that service, Sir, if the Hon’ble Member would look 
forward to section 10 (now section 11) of the Bill, he would find it provides that 
the Local Government may appoint any fit person to be Chairman. There is not 
one word from first to last in this Bill to show that the Local Government is 
restricted in its choice of the Chairman either to the Civil Service or to the Bar 
or to the Public Works D ment, or to any branch of its own service what- 
soever. Then, Sir, he said agood deal about the want of continuity in the office 
of Chairman, and he said that if we hadin Calcutta asystem, which I understand 
he means to be that of Bombay, thatthere would be no such breach of continuity; 
at all events that the breaches of continuity would be less frequent. He proposes, 
I understand, that there should be a heat of the Executive in Calcutta corre- 
“sponding to the official who is knownin Bombay as Municipal Commissioner, 
and that the Corporation should appoint their President, I presume in the same 
way a8 the Bombay Corporation appoints its President. The Hon'ble Mr. 
Bolton intervened to point out in a very proper way that in Bombay the 
President is only a figure-head. He is not {a real working officer at all, and 
therefore, it is of no importance one way or the other whether there is continuity 
in his appointment or not. But, asa matter of fact, the breaches of continuity in 
the office of Presidont of the Bombay Corporation are infinitely greater than 
the breaches of continuity in Calcutta, for, if the Hon’ble Member refers to the 
pray. | Act, he will find that a fresh President has to be chosen every year. 
If the President resigns or retires during the course of the year, or dies, then 
another President has to be chosen for the remainder of that period. If he 
were to look through the records of the Bombay Corporation, he would find that 
for every breach in the continuity of the appointment here, there are not less 
than two in Bombay. 


“But, Sir, all this is by the way. Ishould now like to deal fully with 
what I understand to be the real proposal of the Hon’ble Member. The proposal 
is in part incorporated in his amendments Nos. 38, 4 and 10,* which by 
arrangement are to be taken along with this amendment.” 


- The Hon'ble Mr, Apcar said:—‘T beg my hon’ble friend’s pardon. I did 
not object to these amendments coming after the amendment I have moved, and 
Ihave not touched on them. I, however, am quite willing that they should be 
taken up at any time.” 

The Hon’ble tae Prestpenr said:—‘I did understand that the Hon’ble 
Member would in his speech uponthe item which weare now discussing disclose 
the whole of his own particular scheme, but I may have been mistaken. If he 
will explain in detail and completely all that he wishes to impress upon the 
Council in regard to these several motions, I think the Council would prefer that 
the whole and complete statement of the Hon’ble Member’s scheme should be 
before it in deciding on that scheme in votes on individual items of the 
programme.” 


The Hon'ble Mz. Apcar said:—‘I should be glad to fall in with any wish 
Your Honour may express, but those matters are distinct from what I have got 
to say with regard to amendments Nos. 8, 4 and 10*.” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Baker said:—“I would prefer that the Hon’ble Member 
should deal with amendments Nos. 8, 4 and 10*.” 


yo Whe Hon’ble Mr. Bowron said :—“ These amendments hang together. It 

18 perfectly clear that the Hon’ble Member's object is to introduce the Bombay 

poser into Calcutta. Let him, therefore, place his whole scheme before the 
nn 
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The Hon’ble Banu SurenpranaTH Banersee said :—“I have got some 
amendments also ; at any rate one of these amendments has nothing to do 
with the scheme which my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar has laid before the 
Council,” 


The Hon’ble rae Prestpenr said:—“It isa great disadvantage to the 
Council that we have to discuss and consider these things in what I might call a 
jerky fashion, to move from point to point without clear ideas of what it is the 
Hon'ble Member wish to impress upon the Council. I think it would be an 
advantage if the Hon’ble Member would now disclose the whole of his 
scheme, and then we can vote upon individual items.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said:—‘ The Hon’ble Members treat the question 
as if they know more than I myself do as to my meaning in moving the previous 





amendments that standin my name. I haye got no scheme that involves those * 


other points. With regard to amendment No. 3*, Iask that all through in this Bill 
wherever the expressions ‘Chairman’ and ‘ Chairman of the Corporation’ occur 
the expressions ‘ Commissioner ’ and ‘ Municipal Commissioner’ be respectively 
substituted. He may be termed Municipal Commissioner; still he would be none 
the less qualified to be Chairman, if the Council so determine. I think myself 
that the expression ‘Chairman of the Corporation’ is an appropriate term 
under the present Act, for this reason: he is a member of the Corporation 
with other members, all of whom have got Executive functions. He is head 
of the Executive, it is true, and he has got in practice wider powers as head of 
the Executive than even under the present Bill is permitted him, but his 
distinctive character in the Corporation, as it now exists, is that he is Chairman 
of the Corporation; so that when you call him Chairman of tho Corporation 
you define him at once, Here, so far as the scheme of this Bill is concerned, 
he is to be the head of the Executive as an independent co-ordinate authority. 
There is no reason why he should be called Chairman of the Corporation any 
more than that he should be called President of the General Committee. If he 
is called Chairman of the Corporation it does not distinguish his functions in 
any way. The designation only would refer to that which is the least portion 
of his duties. As President of the General Committee, he has got many more 
difficult and more important duties, Why then not call him. President of the 
General Committee ? And, therefore, in these circumstances, it seems to me the 
more appropriate designation would be ‘ Municipal Commissioner’. ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—“ It was arranged in the beginning that these 
amendments Nos. 3, 4.and 10,* which are a mattor of nomenclature, should stand 
over until wecame to the substantive amendment on which they depended. You 
. suggested, Sir, that the Hon’ble Member should disclose his wholo case, 
but, as Tunderstand him, he is not doing so. He’is simply treating those three 
amendments as if they were still pure matters of nomenclature and as if we had 
not yet come to the substantive amendment.” 


The Hon'ble rae Present said :—* Meanwhile, we are only talking 
about designations.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said :—“I wish to meet the wishes of the Hon’ble 
Member, and I do not mean, I may inform him, to make any insidious attempt 
to get round any particular section by unticipating discussion. I have been 
simply trying to do what I have thought the nF Member himself desired, 
With regard to the term ‘Councillor’ I say, since the members of the Corpo- 
ration have no Executive duties, and itis a term that is applied in Bombay, and 
is a recognised term to describe members of municipal administrations, it 
seems to me that it would be more appropriate under this Act to call them 
Councillors, and then when I come to the thirdamendment, No. 10," to call those 
three, the ig Heche. the General Committee, and the Chairman of the Cor- 

oration co-ordinate authorities, seems to me to be a contradiction in terms, for 
immediately you call one of the three Chairman of the Corporation, the 
co-ordinate aspect is gone. I repeat, Sir, if the Legislature is desirous of 
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maintaining the head of the Executive as Chairman, it seems to me a more 
a ph omg term that when we talk about three co-ordinate authorities, instead’ 
° ing him ‘Chairman of the Corporation, he should be distinguished 
‘the Municipal Commissioner.’ The designation ‘Commissioner’ is given to 
officers of Government who perform Executive duties, and I am only carrying 
out this idea in proposing that the head of the Municipal Executive should be 
called Municipal Commissioner.” 





The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—‘I submit that Your Honour’s directions 
were that it would be convenient to the Council if the Hon’ble Member stated 
his whole scheme. Now it is quite plain that he has not done so. His actual 
scheme, as I understand it, is embodied in the amendments which are numbered 
16,* 25, 26,¢ 39 and 53. I am prepared to reply upon those if the Hon’ble 
Member will state his scheme, otherwise it does not appear to me that I have 
anything to reply to.” ; 

The Hon’ble Mr. Botron’said ;— That the Hon’ble Member has a scheme 
is evident from his amendments 25 and:26,t and I tind in the margin of these 
amendments that he quotes the Bombay Act. He proposes to have a President 
as in Bombay, and he also proposes that the Commissioner .shall occupy 
the same position as that officer in Bombay. I assume, therefore, that he 
desires to ask the Council to introduce the Bombay scheme.” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Arcar said :-—“‘I have been called upon to move a certain 
amendment, and I am doing so.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—“I think it might be better to treat the 
amendments Nos. 3, 4 and 10* as if they were a question of principle, and let the 
vote of the Council be takenuponthem. If the vote of the Council is adverse to 
the Hon’ble Member on these three amendments, a number of the later amend- 
ments must be ruled out of order.” 4 


The Hon'ble Mr. Arcar said:—TI can only say that it has never occurred 
to me to put those forward as amendments in which any principle is involved, 
otherwise I should have been open to the charge that i find is still lurking in 
my hon’ble friend’s mind, and I regret to find that he cannot get rid of, that it 
was an insidious attempt to anticipate future discussion.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Surenpranatu Banersre said:—‘‘ May I be permitted to 
say a word, and it is this:—If amendment No, 16* and the other amendments 
which hang together are put and lost ipso facto, the preliminary amendments 
will be lost.” 


The Hon'ble tar Present said :—‘‘ The Hon’ble Member (Mr. Apcar) must 
surely see that the whole Council is waiting with interest and anxiety to know 
what it is that he wants us to do. The change of names, or the alteration of 
the nomenclature, of the officials of the Municipality, is a very small and 

insignificant matter, but it is quite apparent from the subsequent amendments, 
which the Hon’ble Member is going to move, that they are really part and parcel 
of a large and important scheme; and, until we know what that large and 
important scheme is, it seems to me useless to dispose of preliminary questions 
of this kind. The idea that I had, and that I venture to think the Council had, 
was that when we did come to discuss one important point of principle, as 
to whether the Chairman should or should not be a member of the constitution 
of the Corporation, we should then have a definite statement from the 
Hon’ble Member as to what the scheme was that. he proposed to substitute for 
that in the Bill. If the Hon’ble Member chooses again to postpone his amend- 
ment No, 16,* as well as those which have preceded it, until we come to the 
question of principle in amendment No. 25, I am erfectl peueres to agree 
to that adjustment, but what I want to impress upon him is that the first thing 
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tous. Until we have that and we know what it is that 
disposal of these preliminary matters is of no yalue whatsoever.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—“TI certainly do not accept the Hon’ble 
Babu Surendranath Banerjee’s ideas as correct. I again repeat that there is 
absolutely no principle involved in amendments Nos. 3, 4 and 10.* Surely my 
disclaimer ought to be accepted. I have never intended that any principle 
shall be involved, and even if they are passed in their entirety, the section 
as amended will not affect ay further amendments. My argument is that if 
you pass these amendments hereafter, and let the Bill stand as it does, the 
term ‘Chairman of the Corporation’ does not describe the functions of the head 
of the Executive,” 


The Hon’ble rue Prestpent said :—‘‘ The Hon’ble Member will understand 
that I and the whole Council are anxious to assist him. Our object is not to 
dispose of preliminary items without understanding what it is the Hon’ble 
Member has at the back of them, If the Hon’ble Member prefers that we 
should yote upon this as his scheme, Iam quite prepared to put these particular 
items to the votes of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—I submit the burden does not lie on me. 
If amendment 25+ is not called on for discussion, how can I bring it forward ? 
I think that amendments Nos. 3, 4 and 10* can be put now and disposed of. 
It does not in any way affect amendment No. 16.*” 


The Hon’ble tue Presment said:—“ The Hon’ble Member is a judge of his 
own case. I leave it to him.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—T repeat that I have no intention in any 
‘way of anticipating the result of any discussion with regard to amendments 
Nos. 16* and 25¢. I repeat that my proposals do not affect, in my view, these 
other sections, It is merely for the purpose of providing whether ‘the head of 
the Executive is hereafter to be called ‘Chairman of the Corporation’ or 


‘Municipal Commissioner ’.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Baxer said:—“I am not quite sure, Sir, what has been 
the decision. Are we to speak upon Nos. 16* and 25+ ?” 


The Hon’ble tne Present said :—‘‘No, not on amendment No. 25¢.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar said:—“ I am quite prepared to postpone amend- 
ment No. 16*, and take it with amendment No. 25+. Amendments Nos. 3, 4, 
and 10* are distinct.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—“If the Hon’ble Member would take 
Nos. 16* and 25+ together, and let them be discussed and voted on, then 
after that decision, Nos. 3, 4 and 10* might be voted on.” 


’The Hon'ble rae Presmenr said:— Ido not wish to incommode the 
Hon ble Member in any way, and it is now for him to say whether he would 
like the votes of the Council taken at once on amendments Nos. 3, 4 and 10*, 


or Pipes he would like to speak upon the principle in amendments Nos. 16* 
and 25+.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Avcar said :—‘ My viewis this: that the votes on amend- 
ments Nos. 3, 4 and 10* should be taken now and disposed of.” 


The Hon'ble THe Presmenr said :-—“Has the Hoa’ble Member anything 
further to say upon amendments Nos. 3,4.and 10*?”. 


The Hon’ble Mr, Apcar said:—‘ I have said all that I have to say.” 
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, “The Hon'ble Mr. Baker aaid :— The ‘new designations proposed by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Apcar may be suitable to the Bombay system, but they are dis- 
tinetly not suitable to the system which it is proposed in the Bill to retain 
and develop in Calcutta.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranaru Banerser said :— With Your Honour’s 
ermission, I would like to say @ few words in reply to the observations of the 
on’ble Mr. Baker to the effect that we are having the Bombay system intro- 
duced and ingrafted upon our system. Some salient features ‘of that system 
have been incorporated in our system. That being so, it seems to me a distinct 
advantage that we should borrow the nomenclature of the Bombay system. 
It seems to me also that as regards item 10*, the amendment that is 
suggested there is an amendment which does not only involve a question 
of nomenclature, but it goes much further than that—it is an amendment 
which involves a question of principle. a frieud the Hon’ble Mr. Apear 
will move, if the last amendment be lost, that for the words‘ a 
Chairman of the Corporation, the words ‘a Municipal Commissioner’ 
be substitated. ‘Chairman of the Corporation’ would be used in the wa: 
that expression is understood at the present moment—the President of the 
Corporation. And there we join issue with the Hon’ble Member in ¢ 
of the Bill, The whole of our contention is, at the present moment, 
pending the decision of the Council, that the President of the Corporation 
should be an individual different from the head of the Executive of t e Cor- 
poration, and, therefore, if you say ‘Chairman of the Corporation’ you pledge 
yourself, you commit yourself to the principle that the head of the Executive 
is also to be the President of the Corporation. - I do not think, Sir, we have 
arrived as yet at that stage in the discussion where you are in a position 
to accept that as a definite principle; and I have serious objection to this 
Council accepting by anticipation a nomenclature which might bind the Council 
to a principle in regard to which the vote of the Council has not yet been 
obtained. If you say that he shall be the Chairman, you mean that he is to 
be the President of the Corporation. We have not yet decided as to whether he 
shall be President of the Corporation. That is a matter yet to be determined, 
and many of us have got something to say with regard to it. The Hon’ble 
Mr, Mackenzie has got a long speech, and I want to hear others, I vote for 
my hon’ble friend’s amendment, and I repeat if you bave the Bombay m, 
let us have it inits entirety, It is much better to have the genuine article than 
a hybrid—something between the two is entirely repugnant to my views,” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bouron said:— The Hon'ble Mr, Apcar wishes our 
Chairman to be designated ‘Commissioner’ and our Commissioners ‘ Council- 
lors,’ and he protests that his proposal is unconnected with his later amend- 
ments. If so, what is the necessity for the change? Why should the name of 
Chairman of the Corporation, which has been used for thirty or forty years, be 
now altered? I am unable, however, to accept the view that no i 
meaning attaches to the present amendments, because the new designation of 
the Chairman is subsequently introduced in amendments which go to make 
material alterations in the constitution of the Corporation as set out in the Bill, 
that is, amendments Nos. 25 and 26.+ We are to substitute for the Chairman 
a President, and a ‘Commissioner’ is to be introduced in Calcutta correspond- 
ing to the Executive Commissioner of Bombay. As the Hon'ble Member, 
however, desires his amendments to be treated as a mere question of nomencla- 
ture, I will record my vote against them, on the ground that no reason 
whatever exists for the proposed change,” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Arcar said :—“The Hon’ble Mr. Bolton has said that the 
ning has continued so long, therefore let it continue, but 1 wish him to under- 
stand that things are to be different:, what there has been before is not to be 
in the future: there is going to be a distinct change in the Bill, and I say it 
would be more appropriate to call the Chairman ‘Municipal Commissioner’ ; 
and, considering that we have got three co-ordinate authorities, they should be 
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separate and distinct. That'is my contention, and I repeat that, so far as 1am 
concerned, my intention is not in any degree to anticipate the decision of 
amendments Nos. 16* and 25.” ; 


The amendments Nos. 3, 4, and 10* were then severally put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Mr, Apcarthen formally moved amendment No. 16, namely’ 
that in section 6 the words “ the Chairman and” be omitted. 


_ The Hon’ble rae Prestpenr said :— Has the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill got anything to say about amendments Nos. 16* and 25t ?” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—“ 1 understood the arrangement was that 
the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar would now deal with amendments Nos, 16* and 25 to- 
gether. I shall reserve what 1 have to say until we come to amendment 
No. 25.¢” 


The Hon’ble Mr. OupHam said:—I should like to say a few words in reply 
to the Hon’ble Mr, Apcar. He began as well as I remember by saying that 
he would call a spade a spade, but I really think he has called the spade 
something like 5 kwsnitg: Calageoal horse-power excavator. I must deprecate 
the exaggeration which has been used in his speech. Referring to the Chair- 
_ man, I have taken down the following passages: ‘The Chairman can do 
anything in the Corporation; he can alter his predecessor’s policy ; each change 
is dollowed by a complete reversal.’ Ido not believe that any member of the 
Corporation will seriously endorse any of these expressions. Mr, Greer was 
particularly referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar. I was in the most intimate 
association with Mr. Greer during the whole time that he conducted that 
office, and I was repeatedly consulted by him. I know there was a little 
difficulty about the Ks. 60,000 which was referred to by Mr. Apcar. It was a 
ure oversight and was the fault of Mr. Greer’s office; otherwise, I can vouch 
or the fact that Mr. Greer’s constant policy was to take the Commissioners 
into his complete confidence and to wait on the Commissioners before carrying 
out any single thing. I remember that on one occasion Mr. Greer visited a 
slaughter-house or gowkhana. He was very much dissatisfied with the state of 
it, and he passed an emergent order. I remember hoe was‘seriously taken to 
task by the Commissioners for exceeding his authority in ordering changes 
involving considerable expenditure for which there had been no provision and 
without first consulting his colleagues, and I venture to say that Mr. Greer 
never made a mistake of a similar sort again. Before he loft them he had 
earned the approbation as well as the affection of the Commissioners.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie said:—‘The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar made a 
reference to me in his speech and referred to the management oi tea-gardens 
and tea-cups. I shall not endeavour to follow him in these matters ; but in regard 
to his amendment, I oppose the motion that the Chairman should not be 
a member of the Corporation and should not preside at mectings: he should 
occupy a similar position to that of the Municipal Commissioner in Bombay. 

“In my opinion the Chairman ought to occupy the position of a Managing 
Director of a commercial concern, and should invariably be a member of the 
General Committee, which corresponds to a Board of Directors, and he should 
always preside. Any other arrangement would lead to waste of time, to loss 
of power, and possibly to friction.” 


The Hon’ble Banu Surenpranati Banersee said:—“ My hon’ble friend in 
charge of the Bill began his observations by depecatng the irrelevant 
remarks which Mr. Apear made in connection with this Bill. I am sorry to 
have to say that if Mr. Apcar’s criticisms were irrelevant, the criticisms of my 
hon’ble friend in charge of the Bill are exposed to the same objection. I think, 
Sir, we have been drifting away very considerably from the position which 
the amendment opens out. The whole question at issue is this: whether the 
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r : Is he to be ono of the 
known as the Corporation, or is he to stand outside the 


Corporation? And in discussing this simple issue we are led to the other question 


as to the election of the Chairman; and here again, Sir, the spectre of confusion 
seems to haunt us. There was considerable confusion in the blending up of the 


two offices: the 


‘Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation’ and the ‘Municipal 


Commissioner of Bombay.’ Sir, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill 
made the remark that if the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation is changed 
very often, the President of the Bombay Corporation is changed also very often. 
- Asa matter of fact, the two things are totally different. The Chairman of tlte 
Calcutta Corporation holds a Te very different from that of the President 


of the Bombay Corporation. 


a figure-head, but 


he President of the Bombay Corporation may be 
he is a very brilliant and distinguished figure-head. He is pre- 


eminently the first citizen of the first city inthe Indian Empire. He receives 


the Viceroy when 


the Viceroy lands in India; he bids adieu to the Viceroy when 


the Viceroy leaves India, "He may indeed be a a we rears I am sure the 


Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie would like to be a figure-hea 


of ‘that description. The 


President of the Bombav Corporation is a figure-head in this sense, but at the 
same time he performs important functions. He is the guide, the preceptor, 


and leader of the 


Corporation ; he presides at the meetings of the Corporation; 


_ he regulates the proceedings ; he has a casting vote in case of. equality of votes, 


To compare him 


with the Executive head of the Calcutta Corporation, my 


friend will permit me to say, is a comparison which will not stand the test of 


scrutiny.” 


The Hon’ble 


Mr. Baker said:—‘“ That is the very comparison which the 


Hon’ble Member the mover of the amendment made.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranara Bani rsew suid: —“ What I wanted to say 


in this connection 


is this: that this is the first of a series of amendments in 


regard to which my hon’ble friend Mr. Apcar and myself have given notice. 
The object is to incorporate, so far as we can incorporate, the Bombay system 
into the Calcutta system. We have suggested that the Chairman shail not be: 
the President of the Corporation; we begin by saying that he shall not 
be a member of the Corporation. Having said that he is not to be a 
member of the Corporation, we provide later on that the Corporation is to 
elect its own President; in other words, he is not in any way to be con- 
nected with the Corporation as a member or.as President. “We have heard a 

eat deal about this Bombay system. The essence of sthe Bombay system is 
this the complete separation of the deliberative from the executive bo y. The 
executive body stands apart from the deliberative body, and the deliberative 
body when-it comes in contact with the executive body promptly brings it into 
& position of subordination. On the other hand, the essence of our system is: 
the complete assimilation, the blending “p of the two. Therefore, the object 

a 


of amendment 25* on the paper is, so 


r as practicable, to assimilate the 


Calcutta system to the Bombay system. Therefore, the first amendment, pro- 
ceeding on these lines, is that the ‘Chairman shall not bea member of the 


Corporation.’ If 


you gecept that proposition, we say that the Corporation 


shall elect its own President, and that further the General Committee shall elect 
its own President, and if we accept those amendments, we have that complete 
separation of the executive and deliberative bodies which is the essence of the 


m bay 


In the Bombay Act there is a section which enables the 


Corporation to call for any statement regarding the affairs of tho Municipality 
and pass Resolutions with’ regard to any such statement; in other words, the 


power of criticism 


, the power of supervision extending over the entire domain 


of municipal administration, is given to the Corporation. They have co- 
ordinate authorities, but separate and distinct from each other. Haye you got 
anything approaching that here? And it is, because, Sir, we have not got here 
that |, that my hon’ble friend Mr. Apear and 1 have thought it our dut 

to suggest the acceptance of those provisions of the Bombay Act which wil 





ensure to the Corporation here that supremacy which the Bombay Corporation . 











enjoys, and which has made that Corporation the success that it is. 


fore, Sir, in all earnestness, with all the emphasis that 1 can command as one — 


whose life has been passed in the cause of Local Self-Government, I beg Your 
Honour to cousider whether it is not desirable, in the interests of that Loeal 
Self-Government which this Council is apparently anxious to maintain, that we 
should assimilate our system to those portions of the Bombay system which 
alone can conduce to its sound and efficient working.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Baxer said:—‘‘ The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjeo has discussed the very questions of principle into which the hon’ble 
mover of the amendment refused to enter. I therefore ask permission to reply 
to him.” # 


The Hon’ble rue Present said:—“ I have particularly asked the Hon’ble 
Mr. Apcar whether ne wished a discussion upon the entire scheme to take 
place now in the discussion upon the motion which stands as No. 16,* or whether 
the question of principle should be deferred until we come to motion No. 25.+ 
The Hon’ble Member said that he wished this particular item to be discussed 
as it was, and he declined to make any further statement of his scheme when 
I asked him if he had anything more to say. Up to the present all that 






- 


we have had from the Hon’ble Member, the mover of the present motion, is - 


that he thinks it would be a good plan for the Municipal Commissioners to 
elect their own President. We have heard nothing about the further develop. 
ment of his scheme which has been disclosed in the very interesting and 
eloquent speech of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee. The plan upon 
which we have been proceeding is a plan in which I have aibiscked 

ideas, us to the propriety of the: discussion, largely to the personal wishes of 


the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar. I venture to think that we shall avoid confusion if we — 


do og the plan which I originally suggested: that we have now a discussion 
upon t 


Babu Surendranath Banerjee, is prepared now to go on with his statement in 
his own words and in his own fashion of the principle which he proposes to 
us, then the Hon’ble Member in charye of the Bill will be able to speak. pro- 

erly. I put it to the Hon’ble Member to take whichever course his own 
Sieewtitn and judgment lead him to think proper.” 


The Hon’ble. Mr. Apcar said :—“ So far as Iam concerned I would have had 
no hesitation’ whatsoeygr. if the amendments had been put in the way Your 
Honour now suggests, in acceding to any discussion on those lines, ‘I have 
now very little more to say in the matter, because I have already dealt with 
the main points, I have no wish to dwell upon points which have been already 
impressed upon the Council. I of course shall have a reply. 1 am quite willing 
that this amendment No, 25+ should be taken with amendment No. 16*.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—‘ The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee 
very correctly pointed out that this amendment is the first of a series of 


amendments the effect of which is to bring about an - and radical change — 


in the position and status of the Chairman. In this ment} it is proposed 
to declare that the Chairman shall not be a member of the Corporation. In the 
Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee’s amendment of section 10 (now 11)§ it 
is proposed that the Corporation shall elect their own President, and in 
one of his amendments of section 8 (now 9)|| it is further proposed that the 
General Committee shall elect. their own President. So that the Chairman 
would not be a member of either of the two bodies—the Corporation or_ the 
General Committee. The avowed object with which these proposals have been 
brought forward is to introduce the Bombay system into the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion, I say the avowed object, because it would be easy to show. by going 


through the’ Bill and the amendments in detail that that object has not been — 
ama ree mee rn a Le ENN. MORLEY NaC I dE Baa ile RIN, 


* Printed on page 1919, ante, ~ 
+t Printed on page 1940, post. ; 
i.e, omendment No, 16, which is printed on page 1919, ante, 
i i.e, amendment 6, It was withdrawn at the meeting held on the 11th 8 
|| é.c, amondment . Lt was withdrawn at the meeting held on the lith Septeni 


my own — 


e main principle which is put before us for our acceptance. If the . 
on’ble Mr. Apcar, after hearing the speech of his colleague, the Hon’ble . 












a8 out at all, or only in an imperfect manner. The position of the 
Chairman, if the amendments that have been moved were carried, would be 

very different from and distinctly inferior to the position of the Municipal 

Commissioner as it is under the Bombay Act. 


“In the first place with reference to these amendments I would point out 
that they are not compatible with the principles which the Select Committee and 
this Council have adopted in framing the constitution and settling the details 
of the Bill,” The Chairman is one of the three co-ordinate authorities who are 
charged with the municipal government of the town; and the Select Committee, 
in deciding what particular functions of every kind should be assigned to the 
Chairman, have proceeded throughout on ‘the understanding that that officer 
will continue to hold the same position that he does now as President both of 
the Corporation and of the General Committee. If we are now going to 
change this, if'we are going to declare that he is not to be the President of 
the General Committee and not to be President of the Corporatiop, to have no 
right to vote or to move Resolutions?at meetings of those bodies, then it will be 
necessary for us to go througli the Bill again, section by seétion, in order to see 
what changes it would be necessdry to introduce to meet that altered position. 
Now, Sir, that is work which cannot possibly be done by this Council as a whole; 
it can only be done by the Select Committee. Therefore the first effect of 
adopting the Hon’ble Member’s amendment would be that this Council would 
have to adjourn; it would have to remit the Bill back to the Select Committee, 
and there would be no possibility of disposing of it during the present Session. 
That alone is a sufficient reason I think why this amendment No, 16* and all 
the following amendments should be rejected. : 


“But, Sir, there is far more to be said about it than this, I am not 
disposed to deny that the Bombay system in some respects is a good 
and workable one, and in some particulars I think it is a better system 
than the cul which we have or are going to have in Calcutta. I 








refer in particular to the exclusive power of making all municipal appoint- 
ments which in Bombay rests with the Municipal Commissioner. In Bombay 
the Municipal Commissioner has the sole and exclusive control -of the 
municipal establishments of every grade and description, with the sole ° 
exception of the Engineer, the Health Ofticer, the Secretary and the Seeretary’s 
clerks. In those respects I think the Bombay system is distinctly in advance 
of the system which we have now or the system under the Bill. But, Sir, 
there are also some defects in the Bombay system; and perhaps the most 
conspicuous defect in that system is the extreme Jength to which it 
goes in separating the executive authority froma other two suthorities. 
Exactly the same defect is to be found in the American Constitution, 
where neither the President of the United States nor any of his Cabinet 
Ministers have seat’ Yor the right .of speech in either House of Congress. 
The framers of the American Constitution introduced this restriction for 
recisely the same reasons for which the Hon’ble Members wish to introduce 
_ it here, namely, to safeguard the independence of the deliberative body, and to 
prevent the Executive from usurping an undue preponderance of power. The 
evils which have flowed from this unfortunate separation in America, the 
lack of motive power} the lowering of the status of Congress itself, and the 
total absence of organization or business-like methods in their proceedings have ~ 
been clearly traced by Professor Bryce, in his standard work on the American 
Commonwealth. ‘The same evils have manifested themselves on a smaller 
scale in Bombay; and similar causes will assuredly produce similar results 
in Calcutta. What we should seek to do is to link these three authorities 
together, the Chairman, the General Committee, and the Corporation : 
and unquestionably the best way of doing so is to cause the Chairman to 
preside at meetings both of the General Committee and of the Corporation. If 
we do not do so, the initiative of the Chairman will be destroyed, or at all events 
weakened, and schemes in which all are interested will drag, because there 
is no one to push them, The legitimate influence of the Corporation and of 
the General Pecaitias over the Chairman will be weakened. They will 
correspond with him formally, there will be a great waste of time, and 


* Printed on page 1919, ante, 
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responsibility will be frittered away. And, Sif, there is another drawback 
the system which prevails in Bombay to which the Hon’ble Babu S ‘i 
Banerjeo made no allusion: it is that it tends to throw very great and~ 
irresponsible power into the hands of the Municipal Secretary, In Bombay the 
President is a non-official gentleman elected from year to year. He is not a 
whole-time officer, he is not a salaried officer. He is, to use an expression we have 
heard to-day,.an ornamental figure-head, He corresponds more or less to the 
position of the Mayor of an English town. In English towns the whole of the 
work is really done by the Town Clerk. He is a highly paid and highly quali- 
fied expert. ‘I'he Town Clerk of the City of London 5 Brg a salary of £3,500 
a year; in Glasgow he gets nearly the same;in Liverpool he draws £2,000 a 
year. That is the class of officer by whom the work isiactually done. In 
order that business may be efficiently conducted, it is essential that the Presi- 
dent of the body which conducts it should be thoroughly familiar with the 
details of the business to be done, and it.is hopeless to expect that a non-official 
gentleman who has his own business to * whose time is very fully occupied, 
and who probably regards the conduct of details as a matter beneath his 
dignity, should ever find time or go to the'trouble to attend to them. The 
result will be that the Secretary, tho only salaried official whose wed it is to 

ut the papers up before the meeting on each occasion, will y absorb a 
arge amount of power for which he is not qualified either by salary or 
status, 


The Hon’ble Basu Borkanra Narn Sen said :—“ With Your Honour’s 
permission I would like to make a few remarks. When the Bili: was originally 
introduced three distincts authorities were intended to be created. Having read 
the Bill it seems to me that to call the three authorities co-ordinate authorities 
is rather a misnomer, because they are not independent in themselves. The 
three are linked together in such a way that one depends upon the other toa 
certain extent, even so far that 1 find that one of the sections provides that 
the General Committee isto hear appeals against certain action and orders 
by the Chairman. I believe there is a certain section to that effect—sec- 

‘tion 314A (now 327). Now the question is, if the original intention 
at the time of the introduction of the Bill was to create these three 
Separate authorities, and if that has not been found. practicable or feasible or 
wise, can it be called sound legislation to have these three bodies again 
constituted in such a way as to give rise to further complications; would nota 
distinct object be gained if the Corporation consists of the Commissioners 

» only, devoid of the Chai ? Let there be a Chairman with his authorities, 
privileges and duties, and the General Committee and the Corporation with 
its members only, they being free to elect their own Chairman. I believe it 
would minimise to a certain extent the difficulties and complications which 
might be created, and would avoid discord and friction. It is not m —— 
to go over the Bombay Act, and the Hon’ble Member in charge of this ill 
has admitted that if that Act had been accepted for Calcutta some of its 
provisions would have been found better suited and some otherwise. But 
I would ask Your Honour to consider the case of the other municipalities in 
Bengal. It will be said that there cannot be any comparsion between mufassal 

‘municipalities and the Calcutta Municipality, It is quite true that in every 
respect there cannot be any comparison between the Calcutta Municipality and 
the other mufassal municipalities, but where there is a principle found to be 
efficacious, based on sound legislation, and found to be sound in of 
these mufassal municipalities, that principle, I’ submit, ought also to be con- 
sidered as being a sound one in respect of the Calcutta Municipality. In 
most of the one hundred and fifty mufassal municipalities—I think in round. 
numbers there are about that number—the Chairman is elected by the Commis- 
sioners themselves. Of course there are nominated members. The Chairmun.is 
appointed by Government in certain cases, but in most cases the Commissioners 

mselves are allowed the freedom of electing their own Chairman, Here, 
again, when these different authorities are created, the Chairman of the Com- | 
prt ed the President of aaa gto would be the pie of pr ; 

tative body. e attempt of the Bill is to disintegrate and separate the 
istra i lt Commissioners 


executive functions from the administrative functions. If the issioners 
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themselves have their own figure-head, he will no doubt help them in their 
liberations, and no possible difficulty would arise if they be allowed the 
option of electing their own Chairman,” 


The Hon’ble Mr, Apcar said:—‘There have been observations made that 
force me to make a reply. I must apologise to you, Sir, for making you a 
particeps criminis in the waste of time here. ‘I'he Hon'ble Member in charge 
of the Bill makes the charge that there has been irrelevant matter introduced 
which has taken up four-fifths of our time. I fear, Sir, that it is to the 
President of this Council the blame must attach for having permitted so much 
irrelevant matter to be discussed. ‘I'he Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Bill, it seems to meyhinks that anything is irrelevant which is spoken contra 
to his own ideas, an@T feel bound to say that if the Hon’ble Membor had le 
the business to take its ordinary course in this Council, there would have been 
a great deal of time saved.’ With regard to what the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Bill said in respect of the power given to the Government to 
appoint any fit and proper person to be Chairman as being an answer to my 
obeckion, e has missed the point of my contention entirely. My point is 
this: I say let the Corporation elect for themselves. If they are not fit to 
elect their Chairman, then I think they are not fit to be entrusted with any 
powers at all. I would further observe that, as I already have said, the 
Government has no idea of appointing any person outside their own service. 
Again, as regards continuity bein denizoye’. the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Bill has entirely missed what wished, at all events, to explain. It is this ; 
When we have Chairman after Chairman coming into the Corporation as 
its head who before has had no connection with a popular representative 
form of government, who does not know the working of a municipality, he has 
gotto be guided for some time by experienced Commissioners in the General 
Committee, so that he gradually learns his business. On the other hand, if 
we have a President elected from among our own body, a Commissioner would 
be elected who had been serving for some time in the Corporation ; he would 
be familiar with the business of the Corporation and acquainted with the past 
history of questions that may arise. Because the period of office is one year, 
as under the Bombay system, it does not follow that he could serve for one year 
only. The same Commissioner would be eligible for re-election, and even if 
a different Chairman was elected from the Corporation annually, we would have 
amore continuous policy than, from the actual circumstances of the present 
method, can ever be obtained, because it would in effect be the Corporation 
who would be carrying on the business and not a stranger transplanted from 
the mufassal. ba 


“T hope, Sir, it will not be thought that I intended to attack any person. 
I was very sorry to mention any name at all. I would have been very glad to 
have been able to omit names. I was forced to mention names ; you will 
remember, Sir, that I almost apologised for doing so. I repeat again that 
I did not in any degree mean to attack any individual, but if was attacking 
the system. It is only adding point to my argument that the matters that 
I have referred to were done in ignorance. I never suggested that the 
Chairman whom my hon’ble friend mentioned would have one deliberately 
what I have given as an illustration in support of my contention. I have 
assumed that he acted in ignorance, and I have expressly so stated in what 
T have before written and said on the subject, as my hon’ble friend must be 
aware. IfI have been inaccurate in any statement, it is open to the Hon’ble 
Member to correct me. 


“Again, in the Verandah question, the Chairman’s motion was beaten. 
What did he do? He sent out a whip, brought all his supporters again, and 
pc at his motion. Any matter that he desires to carry he can carry, if he 
chooses.” 


.___ The Hon’ble rae Persmenr said :—“ Gentlemen, we come now to a conclu. 
Sion on one of the most important issues that will be probably put before us in 
the whole course of this discussion, and I should like therefore myself to sum up 

debate in a very few words. There appear to be before us in the speeches 
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that have been delivered two issues: one is that the Chairman of the Cor- 
poration should be elected by the Corporation. The other is that the Chairman 
or the Executive official of the Corporation should be entirely outside and 
independent of the corporate body. 


“ On the first question you have to remember that a large amount of appeal 
has been made to the Bombay precedent. You know there that the Executive 
authority is not appointed by the Corporate body. He is appointed by 
Government, and not by the Municipal Commissioners, and, therefore, in this 
matter the Bill only follows that precedent to which appeal has been express) 
made; but further 1 have to remind the Council that the Bill directly and 
clearly states that the Chairman to be appointed - the Government shall be 
a person whom the Government consider to be a fit a roper person. The 
Bill does not say that the person who is to be appointed Chairman of the Cor- 
poration shall be a member-of the Civil Service, I hope heartily that it shall 
not fall to my lot in my term of office to-appoint a Chairman, You could not 
have a better man than you have at present; but if, unfortunately, a vacancy 
should occur, you may rely upon it that my Government will, in discharging 
their very responsible duty, select the man whom they consider to be the most 
fit and proper person, irrespective of any service trammels. 


‘Now I come to the second point, as to whether the Chairman should or 
should not be a member of the Corporation. If snyéhing could have moved 
me in a matter of that kind, it would have been the eloquent, earnest and 
almost pathetic appeal of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee; but 
my mind upon that point is absolutely and. perfectly’ clear. The Hon’ble 
Member appealed to experience. So do I, and | illustrate my opinion on this 
matter by two analogies: the first is that of the District Boards, In 1882 
and 1883, when I wys in the North-Western Provinces, I was member of a 
Committee that sat under the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor to consider 
what were the best means of carrying out that great scheme in the rural parts 
of the country, and the first, and perhaps the most important, point that was put 
before us for decision was this: shall the control of the Collector in the 
districts be from within or from without? And every member of that Committee 
gave an opinion except one, and that one was the most acute and the most 
astute native adviser that we had at that time in the North-Western Provinces. 
His name is well-known to some of you—Raja Shiva Persad, of Benares, and 
when he alone was. left to speak, the whole meeting turned to see what he had 
to say He said: ‘I will tell you my opinion by a parable, Put twelve 
coolies to a rope to pull a cart, and they are all right as long as the twelve are 
pulling together, but take one of those coolies out and put him on the cart with 
a long whip, and the remaining eleven do not like it.’ Now the experience of 
control from within of the Collector over his District Board is absolutely in 
favour of the plan of having the executive and the corporate body together. 
No one will hung that that adjustment has, as Raja Shiva Pershad predicted, 
answered to the advantage of concerned. Now I shall give you another, 
and I hope a still better instance, and that is my own. Here 1 ri before you, 
President of this deliberative body, and at the same time I'am the head of the 
Executive of this Province. I can conceive nothing more inexpedient and 
more inadvisable than that my connection with this Council should be severed. 
From this Council the Lieutenant-Governor receives constant support, help, 
advice, and, indeed it may be, check, if his measures are ill-advised. 1 consider 
that, so far from its being an advantage to separate the executive. and delibera- 
tive authorities as my hon’ble friends Mr. Apcar and Babu Sorendranath 
Banerjee have recommended, there could be nothing more injurious than to 
separate the one from the other. Each gathers from the other experience 
and suggestions which no other connection that I know of yields, It is for 
this reason that the members of the Government of England are associated 
with the Houses of Parliament, and it is for this reason that I am positive 
that, in the interests of the city and in the interests of every good work under- 
taken in it, its Chairman should not be severed from the Corporation.” 


The amendment No, 16* was then put and lost. 
“* Printed on page £919, ante, 
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The Hon'ble tie Prestpenr ruled the following motion, standing in the 
name of the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar, to be out of order:— 


That in section 6 for the word “fifty” the words “sixty-four” be substituted. 


Srcrion 5. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxwk said:—‘ Amendment No. 11* disappears in conse- 
quence of the decision on amendment No. 16.¢” 


The Hoffble rz Preswenr said:—“That amendment was to stand over 
until the vote on amendment No. 16+ had been taken.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranarh Banersre gaid:—‘T have already 
indicated what I had'to say with regard to this amendment: that it is to be 
taken along with my motion (amendment No. 55$) for the addition of a proviso 
to section 10 (now 11). In fact, it forms part of the'same group of amendments.” 


The Hon’ble rar Prestpent said:— When does the Hon’ble Member 
wish to take it?” 


The Hon’ble Banu Sunenpranarn Banenser said:—“I will take it in 
connection with section 10 (now 11).” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—“I submit we have already discussed 
amendment No. 25§ along with No. 16. Amendment No. 25§ is practicall 
identical with the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Babu Surendranat! 
Banerjee on section 10 (now 11), and the vote on No. 16* which we have just 
taken will have the effect of ruling it out.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Surenpranara Banerser said:-—“I have no desire to 
renew the discussion, because.I quite agree with the Hon’ble Mr. Baker that 
this is really an amendment with regard to which there has been a discussion.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said:—“ The President is asking whether you 
object to amendments Nos. 11* and 55t disappearing as being governed by the 
decision on Nos. 16+ and 25.§” 


The Hon’ble Banu SurenpranaTa Banerser said :—“TIt must be governed 
by the voting upon the other sections. There is only one remark I wish to 
wake. I think it is not desirable, having regard to the fact that the Chairman 
is the head of the Executive and that tho Corporation takes cognisance of the 
decisions of the Executive on appeal, that the head of the Executive should sit 
in judgment upon appeals to which he himsolf is a party. It seems to me to 
be @ combination of functions which are inconsistent with our elomentary 
notions of justice.” 


The Hon'ble rar Present said:—“ Does the Hon’ble Member wish to 
speak to item 55+?” 


The Hon’ble Bano SurenpranatH Banersgu said :—"No, Sir, except the 
observations I Lave just made,” 


The Motion (amendment No. 11) that the words “of the Corporation” in 
clause (3) of section 5 be omitted was then put and lost, 


. Wii ark acla nL 
* Amendment No, 11 was a motion by the Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee “ that th ‘ 
the Corporation ' in clause (3) of section 6 be omitted.” i oe 
{Asan Pile AG 9s al aesid sedate tees Moca: page 19 
am ent No. 65, see the second paragra; e on 18, ant 
Printed on page 1940, post. oe 


. * 





© 


E 
R 


Fe 
ree 


Ai Le 


Ber: 


2 


EE 


SEES 
ieee 


Oat Paice Raa 
he Phe Bs ee 


ene 


a 


ie 





yen 


TaN nw S Ne - a ee 
Ae eee ab Sieh iho ee 








New SEcTION. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar then moved amendment No. 25, namely, that 
after section 6 the following section be added :— 

“6AA. (1) The Corporation shall, at their first meeting in each financial year, appoint 
one of their own number to be President until the first meeting of the Corporation in the 
next following financial year, unless the Councillors in the meantime retire from office, and 
then until the day of such retirement. 

“(2) Any Councillor who ceases to be President shall be re-eligible. 

“ (8) If any casual vacancy occurs in the office of President of the Corporation, the 
Corporation shall, as soon as they conveniently can after the occurrence of such vacancy, 
choose one of their number to fill such vacancy; and every President so chosen shall continue 
in office so long only as the person in whose place he is appointed would have been entitled 
to continue if such vacancy fad not occurred.” i 


The Motion was put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar, by leave of the Council, then withdrew his 
his amendment No. 26, namely, that after the above proposed section 6AA the 
following section be inserted :— 

*“6AB. The Commissioner shall have the same right of being present at a meetin 
of the Corporation and of taking part in the discussions thereat as a Uouncillor, and, wit 
the consent of the President of the meeting, may at any time make a statement or explana- 
tion of facts; but he shall not be at liberty to vote upon, or to make, any proposition at 
such meeting.” 

; Section 6, 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatn Banersee, by leave of the Council, 
withdrew his motion (amendment No. 18) that the words “the Chairman 
and” in lines 1 and 2 of section 6 be omitted. 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatn Banerse« moved his amendment No. 19, 
namely, that the words ‘the Vice-Chairman” be inserted after the word 
“Chairman” in lines 1 and 2 of section 6. He said: — 


“Our endeavour, I mean that of the popular part of this Council, has been 
to obtain, as far as possible, the incorporation of the Bombay system into the 
Caleutta system. In that endeavour we have had the judgment of this 
Council, and a very decisive judgment it has been, namely, the Council has 
decided by an overwhelming majority that the amendments of which we had 
given notice, with a view to incorporate the Bombay system into the Calcutta 
system, shall not find a place in the Municipal Act. hat being so, Sir, we 
fall back upon the Calcutta system. If we are not to have the Bombay system, 
let us have the Calcutta system ; let us not have something which is neither one 
nor the other. Let us not have a system which shall be attended with all the 
inconveniences, all the difficulties, and all the complications of an unknown 
system. Therefore, Sir, I venture to propose that the Vice-Chairman be, as he 
has always been, a member of the Corporation. He is a very efficient member 
of the Corporation, and I appealto my friends the Hon’ble Mr. Oldham and the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill in support of what I say. It seems to 
me that the Vice-Chairman’ ought to be permitted to be a member of the 
Corporation. This Bill will come into law on the Ist April, 1900, and from that 
day the Vice-Chairman will cease to be a member of the Corporation. 1t is a 
distinct advantage to have an officer like the Vice-Chairman, who is generally 
an Indian officer, in the position of a Municipal Commissioner. Oftentimes 
the interposition of the Vice-Chairman in heated debates has the effect of 
strengthening the Executive side of questions. I would refer to an item of 
business which was transacted the other day in which the views of Government 
were accepted after considerable discussion, and I may add after considerable 
hesitation, and J do not think I am guilty of the slightest exaggeration when I 
say that the views of a large number of us, among the Hindu Commissioners, 
were determined very sercreeny A by: the attitude of the Vice-Chairman, who 
was present at the meeting and explained his views. I think the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Bill will remember that Government in their Resolu- 
tion upon the Administration of the Municipality made a recommendation to the 
effect that notices of demand should be issued within the currency of the 
quarter in respect of rate bills. We issue such notices in the fourth quarter 
now. The Government, with a yiew to render the collections more satisfactory, 















suggested that, subject to certain necessary safeguards, notices of demand should 
be issued during the currency of the quarter. Many of us had considerable 
doubts with pa to the advisability of that pseestiae, We thought it was 
a suggestion which, if accepted, might be attended with a considerable measure 
of oppression practised upon the pt and the helpless. That was a considera- 
tion which weighed with many of us, and, Sir, you will admit that as representa- 
tives of the people we are bound to take that view of the case and to give that 
view of the case the prominence it deserves. We wanted to know what the Vice- 
Chairman thought and what his views were with regard to the matter, because 
we knew that he was in sympathy with the popalar side of the case. He was 
of opinion that, subject to the safeguards which we provided, there would be no 
oppression consequent upon the carrying out of the suggestion of the Govern- 
ment. ‘That deternifiea my vote, and I have no doubt it determined the votes 
of several of us, I take that asa concrete case. There may be other cases. 
It is a distinct advantage to have an Indian officer in the position of the Vice- 
Chairman as a Municipal Commissioner. He becomes, so to eak, the 
interpreter between the official head of the Corporation on the one hand and 
the Hindu Commissioners and the large body of Indian raté-payers on the other. 
From the administrative point of view the advantage of having the Vice- 
Chairman as a Commissioner cannot be over-estimated. There is also another 
view of the matter to which I desire to call attention, Under section 74 (now 
81) you provide as follows :— 

‘The Chairman or, in his absence, the Vice-Chairman or the Deputy Chairman as the 
Chairman may direct, shall preside at every such meeting, and shall have a second or casting 
vote in all cases of equality of votes.’ 

“Sir, the Vice-Chairman is not a member of the Corporation, but all of a 
sudden he is elevated to the position of being President of the Corporation. 
He is nota member of the Corporation, but he is allowed to vote. He is not a 
member of the Corporation, but he is to have a double vote as President. ‘This 
is an anomaly which could not fail to occur to at experienced administrator 
like the Hon’ble Mr, Baker. 4n order to cure this anomaly, my hon’ble friend 
has appended an Explanation to section 75 (now 82) as follows :— 

‘ For the purposes of this section, the President at a meeting of the Corporation shall 
be deemed to be a Commissioner.’ : ok 

“In curing one anomaly my friend rushes into another. The Vice- 
Chairman is to be the President of the meeting of the Corporation, and for 
the time being he is to be a Commissioner. For how long—may I ask? The Vice- 
Chairman is a Commissioner for one hour and ‘no longer. I think, Siz, all these 
complications might be removed by legislating to the effect that the Vice- 
Chairman is to be a Commissioner. The Vice-Chairman isa"Hindu gentleman of 
eminence; he represents the Executive of the Corporation; he has sympathies 
with therate-payers; his influence with the Hindu Commissioners is’ great; he 
becomes by virtue of his position the exponent and the interpreter of the 
official view to the Hindu Commissioners. This is a distinct advantage, and 
you ought not to deprive the Corporation of it. Ever since 1874 you have had 
a Hindu gentleman in the position of Vice-Chairman, and he has been a Com- 
missioner, and it has always been found to be advantageous. Apart from 
considerations of administrative anomaly, there is this paramount considera- 
tion of administrative convenience; ai taking my stand upon that ground, 
I venture to appeal to Your Honour to accept the amendment which I have 
the honour to propose.” : 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—I should have had very little objection to 
- this amendment if the Hon’ble Member had added the Deputy Chairman to it. 
All throughout our proceedings it has been the endeavour of the Select Com- 
mittee to the Deputy Chairman and the Vice-Chairman on a similar 
footing, and if the Hon’ble Member had moved that both ‘Vice-Chairman’ 
and ‘ <puty Chairman’ should be members of the Corporation, I think it 
very probable that I should have been prepared to accede to his wishes. But as 
& matter of fact there is no absolute necessity that either of them should be on 
the Corporation. We provide that the Chairman shall preside on all ordinary 
_ Oveasions. On the few occasions that he is absent, we. make provision in 
Section 74 now 81) that the Deputy Chairman or Vice-Chairman shall fulfil his 
we Nas ce « 
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wo lieutenants should be with on ‘ 
Jabu § ipasngh Banerjee has mentioned an instanee in wh 
Prone Vice airman has rendered valuable service by his advice and 
8 ions to the Corporation, and he sted that he did this by virtue 
of his being Vice-Chairman; but it is obvious that it would have been 
perfectly possible for him to have given the same advice, to have made 
exactly the same statement to the Corporation, even if he had not been 
a et cinoma It is the regular pease in the Corporation when any 
ugstion comes up which affects the Head of a Department, such as the 
Bogineer or Health Officer, to invite that Head of the Department to be 
resent and to state his views personally to the Commissioners. The Vice- 
Chsirnn, I presume, will, among cles positions, be the Head of the Accounts 
epartment, the Head of the Collection and Warrant Department, of the 
Corporation under the Bill, Therefore under the Bill the Vice-Chairman, even 
though not a member of the Compaen #961 in the ordinary course haye 
been present and would have been invited to explain the whole position to 
the other Commissioners.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arcar said:—“ Sir, I should not like to give a slient vote 
to this amendment. From my experience, the connection of the Vice-Chairman 
with the Corporation as a member of it has acted for nothing but good. 
And, with regard to, the remark that fell from the Hon’ble Member in char 
of the Bill that he would be willing to accede to the amendment of my hon’ble 
friend Babu Surendranath Banerjee if ‘Deputy Chairman’ were added, 
surely that concedes the argument, and the Hon’ble Member cannot but mean 
that he considers the Vice-Chairman would be a useful member of the Corpora- 
tion, and that it would be advisable to have him as a member of that body, 
but he will not have him separated trom the Deputy Chairman in any way. It 
is always open to my hon’ble friend Mr. Baker to add an amendment to a later 
section. tis not too late for him to add as an amendment that which would 
meet with his own wishes, and we know that whatever he may choose to. pro- 
pose is bound to be . So that, so far as we are concerned in consideri 
this particular point, it seems to me that everything my hon’ble tind 
Mr. Baker has said is, entirely in favour of the admission of the. Vice-Chairman 
as a member of the Corporation, And, Sir, I protest against the absurd idea 
of the, Vice-Chairman and Deputy Chairman becoming members, of the 
Corporation, for half an hour or so in order to preside at, the meetings of the 
Corporation, as is provided in a, later portion of the Bill, It is a reflection, 
I think, on the members of the | m._ when, those, who, are. not members 
of the Corporation are dragged, in se. it, is, supposed, that, those. who are 
i ob of the, Corporation are not fit to preside in any, circumstances 
stever,’ 


The Hon’ble Bano SureypranatTa Banersee in reply said’:—“ The Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Bill is anxious to place the ive-Chairman and the 
‘Deputy Chairman upon the same footing, but I think the Hon’ble Member will 
-agree that, so far as the measure of responsibility is concerned, there is a very 
great difference between a young officer of'the status of a Joint-Magistrate and 
an_ experienced and trained administrator of the status of a Vice-Chairman. 
A Deputy Chairman, I Fontes will be a young officer with all the energy and 
the immature vigour of youth; but would he be fit to be placed in charge of 
the by eons ae, <a oe ae singe or the oottections au and 
over -four 8 of rupees, which great departments are now controlled by 
the Vice-Chairman 2 sivnd measure Ao} the res jana of the Vive Ghames 
is infini rior to the responsibility which would be cast upon the Deputy 
Chairman. Therefore, to place the Deyuty Chairman aig one footing 

with the Vice-Chairman ir ive of the measure of his responsibility would 
be a serious legislative administrative blunder. They ought not to 
be placed upon the same footing. The Deputy Chairman’ would probably 
some day be Chairman, in the same way as a Joint-Magistrate 

Magistrate. That is his training ground, and surely he ought not to be 
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placed at the outset upon the same footing with the Vice-Chairman? I. 

fore } join issue with that statement of my hou’ble friend in cheapo 

of the Bill. I find myself in the unfortunate position of not being able to agree 
with him in regard to another statement made by him, He has observed that 
even if the Vice-Chairman were not a member of the Corporation, it would 
still be open to him to give the same advice. But, Sir, there would be a differ: 
ence between the advice tendered in the one case and that tendered in 
the other. As a member of the Pegi he would come in contact with 
the Commissioners; he would be know: to the Commissioners; he would 
have personal influence with the Commissioners; the Comitnissioners would be 
likely to respect him ; they would repose confidence in him, and when he gave © 
advice, that advice would be accepted. “But when ho comes as a stranger, 
asa mere official, the advice that he tenders would not be d with the 
same confidence as if that advice were tendered by him asa colleague with 
whom they were intimately acquainted. I hope that, having regard to these 
considerations, my Hon’ble friend in charge of the Bill will seo his way, and I 
hope and trust, Sir, you will see your way, to accept the amendment which I 
have the honour to move.” } 


The motion was put and lost, 


cg i 
The. Hon’ble tae Preswenr ruled the following motions, standing in the 
name of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee, to be out of order:— 


1) that the words “seventy-five” be substituted for “ ifty ” in line 2 of sevtion 6; 
2) if the above amendment be lost, that the word “sixty” be substituted for “ fifty” 
in line 2 of section 6. 


The Hon'ble tHe Pxxstpewr also ruled the following motion, standing in 
the name of the Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath Sen, to be out of order: 


that in| section 6 “seventy-five” be substituted for “ fifty”. 


The Hon’ble rar Prestvenr also ruled the rhs motions, standing in 


‘the name of the Hon’ble Raja Shashi Shakhareswar Roy Bahadur, of’ Tahirpur, 
to be out of order:— 


ap Rea in section 6, for the word “fifty”, in line 2, the words “seventy-five” be 
substituted; 

(2): thet forthe words “to be elected or’ appointed as hereinafter provided ” the follow- 
ing be substituted;.namely :— it nt 


“of whom twenty-five shall be elected. at ward elections, twenty-five by such! public 
corporate bodies as the Calcutta University,,the B Chamber of Commerce, the Prades 
Association, the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta, the Zamindary Panchayat, the 
British Indian Association, the Indian Association, the al National Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Central National Muhammadan. Association, - &e.,, to whom: the! Local 
Government, at their discretion, may from time to time grant such franchise; and the 
Temaining twenty-five shall be‘appointed by the Local’ Government.” 


Section’ 8. 


The Hon’ble tax Prestpenr also ruled the following motions, standing in 
the name of the Hon'ble Mr. Apear, to be out of order :— 
(2) ome oh (how 8), sub-section (1), for: the words“‘twenty-five” the words 


two? be | ; 
(tha ination 7: (now 8), cause (d), forthe’ word “‘Afvsen”” the’ word “nine” Be: 
substitu’ : ; 
(8) that in section 7” (now 8), after clause (d), the following clauses be added '-— 
_ “(@) two by the British Indian Association, 
“three ty the Muhammadan Literary Society, 
) three by the Central National "Association, 
_ (A) two: by” the Honorary Magistrates and Justices of the Peicé in’atid! for the . 
P) two by the University of Caloutta, and 
(/) one by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.” 


* . 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Baxer said :—‘“ Amendment No. 31* is in order, but Nos. 
32 and 33+ are not in order, as I think will be admitted after what has fallen 
from the President. Amendments 34,t 36§ and 37,|| and also another one on 
the supplementary list filed by Raja Ranajit Sinha of Nashipur, all cover the 
same ground; they are allin order. It would be convenient if these five 
amendments, namely, 31, #4, 86, 87 and 2 in the supplementary list, and a 
supplementary one** which the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee wishes to 
‘ put in now, were all considered together, and discussed at the same timo. 
When amendments are taken together, it is for each Hon’ble Member to 
move his own and to discuss them all at the same time, and then the votes are 
taken.” 


. 


The Hon’ble Basu Jarra Monan Sew moved (amendment No. 31) that the 
following amendments be made in section 7 (now 8), namely :— 
‘(1) in clause (a) substitute “ three” for “ four,” 
(2) in clause (4) substitute “ three ” for “ four,” 
(8) add (4b) two by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
“(ce) two “ the Muhammadan Literary Society and the Central 
National Muhammadan Association, namely, one each, ’ 
(coc) two by the University of Calcutta,” ‘ 
(4) in clause (d) substitute “ eleven ” for “ fifteen,” 
(5) in sub-section (3) substitute “ (04), (cc) and (occ) ” for “and (c)’.” 


He said:—‘“‘Iu proposing this amendment I venture to submit that, the prin- 
ciple underlying the present Bill being to give predominence to the representa- 
tion of mercautile interests, I think it just that the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce should have a power to nominate at least two Commissioners, the 
English. merchants returning eight according to my amendmert namely, three 
by the Chamber of Commerce, three by the Trades Association, and two by 
the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta. 


“Tt has often been complained that ut Ward elections the Muhammadangs 
are not properly represented. I have therefore thought fit to authorise the 
two leading Muhammadan Societies to nominate two Commissioners. Then, 
again, following the Bombay Act, which has been taken as the model in 
framing the present Bill, I have proposed to take two Commissioners from the 
University. The University represents the intellect of the country, and it is 
ss me: it should have a voice in the nomination of Commissioners, as in 

ombay. 


“If the English merchants are deemed not to have been properly repre- 
sented, the Government may supplement the number by nomination, and 
maintain an equilibrium. 

“T am aware there are other Associations, such as the British Indian Associ- 
ation, the Indian Association and the Zamindari Panchayat. These are import- 
ant bodies, and they should certainly be represented. I am confident the 


Government will exercise its power to take at least one nominee of each of 
the above bodies. 2» 


“It is true I have not introduced these Associations into my amendment, 
but this does not signify that they were absent from my mind. ‘Ihave left it to 
Government to take in their nominees to restore an equilibrium, if the com- 
munities whom these Associations represent, are not adequately represented. 


“ As five different amendments are to be discussed together, the best thing 
would be to take the proposals referring to nomination by each body as a 
separate amendment, so that the chance of conflict may be minimised.” 


Printed on page 1946, post, 
J] Printed on page 1946, poet. 
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The Hon’ble Banu Surenprawarn Banenser moved (amendment No. 84) 
that the following be substituted for section 7 » Sub-section (Za) [now section 8, 
sub-section (2)] :— ; 
“Tho remaining Commissioners shall bo appointed as follows :— 

eleven by tho Local Government, 

4) ten by the Presiden Magistrates, 

two by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and 

(@) two by the Fellows of the University. ” 


He said:—‘‘Here again I follow the Bombay model. If among 72 
Commissioners in Bombay the Government "Sipe 16, what should be the 
number that Your Honour’s Government ought to appoint among 50 Commis- 
sioners? It is 11, ora little over 11, refore I suggest that the number to 
be appointed by Government, directly f ing the Bombay model, should be 
11, Then, Sir, I eliminate the Trades Association and the Port Trust. We 
have in the Bombay Act the Chamber of Commerce returning two members, 
and they have also a Port Trust there. It seems to me—with all the 
respect that I feel for the Hon’ble Members representing the Port Trust, 
that to ask that body to return members, after having asked the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Trades Assvciation to do so, is rea y bringing coals to New- 
castle, What is the Port Trust ? An echo, a reflection, of the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Trades Association. Therefore, Sir, I think there ought 


to be no squeamishness whatever in refusing to allow the Port ‘Trust to return 


members. 


“Then I come to the Trades Association, and here I admit that I suggest 
a recommendation which is outside of the present law, and, Sir, I confess I am 
somewhat of a conservative in these matters. When a law isa good law and 
has been found to be so in practice, I do not advocate a change. But, Sir, the 
Trades Association arid the Chamber of Commerce represent one and the, same 
interest. here is absolute uniformity of aims and ideas between them, and no 
more striking illustration of the cordia’ ity and the uniformity of interest between 
the two bodies is to be found than in the hearty good-will which prevails in this 
Council Chamber between my two hon’ble teal who represent them. ‘The 
other day, in reference to a articular matter, I tried to get over one of m 
hon’ble friends to my side. I had nearly succeeded, as I thought in my pia, 
but a conference took place between them, and then I found that my labour was 
completely lost. Therefore it seems to me that, as far as the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Trades Association are concerned, there being this complete 
uniformity of interests, the Chamber of Commerce ought to be able to represent 
the interests of the Trades Association, or vice versd, 

“If we accept this view, we shall then be in a position to brin 
in the other constituencies, ’ The Presidency 
majesty of law and justice, and there are members of the mercantile 
community and members of the trades who are Presidency Magistrates. 
Then there are Fellows of the University—a learned body. I think, now that 
we are recasting the law, it is necessary that we should obtain a wider and a 
more divergent representation, and that wider and more diversified representa- 
tion would be obtained by introducing the Rresidency Magistrates and the 
Fellows of the University, “ { can well understand the reasons which induced 
the legislators of 1888 to make the Chamber of Commerce and the Trades 
Association the two different constituencies that they now are. Atthattime the 
endeavour was made to persuade the European community to take part in 


to be protected. Special constituencies are necessary for us, and therefore I 
ask that the University, in which there is a large element of the Indian commu- 
uty, and the Presidency Magistrates, in which there is also a considerable 
Indian element, should be formed into constituencies for purposes of municipal 
Tepresentation, ‘This Bill will give the supremacy to the European community 

in the. affairs of the Corporation, and will reduce the Hindus to a nooragy & 
; That | ing so, what are we to do with these constituencies? They ought to 


: 












adjusted to suit tho changed cireumstances, and the re-adjastment which I 
ba would secure a wider, @ more diversified and a more diffused repre- 
sentation, which I think is essential for the sound and. efficient administration 


of our municipal affairs.” 


The Hon'ble Banu Borxanta Naru Sen moved (amendment No. 36) 
that the following be substituted for section 7, sub-section (1a) [now section 8, 
sub-section (2)]:— 

“The remaining Commissioners shall be appointed as follows, namely :— 

(a) eleven by the Local Government, 

(b) ten by the Presidency Magistrates, 

(c) two by the ee Chamber of Commerce, and 
(d) two by the Fellows of the Oaloutta University.” 


He said: —‘‘I embark in the sa at as my hon’ble friend Babu Surendra- 
nath Banerjee, so that I can only endorse the i, Ser which have been 
addressed to the Council by the Hon’ble Member. 1 would only add this: The 
Government of India, in their despatch No. 93,* have recognised two interests : 
the European interest and the native interest. The Government reserve to itself 
certain powers for — certain Commissioners in order to equalize that 

er. According to the Bill there would be an abnormal preponderance of the 
Baro nelement. These three interests—the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
the Calcutta Trades Association and the Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta 
—all represent the same interest, and inasmuch as two of them—the Calcutta 
Trades Association and the Commissioners for the Port of Caleutta—do not find 
any place in the Bombay model, my amendment is designed to eliminate 

em, 


Tho Hon’ble Dr. Asurosa Muxaopappyaya moved (amendment No. 37) that, 
_ in section 7, sub-section (1a) [now section 8, sub-section (2) ], the word and” 
at the end of clause (c), and the whole of clause (@), be omitted, and that the 
following be substituted :— ; 

«(@) one by the Senate of the University of Oaloutta, and 

¢(e). fourteen by the Local Government,’ 

He said: —“ Sir, it was not without some hesitation that I decided to bring 
before the Council oh osition which I have now the honour to move for 
your aceeptance. esitation arose, not because I had any doubts as 
to the Lge propriety of my motion, but because I found that, in whatever 
way I might s the claims of the University, I must necessarily encroach 


nm the privileges of the Government of Bengal. But I must confess 
that, when I discovered that other Hon’ble Members had undertaken to 
i the cause of the University in the’ manner indicated in the motions 
which have been disallowed, I felt somewhat embarrassed. I naturally feel 
gratified that so many Hon’ble Members should interest themselves in 
the matter, for the University is entitled to the loyalty and devotion 
of all her children; but at the same time I venture to think that her 
claim, if carried to excess, might be altogether lost, and, if linked with 
other claims not panel strong, might not be sufficiently distinguished. 
That my fears were not a er unfounded has, I think, been amply proved 
by the fate of the motions disallowed. In the first place, it seems to me that 
if the University of Bombay, with a Senate of over 300 members, sends two 
representatives to_a Corporation of 72, I do not think I can prey ask 
you to give the University of Calcutta, with a Senate of over members, 
more than one representative upon a Corporation of 50. In the second place, 
I do not think it wise to couple the claims of the Calcutta University with 
those of the other Associations which I should be happy to see represented on 
the Municipal Snape, for I cannot afford to forget ~~ whatever the 
status and the usefulness of these public or semi-public es may be, their 
claims can hardly be placed as high 9s those of the University, which is @ 
Corporation created by Statute, which has for its Chancellor the highest official 
in the land, and which controls the higher education of the people, not 
only of the provinces under Your Honour’s rule, but also of Assam, Burma 
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and Ceylon. However much, therefore, I may rejoice,at any decision of the 
Council favourable to these Associations, I must ask you to consider the present 
motion as distinct from those that have preceded it, 

“Sir, I have just alluded to the system which prevails in Bombay, but it 
is neither necessary nor desirable to support my proposition solely by analogy ; 
the t arguments in its favour are, I think, to be found within the four 
corners of the Bill now before In the first place, if we turn for a moment 
to the provisions of section 238 (now 14), sub-section (2), clauses (vif) and (viii), 
which describe the special functions of the Corporation, we find that the promo. 
tion of pri and technical education and the provision of free libraries are two 
of the objects to which they may devote their attention, It is hardly necessary 
for me to point out that, in this inclusion of educational objects within the scope 
of municipal activity, we are not by any means ‘sin ; if, for instance, we 
turn to sections 61 and 63 of the Bombay: Act, section 33 of the Madras Act, 
and section 72 of the Punjab Act, we find similar provisions, for the promotion 
of educational objects, and for the construction and’ maintenance of  fres 
libraries, museums and art galleries. If theso, then, are legitimate objects 
falling within the province of municipal government, I venture to aflirm that 
there is nothing unreasonable in my proposition that there should be at 
least one educational member on the Corporation. Criticisms, some of 
them not very just or impartial, have been levelled at the Corporation 
from so many different quarters, and upon such diverse topies, that I have 
no desire to add to their number; but I regret to have to say that the 

romotion of technical education and the maintenance of a free public 
cea have been two of the neglected fields of activity. It has been 
one of the lasting reproaches of the eapitsl of the Indian Empire that we 
have not here a public “sor either worthy of the city or sufficient to satisfy 
the needs of the educated public. It is not essential that I should take u your 
time by a detailed account of what has been done in similar directions by the 
reat Municipal Corporations of England and the Continent, but I eonfes I 
1 humiliated when I consider that tlhe Corporations of Manchester, Birming- 
ham and Berlin have shown a wonderful cilia in the establishment and 
development of the free-library system, and in the promotion of special and 
technical education under municipal auspices, while we bave neglected to do 
even what little we might have done with the limited means at our disposal. 
I trust, Sir, that, if it be the pleasure of this Council to decide in favour of 
my proposition, the University will be in a position to send as its represen- 
tative on the Corporationa nm who has devoted himself tothe study of 
the educational problems of the day, and who, by the accuracy and moderation 
of his views, may make them acceptable to the members of the Corporation. 

“In the second place, Sir, I desire to invite the attention of the Council to 
the fact that the Senate of thé University numbers on its rolls the most 
distinguished Doctors and the most competent Engineers, both native and 
European, that we have in this country. it has always seemed to me some- 
what anomalous that the only qualification which entitles a person to take 
® part in the municipal government of the city should be a purely property 

ualification; and had it not been for the decision of the Government of 

ndia, reducing the number of elected Commissioners from 50 to 25, I should 
have been prepared to move that one at least»of the Commissioners, returned 
by each of the Wards, should bea qualified medical practitioner or a well- 
trained Engineer. Be that as it may, I venture to express the hope that, if 
the Senate of the University be authorized to send a representative to the 
Corporation, it may from time to time send a the Doctor, or an experienced 
Engineer, whose helpful advice could otherwise hardly be secured. 

., _ Jn the third place, Sir, I desire to point out that the University is, 
if I may be allowed the use of the expression, a neutral constituency, 
Although I am placing this ground last, it is by no means of the least import. 
anee, and I would venture to invite your special attention to it. If you 
examine the constitution of the Senate from year to year, you will find that 
‘what I may call the European and the native elements almost balance each 
other, In some years, perhaps, owing to death, resignation or retirement in 
the ranks of the one, the other may predominate; but, taken as a whole, each 
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balances the other; for instance, if you look to the constitution of the Syndicate, _ 
which is the governing body of the University, in the present year, you find that 
there are seven Europeans and four Indians, one of whom is a Muhammadan. 
Tf you take last year’s figures, you will find that there were five Europeans 
asily six Indians, of whom two were Muhammadans; but, apart from the question 
of mere numbers, I rejoice to think that party feeling has not, as yet, to any 
appreciable extent, invaded the ranks of the Senate, and it has always been 

a source of gratification to me that the position which I have attained in the 
University is due as much to the indulgence of my European as of my native 
friends. I trust, therefore, that, if the University has an opportunity of sendin 


a member to the Corporation, such nominee will reflect the neutral character o 
the body he represents. 


“T have now stated, as briefly as I could, tho reasons in support of my 
proposition, which, analysed, comes toithis,—the Government of Bengal has the 
wer of appointing 15 members of the Corporation; these members, I take 
it, will rt ges minorities and interests other than those represented by the 
25 elected Commissioners and the 10 Commissioners appointed by the 
representatives of ‘Trade and Commerce. Can the University fairly claim to be 
one of these minorities, and ask the Government to concede the privilege of 
appointing one member on the Corporation? I leave the decision confidently 
in the hands of the Council, in the belief that, whatever may be the fate of 
my motion, it will have the sympathy of all who have been educated at an 
Indian University or at any of those ancient seats of learning which are the 
glory of England; and shall I venture to indulge, Sir, in the hope that it may 
have the sympathy of Your Honour, whose name appears on the rolls of our 
University as its senior Fellow and who, if he had not chosen to adorn another 
sphere, might well have been proud of his academic distinctions,” 





The Hon’ble Rasa Suasnr Saaxuareswar Roy Banavur of Tahirpur, 
in the absence ofthe Hon’ble Raja Ranajit Sinha Bahadur of Nashipur, moved, 
on behalf of the latter (amendment No. 2 in the supplementary list) that the 
word “ten” be substituted for the word “fifteen” in clause (d) of section 7 
(now section 8), and that after clause (@) the following clauses be inserted :— 

‘ (e) two by the British Indian Association ; 
‘(f) one by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce ; and 


‘(g) two by the Muhammadan Literary Society and the Central National Muham- 
madan Association, respectively.’ ; 


The Hon’ble Mr, Baxer said:—‘‘ Does the Hon'ble Babu Surendranath 
Banerjee wish to now put in an alternative motion ?” 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranata. Banerser then, with the leave of the 
President, moved that, if his first amendment (namely, amendment No. 34) of 
section 7, sub-section (1) (4), [now section 8, sub-section (2)], be lost, the 
following be added that sub-section :-— 

‘The remaininfy Commissioners shall be appointed as follows :— 
eleven by the Local Government ; : 
four by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce ; 
four by the Caloutta Trades Association ; 
two by the Presidency Magistrates ; 
two by the University of Caleutta; and 
two by the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce,’ 


He said:—* I venture to submit that this amendment moves along the line 
of least resistance. I keep ria things intact as far as practicable. I only 
seck to deprive the Government of the right of appointing four members. The 
Government supine 15 members under the Bill; I suggest that Your Honour 
may be pleased to Kgl a only 11. And here again I fall back apon the Bombay 
model, Under the Bombay model the number ought to be 11 and no more. 
‘Then I suggest that the Port Trust should be deprived of their franchise. The 
Port Trust need not return members when the Shashbier of Commerce and the 
Trades Association have the right of returning eight members between them. 
Tn Bombay the Port Trust does not return a wy ie member to the Corpor: 

I keep the number for the Trades Association, which is4 ; I keep the: 
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16 Cham amber of Commerce, viz., 4; I get 4 from the Government and 2 from the 
P t rea oki gph ars 6 among three different constituencies:, 
2 for the aioe istrates, 2 for the University and 2 for the National 
Chamber of Commerce. It strikes me that, proposals ought to be accepted 
by the Government. It makes the least disturbance 0: 

a ider and. epresentative constituencies, Sir Steuart 


bualiey ihe pero ac oak Ok Caan, pil frost tae pitsecaa Bread 
Bayley, when Lieutenant-Governor of E said from his place as President 
of this ‘Council that a time Sond come Bee the Goyernment would find itself 
Se a on ‘to relieve elt ially of re papooniality of poaen soning: 
tions to the large extent which Gover did at that time, I think the tim 
t » and trust’ tha co 7 pasate will see your way tS ; 


existing arrangements, 


has now come, and I hope 
accept this amendment.” 

The Hob’ble Mr. Baker said:—'There are five amendments now before the, 
Council, all dealing with the constitution of the Corporation. Two of these are 
identical. et are, the first amendment snoved by the Hon’ble Babu, 
Surehdranath Banerjee and the one moved by the Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath 
Sen, As these two are the most far-reaching and most sweeping, I will deal. 
with them first, Iam bound to say that I think the sity good sense and 
god a at of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjee must have 

iled him to some extent when he put forward this very extraordinary proposal, 
All through the proceedings in connection with the Bill there has never from , 
first to last been any suggestion that the constitution of the Corporation should: 
be altered. Neither the Corporation, nor any of the other bodies who were 
consulted, nor any of the speakers at the various public meetings have suggest. 
ed that any change should Cee ae the bodies entitled to at representatives 
to the Municipality, and the Hon’ble Member will doubtless admit that we 
should never have heard one word of his proposal now if it had not been for, 
the changes suggested by the Government of India. For, Sir, the real 
object of this amendment is as clear as the sun at noon-day. The object and 
the effect of it will be to retain a meanders of power in the hands of 
the “same class who have the preponderance now. The Hon’ble Member 
believes, dnd probably has good ground for believing, that, for instance, if we 
allot 0 seats to the Presidency Magistrates of Calcutta, the Presidency 
Magistrates will return gentlemen of the same class as those who, are returned 
at present at Ward elections. There is no sort of resemblance, nor the faintest 
similarity, between the Justices of the Peace of Bombay and the Presidency 
Magistrates ‘of Calcutta. In Bombay, there are 572 Justices, of whom 335 are 
natives and 257 are Europeans and Kurasians. I have made some enquiries 
from’ Bonibay as to who the Justices are and what their functions are, I find 
théy' have two functions and two only. They havo the power under the 
Criminal’ Procédure Code of attesting documents, and they have the power 
under the ‘Municipal Act of electing 16 members to the Corporation of 
Bombay. That is all.’ They are appointed by Government and the list of them 
is eetibod? every Bet bi ee that there is great competition for the 
office; that thé list'intludes practically every man of light and leading; every 
min ‘of wealtli and position; all the aristocracy throughout the city of Diclay 
_Evety Eurdpean' of good position ap i ‘on to the list as a matter of course, and 
there in not @ single member on the Justices’ list, who is not a gentleman of high . 
so¢ial and personal status. In fact, the Justices’ list is a kind of glorified 
Darbar list, It is cortainly not possible to describe the Prosidency Magistrates 
of? Soe rit Abner the’ Honea ews Bs I have no intention 
of''s anything i aie oe gement of our Magistrates, who are a very. 
de body’ of men, but I am quite certain no one can for one instant ee 
them on‘anything like the same footi sSahe Justices of Bombay. In the first 
ace, there aré only 87 of them, all told. Of these, 61 are natives, and 26 are 
8 and others, including those who are dead and those who have left 

Caleutta’ or are no longer residing evenin India. Then, Sir, among the 87 there 
i 8 eel le rédominate dver all others, Among the 87 you will find 

pe ' thain'18 who ‘bith or h en Municiy i ( 
igs 7 r : Tay 
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absolutely swamp the elections. Would it not be positively grotesque to assi, 
e Ti ht 


to a constituency so insignificant in numbers aud composed as this is, the rig! 
of sending 10 representatives to the Municipal Board, a number nearly as 
as the Hon’ble Member proposes to assign to Government itself, and five times 
as great as he proposes to assign to Trade and Commerce? __ 
Another innovation which Hon’ble Members have proposed is that two 
representatives should be elected by the Fellows of the Calcutta University, 
and the Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh»Mukhopadhyaya has touched on the same 
point, though in a very much more moderate way. It may be the case 
that the Senate of the Bombay University has some ground for sending two 
representatives to the Bombay Corporation; but, however that may be, I 
ave very little doubt that the University of Calcutta is not a body which 
has a good claim to send representatives to the Municipal Board in Calcutta. 
In the first place, the University of Calcutta is not localised in Calcutta 
at all. It is an examining body. If it can be said to be localised any- 
where, it is localised in those parts of the province in which its affiliated 
colleges are to be found, — The Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya 
told us that it governed or regulated education not rane Bengal, but 
in Assam, in Burma and in Ceylon, I think, Sir, that a dy which repre- 
sents education not in these Provinces only, but over a great part of 
India, has very little claim primd facie to representation on a purely 
local Corporation. But there is another argument also, If the University 
stands for anything, it stands for education, vee Sir, what has the Calcutta 
Corporation to do with education ? Since 1888 it has been allowed to spend 
its funds on primary and technical education. What hasit done? In the Town 
proper, it has never spent one farthing from first to last on primary, technical or 
any otherkind of education. In the Suburbs, the area which was added in 1888, it 
has spent nothing on technical education; it has spent nothing on second- 
ary education ; and on primary education it has spent a sum of Re. 3,000. year, 
that being the amount of certain contributions which used to be made by the 
old Suburban Municipality to. rimary schools within that area, That is 
all. In fact, the Corporation, for reasons for which I do not blame them 
in the least, reasons which I hold to be entirely just and sound, have taken no 
part in educational matters, and have devoted no portion of their funds to edu- 
cational expenditure. In that case, Sir, 1 think the body which ropresents 
education has no special claim to send members to the Corporation. 
“TI now. turn to the amendment of the Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen, 
which is on the whole a moderate amendment. Hoe proposes to reduce the 
representatives of the Chamber of Commerce and the Trades Association to 
3 each; he would assign 2 seats to the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
2 seats to the two Muhammadan Associations, and 2 to the University. The 
first thing that occurs to one on looking at those proposals is that the one Asso- 
ciation in Calcutta which would have a prior claim to i representation, if 
we were giving any, is left out. I mean the British Indi Association, The 
Hon’ble Member felt I think the weakness of his position in omitting that body, 
because he said that it would be for Government to appoint representatives from 
that Association and from certain others which ne named. But if we are going 
to give in the body of the Act special representation to any additional Asso- 
ciation, I think there can be no question that the British Indian Association has 
the first claim. Then, Sir, I demur strongly to his proposal to reduce by two 
the representatives of trade and commerce, The number which tr e and 
commerce have had since 1888 is 10, and 10 will only be one-fifth of the whole 
number of the Commissioners; and considering the enormous extent to which 
trade and commeree, especially foreign commerce, have created Calcutta, I think 
that one-fifth is the smallest prone proportion that can be justly given to them. 
I cannot is in any way the pro to give two seats to the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce as within the sphere of practical politics. Ihave made 
some attempt to discover what the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce is. 
1 enquired among others of my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Apear. He was unable 
to tell me much, and the information he we me was merely what { had 
obtained before. As far as I can make out, it is what is ordinarily called a 
‘one man show. A pontansn well known and respected in Calcutta, Babu Sita 
Nath Roy, is the head and front of the Bengal National Chamber of erce. 
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Joy Gobind Law ‘belongs, is not a member. All 
my informants cdncide in saying that Babu Sita Nath Roy stands ractically 
alone. Now, Sir, with the greatest possible respect for Babu Sita Nath Roy, 
it is quite clear bat it is absolutely out of the question to assign two seats in 
the Corporation tohim and hig nominees, 

“With referace to the two Muhammadan Associations which have ° 
been mentioned W the Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen and the Hon'ble 
Raja Ranajit Sina, I hesitate to suggest that any special representation 
should be given to hese two bodies, [| have really not very much informa- 
tion about them, br so far as my information goes, there is reason to believe 
that they are not whlly representative, My hon’ble friends Prince Bakhtyar 
Shah and Maulvi blawar Hosain will correct me if I am wrong, but I am 
told that they do notstand on a very stable or permanent basis, I have heard 
that their influence mong their co-religionists in Calcutta is not always as 
great as might be yished. I may be wrong in this view, but so long 
as any doubt remaiss, it would not be justificable to give special repre- 
sentation to these tw Associations, I sympathise on the whole with the 
various propoals thé have been made to cut down the number of re- 
presentatives 0 be appinted directly by Government. I have a good deal of 

pathy wih the viev that Government should by degrees divest itself of the 
duty of appinting rephesentatives of minorities, and I should have been very 
dak if wecould have taken some step in that direction now; but it is evident 
that in maing our selection of Associations for this purpose the most sure- 
footed cavion is a al We have to consider all the Respeiations in exist- * 
ence at “¢ time the legislation is undertaken, and to determine which 
of themaas the best claim to special representation, and Iam by no means 
preparecto say that the various Associations which have been named in these 
five amndments are the only or the best Associations to which it might be 
possibléo give special representation. The Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen 
referre to the Indian Association. That I think would probably be supported 
by myton’ble friend Babu Surendranath Banerjee. Another Association which 
I thin would probably have a good claim is the Anglo-Indian snd Eurasian 
Assodtion. Then we have to bear in mind the fact that when we have made 
our jection, we have no kind of guarantee*as a rule that they will be 
perpnent. We know that the Public Health Society, which’ was in 
exignce from 1884 onwards, for some years did a good deal of very 
usel work, and it appeared for some time to be likely to become permanent. 
If'8 now deunct, What would have happened if we had in the Act of 
183 enacted that the Public Health Society should be entitled to return 
ty members to the Calcutta Corporation ? We have no guarantee either that 
a Association which may be-chosen will be permanent, or that it will continue 


‘ years,—for several generations,—when it has acquired a definite corporate 
xistence, then the time may come for Government to consider the propriety of 
hentioning it in an Act of the Legislature; and it seems to me that almost the 
only Association which would have any claim under that condition is the 
British Indian Association, The other bodies that have been mentioned, I fear, 
Must stand over until they are considerably older than they are at present. 
1 think therefore, Sir, that all these amendments the Council will act wisely in 
rejecting, even the very moderate one moved by the Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh 
Mukhopadhyaya.” : 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranarn Banerser in reply said:—“I must be 

ed to express my regret at the personal remarks which have been im- 

mto this controversy by the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill. He 

With the remark that I was wanting in good sense in aving put forward 
Certain amendment, Tam not goi d to reply to that, but would only say 
_? Sssuming, which I do not, feat. failed in good sense, I soon regovered it 








in sending 
pleased to.say that my’ first amendment was an endeavour on uy part to retain’ 
that preponderance of the Hindu element which it was the object of this Bill’ to’ 
cut-down. Suppose, Sir, it was so, ought'T to be ashamed « it? Ought it’ to. 
be brought as an imputation against me? se that, as a‘ representative of 
the Hindu community from pe in this Legislative Coumil, I’ was endea- 
vouring to assert by’ all lawfal means the’ claims of my comaunity to a pre- 
ponderant share in municipal re n to which they are entitled, is that 
a thing of which I onght to be ashamed?’ It will be a:mtter of legitimate 
ide to me that I did my level best in maintaining’ the prepnderance of my 
community.in my;native town.” ‘ ; 


The Hon’ble Mr. Baker said:—""I did’ not impute it to’ the: Hoti’ble © 
Member as a fault. I was explaining ‘the effect of ‘the propsal.”” 


‘The Hon’ble Basu SunenpranaTH Banersex said :—“ Tum glad my hon'ble- 
friend does not regard it asa. fault, I deprecated. th personal remarks 
that were imported into the discussion. When my hon’blefrierd said that‘ the 
Bengal National, Chamber of Commerce was a ‘one man show,’ I am 
pesteetiy certaiu he could not have made any careful enqiry ino the mutter’ 
| know something about the Chamber. My hon’ble frierd obsewed that Pran» 
Kissen Law &,Co. and Babu Nalin Behari Sircar and others lo not belong 
to this Association. Pran Kissen. Law & Co, and Ke; Tarruk & Co.’ are 
European firms; they are members of the Bengal Clamber ot Commerce: 

_ Babu Joy Gobind; Law, of the firm of Messrs. Pran Kissen Law& Co.; was’ 
President of the National Chamber of Commerce at one time, ad he is'a 
member. now. Men, like Babus Chundeo Lal Singh, Harry Ram’ ees 
Raja Sew Bux Bogla.are members. All the most: distinguished mechants of | 
Hatkola are members, and you refuse to reeognise: tliem in the: Bill, but: you: 
have recognised them in tho representation of the Port ‘Trust. ‘TheVational’ 
Chamber of; Commerce ‘sends a representative to the Port Trust. Woul it not’ 
be.as;well that! the National Chamber. of Commerce: should: be! permted: to 
send: one or two representatives to the Corporation? Then my: hon’blefriend: 
the. Member in charge of \the, Bill ref to the Presidency Magi and 
here again I deprecate the observations which he has:made. He sai the 
were. not men.of the: same high . social position as:the' Bombay J\tices | 
were. Lam a Presidency, Magistrate, my friend. the Hon’ble Mr. Apes was ' 
a Presidency Magistrate, and. think the best, the most deserving, nthe 
"most meritorious, men the Government can think of are Presidency Myis- 
trates.’ oe) it 


The Hon'ble Mr. Avcar said :—“ I have resigned.” 
The. Hon’ble Banu SURENDRANATE. Banerver) said :—* The» Ge 


appoints the Presidency Magistrates, and I think my hon’ble friend is mo 
responsible.than any one else for these appoihtments.” 


"Tho Hontble Mn. Baxer.eaid:— But\I am-not:proposing-that they~ shoul 
send members to the Corporation.” ihe A ‘ 


si The Hon'ble Banu Surunpeanara Banznsep said:-—“I ile lnpoietmats 







‘the Presidency Magistrates. are-not men.of an inferior status at ‘They ‘are 
men of high standing; they are‘entrusted with very functions; they 


are held in honour and esteem by thei t sain ass aac what you’ 


said. were true, the Government ‘was Si nobody else. I would in 
conclusion make this suggestion. that if ot Government is unable at the 
present moment to see its way to legi in favour of ed emiee Associa- 






Sevcenling concen ital o> the. Corporation, will the: Government, when 
‘the time of nomination invite. particular. Associations in an executive 
: n to send members to the oration, and when Government finds — 


sr and worthy men have. 


"tliat custom by future legislation?. We might’ at any! rate make a beginning) — 


now, the advantage of which our successors may reap”? 


notice of a very ‘moderate amendment. ‘My honble friend was! 












_. The Hon’ble Banu Jarra Monay Sen in reply eaid:—“I wish to make only 
one observation. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has said that 
nothing has been spent on education, primary hnical, by the Corporation 
ever since its establishment. Provisions for primary and technical education have 
been made in the present Bill, and they existed in the previous law, and they 
were meant, I doubt not, to be given effect to; but as a matter of fact the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill informs us that nothing has been done 
by the Corporation in that direction.. I should contend that that is the very 
reason why the University should be represented in the Corporation, 

“These amendments being put together, difficulty will arise as to the vote 
in respect of each amendment. I should, therefore, propose that each amend- 
ment as to nomination by each separate body be taken as a separate amend- 
ment, so that there may be less chance of conflict between the several amend- 
ments. So I would ask Your Honour to take each sub-division of the amend- 
ments separately.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Asurosa Muxsopapuyaya in reply said :—‘ I should like 
to offer one or two observations with regard to my motion. I confess I was 
surprised at the opposition by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill to my 
motion, which he characterised as a very moderate one. I am not surprised 
that with his usual acuteness he has brought forward reasons which completely 
prove my case, One of the arguments which he advanced was that the 
University of Calcutta is not localised in this City. If my hon’ble friend had 
been a Member of the Senate he would have been able to state to the Council 
that more than half and a little less than two-thirds of the Members of the 
Senate are residents of this City and its immediate neighbourhood. Besides, 
the objection which he has urged applies equally to the Universit of Bombay. 
The paewntant, of Bombay is founded on the model of the niversity of 
Calcutta; it is as much an examining body as this University, and it is 
localised in Bombay. It conducts examinations in English throughout the 
Bombay Presidency and the Province of Sindh. In the next place the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Bill urges that the Calcutta University has control over 
education, but what has the Calcutta Municipality to do with education? 1 
refer to section 23A (now 14, to prove completely that the Calcutta Municipality 
has or ought to ‘have something to do with education. I have not seen in the 
notice of amendments any proposed motion by the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Bill that those clauses should be omitted, If they are to stand 
there, I submit it is not a legitimate argument to say that the Calcutta Muni- 
cipality has nothing to do with education. Then it is said that the Calcutta 
Municipality has never spent a farthing for primary or technical education. 
That is precisely my complaint. I do not know whether it is true; but, 
accepting that statement, I say that it ought not to be so, and that that state 
of things will be remedied if the Calcutta University can send a man to the 
Corporation who has studied the educational problems of the day. Then; in, 
the last place, the Hon’ble Member suggested that many of the Associations 
he referred to are not permanent bodies. I do not know whether he intended 
to include under the term ‘Association’ the University of Calcutta, but I 
hope that the University of Calcutta is as permanent as. any other body in this 
country.” ' 


The Hon’ble rae Presment said :—“ The Council will remember that there 
are three interests to be represented in the Corporation: one is the body of 
rate-payers, second, trade and commerce, and the third is the Government. 
To the rate-payers have been assigned 25 representatives; to trade and com- 
merce have been assigned 10, and I agree with the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Bill that from that number there can be no possible reduction. Lastly,’ 
there remains the Government, which has got 15 representatives. The Govern- 

“ment, as you will all admit, has very important interests in Calcutta, and yet 
out of these 15 representatives it has to secure not only its own interests in 
the city, but. the interests of minorities. Now it was very forcibly argued in - 
the course of one of these debates that the effect of the reduction of the ward 
> emanate! would be to leave altogether unrepresented some of the minorities 

who meanwhile find representation there, Therefore, whatever sympathy the 
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Government may have in the claims pf Associations of various kinds 'to find 
representation in the Corporation, the Government must be careful to see what 
the result of these changes is It has to consider and protect the claims of 
minorities, and, until it knows what the minorities are that are not represented, 
it can go no further in the direction of assignment of seats to Associations. 
The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill has said perfectly truly that all 
Governments are anxious to be assisted in their responsibility in the selection 
of representation. That has been the tendency and attitude of Government 
for a line time, and what'we can do in that way we shall do; but on. this 
amendment I must guard myself by making no promises of any kind.” 


The Hon’ble Basu Jarra Mouan Sey’s amendment (No: 31) was then put 
and lost. 


The Hon’ble Banu SurenpranaTH Banenrser’s first amendment (No, 84) 
was then put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Basu Boranra Natu Sen's amendment (No. 86) wasthen put 
and Jost. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Asvrosh Muxnorapuyaya’s amendment (No. 87) being 
put, the Council divided as follows :— 


Ayes 5. | Noes 12. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie. 
Banerjee. The Hon’ble Sahibzada Mahomed Bakhtyar 
Tho Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath Shah. 
Sen. The Hon’ble Mr. Spink. 
The Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mukho- The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Delawar 
dhyaya. Hosain Ahmed. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Apcar. The Hon’ble Mr. Slack. 
The Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan The Hon’ble Mr. Handley. 
Ben. The Hon’ble Mr. Buckland. 
The Hon'ble Rai Durga Gati Banerjea Baba- 
dur. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Baker. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bolton. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Buckley. 

‘The Hon'ble Mr. Oldham. 
So the amendment was lost. 


The Hon’ble Rasa Ranasrr Sinna Banapur’s amendment (No, 2 in the 
supplementary list) was then put and lost. 


The Hon’ble Basu Surenpranatu Banenser’s second amendment* being 
put, the Council divided as follows:— 


Ayes 4. Noes 13. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Ba- | The Hon'ble Mr. —. 
nerjee. The Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie. 
The Hon'ble Babu Boikanta Nath Sen | The Hon’ble Sahibzada Mahomed Bakhtyar 
The Hon’ble Dr. Asutosh Mukhopadh- Shah. 


Foe The Hon’ble Mr. Spink. 
The Hon’blo Babu Jatra Mohan Sen. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Delawar 
Hosain Ahmed. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Slack. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Handley. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Buckland. 
The Hon’ble Rai Durga Gati Banerjea Baho- 


dur. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Baker: 
The Hon’ble Mr, Bolton. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Buckley. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Oldham. 
So the amendment was lost, 


The Hon’ble Dr. Asurusn Muxnopapnyaya, by leave of the Council, then 
‘withdrew the motion (amendment No. 38), standing in his name, that in sub- 
rpm de of section 7 (now 8),. line 3, “(c) and (d)” be substituted for 
oy’. 
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* Printed on page 1948, ante, 





‘ hae 4 ’ 
ne he Honvble tie Purstpewr ruled the following motions, standing in the 
name of the Hon’ble Babu Surendranath Banerjeg, to be out of onder a 


(2) (amendment No. 32) that the word Fifty ™ be substituted for the words 
Rees ag ” in line 1 of section 7 (now ; 

(8) (amendment No. 38) if the above amendment be lost, and if the amendment* 
substituting the word “« sixty” for the word “fifty” in line 2 of section 6 
be carried, that the following be added to section 7, sub-section (1a) | now 
section 8, sub-section (2)]:— 

“‘(e) eight by the Presiden re of Calcutta ; 
“(f) two by the Follows oft the University.” 


The Hon’ble ruz Presienr also ruled the following motion (amendment 
No. 3) Woe in the name of the Hon’ble Babu Boikanta Nath Sen, to be 
out of order:— : 


That “ Fifty” be substituted for « Twenty-five” in section 7 (now 8), sub-section (1). : 


. Secrion 9. 


The Hon’ble Tar Prestent also ruled the following motions, standing in 
the name of the Hon’ble Mr. Apear, to be out of order: — 

(2) (amendment No. 40) that in section 8 (now 9), clause (a), for the word “four” the 

word “six” be substituted ; 
(2) (amendment No. 41) that in section 8 (now 9), clause (4), for the word “four” the 
word “six” be substituted, and for the words “ clauses (2), (6), (¢) and (d)” 

. the words “sub-section (1a) ” [now sub-section (2)] be substituted ; 

(8) (amendment No. 42) that in section 8 (now 9), clause (c), for the word “four” the 

word “two” be substituted. 


The Hon’ble tHe Prestpenr also ruled the following motion, standing in 
the name of the Hon’ble Babu Jatra Mohan Sen, to be out of order :— 
(amendment No. 48) that the following amendments be made in section 8 (now 9), 
namely :— ‘ 
(1) in sub-section (2), clause (a), substitute “six” for « four ;” 
(2) for clauses (6) and (¢) substitute “ and, of the remaining six, four shall be elected 
by vn a appointed by the different bodies, and two by the 
‘overnment,”” 


The Council was then adjourned to Monday, the 11th September, 1899. 


Caxcutta; F. G. WIGLEY, 


The 14th November, 1899. Assistant Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Legislative Department. 


ooo $e 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION RFPORT 
OF THE CHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION FOR THE YEAR 1898-99. 
. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—(MISCELLANEODS). 
Daryjeeling, the 8th November 1899. 


RESOLUTION—No 6301.—G. 


Reap— ; 


The Annual General Administration Report of the Chota Nagpur Division for the 
year 1898-99. 


Mr. Fores, who submits the report, was in charge of this Division 
* throughout the year. 

2. ‘ours and Inspections.—During the latter half of November the 
Lioutenant-Governor visited this Division, starting from Giridih. He went to 
the head-quarters of each district, and held a Darbar at Ranchi, at which he 
had the pleasure of meeting all the Chiefs of the Feudatory States. Owing to 
the very great extent of the Division, it is not possible for the Commissioner 
to visit all the Tributary States every year, and so on this occasion, besides 
seeing and inspecting the two subdivisions and the head-quarters of each 
district, Mr. Forbes made a yery usefal tour through the Western States, 
visiting Gangpur, Korea, and Sirguja. 

The wishes of Government as to the amount of time to be spent on tours 
were complied with by all the District Officers, save one, for whom, however, 
satisfactory reasons are given. 

Why Mr. Martin, the Subdivisional Officer of Giridih, was unable to 

d more than 78 days on tour is notstated. Except in certain instances, 
which are fully explained, the usual inspections were made by all the District 
Officers. 

3. Weather and Crops; Prices; Public Health; Material Condition of the 
People.—The chief point noticeable with regard to the weather during 1898-99 
was the extremely favourable manner in which, for agricultural purposes, the 
rainfall was distributed throughout the year. Naturally, therefore, the ousturn 
of all the crops was very fine, that of the winter rice, the mainstay of the people, 
being exceptionally so. Asa consequence of the excellent harvest, the prices of 
food-grains were very low, in some places a maund of husked rice salting for 
arupee. The mahua crop, which is of much importance to the poorer classes, 
was plenteous. The people, therefore, have thus had the benefit of two unusually 
fruitful years in succession. ‘This, by very materially improving the condition 
to which they had been reduced by the late famine, was no doubt one reason 
why the public health during the year under review was so exceptionally good, 
the death rate from all causes per mille being only 19:20 as compared wi 
30°8, the average of the six years immediately preceding. Furthermore, no 
epidemic of cholera or small-pox occurred. 

4. Emigration and Immtgration—The figures available with reference to 
emigration shew most markedly the effect of the pood harvests. The number 
of emigrants recruited and registered under Act of 1882 sank from 26,468 
of the potin year to 9,899; while in the case of those who leave under 
the free labour system, the corresponding decrease was from 19,285 to 4,484, 
but the data concerning these figures are admittedly incomplete, and must 
bo so until the Act is revised, a subject which was much discussed during 
the year. Practically, the only immigration consisted of an influx of Sonthals 
in pargana Dhalbhum, in Singhbhum, and of coolies to the collieries, con- 
cerning whom statistics are not forthcoming. 

5. Manufactures, Mines, and Commerce.—The fear that many of those 
engaged in weaving ¢asar cloths had been permanently ousted from the trade 
owing to the late scarcity in Manbhum would appear to be doubtful, as the 
estimated outturn was 33 per cent, greater than in 1897-98. Lac and tea are 
the chief manufactures in this Division, Regarding the former, the results 





during the year were better, owing to a rise in price, the value of the products 
in Manbhum having been Rs. 5,60,000 as compared with Rs. 3,90,000 in 
1897-98, but the future is reported not to be very hopeful. 

So far as could be gathered from the statistics furnished to the local officers, 
which comprised 25 out of the 26 gardens in the Division, the total yield of 
tea was a little over 9 per cent. of the quantity made in the preceding year, 
but the Lieutenant-Governor is with regret compelled to agree with the 
Commissioner that the prospects of tea in Chota Nagpur are not bright. 

One very important industry in this Division is that of coal mining, which 
will gradually increase in importance as the districts become opened out by 
railroads, since there are several very promising tracts now unworkable 
owing to want of easy access. 

t present the “industry is confined to the Giridih and Gobindpur sub- 
divisions, the total output in 1898-99 having been 1,539,696 tons, or 42 per 
cent. in excess of last year, a quantity which, it is said, would have been much 
larger had sufficient means of transport been available, , 

The output of mica was 5,886 maunds, or very little more than half 
that of the previous year, but no reason for this is given. The demand for 
this mineral is apparently good, but the methods now followed in mining for 
it are very primitive, and probably capable of much improvement. 

The statistics relating to imports and exports, so far as they go, show 
clearly the excellence of the year’s harvests. Imports decreased by 34 lakhs, 
owing to a lesser demand for food-grains. The exports by rail, excluding coal 
and coke, are but trivial, those two articles together comprising 99°4 per cent. of 
the total quantity exported. The wealth of this Division consists in minerals, 
and their importance will. gradually increase as means are available for 
opening out the country. di 

6. Civil Justice—The number of original suits disposed of b, Deputy 
Commissioners and Subordinate Judges was slightly more than in the last yéar, 
but of the witnesses examined, 7°5 per cent. as compared with 6-03 of the 
preceding year were detained over two days. 


Munsifs disposed of 6,713 cases, or almost the same as in the preceding 
ear. Of these, only abowig26. per cent., somewhat less than in 1897, were 
contested. Though the x of witnesses examined were fewer than in 
1897, yet as regards detention over two days there was a marked increase, 


viz., from 775 to 11°2, for which no reason appears to have been given. 
7. Crime, Criminal Justice, and Police.—As might have been expected, the 
criminal statistics for 1898 were largely affected by the good crops of that 

r, though ‘there is some reason to fear that the thieving propensities 
engendered by the late famine have still to be eradicated. The total number 
of cognisable cases reported and brought under investigation in 1897 was 
11,944 as compared with 15,642 in the preceding year and 8,899 in 1896, the 
corresponding figures for non-cognisable crime being 3,581, 4,005, and 4,719, 
respectively. 

‘ ‘The percentage of convictions in cognisable cases as compared with the 
preceding years fell to 61-3 from 64°8, a result which the Commissioner thinks 
may be due to the scarcity in 1897, when the offences brought to trial were 
probably simpler and the proof clearer. In non-cognisable cases the percentage 
improved from 64:2 in 1897 to 68'2, both of which are in marked contrast to . 
the results of the years 1895 and 1896, the great change for the better being 
due, it is asserted, to the introduction of whet is called the ‘ Patna system,” by 
which more care is exercised before «granting process and speedier hearing 
ensured by means of a better system for distributing the work. ; 

Although the number of witnesses examined was less than in the previous 

year, yet the percentage of detentions for more than two days rose from 4°7 

’ to 65. These figures, the Commissioner considers, indicate not deterioration 

in work, but a more careful keeping of the register of attendance. It would 

seem, however, that both causes have led to the result denoted, judging by 

what the Commissioner states with reference, to the tendency on the part of 

certain Deputy Magistrates to look upon their work as being limited only to a 

fixed number of hours, due notice of which will, when the necessity occurs, be 
taken in the Appointment Department, 
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The tions of the two officers named by the Commissioner should 
be taken and forwarded to Government with such remarks as the Deputy 
Commissioner concerned may think fit to make. 

The number of cases disposed of by Honorary Magistrates was 1,564, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor observes with pleasure the large number of 
gentlemen who have voluntarily given so much of their time to the adminis. 
tration of public business. 

The results as regards cases committed to the Sessions compare most 
favourably with those of 1897, 

The Lieutenant-Governor has read with much pleasure the remarks 
concerning the conduct of the police, from which it would appear that, as 
compared with last year, there have been fewer punishments and more rewards, 
and considers that, looking at the difficulty in the way of regular and close 
supervision owing to the want of good communications -“ the large areas 
in charge of individuals, the behaviour of the force has on the whole been 
very satisfactroy. ' ‘ 

Through the efforts of the Deputy Commissioner, the financial condition 
of the Rural Police Fund in Manbhum has been much improved, but in Hazuri- 
bagh an administrative mistake resulted in a short collection. 

8. Land Revenue Administration.—The two most noticeable features as 
regards land revenue in this Division are the small number of estates and the 
extraordinary lightness of the assessment, which has not, however, had the 
result of markedly improving the condition of either the landlords or the 
peasantry. The collections were not satisfactory, a result chiefly owing to the 
revenue of a few estates not having been paid in. 

9. Road Cess Certificates.—At present the annual cess demand is about 
seven-ninths of the current revenue demand, and in time, as the prosperity of 
the Division increases, will exceed it, The Lieutenant-Governor is glad.to see 
that the collections were a good, due allowance peng made for tie sums 

e 


collected since the close of the year and the unpunctuality of certain estates 
managed under the Encumbered Estates Act. 

‘The revaluation work, now in progress in the districts of Ranchi* and 
Palamau, is progressing well, and will ensure a much needed increase to the 
funds available for local communications, Pons reasons given by the 
Commissioner, there was a large increase in the number of certificates issued 
during the year. : 

10. Wards’ and Attached Estates.—The number of estates in charge at the 
close of the year were four less than in 1897-98, and but for the persistent 
default of certain sub-lessees the revenue and cesses due to Government would 
have been paid up in full. ; 

The collections when compared with the total current demand were 
satisfactory, being 932 per cent. of the latter as against 88 in the preceding 

ear. Owing to their general state of indebtedness, very little was spent on 
improvements in these estates, but the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the 
instructions laid down in last year’s Resolution on this subject will be carefully 
followed. 

11. acise; Stamps; Income-tax.—As was to be expected from the well- 
known drinking propensities of the aboriginal races, who form so large a pro- 
portion of the population in this Division, the bountiful harvests of the year 
caused an increase in the excise revenue. This amounted to 10 per cent., and 
was almost wholly under the head of country spirits. The decision of the Board 
not to extend to some other castes the privilege of home-brewing pachwai, 
now enjoyed by 16 aboriginal and semi-aboriginal castes, meets with His 
Honour's approval, : 

The detection work of the Department is very disappointing, for there is 
much reason to believe that the illicit manufacture of country spirits is of 
frequent occurrence in the wilder parts of this Division, Sake 

For different causes, but chiefly from the smaller need of petty loans owing 
to the cheapness of food, there was a slight decrease, amounting to a little over 
1 per cent, as compen with last year, in the revenue from stamps. 

._ There was a slight increase in the revenue from income-tax, due wholly to 
the care taken by the assessor in Manbhum, but the total yield from this 
source as comp with the area of the Division is small. - ' 
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this region is better communications, and his hy degrees is being provided. 
The coe Rage section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway was opened durin 

Baroon-Daltonganj Railway is in progress, but very ia 
still remains to be done. The increase in the road cess demand, which will 
result from the revaluation proceedings now in progress in Palamau, will 
assist in remedying the defect complained of last year by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner. The icability of low-arched viaducts at the crossings over the 
Damudar and Barakar rivers should bo reported on separately. More progress 
might be made in planting trees on the high roads. 

13. Edueation.—The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe that the 
decrease in the number of public schools and pupils which happened last year 
has now been converted into an inerease, coming almost entirely under 
the head of lower primary. This is what would be expected in a Division 
where the demand for secondary education, owing to the paucity of the well- 
to-do classes, is so slight, but why the cost per pupil for the Division should 
have increased is not apparent, 

14, Dispensaries and Hospitals,—The Lieutenant-Governor is very glad to 
see that the number of out-patients steadily increases year by year; and has 
read with much pleasure the remarks concerning the Purulia Leper Asylum, the 
good work of which he had, during his tour, an Opportunity of seeing. “Recently 
orders have been issued by Government in the case of rural dispensaries which, 
it is hoped, will check the marked falling off in voluntary subscriptions that 
steadily lessen as Y dca 

15. Local Self-Government Institutions.—The Lieutenant-Governor is 
satisfied that the various Municipalities and Road Cess Committees have done 
all that was possible with the funds at their disposal, and is glad to see that 
through the energies of Mr. W. H. Thomson, Deputy Magistrate, the affairs 
of the Chaibassa Municipality have been so much improved, It has been 
decided to extend the Local Se f-Government to this Division, and the necessary 
details are now being worked out. 

_ 16. State of Public Feeling.—Nothing of general interest occurred in the 
districts of Hazaribagh, Manbhum, and Palamau ; while in Ranchi the signs of 
unrest, which had been so apparent among the Mundas, have greatly abated, 
though their pretensions have not beon abandoned, It is to be a | that the 
revision of the Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Act, which is now engaging 
the attention of Government, will settle justly some vexed questions. 

17. Conelusion.—The _Lieutenant-Governor desires to thank Mr. Forbes 
for his careful and successful administration of this Division and for his excellent 
report, extracts from which are published below for general information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
*; F. A. SLACK, 
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Extracts from the Annual General Administration Report of the Chota Noopur 
Division for the year 1898-99, 
* r * * * * . 


Ill.—WEATHER AND CROPS. 


27. The general character of the weather during the past year is illus- 
trated by the following statement showing the actual as compared with the . 
normal rainfall, month by month, in each district :-— 


Average forthe 
Division, 









Singhbhum, 
















April VOOR nett O12 0°83 om ole 0-42 0°96 1°60 092 0°57 
ay ” ” - 0" 271 0°25, 1°22 215 B18 2°68 3°89 146 
dane ” “ ow | 18°96 7°68 5°67 644 | 10°95 8°93 | 11°00 918 | 11°65 
duly ” - ow | U187 | 14°86 1813 | 1415] 1272 | 1887) 10 13°37 | 13°04 
August , on ow] 1810] 18°45 13°76 | 14°05 | 16°52 | 18°25) 1971) 141) l4te 
September ove 13°76 8°51 843 782) 11°09 779 9'20 1 1040 
October ” owe ete 1 oa 146 2°78 207 2°62 3°50 207 2°22 
November ,, oe ee ee oon 0°38 oe o's1 — 047 a o71 ie 
December 4, ewe | ORD] O19 0°07 a7] OL) O16) 0°25) OBB} O19 
January 1800 as om oo 136 0°68 o“8 o70 1°08 ow 0 Owl 0°88 
February ,, be O18 | 0°88 ois) 056] 025] O86] 006) OFF] O21 
Mareh ” . oe oo a 087 os 0°60 “* 1°08 18 ome 
Total for 1898-99 ...| 66°66) 53°23 48°41 | 49°06 | €2°10 | S811 | 53°23) S407 | G584 
Total for 187-98 ,,,| 48°17 | 53°20 47°41 | 40°06 | 40°83] S311] 43°06) GHw7 | 47°59 








28. It will be seen that the rainfall in every district, except Palamau, 
was considerably heavier than in the preceding year, and that except in Palamau 
and Singhbhum it was several inches above the normal, the average for the 
’ Division being 3°33 inches in excess, whilst in the above two districts the defi- 
ciency was very slight, being less than an inch in each case. But the point 
to be chiefly ised is the generally favourable distribution, month by month, 
for agricultural purposes. In the majority of the districts there was sufficient 
rain in April and May to enable the lands to be ploughed in good time, while 
the monsoon rains, having conimenced with a good burst about the end of the 
second week of June, continued with full force well into October, with the 
result that the outturn of the béadoi crops, such as Indian-corn, goondli, marua, 
baroi and urid, was generally above the average, varying from a minimum of 
100 per cent. in Hazaribagh, Kanchi, and Palamau, toa maximum of 120 per 
‘cent, in Singhbhum. The winter rice crop fared even better, being a 
bumper one in Palamau (125 per cent.), Manbhum (125 per cent.), and 
Singhbhum (120 per cent.), and a full normal one in the other two districts. 
Of the raéi crops the cutturn of the oilseeds was up to or slightly 
over the average, excepting only in Palamau, while that of wheat varied from 
a75 por cent. outturn in Palamau to 105 per cent, in Manbhum, giving a 
divisional average of just over 90 per cent. of a full normal crop. 
29. On the whole, from an agricultural point of view, the past year was 
a particularly good one, better even in some respects than the unusually 
favourable year immediately preceding. ‘Taking the Vivision as a whole, the 
autumn and spring crops were either above or nearly up to the average, while 
the winter rice, the main stay of the people, was an exceptionally good one. 
"Lhe mohua, too, which largely adds to the food rey of the poorer classes, 
was also everywhere Berbera good, the average yield for the Division during 
the past year having been 104 ee went. against 77 and 58 per cent., respectively, 
in the two preceding years. The yield of sugarcane was also decidedly better 
than that of either of the two preceding years. The outturn of opium alone 
was below that of the previous year, but this is grown only in portions of two 
out of tie five districts comprised in this Division. 


IV.—PUBLIO HEALTH. 


30. The general health of the Division during the past year was unusually 
good. Not only was the mortality from all causes much less than during the 
previous year, but the year was on the whole even healthier than 1893, the 
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ealt of the preceding generally enjoyed an 
pa ag wages from epi emics of cholera and small-pox. "holon was 
entirely absent from Palamau, whilst in the districts of Hazaribagh, Ranchi, 
Manbhum, and Singhbhum, the reported deaths from this cause were only 60, 
25, 188, and 104, respectively, aguiny 6,386, 8,980, 8,365, and 1,010 in the 
preceding year. In the first three districts the cases were all sporadic in 
their nature. In Singhbhum the attack was somewhat more violent, but it 
only lasted for a short time and was confined to a few villages bordering 
‘Midnapore, whence it is said to have been imported. The mortality from fever 
also showed a very marked falling off, especially in Hazaribagh. 

31. The following statement compares the mortality of the several 
districts during the past seven years :— 








TOTAL NUMBER Ov DEaTus IN— j RATIO PRR MILLE Ix— 





ral | 27 
30, 1,534 i ; "20 ; 61} 88°74! 16°43 
Singhbhum ‘..| 10, 9,155, 14,200) 14/180 13) 0,499 : ; 2248 | 17°20 
i i | | | 108 | 10078 a eecatee 
Total =... | 146,533, 100,688; 156,744) 126, 39°64 |, 19°20 


32. The number of reported deaths from cholera, small-pox, and fever 
during the past two years is compared below :— i 


























Deatus 1 1897 rrom— Dearus tn 1898 rrom— 
Disrricrs, J 

Cholera. | Small-pox.| Fever, 

1 5 6 | 7 
Hazaribagh ood 6,386 |" 280 41,068 60 86 17,941 
Ranchi ioe 8,980 i 23,295 25 164 11,170 
Palamau ee 3,945 261 16.504 Nes 248 12,870 
Manbhum me 8,365 84 28,876 188 He 14,861 
Singhbhum fee 1,010 . 22 104 89 7,490 
Total + | 28,686 |- 648 | 114,067 532 64,832 

SATIN aici Eas ape, © cree | 
* . * * * * * 


V.—MATERIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. With the return of agricultural prosperity, the material condition of 
nt a during the past year has everywhere very much changed for the 
84, “Writing on this subject, Mr, Streatfeild, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Ranchi, says :— 

“The material condition of the people during the year under r. 


‘eport was unusuall . 
By the close of the preceding year almost all traces of the scarcity, resulting from the telors 


. ore in 1896-97, had passed away, owing to the good rice harvest of 1897-98, The crops 
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35. Regarding Palamau, Mr. Beacheroft writes:— Sa ah | 
“Not knowing Palamau before the famine T cannot say whether tho people have reached 
their normal condition, but everywhere I found signs of rity. The only districts of 
which I have any acquaintance are the Bihar districts, and the porte of Palamau appear to 
enjoy a greater measure of prosperity than I ever saw in B: us hg otlb ee eae) 
crops this year have been excellent, and the. general eat | of the district is evidenced 
by the fact that the greater part of the loans advanced in the famine has been repaid, 
and that at the time of writing weddings, with the reckless expenditure inseparable from 
them, are all the fashion.” Bd 


36. From Hazaribagh, Manbhum, and Singhbhum the reports are all to 
the same effect, and go to show that, with the excellent harvests of the last two 
years, the people have everywhere recovered from the effects of the former 
scarcity, nor is this a mere matter of opinion, If proofs are needed, we have 
only to look at the wonderful improvement in the general health of the people 
a, at the fact of marked falling off in the number of emigrants in search of 
work in the labour districts of Assam (vide sections IV and V1 of this report). 


VI—EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION. 


87. The number of emigrants recruited and registered under Act I of 
1882 during the past two years in the district of Hazaribagh, Ranchi, 
Manbhum, and Singhbhum is given below. There were no emigrants registered 
under the Act in the district of Palamau, where only conrparatively a few 
coolies are reported to have been recruited under the free labour system in 
the jurisdiction of thanas Balumath, Latehar, and Mahuadaur for the tea 
districts of Jalpaiguri and Assam :— 


District. ° 1897.98, 1898-99. 
Hazaribagh ... ON Bas 8,729 944 
Ranchi a oe tee se 9,488 4,207 
Manbhum .. ane “ne 13,022* 4,627* 
Singhbhum ... owe tee 229 121 
Total 26,468 9,899 


38. As might be expected with the excellent harvests of the past two 
years and the inevitable reaction after the rush of emigration during the previous 
period of scarcity, there was a considerable reduction in the number of 
emigrants from all. the districts. The decrease in Singhbhum was also pro- 
bably due to the facilities for obtaining work on the new railway line in 
Dhalbhum and on timber business in Porahat. In Manbhum 66. coolies 
withdrew their consent at the time of registration and were repatriated a 
the cost of the agents who had brought them. . 

89. Besides the coolies recruited and istered under Act I of 1882, 
a considerable number of emigrants leave these districts for Assam and 
Jalpaiguri every year under the tree labour system. The exact number of 
such emigrants cannot be ascertained, as many of them are recruited by — 
who pay bora gua 2 visits to the several districts for the purpose and of whose 
movements the authorities receive no information. From returns obtained 
from the local contractors permanently stationed in the districts, it appears, 
however, that during the past year there was also a considerable reduction in 
the number of free emigrants recruited by them, the total number from the 
four districts of ae ee Ranchi, Manbhum, and Singhbhum having fallen 
off to 4,434 from 19,285 in the previous year. The figures for the above 






districts are given below :— : 
District, 1897-98, 1898-99. 
Hazaribagh ... he jason a is a 1,448 
Ranchi aaa Hey 4a tie 1,859 630 
Manbhum ... ae Fi «. 14,201 2,090 
Singhbhum ... Sacro” SBR 266 
Total oo 19,285 4,434 





* These are for the calendar year. 









40. The rtd for the district of Singhbhum include only those who 
aaa aibassa, as those recruited near the railway lines and from 
halbhum go direct to Purulia or to Midnapore. iF 

41. In Hazaribagh no emigrants were presented under Act I (B.C) of 
1882. There were, however, three cases in which emigrants were the accusers. 
In one of these cases, under section 363, Indian Penal Code, the accused was 
convicted and sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment. In the second 
case, under section 417, Indian Penal Code, the accused was sentenced to one 
month’s rigorous imprisonment. In the third case, under section 342, Indian 
Penal Code, four persons were involved, but they were all acquitted. Besides 
these there were five other cases involving six persons under section 3, Act I 
(B.C.) of 1889, all of whom were convicted. In Ranchi 12 cases were 
instituted in which emigrants were the accusers, but only two of them 
ended in conviction, ie eatin there was one case during the year in 
which an emigrant was accused, but this case is reported to have been struck 
off. There were also 34 cases in this district in which emigrants were the 
accusers. Of these 25 were tried during the year, one was struck off and 
eight remained pending at the close of the year. In the 25 cases tried, 41 

ns were concerned, of whom 26 were convicted and 15 acquitted. In 
Singhbhum 10 cases of malpractices in connection with the recruiting of 
emigrants were instituted during the year, of which three only ended in 
conviction, 

42, The rest-houses and depdts in the several districts were well main- 
tained during the year, and the arrangements made for the accommodation, 
food, supply of drinking-water, and sanitation of the coolies were generally 
good and sufficient. The general health of the coolies was also good. Only 
one case of cholera and three cases of small-pox occurred during the year in 
three of the depots in Manbhum. The cholera case ended fatally, but the small- 
pox patients recovered, 


43, In the Hazaribagh Sadar subdivision the depdts and rest-houses, 
including those for free emigrants, were inspected monthly during the recruiting 
season by the Deputy Magistrate in charge, while those in the Giridih sub- 
division were regularly inspected by the Subdivisional Officer, the Police 
Inspector and the Assistant Surgeon. In Ranchi Mr. Streatfeild personally 
inspected all the depdts and rest-houses. Several of the depdts in Manbhum 
were inspected on two occasions by myself, and the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr. Maguire, inspected’ one of the depdts on the 28th November last in 
company with His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. In Singhbhum the 
piecares Commissioner paid occasional visits to all depéts and rest-houses in his 

rict. 

_ The amendment of the Inland Emigration Act, I of 1882, came under 
discussion during the year. The subject was reported on in this office 
Nos. 216T.J., 35J., and 38J., dated 14th Febru , 20th and 22nd April 1899, 
respectively, and need not be further noticed here. 


Immigration, 


44, There was no appreciable immigration in the districts of Ranchi and 
Palamau. In Hazaribagh 124 persons are said to have immigrated from the 
neighbouring districts. As reported in the previous year, immigration into the 
district of Manbhum was confined to the coolies attracted by the collieries in the 
Gobindpur subdivision from Bihar and the North-Western Provinces, but no 
Statistics of their numbers are available. In pargana Dhalbhum in Singhbhum 
there has been a steady influx of Sonthals for some years past. 


VIL—PRICES OF FOOD AND LABOUR. 


_ 45. Owing to the very favourable outturn of the pig during the succes- 
sive seasons, the prices of all food-grains ruled much lower during the past 
than in either the two preceding years. The following statement shows the 
average prices of wheat, common rice and gram in the several districts during 












the last fortnight of March 1899 as compared with the corresponding periods: 
of the two preceding years:— ; ; 
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46, As usual during the first five months of the year, viz., from April to 
August, there was the usual comparative tightness in prices, though nowhere did 
the price of common rice rise higher than 10 seers per rupee, while throughout 
the greater portion of the Division it ranged from 12 to 15 seers per rupee. 
From September and October, when the early rice crop began to be harvested 
and the prospects of the winter rice were assured, prices began to fall, and by 
the end of March the average price of common rice in the Division was 19 seers 
3 chitaks per rupee against only 123 seers and 9} seers, respectively, in the 
corresponding periods of the two previous years. The prices of wheat and 
. gram also eased in proportion, eaten in Singhbhum, where owing to special 

causes there was little change in the price of gram, notwithstanding the excel- 
lence of its outturn. As regards this last staple, Mr. Thomson writes :— 

“The Kols think they should get the last famine year’s prices, and they frequently carry 
home the gram they have brought from long distances rather than abate their demand. By 
this means they have kept the price of gram and such other grains as are not much used at 
an artificially high rate.” 

In outlying parts of the Division, such as the remotest parts of the Ranchi 
district, 32 seers, or even a maund of husked rice, was obtainable for a rupee in 
January, and eyen in May (of the current year) iteould be had in many places 
at 24 to 26 seers perrupee. The mohua crop in this district has also been very 

lentiful, and Mr. Streatfeild writes that recently he found that in pargana 
Bira it could be obtained at from 5 to even 10 maunds per rupee, or for scarcely 
more than the mere cost of carriage. 

47, Wages of labour have remained almost unchanged, except in the 
municipal towns and railway stations in Manbhum 9 the tract through 
which the age potas vi section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway runs through 
the district of Singhbhum. But it is not a matter for any surprise that the 
demand for both skilled and unskilled-labour should be greater than the supply 
in those places, and this will probably be the case for some time to come. 


VIIL—MANUFACTURES AND MINES. 
48, The chief industries of the Division are— i 
(1) Collection of jungle products, viz, lac, catechu, sabai grass and 
tusser 


cocoons. 
(2) Collection of hides and horns. 
(3) Manufacture of shell-lac. 
4) Cultivation and manufacture of tea. 
(5) Manufacture of tusser cloths, coarse cloths, and brass and bell-metal 
utensils and ornaments. ; 
(6) Coal and mica-mining. 

49. Lac, catechu, sabai and tusser cocoons abound in the jungles 
and are largely exported. Hides and horns are also collected all over the 
Division, and are exported in large numbers. ! 

50. Lac is produced all over the Division, but it is only in the districts 

ecthoas - of Ranchi and Manbhum that there are factories 
: — for the manufacture of shell-lac, The industry . 
slightly recovered from the depression it had undergone during the previous ~ 
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year, and the wholesale price is reported to have risen by about Rs. 10 per 
maund. In Ranchi five factories were working inst only two in the 
preceding year, giving an outturn of 3,850 maunds. In Manbhum the outturn 
1s estimated at 14,000 maunds valued at Rs. 5,60,000-at the rate of Rs, 40 
per maund against 13,000 maunds valued at Rs. 3,90,000 at Rs. 30 per maund 
im the previous year. The Deputy Commissioner of the district, however, 
era oe the local industry has declined, and the future is not very 
hopeful.” 

meg There are altogether 26 tea-gardens, viz., 5 in Hazaribagh . and 
21in Ranchi. In Hazaribagh returns were received from four gardens, and 
the total quantity of tea manufactured in them aggregated 49,680 Ibs, against 
36,200 lbs, in the preceding year. In Ranchi returns were received from 20 
of the gardens, the total quantity of tea manufactured in which aggregated 
1,009,190 Ibs. against 931,695} lbs, in the preceding year. Writing on the 
condition of the tea cultivation in this district, Mr. Streatfeild, the Deputy 
Commissioner, remarks :— 

“The weather during the year was not very favourable for tea cultivation, and the long 
drought in the spring resulted in the crop being a short one; prices ruled low as usual, 
though the Palandu tea garden had an unusually good sale.” 

‘I very much fear, however, that for the reasons noticed in last year’s 
report the Sm a of the tea industry in Chota Nagpur are not hopeful. 

52. Regarding the local native manufactures, I have nothing to add to 
the information given in paragraph 51 of last wing report beyond noting 
that there has apparently been a slight revivalin the industry of weaving 
tusser cloths amongst the ¢antis of Raghunathpur and Singbazar, in the 
Manbhum district, the total outturn being reported at 48,000 yards of cloth as 
compared with 36,000 yards during the preceding year. I may here mention 
that during my tour in the Native States I found native looms in many of the 
villages, the cloth in common use by the lower classes there being almost 
entirely of local make. ’ 

53. The coal mining industry is of steadily increasing importance in this 

Cicet sates Division, At present it is confined to the subdivi- 
te sions of Giridih and Gobindpur in the Hazaribagh 
and Manbhum districts, respectively, as these are the only parts of the Division 
where the coal measures are accessible by rail. But with the opening of the 
Daltonganj-Baroon Railway on which work is now in progress, the Palamau 
coal-fields will become available for use; while the projected line up the 
Damuda valley, the necessity for which has so often been pressed upon 
Government by the local officers and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, would 
throw open the resources of the valuable Kamakurn coal measures and of other 
parts of the interior of the Division which are now inaccessible. In this 
connection I would draw attention to the great activity nate at present in 
developing the coal industry in this part of the country. uring the past year, 
with the sanction of the Board of Sanne, I have granted two important 
coaling concessions in the’ Pachete Encumbered Estate in Manbhum to the 
Equitable Coal Company, Limited, and another comprising the coal-fields in 
the Katras Estate, in the same district, to two new Companies, viz., the . 
Nawaghar Coal Company and the Lutchepur Coal Company, lately formed 
for the purpose by theca Bird and Company, of Caleutta. Another appli- 
cation by the Bengal Coal Company for the grant of the coal mining rights 
in 35 ‘other villages in the Manbhum district has since been filed, and 
I may mention as. noticeable fact that this concession is only asked for 
in prospect of the part of the country where these villages ate situate being 
opened up by a railway, and ono stipulation made is that the annual payment 
of the minimum rate of royalty to be fixed under tho lease is to be deferred 
until the coal-fields have in this manner been rendered accessible, Many 
other similar cases may be cited to show the desirability of opening up the 
interior of the Chota Nagpur Division, by improved means of communication, 
with a view to the proper development of its immense mineral resources, 
54. Of the existing groups of collieries in this Division, four, including 


six mines, are at or near to Giridih, the head-quarters of the subdivision of 
that name in the Hazaribagh district. Of these three are worked by European 
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agencies and the fourth by a native company. In the Govindpur subdivision 
in the Manbhum district there are as many as 130 to 140 mines, most of the 
larger of which are worked by the Bengal, Equitable, Ranigunge, Katras 
Jheria, East India, Barrakar, Bengal-Nagpur and other European Coal Com- 

anies, but by far the larger number are small mines under native supervision. 

here are also numerous coal-pits in the Sadar subdivision of Hazaribagh in 
the basin of the Damudar river, but these owing to absence of railway com- 
munication are only superficially worked for local requirements, such as brick- 
burning and similar purposes. Some of this coal finds its way, by cart, into 
the Ranchi district. The following table gives the output in tons and the 
number of work-people employed in the coal mines of Giridih and Gobindpur 
during the past three years:— 










« Daily average number of work- 
| Output in— F people in— 
Svpprvision. iiss Si 
1896. | 1897. | 1898, 1896. | 1897, 1898. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 

Tons. Tons. Tons. | 

Giridih «.| 666,995 | 664,694 | 656,306 | 11,215 11,039 9,656 

Gobindpur ae 562,990 417,588 883,390 15,392 8,075 12,928 





—— — 





Total _... | 1,229,985 





1,082,282. 1,590,606 | 26,607 | 19,114 | 22,584 


There was a large advance of nearly 40 per cent. in output, owing to 
prices ruling high, and it would probably have been still larger had sufficient 
means of transport been available. 

55. The mica mining industry is confined to the district of ner. ng 
All the mica mines are situated in the northern portion of pargana Kharakdi 
most of them lying in the Koderma Government Estate and in the Doranda an 
Satzawan Encumbered Estates. All the mines in these estates have been leased 
out in accordance with the Government orders and rules on the subject, 
Altogether 33 new mines were settled at an aggregate rental of Rs. 1,682-5-2, 
the settlement in each case being for one year only, Ninety-six old mines 
were resettled for a term of five years at an aggregate rental of Rs. 3,863, 
Besides these there are a number of mines in private estates, the greater number 
of which are worked by Messrs. F. F. Christien and Company. The total out- 
put of all mica mines worked during the year, including those in the private 
estates, was reported at 5,886 maunds against 10,797 in the preceding year. 
The Deputy Commissioner offers no explanation of the large falling off beyond 
saying that he much doubts the trustworthiness of the above figures, 

56. No gold mine was worked in the Division during the year under 
review. The Sonapet gold mine remained closed during the year, but some 
experiments were made by an expert, Mr. Fearby, sent out by the Anglo- 
Indian Exploration Syndicate to test and report on all the places where gold 
have been found in pean os Mr. Fearby’s researches continued for about 
three months and-a-half, and though he discovered gold in several places, the 
conclusion he came to was “ that there is nothing at Sonapet for a pinged to 
work.” Messrs. Jardine, Skinner and Company did nothing under their 
prospecting lease for gold in Porahat in Singbbhum, and appear to have 
practically given up the enterpfise. Mr. Barton, who had granted a 
prospecting lease for minerals ia this district, has not commenced work. § 

57. The only tin mines known to exist in this Division are at Narango 1m 
the Giridih subdivision in Hazaribagh. These mines were not, however, 
worked during the year under review. : 

58. No copper mines were worked during the year in any part of the 
Division, but Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Company, who held a prospect- 
ing lease for copper in Dhalbhum, have obtained an extension of it for two years. 
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59. Some recent attempts have been made in Manbhum to work iron ores, 
and a Company have taken outa mining lease and opened works at tho Kustaur 
hills. I am also at present engaged in negotiations with the Bengal Iron 
Company, Agents Messrs. Martin and Company, for an extensive prospecting 
lease in the Pachete Encumbered Estate in Manbhum. 

There are some soapstone quarries in the Dhalbhum: Estate in 
Peay ing leased to private individuals, Some of these quarries were worked 
by she 
3 61. Stone-lime is worked in Manbhum near the Ramkanali station on the 
Bengal- ur Railway, and at Dumargari in Ranchi near to Augara thana 
Ranchi-Purulia road, 
IX.—TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

62. In paragraphs 58 to 60 of my last year’s report I gave a detailed 
account of the at hed of this Division, fn rated oes how small: a 
fraction of the divisional area is accessible to railway traffic.” During the 
past year the construction of the Sini-Midnapore section of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway brought the eastern portion of the Singhbhum district within the 
reach of civilisation, and the Baroon-Daltonganj branch of the East Indian 
Railway will, in another year or two, effect the same for the western half of 
Palamau, but there will still remain a large tract of country in the interior 
of the Division completely isolated from the outer world. 

63. The following statement gives the figures of the rail-borne import and 
export trade of the Division in the 24 selected articles during the past two 
years :— 
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_ Compared with the previous oe there was an increase of 16,27,323 maunds 

in the total quantity of the 24 selected articles exported from the Division by 
rail and a decrease of 3,59,366 maunds in the quantity imported. Includin 
coke and coal, which represented about 99°4 cent., of the total quantity o 

the 24 articles exported, the volume of the total rail-borne trade of the Division 

was nearly thirty times as large as that of the import trade, while excluding coke 

and coal, the exports amounted to only 2,25,949 maunds against 9,72,269 

maunds of imports. 

64. As might have been expected with the favourable outturn of most of 

a the crops, there was a marked decrease in the 

cl weit importation of rice and other food-grains, the total 

quantities of rice, paddy, wheat, gram and pulse and “other food-grains ” 








ww |e | on | ow | 408,756,699 [6,92,00,068 
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imported haying been 1,46,400, 1,290, 9,985, 1,19,101 and 3,118 maunds 
against 4,71,761, 23,850, 15,057, 1,40,963 and 9,661 maunds, respectively, in the 
previous year: the decrease in the importation of wheat is further explained by 
the fact that the cultivation of this crop is gradually gaining a footing in the 
Division. With the increased prosperity of the people, there were increases of 
18,416 and 7,941 maunds, respectively, in the importation of sugar (refined and 
unrefined) and of European cotton-piece goods, whilst cotton twists also show 
an increase of 10,528 maunds. There was a large falling off in the importation 
of linsced and mustard seed, probably because the demand for these articles from 
districts lying outside the Division altogether ceased with the harvesting of the 
oilseed crops, which in ordinary years are generally exported from the Division 
instead of being imported into it. There was a decline in the importation of 
tobacco, kerosine oil, and salt, which is attributed by some of the District 
Officers to the importations in previous years being in excess of requirements, 
This explanation might, perhaps, apply to salt, as the importation of this 
article in the preceding year was considerably larger than usual, but it cannot 
hold good in the case of the other two articles named, which show a falling 
off for two or three years running. It may be that tobacco is more grown 
in these districts than formerly, and that the improved outturn of oilseeds 
has encouraged the use of vegetable oils. Had the reason been a greater 
all-round economy amongst the people, one would have expected a similar 
falling off in the imports of sugar, cotton goods, &c., but, as noticed above, 
the reverse has been the case. 
65. Among exports, barring coke and coal, the chief article is rice, which 
. shows an increase of 33,187 maunds, and after it 
peesty comes mustard seed with 50,886 maunds against 
47,260 maunds in the previous year, The quantity of linseed exported during 
‘the year rose from 4,336 maunds to 13,921 maunds, and that of raw cotton 
from 88 to 5,132 maunds. ‘he large increase in the export of this last-named 
article probably indicates the opening of a new branch of trade in the Division. 
On the other hand, there was a large falling off in the exports of gram and 
pulse (8,330 maunds against 27,991 maunds), Indian tea (3,940 maunds against 
5,933 maunds), and unrefined sugar (7,768 maunds against 9,152 maunds). 
66, As reported in the previous year, the principal internal trade routes 
of the Division are the metalled roads already 
ea itera mentioned between Ranchi and Hazaribagh to the 
railway stations at Purulia and Giridih, respectively; the Grand Trunk Road, 
which runs throvgh the Gobindpur subdivision of Manbhum and the Hazari- 
bagh district; metalled roads between Ranchi and Hazaribagh (58 miles) from 
Ranchi to Lohardaga yp miles), the principal mart on the Ranchi pleateau, 
and in the Singhbhum district from Chaibassa to the Bengali-Nagpur Railway 
station at Chakradharpur, 16 miles; and uumetalled roads from the town of 
Lohardaga to the equally important mart, Chatra, in Hazaribagh, passing on 
northwards to the Grand Trunk Road, and thus giving an exit into the Baxi 
district. ‘Traffic by the above routes, excepting the last, is by bullock-carts, 
which are hired for the most part from Bihar and the Burdwan and Bankura 
districts. Along the last of the above routes goods are carried by pack- 
bullocks, as is the case with: most of the interior trade of all the districts. 
Palamau is especially badly off in the matter of communications and carriage. 
There is no metalled roud and scarcely a bullock-cart in the district, prac- 
tically the whole of the trade being carried on pack-bullocks, 
67. In the Rancbi district the principal trade centres are Ranchi and 
BS mesa Lohar There is also a large weekly cattle 
raneeemaa fend general bazar at Gumla, which place has 
been selected as the site for the new subdivision lately sanctioned by Govern- 
ment, The principal articles of export from the Ranchi district are rice, 
oilseeds, mahua, hides and horns, and Jac, Of the extent of this trade no 
reliable figures are available, but from the rough statistics sent in by the 
thana police it can safely be said that there was very considerable increase 
in the trade in most of these commodities over that of the preceding year. 
Tothe Lohardaga and Chainpur marts alone some 15,000 pack-bullocks are 
reported to have come for rice for the Palamau, Hazaribagh, and Gaya 
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ain-producing tract will 
opened ¢ mh ind railway in conne 
ith the Damudar Valley project, which has been lately recommended to 
Government of India, “There was also a large export of sleepers by the 
ba ‘Nagpur Railway from the zamindari estates in the south of the district, 
but I have not been nr Sapo with particulars (now being asked for). 
68. Regarding the trade of Palamaw, the Deputy Commissioner reports 
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Palamau district. “as follows :— 
“The principal centres of trade in the district. are Dalto j, Gurhwa, Pathra, 
ae ease inpur, Hari! i Stomsenahon onepura, Satbarwa. 
bt nn eon Ponki, Na , Man iwara and Hydernager. Gurhwa comes 


first in point of hear’ pt owing to the fact that it commands three different routes of 

le. The first is route to the Tributary State of Sirguja ; the second is that leading 

to the district of Mirzapur; and the third is that coming from Calcutta vid Baroon-on-Sone 

and from Shahabad via . Daltonganj comes next in importance, being the district 

head-quarters and the distributing centres of the markets near it. ugh Hossenabad and 

Hariharganj ae the trade of Gurhwa and Daltonganj, respectively, whenéo arises this 

importance. The others are local depéts distributing the trado to the numerous weekly 
markets throughout the district. 

“The principal articles of export from the district are lao, resin, catechu, cocoons, hides, 

Rone aa oilseeds, ghee and cotton, and the articles imported chiefly 

ADB CAea HE TARE SO APO ay are rice, brass utensils, piece-goods, salt, tobacco, spices and 

kerogine oil,” 


69. The trade of the district is at beg <a mostly carried by pack-bullocks ; 

that from the centres mentioned by the Deputy Commissioner to the interior 
marts entirely so.’ There is not a metalled road in the district, but there are 
@ few unmetalled roads leading out of the district, viz., from Daltonganj vid 
Hariharganj to Gaya (101 miles), from Ghurwa to Baroon (opposite to Dehri- 
ssthie Boe), and from Daltonganj to Ranchi(103 miles), which are used for 
cart traffic during the dry months, It is evident that an immense impetus 
will be given to trade in this corner of the Division the opening of the 
Baroon-Daltonganj Railway, which will pass only a few miles from Gurhwa 
and through or close to several of the ‘other trade centres mentioned by the 
Deputy Commissioner. The only requisite will be the construction of a 
sufficient number of feeder roads. The difficulty lies in the very slender 
funds available from the road cess for the purpose, which will have to be 
supplemented a substantial grant from the Provincial revenues. A full 
report on the subject with a scheme of the proposed roads was submitted to 
Government with this office No. 338R.C., dated 8th December last. 

70. ing the particulars of the district trade no reliable figures 
are available, The following, however, collected ae te principal traders 
and other sources are given by the De Commissic for what they are 
worth, ‘The figures show approximate values in rupees :— 





« Imports. | Exports. 
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Articles. | 1897-18. ros. | Articles. | 1887-98, | 1898-99. 
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of the two years would be unpro > owing c ‘ 
figures ; but, so far as they can be for purposes of comparison, th 
main ae be explained by the recovery of the distri from the 
effects of the previous scarcity. Thus the increase inthe imports of European 
piece-goods, salt, sugar, tobacco and kerosine oil and. the decrease in the 
imports of rice may be watery, put down to this cause, to which the po wie 
Commissioner also ascribes the large increase in the’ exports of ghee, ere 
has been a considerable increase in the trade in lac. The falling off in the 
imports of coarse country-made cloth may be due Dep to a revival of activity 







amongst the local looms, or, as is thought by the ty Commissioner, to the 

competition of, the foreign article. A noticeable feature in the trade of this 

district is the smallness of the imports of salt, At the average accepted rate of 

consumption, the value of the imports of this article should be about three times 
* T leave out of account the very that shown during the past year.* it the fi 

low figures for 1897-95, as they seem given are at all in accordance with facts, 

#0 low ax to bo incredible. certainly go to show the pressing necessity for 

opening up the country by rail and the adyantage to the Government revenue 

that is likely to result, 


* ° * * * * * 
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XIIL— CRIME. 


« 

87. With the return of good seasons and favourable crops, there was a 
large falling off in crime, both cognizable and non-cognizable, though the total 
number of cases reported under the head cognizable was still much larger than 
that of 1896. Compared with 1896, the increase in cognizable cases is observed 
largely in offences against property, which goes to show either that a residue of 
the lower classes were still in want, or that the thieving propensities acquired 
during the prconng scarcity could not easily be given up. The total number 
of cognizable cases reported and brought under investigation in 1808 was 14,944 
against 15,642 in 1897 and 8,899 in 1896, while the total number of non- 
cognizable eases reported and brought under enquiry was 3,581 against 4,005 
in 1897 and 4,719 in. 1896. Thg decrease in cognizable crime as compared 
with 1897 is shared by all the districts of the Division, while that in non- 
cognizable crime is contributed by all, except Ranchi, which shows a very 
trifling increase of six cases, The following statement Fe ies the number 

_ of cognizable and non-cognizable cases reported from, and brought. under 
investigation in, the sever districts during the past two years:—_ 




















1897 1898, | Increase. 
1 2 8 
Hazaribogh .. | 8,698} 2,506 
Ranchi w | 8,480| 2,878 
Palamau | 29052] 2,392 | 
Manbbum a} 4,890] ©8418 é 
Singhbhum | 9009] 2808). fo 


me 
hoa eater ts 
+. Total «| 16,642 on | - ‘ 
Onan DR! ar oe oaks 
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Hazaribagh... es 4,507 1,139 79:2 756 
ae Ph Nstea gate las te] 1288 it ae 860 728 67°08 64° 


Palamau on on 969 657 832 625 858 79°9 

Manbhum ... “ wi] 2016 1,713 1,677 1,866 18:2 791 

Singhbhum .., oh we] 1,102 987 940 819 85:3 829 
TPH Rae 7 Reamer en eet ee aia 

Total oo |. 7,812 5,984 6,748 4,562 786 762 


89. The following statement shows the total number of he brought 
- to trial for cognizable offences and the totél number convicted in the several 
districts during the past two years:— 





Prnsons Brovenrt to | Persons CONVICTED 




















‘i TRIAL IN — IX— 
‘Distaicr 
1897. 1898.*| 1897. 1898, | 1897, 1898. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 6 6 | 7 
. ~ °y , 
azaribagh ... i 8,016 2,246 2,046 1,885 67-8 6iss 
tee em 2,648 | 2.231 | 2,906 | logs | gro 
Palamau toe sel 1,864 #00 1,047 606 767 67:8 
Manbhom =, ae Ae 574 2,709 2,054 1,728 60°8 63°7 rs 
Singhbhum.... ie a 1,632 1,626 1,281 1,192 185 733 
; | 
Total | 14986 | 9n2 | a793 |” 6954 | one [ere 


The above figures indicate that the results of trials in all the districts, except 
Manbhum, were less satisfactory than in the previous year. The explanation 
robably is that in 1897 a large portion of the offences’ were those occasioned 
fc hunger in which the proof was clear and simple and the guilt not denied. 
90, Out of 11,944 cognizable cases dealt with during the past year, 509, or 
about 4'2 per cent., were declared to be maliciously false against 8-1 per cent. in 
the previous year. The percentage has remained fairly constant, except in 
Ranchi and es a where there has been a marked increase, This ma 
possibly be attributable to the practice of too readily entering cases as “false” 
where, though there is obviously exaggeration, there is also a substratum of 
» truth sufticient to bar any chance of a successful rosecution, I have 
elsewhere expressed my opinion that “ doubtful” should be added to the two 
existing descriptions (“ true ” and false”), 
91, Under class I there were altogether 123 true cases reported and 
brought under investigation during the past * against 152 in 1897, The 
. decrease is shared by all the districts, except anchi, which shows an increase of 
ten cases. The majority of the cases under this élass were cases of rioting 
_ connected with land disputes. Two cases of serious riots occurred in the 
Ranchi district, one ending in loss of life and the other in grievous hurt. In 
another case in Palamau guns were d 


£2. Under class IT there were altogether 404 true casos reported and 


- Investigated during the year against 388 in 1897, The increase of 16 


cases was the net result of increases - in Ranchi and Manbhum and of 





ba 








“i nder class III the total number of true: 

ated during the past year was 2,552 against 4,846 in the previous v4 
Phe decrease, which is shared by all the districts, was most marked under the two 
heads of dacoity and burglary, the number of reported cases under the former 
having decreased from 145 in 1897 to only 86 in 1898, and that under the latter 


from 4,644 to 2,423, ; 


94. Under class V the number. of trué cases tt and investigated 
was 3,650 against 4,857 in 1897. The decrease under this class was 
shared by all the districts, and is chiefly noticeable under the head of theft, 
the total number of reported cases utter which fell off from 5,057 in 1897 
to 3,593 in the past year, 


95. Under class VI there was a net decrease of 46 in the total number of 
true casos, the figures for the past year having been 2,944 against 2,990 in 1897. 
There was greater activity shown in the detection of excise cases in all the 
districts, except Palamau, and in the prosecution of public and local nuisances in 
all, except Ranchi and Palamau. ‘Bad characters were effectually dealt with in 
Hazaribagh and Singbhum and offences against the Arms Act in Ranchi and 
Singhbhum. The prosecution of bad characters appears to have been much 
neglected in Ranchi and to some extent in Manbhum, while more strict enforce- 
ment of the Arms Act and rules seems desirable in Hazaribagh, Palamau, and 
Manbhum. a 


96. Compared with 1897, the past yearshowed a decrease of 23°4 per cent. 
in the number of cognizable cases dealt with and of 30:9 per cent. inthe number 
of A forms sent up: but the number of A forms was still largely in excess of 
that of 1896. Of the 3,05 A forms sent up during the past year, 908, or about 
29:9 per cent., were disposed of at first hearing, 21°2 per cent. after one remand, 
15°6 per cent. after two remands, 19°9 per cent. after three to five remands, and 
8 per cent. after six remands, against percentages of 29°08, 26:1, 16:2, 18:4, 
st 68 in the preceding year. The worst results were shown in Ranchi, 
where only about 17 per cent. of the A forms sent up were disposed of at 
first hearing against 22 per cent, in Hazaribagh, 45° per cent. in Palamau, 
24- per cent. in Manbhum, and 47> per cent. in Singhbhum, The results of 
sessions trial are given below :— ; 





97. The results compare very favourably with thoseof 1897, in: which the 
pe of cases ending in conviction on the total number disposed of was only 
2, and the maximum percentage obtained in any one distmet was only 66- 
* * ‘* . a ; * \ 
* 














the number of non-cognizable cases ~ 
during the past two years:— _ * 
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There has been a ‘Wdecrease in the number of institutions everywhere, 
except Kanchi, which shows a trifling increase of six cases. The number of 
ersons tried for non-cognisable offences has decreased very largel¥ in Hazari- 
Bagh and to a small extent in Manbhum. On the other hand, the number tried 
in the remaining three districts has increased more or less, The percentage of 
convictions has increased in the majority of the districts, with the result that 
_ there has been an advance in the average divisional percentage from 64:4 in 
1897 to 68:2 in 1898, and which compares particularly favourably with the 
percentages of 44:3 and 38-7 in the two preceding years 1896 ‘and 1895, 
respectively. I attribute this improvement in a chief measure to the introduc- 
tion in this Division of what is called the “Patna system” in receiving 
complaints and distributing the criminal work of the subordinate courts, 
* * * * * * * 


Roap Parrots, 


102. There was no change in the permanent staff of the road patrol 
police force employed in the Division. In Hazaribagh the force consisted of 
195 sardars and 315 digwars, who were stationed on the main roads and jungly 
tracts for the protection of travellers and the prevention of crime. During.the 

st year a temporary patrol was established between Chatra in Hazaribagh and 
. Sherghatty in the aya district. It is reported that this patrol proved most 

efficacious in checking crime, as since its institution not a single case of dacoity 
or highway robbery has taken place on the road in question. In Ranchi the 
force consisted of 105 ghatwals, but certain reductions have been ordered since 
the close of the year, and a reorganisation of the whole system is now under 
consideration. In Palaman there were 35 ghats with 58 ghatwals, 

103. The road patrols in the three districts of Hazaribagh, Ranchi, and 
Palamau are paid out of the ghatwali cess imposed on certain zamindars and 
tenure-holders under Part II] of Act V (B.C ) of 1887, their remuneration 
rere from Rs. 3 to Rs, 3-8 per mensom, and they are paid regularly along 
with the regular police force of the districts. 

04. The ghatwals of Manbhum and of pargana Dhalbhum in Singh- 
bhum are remunerated by lands which they hold on payment of small quit- 
_ Tents to the zamindars. In Manbhum the ghatwals regularly patrol the roads 

between the different stations, but I find, from enquiries I have had to make in 
appeals against punishments that have como before me, that the rules on the 
subject of their attending at the police-stations and submitting special or 
periodical reports are wanting in definiteness, and I-havo drawn the attention 
of the De uty Commissioner to this matter. In Singhbhum one-third of the 
total number of ghatwals are employed on boat duty, reporting results to station 
and outpost offices, The Chaibassé, Midnapore, Bohoragora, and Dumaria 
Toads are regularly patrolled by them. Ghatwali posts are maintained in all 
the districts at intervals along the roads patrolled by the ghatwals. In 

azaribagh, Ranchi, and Palamau they are maintained ont'of the ghatwali or, as 
ace the “digwari” cess levied in tho districts. In Manbhum they 


ore maintained partly atthe cost of the zayiindars within whose jurisdictions 
they are established and partly out of special grants sanctioned by Government. 
i 


nghbhum they are maintained partly by subscriptions raised among the 
— Bhatwals and partly by contributions made by the Dhalbhum Estate, 


nt. 
a 
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. XVI.—REGISTRATION OF DEEDS. 


122. The following table shows the number of deeds registered during 
the past two years in the several districts of the Division:— * 


bene 
# 














Deeds registered| Deeds registered. 
Durmicr. in 1897-98, | in 1898-99. 
1 | 2 | 3 
Hazaribagh i: 8,077 6,129 
‘ Ranchi obs 8,353 . , 6,785 
. Palamau rahe 1,977 : 1,664 
Manbhum as 19,112 15,928 
Singhbhum ees 861 1,017 
Total ‘| 88,880 * 30,523 


There has been a net decrease of 7,857 in the total number of deeds 
registered. The decrease is shared more or less by all the districts, a 
Singhbhum, and is, no doubt, rightly attributed by the District Officers to the 
late excellent harvests and the consequent absence of any pressing necessity 
amongst the cultivating and land-owing classes to raise money by sales, mort- 
gages or other bonds. The results are in striking contrast in this respect with 
those of the preceding two years, when opposite conditions obtained. The 
increase is attributed to the opening of a new sub-registry office at Ghatsilla, 
and to the general development of the district in consequence of the advert of 
the Bengal-Nagpur and Sini Kharagpur Railways. ; 

123. The following table compares the receipts in the several districts 
during the past two years:— 


ee 


- Receirts. 
Disrnicr. Ison aA aio Ne 


1897-98, | 1898-99, 








—_—_—____ 

1 | 2 | 8 

Rs. Rs 

Hazaribagh 9,885 7,728 
Ranchi es <i 8,800 7,473 
Palamau cnn oat 8,812 3,536 
Manbhum os 18,155 15,607. 
Singhbhum _.., tee - 998 1,116 . 





The receipts have decreased everywhere, except Singhbhum, where there 
has been an increase of Rs, 118. In the other districts the result has merely 
been in keeping with the falling off in the number of registrations, 

124, There was one prosecution in Singhbhum under section 82 (a) 
of Act III of 1877 (for making a false statement. before a registering officer), 
ending in the conviction of the accused, who was sentenced to one month’s 
imprisonment, " 

125, . There were 12 rural sub-registry offices in the Division, viz., 4 in 
Hazaribagh, 1 in Ranchi, 1 in Palamau, 5 in Manbhum, and 1 in. Singhbhum, 
ggsiost 9 in the preceding ie. Three new offices, yiz., one at Gola, in 

azaribagh, one at Chas, in Manbhum, and a third at Ghatsilla, in Singhbhum, 












were opened during the year. Mr, Streatfeild, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Ranchi, very properly observes that, considering the area of his district, there 
ought to be more rural offices there. Regarding the only one there is, viz., at 
the town of Lohardaga, he gives a yery unsatisfactory account. When he 
a pr it in February last, he found the office in a disgracefal state, and 
had to yc raed all the amla, The rural gub-registrar has taken leave; and is 
not, he believes, to be given re-employment. 











ay 
XVIL—CONDITION OF THE DIVISION AS REGARDS LAND AND LAND REVENUE 
; ADMINISTRATION, 


126. The demands and collections of Jand revenue in the several 
districts of the Division for the past two years are compared below:— 
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161 | 1,380,083 | 2,714 | 1,829,797 | 1,81,247 | 1,916 1,28,205 | 2,653 | 1,80,948 | 1,290,207 | 1,898 | 1,31,040 
218 48,905 | 5,014 ,279 | 48,469) 6,790 44,295 | 8,081 | 47,376 | 40,7774] 33555 | “4e’3a3 
261 | 1,602,403 | 34,402 | 1,36,805 | 1,02,209 | 43,328 63,841 | 29,827 93,668 | 65,074 | 38,558 | 1,038,692 
29 $2,462 |... 89, 82,462 | 3,532 79,080] 0. 79,930 | 79,207 | 79,207 
4 | 1,346,893 2| 1,84,395 | 1,386,107 | 2,110 2 | 1,582,295 | 1,82,801 | 2,100 | 1,834,901 











5,57,960 | 448,654 | 35,503 | 4,84,217 | 4,47,2404| 40,000 | 400,208 








RB | “47,706 | 4,9 | 640,898 | 600,840, 06,670 


* Includes Rs, 4,686 0» acvount of Tributary States, 
+ Includes Rs, 4,296 on account of Tributary States. 


There was a net decrease of 30 estates in the Division resulting from a 
decrease of 32 estates under class IT in Hazaribagh against increases of one 
estate each in the districts of Hazaribagh and Singhbhum under class III. 

127. The decrease of 382 estates in Hazaribagh under class II was 
due to their amalgamation with one of the estates under class III on the 
cancellation of the leases of certain farmers of Government villages for 
cefault in payment of rent. The increase of one estate ‘wnder class III in 
Hazaribagh is due to the addition to the roll as a new -estate of railway B 
class lands, and that in Singhbhum to the town lands of Chaibassa, which had 
hitherto beén in the possession of the municipality, having been resumed and 
formed into a separate ‘has mahal. 

128. The total current demand of revenue in the several districts, 
including the Chota Nagpur Tributary States, was Rs. 5,00,584 against 

. 4,97,706 in the previous year, showing an. increase of Rs. 2,878, due 
mainly to the addition to the rent-roll of the estates noticed above. 

129. The collections on account of eurrent demand amounted to Rs. 
4,47,246 against Rs, 4,48,654 in 1897-98, thus showing a decrease of Rs. 1,408, 
due chiefly (1) to the non-payment of the revenue due by the Patkum Encum- 
bered Estate in Manbhum in consequence of continued failure of the Patkum 
Indigo and ‘I'rading Company (now jaheen') to pay the izara rent due by 
them to the estate, and (2) the delay in the payment of the rent for the 
villages in the Barkagarh Government Estate in Ranchi leased to the estate of 
the late Mr. Henry Stainforth owing to the sudden ao from India of the 
surviving executor and the consequent temporary confusion in the affairs of the 
estate, Taking the districts separately, it appears that the current collections 
have been satisfactory in Hazaribagh, Manbhum, and Singhbhum, being respec- 
tively 98:44, 96-16, and 97-63, per cent., but indifferent in Ranchi and alaman, 

ing 84‘1 and 63'6 per cent., respectively; The decrease in the collections in 
iis due to causes explained above, and that in Palamau to the poor 
tions in the Government khas mahals, attributable partly, I fear, to lax 












supervision by the Sub-Deputy Collector in charge, but also in a great measure 
to the final kist of 4 annas falling due only three days before the end of. 
the year and before the raiyats have had time to bring their rabi crops to 

reg I have recently recommended to the Board a change of date for thig 
ist, 


130. The number of estates whith became liable to sale during the year 
for non-payment of Government dues was 6 in 
Hazaribagh and 6 in Palamau. Of these, 3. in 
Hazaribagh and 4 in Ranchi were exempted on payment of all the arrears due, 
and steps are being taken under the law to realise the arrears due by the rest. 
Of the 4 estates in Hazaribagh which were notified for sale in the previous 
year, 2 were exempted from sale on payment of all the arrears after issue 
of the sale notices. The remaining 2 were sold in due course, but in 1 of 
these cases the sale was subsequently annulled by this office on appeal. + 








Operations of the sale law. 


131. The following table shows the demands, collections, remissions and 
balances of road and public works cesses in the 


a a he coe _ several districts of the division :— 
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including | tions on 
























Disrascr. advance | current | Dalances.| on iy 
collec- demand ( aloes 
Current. | Arreer, Total. tions. | (columns ve a7}. 
2 and 6). sae otal b 
1 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 7 | 8 9 
Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Hazaribagh ...| 1,01,997 5,871 | 1,07,868 91,786 89°9 16,826 146 68 
Kanchi ene 94,528 18,221 | 1,07,749 83,142 87:9 24,609 228 Si 
Palamau soe 87,727 9,427 47,164 37,916 1005 9,099 ly2 ai 
Manbhum... 97,227 27,280 | 1,214,607 88,481 907 36,271 bt ae Pee 
Singhbhum .., 16,862 ly 16,881 16,729 99°2 171 101 682 
a eer eee) os ines sume | siiaenmp ie nid spends eeerenoincasines Loan neneneey 
Total we | 8,48,9461 66,818 | 4,04,169 | 3,17,808 91-2 85,976 212 1,240 






+ ; 
In all the districts both the cesses-were levied at the maximum rates 
allowed by law. 


132. In Singhbhum the current collections were above 90 per cent.; in 
Hazaribagh they were above 80 per cent., but below 90; and in Ranchi, 
Palamau, and Manbhum they were above 70 per cent., but below 80. 


133. The arrear demands in Ranchi and Singhbhum were collected 
in full. In Hazaribagh and Palamau 91-9 and 99°6 per cent., respectively, of 
the arrear demands were collected, while in Manbhum the percentage of 
collections was only 66:5, * 


194. In Hazaribagh, out of the total outstanding balance of Rs, 15,826, a 
sum of Rs, 9,990 has been realised since the close of the year, and the remainder 
is in course of recovery under the certificate procedure. In Ranchi the 
entire balance has been realised since the close of the year. In Palamau 
attachment orders have been issued for the arrears of the October 1898 and 
January 1899 kists, and for those of tlie March 1899 kist certificates have been 
issued. The greater portion of the arrears in this district were, however, due 
en account of estates, the last kist of which fell due only three days before the 
close of the year. 


135. In Manbhum, out of the balance of Rs, 36,271, a sum of Rs. 9, 134 
represents the balance on account of arrear demand and Rs. 27,137 balance on 
account of current demand, Nearly the whole of the arrear balance is due 


Prakibamiahitct 









from the Patkum Eneumbered Estate owing to the persistent failure, elsewhere 
noticed, of the Patkum Indigo and Trading Company to poy its ijara rent, 
Out of the balance on account of current demand, a-sum of Rs. 4,000 has been 
collected since the close of the year; Rs. 9,500 are due from encumbered 
estates, Rs. 8,330 relate to the last kist of the year, and for the residue certi- 
ficates have been issued. 


136. In Singhbhum the arrears of Rs. 171 represent balance on account 
of cesses under Chapter V of the Act—a chapter’which the Deputy Commis- 
sioner reports, owing to the short-termed period of leases ‘which prevails in the 
district and the migratory character of the petty lessees of forests and quarries, 
is most difficult to work. Certificates have, however, been issued against the 
defaulters, and a part of the arrears due from them recovered. 


137. In last year’s report it was mentioned that a general revaluation 
of the Ranchi and Palamau districts had been 
sanctioned by Government, and that operations in 
the former had commenced in December 1897. .The ‘work was steadily 
proceeded with during the year of report, with the result that oué of a total 
of 30,627 ascertained tenures 4,271 had been revalued at a cost of Rs. 6,546 
out of a sanctioned estimate of Rs, 15,086 by the end of the year. It should 
be stated, however, that the above by no means represents the whole of the 
work that has been done, for returns have in addition been received in 
respect of all, or nearly all, of the remaining tenures,'and the Deputy Commis- . 
sioner expects the rest of the work to be completed within the sanctioned cost. 
So far as it has gone, the result has been a prospective increase in the assessment 
by 26°6 per cent,, which may be bonelderall satisfactory and quite a sufficient 
warrant for the adoption of the measure. The total amount sanctioned for the 
revaluation proceedings was Rs. 15,086, of which Rs. 1,699-]0-7 were spent in 
1897-98 and Rs. 4,846-15-11 in 1898-99. In Palamau, out of 764 estates, the 
revaluation of 419, including 1,604 sub-tenures, was completed during the year 
at a cost of Rs. 6,813 out of a sanctioned estimate of Rs. 10,636. It is 
expected that the whole work will be finished by August or September of the 
current year, So far as the proceedings have gone, the result has been to show 
the urgent necessity of the measure, the annual value of the 419 estates that 
have been disposed of having been determined at Rs. 4,77,793 in place of 
Rs. 2,70,911, at which it had hitherto been fixed, thus raising the cess demand 
from Rs. 16,583 to Rs. 29,584, or by 78*4 per cent. This is a matter for con- 
gratulation in so backward a district, where the need of improved means of 
communication has so long been felt. It is also a matter for satisfaction that 
only eight petitions of objection have so far been filed. Of these, seven have 
been disposed of and one is pending local enquiry. 


Revaluation. 


138, The total number of certificates pending from the previaus year was 
Public Demands Re Act, 1941," and the number filed during the year was 
Oona a OO BE making a total of 7,449 for disposal, of which 
.* Includes two cases from other 4,960 were disposed of, leaving 2,489 pending. Of 
eens the 2,489 pending cases, 849 were pedtioe for more 
than six months. The number of institutions during the year of report shows 
an aggregate increase of 4,127, which is shared more or less by all the districts. 
In Singhbhum the increase is mainly due to a large number of institutions for 
the recovery of rents due by the raiyats in the Dhalbhum Encumbered Estate. 
In all of the other districts the increase is, in a great measure, due to the filing 
of certificates for the recovery of advances that were made during the late 
famine under the Land Improvement and Agricalturists’ Loans Act. In 
Hazaribagh an additional cause was the realisation by the certificate procedure 
of penalties imposed under the Land Registration Act; in Ranchi the recovery 
of fines for failure to file returns under the revaluation proceedings; and in 
Palamau the issue of a large number of certificates for the recovery of arrears 
f rent due by the raiyats in the Government khas mahals. 


* * _ #* * * * 1 ly 








156: The niimbér of Lidenises issiied f6¥ thé sale’ of the different oxcidenble 
articles and the revenué’ derived from them du thé pist two yéars dre 
conipared Lélow:— 





Tari 203 7,233 poy 

Pachwai oe 156 11,836 

Rum, — imported] is | 17) po 
wine, &c, - 

Charas, 5 oe 15 

chandu and ay. 





Country spirit | 538 | 20,889] 0,268 


Ganja and bhang; 162 | 41,476 { 37,868 | 17017 7 79,346 | 80,004 | 30,847/ 173 $2 74} 70,011 






we ae] a 17,847 | 99,093 o7 1 0 67,270; 44 | 17,688 | 41,030) 87 36 0] S8yae| ... 
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Total | 1,148 | 7,00/066) 84,088 7,81,451 [1,196 











157. Out of the total excise revenue of the year, amounting to Rs. 8,64,575, 
as much as Rs. 7,03,79, or about 81-4 per cent., was contributed by country 
spirits; Rs, 79,011, or 9'1 per cent., by ganja; and Rs, 58,724, or 68 per cent., 
by opium. Pachwai and tari accounted between them for Rs. 20,987; or 2:4 
per cent. 


158. There was, on the whole, a net incréase of Rs, 80,124 in the excise 
revenue over the receipts of the previous year, of which as much as Rs. 77,087 
was under the head of Country spirits. 

This was due generally to the larger purchasing power amongst Gustomers 
owing to the extelfert harvests which. eilobtitaed the. sale of Sven at higher 
rates ; but it was also die, in no small degree, to tie fivourable outturn of the 
mahua, from which ediintry liquor is matitfactured, gathéréd in’ the spring of 
the year under review. Not only was the crop fully up to ‘the standard in 

hh ssthdchans amet most of the districts, but the demand on it dis an 

‘sotten boiled with'rice. article of fo0d* was ‘much Tess thian in the “pre- 
ceding, hei of scarcity. Thus the promise of ample abd ‘cheap materials 
we a further encouragement to the candidates for licénses to ‘inuréage their 

159. The increase in revenue was contributed generally by all. the 
districts, except Manbhum, where there was a falling off of Res, 18,172 ‘sdisn the 
heads of Opium, Country spirits and Ganja. The falling off in this district under 
the revenue from opium was caused by the fluctuations in purchases by the 
Native States, some of which obtained larger supplies from Ranchi than in ‘the 

ing year ; while that under Country — and Ganja is explained by the 
eavy losses sustained by the vendors during the previous scarcity, and 





g. a uence, both here and to some extent in other 
also, the auctibn-bidders at first proceeded cautiously and endeavoured 
to combine to keep’ down thie selling itsdan This ti succeeded for some 
timein doing, and ¢ number of the shops were not let until the month of 
August,when one-third of the year had already expired 


160, The outstill system is in force throughout the division, except two 
small areas within the Giridih and Gobindpur subdivisions in the Hazaribagh 
and Manbhuw districts, where the distillery system is maintained to meet ‘tho 
—— of a large mining pence working in the collieries. There is 

y one sndar distillery in Giridih, which supplies liquor to 13 shops. The 
distillery shops within the Gobindpur subdivision obtain their supplies from the 
Burdwan district. Hilly and sparsely populated as the division for the most 
part is, the outstill system is the best suited to its requirements. 


161. As noticed in paragraph 145 of last year’s report, the question of 
the extension of the privilege of home-brewing pachwai to a number of the 
senii-aboriginal tribes in the district of Ranchi came under discussion during 
the preceding yeat. Hitherto the concession has been allowed to 15 sects of 
aborigines who are accustomed to use pachwai in their social and religious 
observances. The result has been a considerable crop of police and excise raids 
and prosecutions of persons belonging to other semi-aboriginal castes amon 
whom it is claimed that similar social customs obtain, The expediency of 
extending the privilege to a number of these other castes was therefore con- 
sidered, but it soon became — that there would be a t difficulty in 
drawing the line, thus extended, between these people and the rest of the 

neral population. Under the circumstances, the Deputy Commissioner, 
ir. Streatfeild, was of opinion that the proper remedy would be to allow free 
home-brewing generally throughout the Ranchi district. The view held b 
the Board of Revenue, eri ag was that the arguments for the abolition of all 
restrictions would equally apply to the whole province; whilst, on general 
principles, the circle of exceptional treatment should, with the progress of 
civilisation, be narrowed and not extended. It was, therefore, ruled that 
matters should be left as they are. On this subject the Deputy Commissioner 
now Offers the following remarks :— 


ospeciall rt tothe dullness of the eoa anc Inc trad. in the year immediate- 
y peli 


“By recent orders the Board of Revenue have declined to amend the existing rules as to 
the privilege. of home-brewing pachwai in the district, and consequently, while 16 aboriginal 
and semi-aboriginal castes have the privilege of home-brewing, any person not belongiug to 
these castes brewing pachwai will continue to be liable to prosecution. This, however, is the 
universal custom among many of the unexempted castes, such as Ahirs, Telis and Kumhars. 
These invariably brew rice-beer on the occasion of any festival, and the houses of members 
of these castes are consequently constantly rs raided upon on such occasions by the Police 
and Excise staff, and their owners prosecuted. The opportunities for levying blackmail 
offered by this state of affairs are also, of course, very great, and the harassment and oppres- 
sion connected with such prosecutions considerable. Healiting this, the Excise Commissioner 
has of late discouraged prosecutions for brewing pachwai, while roposals for extending the 
privilege of free home-brewing have been under consideration. these proposals having been 
rajnaleh such prosecutions must again be encouraged, and I cannot but regard this as a 
tuating serious abuses. At the same time I am convinced that there is no practical alternative 
between going on as at present and accepting my proposals to abolish all restrictions on home- 
brewing, by whatever caste.” 


162. The question is no doubt a difficult one, but on the whole, if it be 
admitted, as it seems to be, that there is no media via, I think that the decision 
arrived at by the Board is the proper one. It isa noticeable fact that the above- 
mentioned privilege of home-brewing does not appear to have been fully taken 
advantago of by the Hos of _— um, as out of 227 licenses granted in the 
division during the past year for the sale of pachwai, no fewer than 84 were in 
force in the Singhbhum district, while out of a total revenue of Rs. 13,198 
derived from pachwai, Rs, 6,658, or over 50 per cent., was realised in that district. 
Mr. Tho the ty Commissioner, thinks that more pachwai shops should 
be opened in the Singhbhum Kolhan in order to prevent the growth of a taste 
for country liquor among the Kols. The matter shall have consideration, 
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168, There was a gréater show of activity in the detection of 


of the excise and opium laws, as the number of arrests made in the division 


rose from $55 in 1897-98 to 442 in the past year, and of those arrested, 372 
were convicted during the past against 302 in the previous year. There were, 
however, very few cases of illicit manufacture of country spirits detected 
during the year, though this particular offence, I have reason to believe from 
the enquiries made by me during my cold-weather tour, is of frequent occur- 
rence in the outlying parts of the districts. The total amount of fines imposed 
in excise and opium cases was Rs, 7,127, out of which Rs. 3,881, or about 
54-4 per cent., was realised during the year against Rs. 5,652 imposed and 
Rs. 2,649 realised, or a percentage of 46°8, in the previous year. Asin 1897-98, 
the realisation in Ranchi was exceptionally bad, as out of Rs. 1,037 imposed, 
only Rs. 348 or about 83°5 per cent., was realised. One reason for this may, 
I think, be traced to the tendency amongst the Courts to pass inadequate 
sentences of imprisonment in default of payment of fine. It often does not 
seom to strike trying officers that, given a certain fine as an gemopeste punish- 
ment, the alternative punishment awarded should as a rule at least be sufficient 
to extract it. The following table gives the particulars of the persons arrested 
and convicted, the fines imposed and realised, and the amounts distributed as 
rewards in the several districts during the past year :— 
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3 FA r| g AMOUNT OF REWARDS PAID TO— 
ra fa 2 " EAE EE ee Fer 
2. &, 2 
Disraicr. S Sa - : 
Mi .3 ee aw | Police | Excise | In- | ota 
£3 | 33 ed £2 | officers. | officers. |formers ; 
BE | 8 | £2 | ef 
al % « < 
1 | 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 
Rs. Ks Rs Rs. Rs. 
Hazaribagh ane > a 112 83 1,689 479 865 623 | 1,367 
Ranchi “tA wee A ele 1,087 854 416 298 | 1,062 
Palamau see ove 34 26 212 3 60 26 198 
Manbhum ost is 56 49 926 128 436 98 661 
Singhbhum oo tes 163 148 8,264 433 607 1,666 | 2,666 
Total oe 412 372 7,127 | 3,882 | 1,607 | 1,842 | 2,605 | 6,045 
XX.—STAMPS. 


164. The following statement compares the receipts and charges on 
_ account of stamps in the districts of this Division during the past two years :— 








‘1897.98, 1908-90. 








ol 


Heaps OF RECEIPT AND 


EXPENDITURB, 


Hazaribagh. 
Ranchi. 
Palaman. 
Manbhum. 
o@ | Singhbhom. 
‘Total. 
Hazaribagh 
Ranchi. 
Palamau. 
Manbhum. 
& | Singhbhum. 


1 | 2 8 4 


Rs, 










Total Receipts «+» | 1,083,001 | 1,16,524 | | 83,546 | 1,75, 
Omanars, 
* Ly - 
Discount on sale of stamps ... 1,465 1,608 603 2,807 
IW eee one eee as 1,201 81} ) 1,640 
‘iscellaneons we oan 96 "140 23 12 


Total Charges | 2,073 | 3,088 712 | 4,580 


Net Revenue vs | 1,01,028 | 1,138,580 32,834, 1,70,402 


Reogirrs. Rs. Be. Rs. Rs, * bi 
Receipts from stamps of all] 2,08,870 | 1,14,985 | i,861 172.186 |'4 99,739 ‘ais . Pye Yagi sen75 17361 90 40h | 488,08 
Miscellaneous receipts 3) 2973 | ° ; 
Duty and penalty " se bd ba sss () 





165. There has been a decrease of Rs. 4,750 in the net revenue for the 
Division, the result of decreases of Rs. 6,612 and Rs. 3,204 in the districts of 
Hazaribagh and Singhbhum, respectively, and of increases of Rs. 210, Rs. 2,548 
and Rs. 2,308 in the districts of Ranchi, Palamau, and Manbhum, respectively. 
The falling off in Hazaribagh is attributed in a great measure to a decrease in 
the number of transactions with money-lenders, owing to the late good harvests, 
and also to the fact of several of their larger clients having come under the operation 
of the Encumbered Estates Act, and thus being no longer open to their blandish- 
ments, There has also been a decrease in the number of civil suits of high 
value, and also a more free use than formerly of currency notes in the place of 
hundis for the purpose of making remittances. In Singhbham the falling off is 
attributed chiefly to the two last-mentioned causes, especially to the absence 
during the past year of any important suits by railway contractors several of 
which kind of cases were filed during the year preceding. The increase in the 
districts of Ranchi, Palamau, and Maubhum is due to the increase im the number 
of rent suits and criminal cases and to the issue of a larger number of certificate 
cases, 


166. The following statement com ares the number of cases in which 
stamp duty and penalty were levied under sections 34 and 87 of the Indian 
Stamp Act :— f 
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NuMBER oF CasEs. 





Disrrior. —— 

1897-98, 1898-99. 
1 | 2 | 3 
Hazaribegh rod | 47 71 
Ranchi ee | 80 1€5 
Palamau eee See 98 18 
Manbhum soe a 57 45 
Singhbhum _... vos 10 44 
Total dis 222 246 
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167, There has been a marked increase in the number of cases in 
Hazaribagh and Ranchi, which Mr. Streatfeild thinks may perhaps purely be 
due to people resorting more and more to the careless and ill-informed 

tition-writers for the drawing up of their documents. The decrease in 

anbhum is attributed by the Deputy Commissioner to income-tax assessors 
and ministerial officers having been “forbidden by the Board of Revenue’s 
Circular Order No. 11 of March 1896 to take part in the detection of cases of 
evasion of the stamp duty. 


168. Altogether there were 16 prosecutions for infringement of the 
provisions of the stamp law against 20 in the preceding year. ‘Che number 
of persons brought to trial was 16, of whom only 9 were convicted, against 
47 persons tried and 21 convicted in the preceding year. ‘The fines imposed 

I eases in which convictions were obtained amounted to Rs. 54 against 
Rs, 143 in the preceding year. 









XXI—INCOMETAX. 
169, The following statement compares the number of persons and the 
amoynt of tax assessed in the several distrlets during the past two years :— 
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170. There was.a falling off in the number of assessees finally assessed 
in all the districts, except Manbhum. ‘Vhe decrease in Hazaribagh, Ranchi, and 
Palamau is slight, while that in Singhbhum is due to the the fact that a number 
of railway contractors and shop-keepers left the district, owing to the comple- 
tion of the greater portion of the Sini section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 
The final demand on account of tax wes Rs. 1,07,843 as compared with 
Rs, 1,04,563 in the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 3,280, which is 
the result of an increase of Rs. 6,202 in the districts of Hazaribagh, Ranchi, 
and Manbhum, and of a decrease of Rs. 2,922 in Palamau and Singhbhum. 
. The increase in Manbhum is large, being Rs. 6,100, or about 18 per cent., of 
the demand of the previous year, and is said to be due to greater care on the 
part of the assessor in making enquiries ‘The decrease in Palamau is due in 
some measure to remissivns in cases appealed to this office, while that in 
Singhbhum is attributed to the reasons already given above. The gross 
collections during the year amounted to Rs, 1,11,515, including arrears of 
tax and penalties, &c., as compared with Rs. 1,11,i83 in the previous year. 
The a eR on account of the current year’s tax alone amounted to 
Rs, 1,04,995 as compared with Rs, 1,01,186 in the preceding year. The 
percentage of collections on all accounts, including tax, penalties, and arrears, 
came “to 95°2 against 93°4 in the previous year. The result is on the whole 
satisfactory. Of the outstanding balance of Rs. 4,501, Rs. 3,084 are reported 
to be good and under realisation, Rs. 747 doubtful, and Rs, 670 bad and 
irrecoverable, 

171. The total charges incurred during the year amounted to Rs. 8,997, 
representing 8 per cent. of the total collections against 8°3 per cent. in the 
previous year, ‘The net revenue of the past year thus amounted to Rs. 1502,152 
agaiust Rs, 1,01,867 in 1897-98, showing an increase of Rs. 285, or about ‘3 
per cent., on the previous year’s revenue. 


172, Out of 4,630 persons originally assessed, 710, or about 15°3 per cent., 
filed petitions of objections against 12-9 per cent. in the previous year. The 
objections, were comparatively, heayiest in Manbhum, Hazaribagh and Palaman, 
in the first.two of ar districts the work, of the assessors. was. probably on. 
hep pani ves aa LAr the spk pe division, thus nme 

ing, the fact, that the filing ofa large number of objections may. equally 
the result of careful, though strict, assessments as. of careless sa, inequitable 
ones, The number of successful, objections was, 228, or 32°7 cent., the 
number of succcessful cases being highest in Hazaribagh and, Palamau, Out 
of 4,485 persons ann f assessed, distress warrants were issued against 202; 

operty was distrained:in 49 and actually sold in 16 as. compared with 
167, 82, and 26, respectively, in the previous year. 

178. The ayerage incidence of the tax in the division was Re. 1) to 
every 42°9 persons min Re. 1. to every righ cer - in the ious. 
year. The proportion of persons assessed to every 1 villages for th ) 









division was 168 as con i ; i 

continues as before to be considerably the most lightly assessed ‘district in the 

division (the incidence there being only Re. 1 to every 64 persons), though 

there seems no special reason for this, I have suggested to the Board ‘the 

advisability of ae y ed rag in such cases, between the more heavily 
hi 






and the lighter assessed stricts, and I have proposed that this should now be 
done in the case of Ranchi. 


* * * * * * * 


XXVL—EDUCATION, 
199, The following is a comparative statement of the number of schools 
of different descriptions in the division and of pupils attending them during 
the last two years:— j 
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1897-98, 1898-99, 
Institutions. 
Schools. Pupils. | Schools. | Pupils. 
id 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Public Instruction. 

Secondary— 
High English Schools 10 1,907 
Middle English Schools Ni 40 | 2546 
Middle Vernacular Schools iat 82 1,879 

Primary Instruction. 
Upper Primary 129 5,883 
Lower Primary os 2,148 55,485 
Special or Technical 12 236 
Female tee 118 2,940 
Total Publio Instruction ~ 70,826 
Private Institutions. 

Adyanced— 
Teaching Arabic or Persian ie 45 
Teaching Sanskrit 238 

Elementary— 

Teaching vernacular only or mainly 313 
Teaching Koran only Fi hs 148 


Total Private Institutions; .., 
Granp Toran... | 


: iy faghe 
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It is satisfactory to note that there has been an increase in the number of — 
public schools, which rose from 2,386 to 2,489. The number of private 
schools remained unchanged. ‘I'he increase in the number of public schools 
is observed chiefly under the class of “ Lower Primary Schools.” The number 
of pupils attending public schools also shows a satisfactory increase, vizZ., 
from 68,373 to 70,826. 

200, The number of high schools was 10 with 1,907 pupils against 9 
with 1,700 pupils in the abbr year. This increase is due to the opening 
of a new school at Chirkunda in the Govindpur subdivision in Manbhum, 
The results of the last Entrance Examination were satisfactory, as out of 70 
candidates sent up, 48, or nearly 68°5 per cent., passed against 56 per cent. in 
the preceding year. The Ranchi Zilla School did especially well, as all the 
candidates sent up passed, two in the first and six iu.the second division, one 
of the successful candidates being an aboriginal Christian. A non-Christian 
Ho boy passed during the year the Entrance Examination for the first time 
from the Chaibassa Zilla School. 

201. The number of middle English schools fell from 41 to 40 and. their 
pupils from their 2,569 to 2,546, ‘This decrease isdue to the abolition of two 
schools in Ranchi in consequence of the withdrawal of Government aid owing 
to their mismanagement, while a new school was started in Singhbhum. The 
number of candidates who appeared in the Middle English Scholarship 
Examination was 64, of whom 29, or 45:3 per cent., passed, against 40-7 (36 
out of 85) in the previous year. Regarding the middle English education, 
Mr. Streatfeild, the Deputy Commissioner of Ranchi, writes: — 

“The demand for middle education in this district is very small, and middle schools can, 
asa rule, only exist when an influential local man or family is prepared to bear a large 
proportion of the charges. I do not believe in bolstering up unsatisfactory schools that do 
not meet a real demand, but in all cases I have made every effort to infuse vitality into 
such schools before recommending their abolition.” 

* I entirely agree in these remarks, and that local funds raised for the 
’ benefit of the mass should not be diverted, in the interests of the well-to-do 
few, for the support of secondary education. This remark applies especially 
to English education, which should, as a rule, be self supporting ; or if it be 
decided, as a matter of policy, that extraneous help should be given, this should 
be done at the expense of the general tax-payer, from the Provincial revenues, 
and not be a charge on the local funds. 

202. During the year there has been a decrease in the number of middle 
vernacular schools by one, and a falling off in the number of students 
attending them from 2,047 to 1,879. This decrease was owing to the abolition 
of one school in Singhbhum. Of 82 schools existing during the year, 24 
were departmental and 8 were aided. Of the departmental schools four are 
in Hazaribagh, seven in Ranchi, three in Palamau, three in Manbhum and 
seven in Singhbhum. Of the aided institutions, one is in Ranchi and seven 
in Manbhum. At the last Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination 123 
candidates appeared, of whom 61, or 50 per cent., were successful, against 
68 per cent. (62 out of 91) in the preceding year. 

203. The aggregate number of upper primary schools in the Division 
was the same as in the previous year, Palamau showing an increase of four 
schools, while in Hazaribagh, Ranchi, and Manbhum there was a decrease of 
one, one, and two, respectively, The decrease of two schools in Manbhum was 
due to the fact of these schools having been raised to a higher status. 
The number of candidates sent up for the last Upper Primary Scholarship 
Examination was 405, of whom 182, or nearly 45 per cent., passed against 43° 
per cent. in the previous year. : 

204. The number of lower primary schools was 2,148 with 55,435 pupils 
against 2,053 with 53,131 pupils in the previous year. This increase is the 
net result of increases of 4, 42, 76, and 19 schools in Hazaribagh, Ranchi, 
Manbhum, and Singhbhum, respectively, and a decrease of 44 schools in 
Palamau. The decrease in Palamau was due to the withdrawal under orders 
of ‘the late Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Renny, of stipends from a number of 
badly managed and otherwise inefficient schools, In the last Lower Primary 
Examination 2,705 candidates appeared, of whom 1,309, or nearly 48 per cent., 
were successful against 45°4 per cent. in the previous year. Sik 


at : bis Se aie ilar dab Sed 








205. In connection with primary education, Mr. Thomson, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Singhbhum, remarks:— 

“Tt is regrettable that so few of the pupils ever get boyond the lower prim schools. 
This is to a t extent due to the ies lato of the qoclideations of thd teachers, many 
of whom, and especially when the aboriginal population preponderates, are quite unfit to 
teach even in lower primary schools, I have madd proposals since the end of the year for 
renee this by establishing a training school for aboriginal teachers in the Kolhan and 

ora i. 


This proposal is, I understand, under consideration by the Educational 
authorities. , 

206. The number of special schouls has decreased from 13 to 12, while 
the number of pupils attending them has increased from 197 to 236. In 
Singhbhum there were only two such schools against five in the previous year, 
owing to the abolition of three training classes attached to mi dle schools in 
1897-98, One new school was opened in Hazaribagh. In Ranchi and 
Palamau the number of these schools remained unchanged, but the number of 
pupils in the Ranchi schools rose from 136 to 158. In Manbhum a new 
Sanskrit ¢o/ at Murardi was opened. 

Mr. Streatfeild, the Deputy Commissioner of Ranchi, gives the following 
account of the industrial school in his district :— 

“The roll number of the Ranchi industrial school rose from 35 to 48. During the 
year under report the school deposited into the treasury the sale-proceeds of the articles 
manufactured to the amount of Rs. 1,766 against Rs. 1,604 in the preceding year. Tho 
amount drawn for purchase of raw materials was Rs, 1,000 as in the previous year. The 
net expenditure from the Provincial revenue was Rs. 1,817, exclusive of Rs. 766, which 
was the profit of the sale-proceeds against Rs. 1,986 of the previous year, which included 
Rs. 604, the profit of that year. ‘The receipts from the interest on the ascets of the Ohutia 
Fair Fund amounted to Rs, 382 against Rs. 443. Blacksmith work, carpentry, carriage 
building and painting as well as a little of reading, writing, and arithmetic were taught as 
in the previous year. All the 43 boys were aborigines—40 Christians and 3 heathens. 
The proposal of introducing steam-power and furnishing the school with a set of better 
ins‘ruments, a8 recommended by Mr. Slater, Principal of the Sibpur En ineering College, is 
under consideration; His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor having, when in cting the 
omc = November last, expressed an opinion in favour of some extension of the scope of 
the school. 

“There were during the year uader review three other industrial schools aided from 
the Primary Fund at Sill, Basenda, and Bundn, with 1,820 and 23 pupils, respectively : the 
first two taught blacksmith’s work and the Jast both blacksmith’s work and carpentry.” 

There is also a question under consideration, on a suggestion by 
Mr. Slater, of establishing a technical class in the Ranchi Zilla School in 
connection with the industrial school. Reports will be submitted in due course 
by. this office on both of the above matters as soon as certain enquiries now 
being made have been completed. 

r. Thomson, the Deputy Commissioner of Singhbhum, reports that the 
teacher of the Ghatsilla Industrial School is not well up to his work, as he has 
had no practical training; that the school has always been in a more or less 
unsatisfactory condition under his management. A proposal has been made to 
have him replaced by a properly qualified teacher from the i a Civil 
Engineering College, provided that funds can be obtained to raise the pay of 
the post from Rs. 15 to Rs, 25. This is one of the many matters which would 
be solved by the extension of the Local Self-Government Act to these 
207. During the year female schools numbered 118 with 2,940 pupils 

against 108 with 2,826 pupils in the previous year. Of the 118 schools, 29 
were in Hazaribagh, 33 in Ranchi, 19 in Manbhum, and 23 in Singhbhum, 
_ Compared with the figures of the preceding year, there were increases of seven, 
two, and three schools in Ranchi, Manbhum, and Singhbhum, respectively. 
while in each of the Hazaribagh and Palaman districts the number decreased 
by one. Altogether 11 girls appeared at the Upper Primary and 67 at the 
Lower Primary Examination, of whom 3 and 48 respectively were successful. 
Of the three girls who passed the Upper Primary Examination, two were from 
the Ranchi Bengali and Anglican Mission Upper Primary Schools for girls, the 
eg Die pecediege af tort f a school tending schools 

208. e ntage o: 3 of a school-going age attending schools was 

‘19 against 18:4 in the previous pg The percentage was highest in Ranchi, 





yeh rs f- " "A ; Ph 3 e 
yy Nis Ee WSN, DOS ATI Pee . 


_ prosecution, and eventually got three months for ch 





viz. 20°3, while it was lowest in Palamau, being only 13. In Hazaribagh it 
was 14°1, in Manbhum 20:2, and in Singhbhum 15. 

209. A comparative statement is annexed below showing the total expen- 
diture incurred on education during the past two years:— 





1897.98. | 1898.99. 




















Exrenpiture. Expenvirvrs. 
Crass of scHooLs, 
Provincial "fond tba T Provincial Tendo 
revenue. private otal. revenue. private Total. 
sources, . sources. 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 6 | oe 
| Bs. Rs. ‘Re. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Secondary 34,697 61,608 96,306 38,660 71,800 1,056,460 
Primary wa] 69,684 65,068 |  1,25,852 62,268 77,968 |  1,40,221 
Fomale ~ | 6,957 8,161 14,718 6,709 | ~ 8,742 14,451 
Special Fo 7,663 1,383 9,046 7,520 2,345 9,865 
Scholarships Tw 6,820 168 5,488 5,086 128 6,218 
Buildings tee 2,139 16,231 18,370 2,740 2,1 18 4,858 
Furniture and apparatus 1,718 343 2,056 $,622 370 8,892 
Miscellancous a9 7,960 27,680 36,680 7,069 40,729 47,798 
Superintendence toe 48,617 158 > 48,775 42,809 168 49,977 
Total te 1,73,740 1,82,000 3,556,740 1,77,872 2,04,368 $,81,735 





The above figures show an increase of Rs. 25,995 in the total expenditure 
on education, which is mainly due to the large increase in the number of 
schools, The cost per pupil for the Division was Rs. 5-4-10 against Rs. 5-3-2 
in the previous year. It ranged from Ks. 42-11-2 in Singhbhum to Rs. 18-3-2 in. 
Manbhum for high schools, from Rs. 13-1-7 in Hazaribagh to Rs, 8-11-2 in 

“Palamau for middle schools, from Rs: 2-15-2in Manbhum to Rs. 1-14-5 in 
Singhbhum for primary schools, and from Rs, 54-9:7 in Ranchi to Rs, 5-9-7 in 
Hazaribagh for special schools. pe 

210. There.are no separate schools for the education of Muhammadan 
boys. The report from Hazaribagh district in connection with the subject of 
Muhammadan education is, however, encouraging, as:36 Muhammadan boys 
from that district passed in the several examinations, viz., one in the Middle 
Vernacular and 35 in Lower Primary Examination, of whom 4 obtained 
scholarships. In Ranchi two Muhammadan boys passed the Middle Vernacular 
Scholarship and 9 the Lower Primary Examination. 

211. In Palamau a case of fraud by one of the inspecting pandits was 
discovered during the year. The Deputy Commissioner writes :— 

“The pandit took a month’s leave, which he overstayed by a month. To hide his 
absence, however, he sent fictitous inspection notes of various schools, having capes 4 
provided himself with blank fornis, to a guru postmaster with instructions to again despat 
these to the of the different schools to be entered in the inspection register. Luckily 
the Deputy r visited some of the schools which had been provided with these false 
inspection reports, and on enquiry found the it had not been there. Further 
enquiries energetically carried out by the Deputy Inspector the whole fraud. The . 
pandit having sent in a bill for his pay for the month rendered Li liable to a criminal 

The result, it may be hoped, will counteract the effect of the lessons in — 

morality the pandit may be supposed to have taught his pupils. anes 4 
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: Fick ie XXVIL—DISPENSARIES AND HOSPITALS. J 
212. The following statement shows the statistics of the dispensaries 
maintained in the mt, districts during the past two years :— 
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213. No new dispensary was opened during the year, but at Hazaribagh 
a new and well equipped dispensary was built consisting of three wards under 
separate roofs on anew site given by Government. Fonds for the purpose 
were provided by a handsome donation of Rs. 4,000 from the late Raja of 
Padma (Ramghar), by the sale of the old building and premises for Rs, 3,000, 
by a grant of Rs. ?,000 from Government and offline smaller subscriptions, the 
total sum raised aggregating Rs. 3,099-8. The new building was opened on 
the 8th May of the present year. It is is eg as soon as possible to remove 
the Lady Dufferin hospital to.the same loca ity, the site granted by Government 
being, it is thought, sufficiently large for the purpose. 

214. As reported in the previous year, the dispensaries at Hazaribagh, 
Chatra, Ranchi, Lohardaga, Purulia, Raghunathpur, Jhalda, and Chaibassa 
depend mainly for their support upon the municipalities of those places, while 
the rest are maintained either by private dndieiduals or by local subscriptions, 

The total income of the ry, sone amounted to Rs. 22,237, made up 
of Rs. 7,321 contributed from Municipal Funds, Rs. 11,340 from private 
subscriptions, and Rs. 3,576 supplied by Government, against Rs. 7,638, 
Rs, 18,189, and Rs, 2,984, respectively, from the same sources in the previous 
year. The Government contribution generally consisted of the diet expenses 
in police cases and the cost of registers and forms, &c. 

215, Taking one year with another, the main feature financially is the 
gradual falling off in voluntary subscriptions and the corresponding increase 
in the calls upon local funds for the support of these institutions. T'o check 
this tendency amongst subscribers to curtail their charity, it has lately been 
proposed to form a separate fund from such subscriptions under the control 
of the medical officers instead of allowing them to be merged with the seyeral 

funds. I lately reported, in reply to an enquiry by Government, in 
favour of the above proposal, but I am inelined on further consideration to 
think that the best system would probably be for each dispensary to be 
managed by its own Committee (instead of by the local fund or Municipal 
Committee) and to have a fund of its own made up from voluntary subscrip- 
tions, local fund grants and any other existing sources, I propose shortly to 
address Government on this subject. 

216. The in-patients and out-patients treated in the dispensaries 

numbered 1,338 and 63,707 respectively against 2,501 and 61,268 in 1897, the 
daily average bemg 6-36 for in-patients and 3222 for ont- atients. The 
Considerable decrease in the number of in-patients is explained by the much 
larger number vf 


cases of debility requiring in-door treatment during the famine 





ee 


. 





year 1897, while the increase in the number of out-door patients, which was 
contributed mainly by the Hazaribagh dispensary, seems to be due to the 
gredaeey growing popularity of the different institutions amongst the general 
ation. 

i 217. The total expenditure incurred amounted to Rs. 22,303 against 
Rs. 34,673 in 1897,the decrease being chiefly due to the inclusion in the 
expenditure of 1897 of the cost incurred in the construction of the new 
dispensary at Daltonganj. If the Daltonganj figures for both years be omitted, 
the total expenditure of all the other dispensaries was Rs 20,566 as compared 
with Rs. 21,789 in the preceding year. For the dispensaries in municipalities 
the relative figures are “Rs, 11,553 in 1898 as compared with Rs, 11,258 in 
1897, an increase of Rs, 295; for the rural dispensaries the figures are Rs. 9,013 
in 1898 as against Rs. 10,531 in 1897, a decrease of Rs. 1,518. These latter 
are supported entirely by voluntary subseriptions, the general falling off in 
which may be fairly correctly gauged by the above result. The fact is that 
in this Division assistance is needed by all the dispensaries generally, and 
especially by the rural dispensaries from the Road Cess funds. This, however, 
cannot legally be given, as the Local Self-Government Act is not in force 
here. I have already addressed Government once on this subject, and propose 
shortly to do so again. 

218. During the year an effort was made to advance the position of the 
Purulia dispensary which stands gents in much need of improvement, 
and a public meeting was held by the Deputy Commissioner of Manbhum 
in December last for the purpose of raising subscriptions for (1) increasing 
the accommodation for in-patients; and /2) the entertainment of an 
Assistant Surgeon in place of the present Civil Hospital Assistant, 

The first object promises to be attained, the zamindar of Jherria having 
offered the handsome donation of Rs. 5,000 towards the purpose, and His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor also having promised to supplement the 
voluntary subscriptions that may be raised by a Government grant. But the 
Deputy Commissioner does not appear*to be very hopeful of the second object 
being secured. I think myself that there should be no doubt about the matter 
at all: in a well-to-do town like Purulia, and I am still in correspondence with 
the Deputy Commissioner on the subject. 

219. Besides the dispensaries shown in the above list, there are two 
private dispensaries in the Hazaribagh district, viz., one at Hazaribagh, main- 
tained by the Dublin University Mission, and the other at Pachamba near 
Giridih by the Scottish Mission. In Ranchi there are also two private 
dispensaries, viz, one at Ranchi and the other at Lohardaga, both supported 
by the German Lutheran Mission, 

220. In Ranchi there are two asylums in connection with the German 
theran Mission at Lohardaga—one for lepers and 


Tener Ag: the other for other incurables. In the asylum for 


: lepers there were 24 patients and in that for incurables 22 during the year. 


On the subject of the leper asylums the Revd. F. Hahn, under whose care 
it is, writes :— 

“ The inmates of the asylum are of all castes and creeds. Every body is permitted to 
respect the rules of his caste or religion, consequently there is no common kitchen, but each 
patient received Rs, 2-8 per mensem, with which he provides for himself as he thinks proper 
‘the food being procurable from modis specially apeaies close to the asylum, for the 
purpose). Drunkenness and other vicious habits and begging are not tolerated. The Bible 
is taught in the asylum, as I find it comforts the patients and strengthens them to bear their 
bitter lot, but_no one is ever compelled to listen to the instructions given or to attend prayers 
which are held daily in the chapel attached to the asylum.” - f 

The expenses in connection with the Leper Asylum, amounting during 
the past _ to Rs. 1,913, are defrayed by the Mission to Le in India 
and the Hast, having its head-quarters in Dublin and Edinburgh. The 
expenses incurred on account of other incurables amounted to Rs. 720, and were 
met from subscriptions collected by Mx. Hahn from funds in India, Germany, 
and amine. tly 

garding the management of these asylums, the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr: Btrestfoild, writes:— > co ae teas 

“I have inspected these institutions recently. They are unquestionably exoollently 

managed and doing very good work,” . be ay! an 
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A full account of the Po RE oR and well-managed Leper Asylum at 
Purulia was given in 201 of last year’s ; Uatovanuialne 
owing to the ill-health of Revd. Mr. Uffmann, in whose charge it is, the Deputy 
Commissioner has been unable to obtain iculars of its working during the 
past year. I am able to say, however, that it continues to be maintained with 
the same efficiency as ever, and that the number of applicants for admission 
continued to steadily increase. This asylum, the largest of its kind, I believe, 
in India, with a total of about 500 inmates, is also maintained by the above- 
mentioned Society (Dublin and Edinburgh Mission to Lepers in India and the 
East) at an annual cost of about quarter lakh of rupees. The asylum was 
visited on the 29th November 1898 by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
during his tour through Chota Nagpur, , 

221. The Hazaribagh Zenana Hospital was in charge of a qualified 

ae lady doctor throughout the year, who treated 12 

Lady i und," in-patients and 2,175 out-patients against 14 and 
2,115 in 1897. . B. B. F, Dutt, a qualified lady doctor, was in charge of 
the Ranchi Zenana Hospital throughont the year. She treated 43 in-door 
patients and 391 out-patients during the year, besides a few other poor patients 
who were allowed her services gratis at their homes in the town. The number 
of surgical operations performed in the hospital was 15, of which 12 were 
performed by the lady doctor and three by the Civil Surgeon. 

The midwife attached to the institution at erence attended 16 cases 
during the year, and is said to have acquitted hersolf well, : 

222. The following statement compares the ‘statistics of the vaccination 

Vicaidatindipecadscnnt operations in this Division during the past two 
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The total number of operations performed during the year was 128,085, 
viz., 119,302 primary and 8,783 revaccination operations against 131,594 
and 7,722, respectively, or a total of 139,316 in the preceding year. In 
Hazaribagh, Ranchi, and Manbhum, there was a considerable decrease in the 
number of primary operations, while in Singhbum there was an increase of 
1,066 operations, due probably to increased efforts on the part of the local 
officers to stamp out the virulent attack which had broken out in certain 
villages bordering the Miduapore district. The low birth-rate towards the 
beginning of the year, immediately after the late famine, the unusually large 
emigration to Assam during the ing year, and the agitation in connec- 
tion with the plague, which led the people to confound vaccination operations 
with plague inoculation, have all contributed towards effecting a decrease in the 
number of primary operations. Besides these facts, during the famine year of 
1896-97 about 2,000 children in the Gobindpur subdivision in Manbhum, who 
had been left unprotected on account of the famine, were operated in the 
following year (1897-98), thereby swelling the figures of that year. The 
increase in the number of revaccination operations is due to the revalence 
of small-pox in certain s of the districts *of Palamau, Manbhum, and 
Singhbhum, Regarding the attitude of the. ople towards vaccination, the 
Civil Medical Officer of Singhbhum reports that the aborigines of the district 
accept vaccination without any opposition, except in very rare instances, 








pe roees 





while the imported classes, such as Marwaries, 
upcountry men, are generally more or less obstructive. In the large 

of Chakradharpur vaccination has not been accepted for five years amongst 
the foreign element, and he suggests that the co ra Vaccination 
Act should be introduced there. ‘he proposal will be consid 


+ * * * * 


XXXII.—POST OFFICES AND TELEGRAPH. 


246. The number of Imperial post offices in the Manbhum district 
increased by four, ovis to the establishment of new offices at Madhutali, 
Kalikapur, Mahulia, and Haludpakur. In the other districts of the Division 
the number remained unchanged. There was no chabge in the mail lines of 
the Division, except in Singhbhum, where the opening of the Sini-Midnapore 
section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway necessitated alterations in the dak 
arrangements, whereby the zamindari dak line from Chaibassa ee batalla was 
abolished from 1st November 1898 and a new line from Haldipaker to Asanboni 
was opened, while the mails to Dhalbhum are now sent by rail vid Chakra- 
dharpur and Sini. A contribution of Rs. 1,200 a year has been sanctioned by 
Government for the maintenance of the zamindari dak lines in the Kolhan 
Government Estate, and two new offices, viz., one at Katbari and the other at 
Gamaria, have been opened. The contribution of Rs. 1,700-10 formerly paid 
by the Dhalbhun Estate to the Zamindari Dak Fund of the district was reduced 
during the year to Rs. 1,000; but a proposal has since been made to raise it 
to Rs, 1,350. 

247, In Manbbum three new telegraph offices were opened during the 
year at Dhanbad, Katras, and Jherria. The 
number of offices in the other districts remain 
unchanged. Before the opening of the Sini-Midnapore section of the Bengal- 
Nagpur rm line the post offices in Dhalbhum used to send telegraphic 
messages to Chaibassa for despatch. ‘This has been discontinued, and the 
messages are now sent from the railway, stations. This accounts for the falling 
off in the business of the Government office at Chaibassa, as sbown in the 
statement in the next paragraph. 

248. The transactions ia the verre offices of the several districts 
during the past two years are compared in the following table :-— 


$n 


Messages received. | Messages transmitted. 


Telegraph. 


Disrricr. Remanxs. 





1897-98, | 1898-99. | 1897-98, | 1898-99, 
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Hazaribagh ... 


Ranchi a ons 
Palamau an eee 
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Total 





The increase both in the number of messages received and transmitted 
from Ranchi was due partly to the increased use of telegraph by the public, 
and partly to the large number of messages received and sent aeitiss His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit in November 1898. The traffic in Palamau, 
allowing for the absence of telegrams in connection with the former scarcity, 
gives signs of increasing, whilst the falling off in Singhbhum hasbeen explained 
above. In Hazaribagh there was a slight increase in the number of messages 
transmitted, but a falling off im Manbhum, which has not been ined, but 
zaay also perhaps be due to fewer trade operations than during the preceding 
year of scarcity. 
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m XXXVIL—GENEKAL REMARKS. 
268. The most noticeable feature of the past year has been tho return, . 


, owing to the late excellent harvests, of a general 
Pe ewe. ate oP prosperity. This has at the sats time 
been marked, especially in some districts, by an unusual number of murders, 
the increase in this crime being ascribed to various reasons, amongst which 
quarrels abovt crops and the increased means of obtaining drink figure 
pa yp : 
269. One striking fact is the number of wandering Pathans now to be 
met with in most of these districts, as well as the 
ate Eaiean Dae art they have lately been taking in several serious 
dacoities—a ies of crime to which they were, I believe, but seldom 
addicted to formerly. I haveseena suggestion lately that the finger-impressions of 
these men should be taken in each district they honour with a visit. I think 
the suggestion a good one, more particularly in districts like these, bordering 
upon the Native States, where the police and villager are powerless to deal with 
them, and where in consequened they are becoming a regular pest. 
* 270. A step in Bilge niet vo Specter tea Sprrert y weak ening 
f 4 of the Sini-Midnapore branch of the Bengal-Nagpur 
See lt Rallwey aaa turning of the first sod of she 
Daltonganj-Baroon Railway, after several years of uncertainty anddelay. The 
urgent need of further opening out the Division has been noticed elsewhere in 
this report, 
OTL. Chota Nagpur has happily so for been free of the plague, with the 
exception of one solitary instanco, in April of the 
resent year, viz., that of an imported case in the 
person of a Marwari of Chaibassa, who paid a flying visit to Calcutta, and fell 
ill threo days after his return, and died on the following day. 
272. The deaths occurred during the year under review of Raja Nil- 
Obitus mony Singh Deo, of Pachete, in the Manbhum 
ss district, and wf Raja Namnarain Sing, of Padma 
(Ramghar), in the district of Hazaribagh. They were both native gentlemen of 
ancient lineage, of the orthodox school, ies | of loyal character. Each has 
been succeeded by his eldest son, Amongst the Chiefs of the Native States, 
has to be shrotitaley the death of Raja Indra Deo Bahadur, of Bonai, who has 
been succeeded by his son Raja Chandra Deo. 
278. The feeling of unrest amongst the Kols has, for a time at least, 
The Kel agitation, entirely subsided, and there are signs that these 
< fs are at last becoming aware of the true 
character of the professiona agitators by whom they have for so long been 
exploited. . Birsa Marien the semi-mad man, whose preposterous claims to the 
Chota Nagpur Raj, as well as to the position of a deota, were noticed in last 
year’s report, has entirely disappeared, as mentioned elsewhere in this report, 
apparently to avoid the warrant which he no doubt knows is in force for his 
arrest. , 
274. The principal event of the year, from both an official and a non- 
His ix by | acne official pack of view, was the visit, an account of 
Govenete talk ee: Mich hes already been given, of His Honour the 
Lieutenaut-Governor, during the month of Novem. 
ber last, to the most backward and charming corner of his Province. 


Freedom from plague. 





RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND 
RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE, BENGAL, FOR THE 
YEAR 1898-99. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT:- AGRICULTURE, 
Darjeeling, the 9th November 1899, 
RESOLUTION—No. 952T.R. 
Reap— 


(1) Letter No. 819A., dated the 11th August 1899, from the Board of Revenue, 
submitting the Report of the Department of Land Records and Agrioulturo, 
Bengal, forthe year 1898-99. 


(2) The Report itself. 
Read also— 
(3) The Resolution of the Government on the Report for the year 1897-98. 


Mr. P. C. Lyon was in yige of the Department during the whole of 
the year, and Messrs. Nagendra Nath Banerjee and Dijenlala Roy were the 
Assistant Directors employed under him. The report was submitted with 
commendable punctuality. 


2. Chapter II of Report.—Land Records Establishment.—Tho brief account 
given by the Director in his present report of the working of the Land Records 
Maintenance Act, 1II (B.C.) of 1895, in the two districts of Muzaffarpur and 
ers. BEN is not of a reassuring nature, and supports the conclusions which he 
arrived at in the special report submitted by him on the subject in July 1898, 
that the Act has failed to attain the immediate object for which it was framed, 
and that any elaborate scheme devised for its working, which does not provide 
for a periodical revision of the records on the ground, will prove unsuccessful, 
and lead to unnecessary harassment of the tenantry. The Lieutenant-Governor 
reserves the issue of final orders on the subject until the whole question is 
laid before him in a comprehensive form, 


‘3. The Act was in operation, as in the previous year, in the Hajipur and 
Bettiah thanas, and there were registering offices at Hajipur, Mabnar, and 
Bettiah. The total number of notices for registration of mutations filed 
pad 5 the year amounted to 3,873, of which 2,061 were voluntarily pre- 
sent y the parties under section 6, and the remaining 1,812 were prepared 
by the Registrars of Mutations themselves under the provisions of Rule 5 
of the Rules made by Government under the Act, the corresponding numbers 
of notices filed under these two heads during the year 1896-97 being 4,287 and 
1,24%, and those during the year 1897-98 being 4,063 and 2,109, respectively. 
The large decrease in the number of notices filed under section 6 indicates 
that the raiyats are no longer taking the same amount of interest in the 
voluntary registration of mutations of their holdings, and the evidence accu- 
mulates that a system, which depended on their prompt and faithful report of 
transfers, will not succeed. 
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4. The following table compares the number of mutations registered 
during the year with those registered during the preceding two years :—- 


ee 
PERMANENT TENURES. | TSMPORARY TENURES, | HOLDINGS AT PIXED RATES, 


Transfer, Succession, | Transfer. Succession, | Transfer, Succession. 




















Total number of 
mutations registered. 





The increase in the figures for the Mahnar office is reported to be due to 
the clearance of heavy arrears during the year under report. The figures for 
the Hajipur office have considerably fallen, but the Bettiah office shows the worst 
result of all. Financially, the three offices worked at a net loss of Rs. 1,710 
during the year as against a loss of Rs. 895 during 1897-98 and a net gain 
of Rs, 507 during 1896-97. 

5. Orissa Settlement Records.—As regards tho maintenance of the settle- 
ment records in the temporarily-settled estates of Orissa, a draft Bill, based 
on lines approved by the Government of India, for the imposition of a patwari 

»cess and the creation of a special staff of patwaris and kanungos, together with 
rules for the working of the entire scheme, has been prepared, but the introduc- 
tion of the scheme has been postponed pending the consideration of a special 
report from the Board on the comparative merits of the patwari system and 
of a periodic local revision of the records. 

18 Maintenance of jamabandis in Government and Wards’ Estates—T he year’s 
record of work in the Government and Wards’ Estates is, for the most part, 
one that leaves much to be desired, The number of tenancies in 14 of 
the Backergunge Government Estates in which mutations were registered, 
formed 11:4 per cent. of the total number, and this proportion was the 
highest attained in the province; but even there it is reported that no 
mutations were recorded inthe eight other estates. The explanation of this 
may be sufficient, but it has not yet been offered. There was some increase 
in the number of mutations registered by the Burdwan Raj, but the local 
officials unhesitatingly maintain that under prevailing customs occupancy rights 
cannot be transferred without their consent, an opinion which Government has 
accepted, The Board have not noticed the Director’s suggestion that the 
returns of this estate as at present prepared are useless and might be disconti- 
nued, Since it has been decided that the Manager should not be compelled 
to give effect to an alleged custom, the existence of which he denies, it would 
appear that the Director’s proposal might be accepted, but the Board are desired 
to consider and pass orders on this matter. ‘I'he Manager of the Maldwar 
Estate is reported to have paid great attention to the maintenance of an 








tion fees, led to a notable increase in the eorrections made. Elsew. there. ig 
little in the report of the Director of Land Records of a hopeful character ; 
and though the Lieutenant-Governor is fully aware of the difficulties which 
beset the question, he is constrained to express his disappointment at the small 
progress made in the Government estates, where the obstacles to be overcome 
are least serious. He approves the action taken by the Colleetor of Backer- 
gunge for the improvement of the returns on his Wards’ Estates. 

In future reports the Director of Land Records should give particulars 
showing for what percentage of the number of tenants were the rent-rolls 
examined in the villages concerned by the Collector or his deputies, and the 
results of such examination as regards the number of transfers which had 
not been noted in the records or reported by the tahsildars. It is quite certain, 
from the experience in other provinces, that if such examination be properly 
conducted, different villages being selected yearly without any previous notice 
being given, much may be done to improve the present state of things, 
and all Collectors should understand that this is an important part of the duty 
of themselves and their subordinates in their winter tours. — As soon as the 
estate officials see that this is done, marked advance will very quickly follow 
in the maintenance of correct records. 

7. Maintenance of boundary marks.—The boundary warks which, accord- 
ing to the direction of the Board, it is incumbent on the District Collectors to 
have inspected, are those which have been erected in connection with cadastral 
and other surveys which demareate the boundaries of estates or tenures 
or of lands which have been the subject of dispute in the course of settlement 

roceedings. As the Director of Land Records correctly points out, the 
istrict Officer can have this work adequately done only in the case of a few of the 
most important boundary pillars in his district; and anything like a complete 
inspection of the boundary marks of a district which has been cadastrally 
surveyed will require a carefully prepared map showing such marks and a 
special staff. The Lieutenant-Governor awaits the scheme now under the 
consideration of the Director of Land Records, and meantime. is pleased 
to see that, in the majority of the districts, great. attention is devoted to 
this important matter. The attention of the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division will be drawn to the remarks concerning this matter which the 
Director has made about the districts of Jalpaiguri and Bogra. 

8. Chapter III.—Utilisation of Land Records.—The Lieutenant-Governor 
has read with much interest the remarks which the Director of Land Records 
has made on this subject, and though acknowledging that strictly speaking this 
chapter is reserved for a description of the work of a land records staff, provision » 
for which does not at present exist in these provinces, he will be glad if the 
Director of Land Records will in future reports continue to show, as he has done 
in this, what use,so far as he can judge, has been made for administrative 
purposes of the record-of-rights of these districts which have been wholly dealt 
with. Rules requiring that in such districts the identification of lands referred 
to in deeds presented for registration shall take the form of a reference tothe 
survey maps are under consideration. 

ecently the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention, has been drawn to a 
remarkable decrease in the number of rioting cases in Muzaffarpur, due. in 
part to an intelligent use, initiated by Mr. Hare in the Criminal Courts ‘there, 
of the district record-of-rights, and His Honour will cause the District Magis- 
trates who are concerned to be consulted as to the advisability of general 
instructions to Magistrates drawing their attention to the value “4 the record- 
of-rights in all cases dealing with land disputes. Subsequently it may be 
necessary to ascertain to what extent these. instructions are being complied 


th. 

9. Chapter IV.—Seientific and National Enquiry under Imperial Control. 
The examination of various kinds of leguminous crops which was undertaken 
by Major Prain, im,s., during the year 1897-98 was finished during the year 
under Pe aye but his report on the result of his investigation has not yet. bee 
published. The botanical examination of the varieties of betel leaf ‘and. sola 
which Dr. G. Watt, c.1.u., Reporter on Economic Products, has been making 


accurate jamabandi; and his efforts, combined. with the, reduction in the muta 





: ag fi . P 
since the years 1896-97 and 1897-98, respectively, with the help of the Agri- 
cultural Department, was in progress throughout’ the year. Elis sport on the 
result of -his investigation into the causes of the outbreak of betel-nut plague 
in East Bengal during the years 1895-96 and 1896-97 has not yet been received. 
Enquiries about juar, jute, rhea, and dal were also made during the year. 

10. At the instance of the Government of India, enquiries were instituted 


during the year by this Government through the Agricultural Department into 
(1) the extent of the occurrence of sugarcane disease and the remedial measuros 
adopted, and.(2) the effects of the increasing imports of refined sugar from 
foreign countries, on the cultivation of sugarcane and the profits from the 
sugar industry. No definite conclusion has been arrived at as to whether the 
disease due to Trichospheriu sacchari exists in these provinces, though it has 
been ascertained that the crop so far is not affected to any serious extent. The 
enquiries made on the patted 9 point pointed to the following conclusions :— 


(1) ‘That the importation of foreign sugars had greatly reduced the price 
of refined sugars in the Indian market. 

(2) That the Indian sugar-refining industry had been much injured 
by this reduction in price, that a large number of refineries 
have been closed, and that the remaining ones were mostly 
working at a loss. 

(3) That the price of unrefined sugars, known as gur and rab, had not on 
the whole fallen. 

» (4) That mainly on account of the demand for raw sugar the area 
under sugarcane cultivation and the profits derived from that 
cultivation have not diminished in the past few years. 


11. Chemical analyses of soil-water, §c.—The services of Dr. J. W. Leather, 
the Assistant Agricultural Chemist to the Government of India, were utilised 
during the year in connection with the chemical analyses of different specimens 
of soils obtained from certain selected districts in East Bengal and the Orissa 
Division, as well as of soils impregnated with reh in certain tracts of the North 
Bihar districts. Enquiries were also made regarding the supposed injurious 
effects of irrigation in the districts of Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur, and Champaran, 
where the belief is widely prevalent that certain kinds of soil, if once irrigated, 
must always be irrigated. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that, as funds are 
available, efforts may be made to throw more light on this important question. 

12. Working of the Civil Veterinary Department.—A separate Resolution, 
No. 2630, dated the 8th August 1899, has been recorded by this Guvernment on 
the annual progress report of the Civil Veterinary Department, Bengal, for 
the year 1898-99. 


13. Lvperimental farms.—As already remarked in the Government Resolu- 
tion recorded on the last year’s annual report, the Sibpur farm was utilised 
during the year as a demonstrative farm for the practical training of the students 
of the agricultural classes attached to the Engineering College at that place. As 
an experimental farm, it does not appear to have achieved results of much 
importance. In the Burdwan and Dumraon farms almost the same series of 
experiments which had been conducted during thé year 1897-98 were repeated 
during the year under report, with identical results in most cases, As in 
the previous year, the experimental’cultivation of paddy,” sugarcane, maize, yuar, 
and potatoes was tried at Burdwan, and of paddy, wheat, potatoes, maize, 
and dajra in the Dumraon farm. The trials with different varicties of sugar- 
cane and wheat in the latter farm proved that the ‘hari variety of sugarcane 
and the Buxar and the Muzaffarnagar (white’ varieties of wheat were superior to 
other varieties of the same crops in regard to productiveness, and it is gratify- 
ing to find that the results thus arrived at have been practically endorscd by 
the neighbouring raiyats. The experiments conducted in the two farms with 
the Naini Tal potato showed that'the method of planting cut sets was more 
lucrative than when whole tubers were used. As usual, seeds and manures 
were, distributed during the year from the two farms among the neighbouring * 
cultivators and raiyats of Wards’ and Government estates. 
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14. Agricultural experiments in Government, Wards’, and Private Estates.—The 
orders conveyed in the Resolution on the last year’s annual report, calling upon 
managers and officers in charge of Wards’ ‘and Government estates to pay — 
increased attention to the introduction of agricultural improvements in estates 
in their respective charges bore some fruit during the year under report. 
American maize did well in the Tributary States of Orissa, and potatoes were 
successfully grown in several districts. Many experiments were failures owing 
to untimely sowing or unsuitable seed ; but ach must be expected, for ee 

ogress in a matter of this kind cannot reasonably be depended on. The 
aiectiant-Goseiaee notices with much satisfaction the Director's mention of 
the names of Mr. Robindra Nath Tagore (who has also shown much enterprise 
in his silk-rearing experiments), Mr. Pal Chaudhuri, Babu Gauri Sankar Rai, 
and Babu Charu Krishna Mazumdar. There are few objects to which zamindars 
of means and leisure can devote their time, with greater pleasure to themselves, 
and greater profit to their fellow-coantrymen, than experiments in the garden 
and the farm ; and it is reatly to be desired that the example which these 
gentlemen have set shotild” be widely followed. 

The record of the experiments made during the year by the Agri- 
Horticultural Society has been read with interest. 

15, Stik experintents.—As already remarked in the Government Resolu- 
tion recorded on the last year’s annual report, an important change took place 
in the management of sericultural operations during the year under report. 
Until that year the operations were conducted under the immediate control 
and supervision of the Agricultural Department, Government making a fixed 
annual grant of Rs. 3,000 for the purpose. Under the new arrangement 
sanctioned by Government, the entire management and control of the opera- 
tions, together with the services of the travelling Sericultural Overseer and all 
sericultural appliances in his hands, were transferred to an independent com- 
mittee consisting of members who are representatives of the chief silk firms in 
the Murshidabad district, on their agreeing to spend Rs. 5,000 annually, for a 
period of three years, for the purpose’ of teaching M. Pasteur’s system of 
rearing silk-worm to the cocoon-rearers of Mu rshidabad, Rajshahi, Malda, and 
Birbhum. In appreciation of the enterprise of the Committee, Government 
agreed to subsidise it to the extent of Rs. 3,000 annually, on the condition that 
the subscriptions promised were duly paid in. Operations during the year 
were confined to the districts of Malda, Birbhum, and Murshidabad. In the 
first two districts the new system of rearing resulted in an increased produce of 
cocoons amounting to 50 per cent. and an increase in the selling price of the 
cocoons of about 60 per cent., results which are highly satisfactory, In 
Murshidabad the work was commenced too late in the year to show any good 
outturn. The receipts of the Committee during the year amounted to 
Rs. 6,332 against an expenditure of Rs. 7,104. Against the deficit of Rs. 772 
there was a set-off of Rs. 766, the unrealised value of appliances sold. Con- 
sidering this to be the first move on the part of persons directly interested 
in the silk industry of the country towards the adoption of European methods 
of silk-worm rearing, the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that the result of 
the “ome working of the new scheme has been extremely good, and he will 
watch the progress of this movement with great interest, 

16. The progress in the sericultural work of the Rampur Boalia Industrial 
School ‘was also very satisfactory. wi | the 

y 


Rs. ; * 
Opening cash balance on Ist per Government sanctioned an annual subsidy of 
Contributions Guriag the yer 376 Rs. 500 to the ‘school to enable it to send out 


trained men into the villages for teaching the 
scientific method ‘of rearing silk-worms. Its finan- 
—— cial condition was very prosperous, the figures of 
Cloning balance .., ~~ $896 receipts and expenditure being as noted on the 
margin. ‘The success of the school is largely due to 
the Secretary of the Committee, Babu Akhoy Kumar Maitra, who is reported to 
have devoted much time and ability to its welfare. 
"Be 17. Chapter V1.—Agricultural education,—The agricultural classes at 
Sibpur have now been working for one year, and the results, so far as can be 
at present judged, though to a certain extent satisfactory, point to the necessity 
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extending the eurticulum, Bofors passing orders on. this ; ‘int, the 
puteaanbidoverais would like 46 ace id Yeates of another yeahe working 

_ of the classes, ‘ 
18. Agricultural exhibitions.—Altogether 12 agricultural exhibitions or 
shows were held during the year at the places noted 









Li 


{) Ralleapiag in Darjeeling, on the re compared with 10 in the pois 
i Fubata _} Jalpaigue, year, and Governinent spent a sum of Ks. 1,670 
5) (te a ll in the distribution of prizes and certificates, 
7) 8 % Two of these exhibitions, Bexiel those at Madhu. 

Se needle Pe pur and Cuttack, wero primari y designed for flower 
‘ yrange oh the Sonthal Par. Shows. The rest, with the exception of the Alipur 


ganas, and Falakata fairs, which are held for political 
CR, Denies reasons, dre cattle and horse fairs, with or without 
exhibition of agricultural produces. The Suri Cattle and Agricultural show 
held in January 1899 was conspicuo ily successful. The Madhupur show is 
due to the exertions of Babu Hem Chandra Mitra, zamindar, whose efforts to 
improve the agriculture of his neighbours are to be commended, 

19. Cost of agricultural cxporiments.—The total expenditure from Govern- 
ment funds during the year on mar heey enquiry and improvement (exclud. 
ing the pay of the superior esta lishment, the expenditure on silk experiments, 
the: cost of. the Civil Veterinary Departament, and the cost of maintenance of 
the Sibpur farm) amounted to Rs. 6,155-11-9 as Agaet Rs. 8,406-12-7 in the 

receding year. This apparent decrease is due to the transfer of the Sibpur 
esta on which over Rs. 3,000 were spent last year, to the Education Depart- 
ment. The expenditure on seed potatoes has increased from Rs. 250 to Rs. 2,000, 
and that on cattle breeding from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1,037, 

20. —Conolusion—The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are tendered to 
Mr. P. C. Lyon for the ability with which he supervised the work of the 
many branches of the Department during the year. The commendation 
bestowed by the Director on his Assistant Director, Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Banerjee, and his Personal Assistant on the settlement side, i + Rowland 
Nagendra Lal Chandra, will be noted by the Appointment Department, 


Orver.—Ordered that the: Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette, 

t: a copy of it, together with the Report and the forwarding letter of the 

Board of evenue, be. submitted to the Government of India, in the Revenue 

and, Agricultural Department, and a copy also be forwarded to the Board of 
venue, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 
Ofg. Seey. to the Govt, of Bengal, 








RESOLUTION ON THE FINAL REPORT ON THE SURVEY AND SETTLE. 
MENT OF THE GOVERNMENT S&STATE OF TUSHKHALI 
IN THE DISTRICT OF BACKERGUNGE. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT—LAND REVENUE. 
Darjeeling, the 11th November 1899. 


- RESOLUTION—No. 959T.R. 
AD— 

The Final Report on the Survey and Settlement of the Government Lstate of 

Tushkhali in the district of Backergunge, 
Read also— . 

Letters No 163T.8., dated the 8th June 1899, from the Director of Land Records, 
and No. 718A., dated the 22nd July 1899, from the Board of Revenue, 
reviewing and submitting the above report ; 

Asap TUSHKBALI is a resumed estate, the proprietary right of which belongs 
History of the tract under +0 Government, consisting of about 36 square miles 
ry of the tract under os * 
survoy-settlement; its population; of land, originally jungle, on the east bank ofthe 
and cost of the present settlement. Baleshwar river, and intersected by a net-work of 
water-courses. The encroachment of the neighbouring zamindars about 1830 
first drew the attention of Government to the estate, possession of which was 
obtained from the Court in 1836. It was not easy, however, to collect rents, 
The population, which now numbers about 30,000, in the proportion of 8 Muham- 
madans to 1 Hindu, has always been turbulent, and has proved too strong for 
any other than khas management. The last settlement was in 1875-76, 
and was for 20 years; and consequently a new survey was begun in 1894, 
by Babu Peari Mohan Basu, Deputy Collector. It was anticipated that the 
operations would cost Rs, 9,400, and be completed before the expiry of the 
old settlement; but these hopes were not realized, for the cost exceeded 
Rs. 16,000, and final publication was not made until February 1898. The 
Director of Land Records is of the opinion that the work could have been 
pena in time for the new rate of rents to come into use a year earlier than 
they did. 

*o. The estate comprises 24 villages, containing, according to the present 
survey, a total area of 23,038 acres, of which 21,356 
acres (or about 93 per cent. of the total area) 
have been assessed torent. The total area found at the previous settlement of 
1875-76 was 22,754 acres, of which 21,934 acres (or 96 per cent.) were 
assessed. Thus though the total area has increased by 284 acres, the assessable 
area has decreased by 578 acres, for which satisfactory explanations are given. 

3. Of tho 24 villages, 3 (Algi, Badura and Mi halt khas), containing an 
area of 1,984 acres (viz., 1,808 acres assessed to rent 
and 126 acres left out of assessment), were 
excluded from reassessment, because, owing to the silting up of the irriga- 
tion khals, the productiveness of their lands has been much diminished. 
This would point to the necessity of making some temporary reduction in the 
rents of these villages, which His Honour assumes the Board has already consi- 
dered and dealt with, Measures have been taken to improve the channels, and 
it is expected that after five years, when it is proposed to resettle them, the 
restored fertility will justify an increment in the rent, While the survey and 
attestation were finished for the entire estate, the settlement of revenue has been 
made in respect of 21 villages only, containing 21,104 acres, of which 19,548 
were assessed, the rest being left unassessed. Of this area, 16,501 acres are 
cultivated, 2,591 acres are culturable, but not cultivated, and 2,012 acres consist 
of homestead and other non-culturable lands, or are covered by rivers and jhils. 
Of the whole assessed area, a little over five-sixths is settled with raiyats and 
the rest with tenure-holders, while of the unassessed area, 839 acres are at the 
disposal of Government and 717 acres are included in the holdings of the raiyats. 

4. Rice is the principal crop, covering an area of about 13,000 acres, the 

Cro remaining 3,501 acres of the cultivated area of the 

a 21 villages settled being principally occupied by 
fruit-bearing orchards and garden crops, Experiments were made in 1897, 
in which year the rice crop gvas estimated at 12 annas, to test the productiveness 


Area of the estate. 


Area under assessment. 





of the best rice lands : and an outturn of 32 maunds 30 seers of paddy per acre 
was obtained, equal to about 224 maunds of husked rice. The average local 
price of common rice being Ks, 2-13-80 maund, the gross value per acre of 
the grain merely of a three-quarters crop is about Rs, 63-8, or nearly ten times 
the rent assessed. 

5, In the 21 villages which have now been surveyed and settled, there 
a are 3,455 tenants directly holding under Govern. 


acidause ot Hilting. ment, classed as follows :— 
££ ( Osat talukdar woe od # ( Settled raiyats «= 8,076 
E-s | Howladars eB 5 Occupancy raiyats ee = 298 
és Nim howladars ooo 10 4 \ Non-ocoupancy raiyats ... 29 


When Government recovered possession of the estate in 1830 many claims 
to tenures were advanced ; but-it was ruled that they were the creation of mere 
trespassers, and all were disallowed. In 1861, however, the Board rewarded 
deserving raiyats by granting them tenures, and the number of tenure-holders 
has subsequently increased by partition. 

It appears that the Settlement Officer recognized as separate tenures the 
subdivisions of the original tenures caused by the Mahammadan law of succes- 
sion. Hisreasons for this policy, whereby the number of tenures was increased, 
are not stated. His Honour is by no means inclined to view such proceedings 
with favour, save under y exceptional circumstances, as it tends to increase 
the cost of management. “The therefore trusts that the Board, if they have not 
already done so, will strongly impress on Settlement Officers the danger involved 
in recognizing as separate tenures and holdings private subdivisions of the same. 

The right of transfer of their occupancy-holding was formally conceded 
to the raiyats in 1876, and it is widely exercised. The Muhammadans, who 
are prohibited from the practice of usury by their local religious teachers, evade 
the restriction by an ingenious exercise of the right of transfer. The borrower 
nominally sells his yo to the lender, and becomes his und er-raiyat at a rate of rent 
frequently more than 50 per cent. above the rent payable to Government, until 
such time as he succeeds in repaying the loan. Then, in accordance with a 
verbal stipulation, he is given’ back his rights. This is one more illustration 
of the difficulties inherent in usury laws. 

6. Before 1860 the rate fixed for the cultivators was an all-round average 
one of Re, 1-5 per bigha of the standard measure, 
but this was never accepted by_ the tenants, and 
great difficulties were experienced in realising rents. At the settlement of 
1859-60, the lands were divided into five classes according to their productive 
quality and assessed accordingly; and the same division was adhered to in the 
settlement of 1875-76, whilst the rates were enhanced, At the present settle- 
ment the number of classes has been retained, and a very extensive redistribu- 
tion of the lands therein has been made. The final report has failed to show 
the area under each class as compared with that of the previous settlement, or 
the reasons for such changes as were made, Although in paragraph 9 of his 
letter No. 22T., dated the 25th December 1896, the Settlement Officer, with 
reference to these villages, states that they have been generally improved both 
by natural causes and by works of improvement carried on during the currency 
of the past settlement, at the expense of Government, involving an expenditure 
exceeding Rs. 70,000, yet the results of the Settlement Officer’s classification, 
as given in the table below, would point clearly to an opposite conclusion for 
which no reasons are assigned :— 


Bates of assessment, 


Area. 

(nnn heen oo eee, 

Olass. According to According to 
former present 

settlement, settlement. 

Bighes. — Bighas. 
First tee 46,091 18,421 
Second ove . 5,437 24,374 
Third ai . 7,598 6,984 
Fourth . eee 24 4,794 
Fifth . . 1,475 4,621 
Total tee 60,625 59,144 






The rent has been enhanced on account of the rise in the ‘prices of fool. 
grains in the last ten years, as re i with the first ten years of the old 
settlement, by which an inerease of annas 3-4 in the rupee, or 20 per cent, 
could have demanded, but this right has not been exercised to the full, 
pie following table compares the rates fixed at the several settlements 
made :— 

1859-60, 1875-76. 1897-98, 


Rs.a.p, Res. a. P. Rs, a. P 
lst class og 1 4205-110 0. 24S 6 
2nd ,, sou ough 19 0 113 0 
8rd, ass Ee Bag 160 lll 0 
4th 4 ane <2 ose 1650 18 0 
5th ne Cyt Pasi Wes Wee Pa ae 


” ee ave , 
7. As stated before, only 21 villages were affected by the present settle- 
ment, the rental of which has been increased by 
Rs, 8,929, from Rs. 93,282 to Rs. 1,02,211, or by 9 
per cent. only. The increase has been formally accepted by all the tenants 
concerned without objection, This gives an average of Ks. 6-3-1 per acre of 
the cultivated, area of 16,501 acres. The rental of the three villages not settled 
remains at Rs, 9,027, exclusive of Rs. 123, which is the income at present 
obtained from the bazars, 
8. The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to find that the relations with the 
tenants during the operations were, contrary to 
expectation, of so cordial a character; though it 
may perhaps be considered. that the amiability they a was not uncon- 
nected with the great disproportion between the actual assessment made 
by the Assistant Séttlement Otficer; and that which might legally have been 
imposed, His Honour has noticed with regret that as regards duration and 
costs these operations greatly exceeded the original estimates, while as concerns 
the probable increase in the rent, it would appear that the anticipations, accord- 
ing to which the udditional rent would proportionately for these villages have 
been about Rs. 45,000, were not based on any reliable data, 

The Lieutenant-Governor notices with satisfaction that during the 
last 20-years the estate was under khas: management, 
various, works of improvements, such as embank- 
ments, bunds, tanks, roads, bridges, costing an aggregate sum of Rs. 94,257, 
have. beem executed by. the Tahsil Department and the: District Board 
of Backergunge; but,it is doubtful if they were registered under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, a remissness, which it is: hoped! will. not recur. His Honour 
trusts. that this subject will continue to.receive: the careful) consideration ofthe 
officers entrusted with the management,of the estate, and that each year: some 
useful work will be executed, within the means ati their disposal, which will 
add to.the prosperity and! comfort of the tenants., 

10. The estate will be managed! khas during the pleasure: of Government, 

iis idleness and its settlement is\hereby confirmed under Rule:4 

a as mas 6a (LV), Part ILL, Chapter 13, page 102 of the Survey- 
Settlement Manual. 


Oxpen.—Ordered that this Resolution be published in the: Oaleutta Gazette. 
By order ofthe Lieutenant-Governor, of Bengal;. 


F. A. SLACK, 
Og. Secy, to the Govt. of Bengal. 


Rent and its incidence, 


Attitude of the tenants, 


Works of improvement. 








Parchase of Stores ‘in England one locally by the General | and 
Irrigation Branches of the Public Works Department of the 


Government of Bengal, during 1898-99. 





No. 5162A. 


Government of Bengal. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


Accounts. 


Dated Calcutta, the 18th November 1899, 
‘ 


RESOLUTION. 


Rreap— 
(1) Letter from the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department, No. 4589A., 
dated the 18th September 1899, submitting to the Government of India, 
Public Works Department, the statement of expenditure on stores in the 
General and Irrigation Branches of the Public W orks Department of the 
Government of Bengal for the year 1898-99. 
(2) Letter from tho Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department, 
No. 14268.R., dated 25th March 1895, pointing out that, as it is understood, 
that several of the principal engineering firms in India now possess the 
apparatus necessary for the proper testing, both of the raw material and of 
% the finished product, the fullest use should be made, subject to the prescribed 
precautions, of the liberty to procure supplies in India, 2 
(8) Resolution on the operations of the Public Works Department, Bengal, in 1897-98 
in respect of purchases of stores in England and locally. 


. Remarxs.—The following information is published to show the operations 
of the Public Works Department of this Province during 1898-99, in respect to 
the purchase of European stores in England and locally, 

2. The total value of the stores so purchased amounted to Rs. 2,96,441, 
This sum is made up as follows :— 


Rs. 
(a) Cost of stores obtained though the Secretary of State «+ =1,56,843 
(6) Cost of stores locally purehased— 5 : 
3. 
(‘) Of European manufacture - 92,270 


(#) Of Indian manufacture from imported material 47,328 
—— 139,598 


2,96,441 





3. The principal items of the stores obtained though the Secretary of 
State were the following :— 


Rs. 

Steel joists as és re we 69,413 
Tron and steel T's, L’s, flats, round, channel, eto. «. 57,857 
Portland cement ft mes oe eo. 15,906 
Steam Road-roller. .., FF Re ww. = 781 
Paints ne ony ye «. — 4,888 
Plate glass as es ae we 4,120 } 
Gi Tiles can Pole ae ee 2,618 
Miscellaneous nes ne eae we = 6,415 

1,56,843 


None of the above articles could have been entirely manufactured in India, 





. 4, Of stores of European manufacture locally purchased on the score of 
urgency the following is a detailed list :-— 





Rs. 
Steel joists eee eos one « 81,542 
T’s, L’s, channels and flats eee gee «. 85,934 
Corrugated-iron sheets ... re tee wee 4,292 
Galvanized-iron pipes ... ban one we = 4,841 
Portland cement ae oe ons sac) 8/000. 
Bilicate paint eee fac 4a tor ASB 
Fencing eee tee aes tee), -ghB0 
Mansfield gas apparatus «ee wee ». 1,680 
‘Thresh’s Steam disinfectors see one ve = 8,218 

92,270 


Taking India Office prices and adding freight and incidental charges the 
cost of these articles if purchased through the Secretary of State is estimated at 
Rs. 73,098; the estimated loss to Government being 26°22 per cent. against a 
corresponding figure of 22:21 per cent. in the previous year. 

5. The total value of stores locally manufactured from imported material, 
or substituted for stores formerly imported shows a slight increase over the 
figure of the previous year, being Rs. 47,328 against Rs, 38,726. The items 
making up this total are— 


Rs. 
Wrought-iron roof trusses toe eee ve 18,068 
Ditto  Bridge-girders eee ooo e. 7,500 
Ditto Record racks was eee ++» 10,008 
Ditto Well curbs bar tse «- 8,848 
Cast-iron columns a aah +. 6,689 
Do. pipes sie saa vee = «1,284 
Do. grills eee oes ve =, 784 
Pile shoes, and bolts and nuts 243 oye ewe 2,644 
Raw Linseed oil dey age +. 1,058 
47,328 
ee 


6. The policy prescribed in Resolution No, 14268.R., of the 25th March 
1895, by the Government of India, continues to receive the attention of the 
Local Government, ; 

Orpvrer,—Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be published in the Supple- 
ment to the next issue of the Calcutta Gazette. 

Ordered, also, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce; the Calcutta Trades’ Association; and the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce. 


By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


D. JOSCELYNE, 
Sery. to the Govt, of Bengal. 





LIBERALITY OF BABU KANAI LAL BOGLA. 


No. 641T.—M_, dated Darjeeling, the 9th November 1899. 


From—E. N. Baxer, Esa., Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Municipal Dept., 
To—The Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1499D., dated 
the 19th October 1899, in which you report that Babu Kanai Lal Bogla, of the 
firm of Messrs, Mongnyram Kanai Lal, of Calcutta, has given a,donation of 
Rs. 25,000 through Rai Kailas Chandra Bose Bahadur, of Calcutta, for im- 

roving the accommodation at Puri for pilgrims visiting the shrine of J: aggernath, 
Fou state that the donor desires the money to be spent under your direction, 
and that you will shortly inform Government how you propose to spend the 
money. You suggest that in the meantime his liberality may be suitably 
acknowledged in the Calcutta Gazette, 

2. In reply, I am desired to request that the thanks of the Lieutenant- 
Governor may be conveyed to the donor for his liberality and public spirit, 
and that proposals for the disposal of the money may be sabenitse to Govern- 
ment for sanction before any expenditure is sachs 


8, The correspondence will be published in the Calcutta Gazette, 








WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, si iwsi—~*s 





For the week ending the 13th November 1899. 


Burdwan.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Condition of aman paddy and sugarcane 


good. Sowing of radi crops continues. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water suffi- 
cient. Common rice sells as follows :—- 


8rs. 
Sadar eee vee oils a ' 
Kalna soe ove eae 13 
Katwa iat Sen yee 16 ¢ Per rupes: |, 
Raniganj eee “eee ane 14 


Birbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Aman romising. Tarvesting of aus and 
sowing of rabi continue: Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers 
per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Bankura.—No rain. Weather fair and seasonable. Harvesting of nuan paddy 
continues, Sowing of radi continues. Winter rice and other standing crops doing weli. 
Sporadic cases of cow-pox reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice 
16 seers per rupee at Bankura and 15 seers 10 chitaks at Vishnupur. 


Midnapore.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospecte of winter rice good. Rah: 


crops being sown, Oattle-disease reported from Salboni and Gahbeta. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. ch, 
Sadar cae bee ous 16 0 
Contai coat Sam ee lb 8 
Vamluk as Noe coy tA: VBL Lf POE TEP BOs 
Ghatal soe wd a 1 0 


Hooghly.—No rain. Prospects of aman and rabi crops good. Common rice sells at 
14 seers per rupee. 


Howrah.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Aman doing well, Sowing of rabi still 
continues, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—No rain. Wonther seasonable. Prospects of cro ae Sowing of 
noed. 0 


rabi crops going on. Harvesting of aman on high lands comme cattle-djsease, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— . 
Sra eh. 
pice oe rR =e 12 0 
arasat ose Ges wae 15 0 
Basirhat eet Ly aoe co OTE ee ToRee: 
Diamond Harbour : aS ans 12 18 


Nadia.—No rain. Wenathor seasonable. Prospects of aman favourable. Kalai and 


sugarcane doing well. Sowing of rade still continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Price 
of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of aman favourable, Kalai 


doing well. Sowing of rat continues, No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells as follows: —~ 


Srs, 
Redlae woe oo vee 14 3 
angipur Zs wee a 144 rupee. 
Kana, oe wee eee 173 . am sia 


Jessore.—No rain. Weather seasonable : fine, clear and col Sowing of rabi crops 


going on. Prospects of aman paddy good. No cattle-diseaso reported. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :-— 


Sra. 
Sadar a + eee ee 15 to 18 
aoe bie oan aie 18 | 
agura oo oe oe | 17 r rupee. 
Narail peo. aoe we 16 oe me ‘ 
Bangaon bee ob oes #1640 17-5 


Khulna.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Prospects of aman continue favourable. 


Cultivation of lands for the radi crops going on. Fodder and water sufficient,. Common rice 
sells as follows :— f 
Sts. 


Sadar woe ore ory 164 


ree by tat Amy tae) pe rupee, 


one oo vee 14 


. 





Rajshahi—No rain. Weather seasonable. Standin, crops doing well, No cattle- 
disease. Fodder and water plentiful. Oommon rice sells at 174 seers Wy 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather nol. Standing crops good. Cattle-disease 
reported from Bunshihari. Fodder and water plentiful. Common rice 16 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Haimanti paddy is in excellent con- 
dition. Transplantation of tobacco and sowing of mustard commenced. Common rice sells 
at 14} seers per rupee, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Darjeeling.—No rain, Weather soasonable. Hills—Haimanti paddy, bara marua, 
kalai, phaphar, wheat, barley and tori are progressing. Terai—Haimaati paddy, potatoes, and 
mustard are doing well. . Coarse rice sells as follows :— 

* Srs. 


ee eee see Ad 9 
me ey faerame 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 20 soers and at Kalimpong 82 soers per rupee, 


Rangpur.—No rain. Rabi crops are being sown. Prospects of crops gobd.. Common 
rice selling at 164 seers per rupge. Fodder and water sufficient.  Cattle-disease prevailing 
in Nilphamari. ‘ . 

Bogra.—No rain. Prospects of crops good. Cultivation of rabi crops going on. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Qommon rice selling at 18 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—No rain. Weather fino and cool. Prospects of crops good. Price of common 
rice 14 seers 11 chitaks per rupes. 


Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather soasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. 


Harvesting of paddy going on. Folder available. No cattle-disease. Prico of common 
rice stationary. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar sa ius eee 18 
Tangail ve ive vob kB. el 
Netrokona ea ae ‘ae 17 per rupee. 
Kishorganj oes tee oe 17 
Jamalpur ise tee we =: 16 


Backergunge —Rainfall nil. Weather seasonablo, « Prospects of crops fair. Common 
rice sells at 14 seers per rupee, 


Faridpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. State and prospects of crops generally 
good. Common rice sells at 15 seers per rupee, 


Tippera.—No rain. Weather seasonably cool. Aman paddy doing well. Pulses bein 
harvested. Lands being prepared for spring crops. Average price of pe Bie rice 17 pore 
per rupee. 3 

Noakhali.—No rain. P. of vin good. Cultivation of land for ‘ai crops 
going on. ‘Treatment of eattle-disease at O galnaya continues. The disease at Senbag 
abated, Fodder aud water good. Common rice (aman) 16 seers and (aus) 18 seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall -02, Prospects of crops good. Water and fodder sufficient, 
Common rice 15 seers per rupee. 

Patna.—No rain. Prospects of paddy fair. Sowing of abi still continyes. Weoding 
of rabi commenced in many places. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water for 
cattle plentiful. Common rice in Patna sells at 17 seers per rupee. 

Gaya.—No rain. Early paddy being harvested. Rabi and being sown. 
Conan selling at 15 seers per rupee, ie: : 

, , Shahabad.—Rainfall nil. Radi being sown. Padd tly died out for want of rain. 
Fodder and water abundant. Seventy-five cases of My weed in Sasaram. Oommon 
Tice at Sadar 12 seers per rupee. 

Saran.—No rain. Weather seasonable. . Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Average prices are—Common rice 13 seers 2 chitaks and makai 14 seers 
1 chitak per rupee. 

Champaran.—No rain. Winter rice maturing. Prospoots moderate. Rabi sowing still 
Paning and germinating well. Poppy sowing progressing, although retarded by heat. 

of common rice 144 seers and maize 16} seers per rupee, 


‘ 
, 








.—Rainfall nil. Rabi sowin od. Prices are— 


Muzaffarpur. in progress. Prospects ge 
Common rice 124 seers, wheat 134 seers, ba: ype makai 16 seers, gram 14 seers, 
rahar 14} seers, and marua 20 seers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Weather temperate, Prospects of standing crops good. Rabi 


sowings going on. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Qommon rice 
sells as follows :— 


Srs. ch. 
Sadar Nee aes ea ll 4 j 
Samastipur ne on one 14 rupee. 
Madhutani pat vf “ay 13 18 srs 


Monghyr.—No rain. Weather seasonable. ali sowings continue. Prospects of 
standing crops fair. Oommon rice sells as follows:— 


Srs. 
Mongtas ee oe ooo 123 
eguserai <e oa de 12 | rer ; 
Jamui seo na. ab ntti 


Bhagalpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Winter rice in ear and doing well. 
Rabi sowings coatinue. Cattle-disease all over the district. Fodder and water sufficient, 
Prices of common rice are as*follows:— 


Srs, ch. 
ee Ws Se “| 15 2 
Su aoa aes sad 18 0 
Madhipure as ns id 13 | 
Banka - 12 18 


Purnea.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of, aghani rice good. Rabi 
sowings commenced. No eattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common 
rice sells as follows :— 

Srs. 
Sadar sugnitoe oes vee 


16 
Kishanganj | is ae val, aya; Eecrapee. 


Malda.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Sowing of rabi crops going on. Pros. 
pects of standing crops good. Fodder and woter sufficient, No cattlo-discase, Coarse rico 
selling at 16 seers per rupee. 


Sonthal Parganas.—No rain. Prospects of crops very good. Ontting of padd has 
begun, Oattle-disease reported from Bajmabal, Average price of oomuthen Ae 18 ae 
6 chitaks and Indian-corn 19 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Layhu sarad ripening and being 


in places, Guru sarad in ear. Arhar and sugarcane growing. Condition of cattle ly 
good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
8rs, ch. 
Outtack eee aes Reade | bie d 
Jajpur hares oes Pri | aia | 
Kendrapara eee oe eee 19.12 BO TEpee. 
Banki wee to oe A" 0.-% 


Balasore.—Rainfall nil. Saradin ear. .Asu being harvested. Sowing of rabi crops 
gamed — ote Rice poor is be seers por — -" Le interior, and at 16 and 
18 seers per ru re respectively. disease reported from 
Basudevpur and i eas Circles. Fodder and water sulfcient, 


Angul.—No rain. Paddy in car and in some places /aghu padd: ripening. Gather- 
ing of dii commenced, Other rabi sowings completed. ran ~ sete Sugarcane 
doing well. More rain wanted for radi. Fodder sufficient. Qommon rice sells at 16 soers 
per rupee at Angul and 8} seers at Bisipara, 


Puri.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Laghu sarad being harvested. Bara saradin 


flower. Kulthi, bir’, and other pulees thriving, Sugarcane being pressed. Fodder and water 
-waflciont, : Qommioe lee salle ps Sollows:—- © . 


Brs, ch. 
wa eee eee one a ; 
Interior of district... vi prea t watt | me : 


© age discontinued except in Satpara and Malud, which have been opened quite 


Hazaribagh.—No rain. Weath y i tig 
 Gomnate cov elu sh 1k meee ote seasonable, Harvesting of rico in progress. 





wine RaMchi-—Rainfal ni Weather sonsoasble. Harvesting of winter rice continues. 
Rico: at Ranchi 10 seers, and in tho ior seers rupee. No cattle-disease. 
Fodder and water sufficient. <4 aia ° aa 


Palamau.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rain urgently required for rabi sowing. 
Prices at Sadar are—Common rice 11 seers 5 chitaks, barley 15 seers 12 chitaks, makai 13 
seers 8 chitaks, gram 14 soors 10 chitaks, marua 16 seors 14 chitaks, wheat 11 seers 5 chitaks 
and mahua 33 seers 12 chitaks per rupee. Oattle-disease reported from a fow places. 
Fodder and water sufficient. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall nil. ‘Weather scasonable. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rico an 
average crop. Rabi crops promise well. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Purulia, 
Topchanchi, and Tundi. Wodder and water sufficient. Average price of common rice at 

ar 13} seers and at Gobindpur 12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. . 


Singhbhum.—No rain. Rabi crop needs rain, Rice sells at 12 seers on tho railway 
line hat, 18 seers in Chaibassa; average prioe in district, 16 seors 5 chitaks per rupee. 


General Summary.—No rain has been during the week except a slight 
shower in Ohittagong. The general prospects of the crops continue practically the same as 
in the previous week. The rice crop/is maturing, and on the high lands the harvesting has 
begun in some districts. The sowing of the spring crops is going on except in some parts of 
the Chota N: agpur Division, where it is retarded for want of rain. The rabi crops in Angul 
are also in need of some more rain. The test-works in Puri have been discontinued except 
thoso at Satpara and Malud, which have been opened quite recently. No important reg, 
in the price of common rico is reported except at Bisipara in Angul, where it rose from 12 
to 8} seers a rupee. Cattle-disease is reported froma fow districts, Fodder is every- 
where plentiful. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
é F, A. SLACK, 


' Of. Secretary to the Govt. o al. 
-Revenve Department, “i 7 siti 


The 14th November 1899, 
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(\o4-Parganas =» | Saugor Island ,,,| 90°020 | 20°762 | 20-998 | 29°808 | +046 

|| vateutie oo» | Caloutta ve | 30°OSL | 29°25 | 20°888 | g9"905 | +°048 

| Nadie «| Krishnagar ., | 90°05 | 29°800 | 29917) 9914) — 
Murshidabad 4. «| Berhampore .., | 29°088 | 90°76 | 29°888 | 20°904 | +037 

| Jussore = | Tossore w» | 29°998 | gor7o1 | 20°23 | 29°90 | +7043 

U kholne Pas sso 

(! Rajehahi ww» | Rampur Boalia | 20°988 | 29°755 | 20°880 | g9°890 | +"046 | Nes?W 53 | 91°6| 641 | 86-9) 737 |. B03 
| Dinajpur ww ws | Dinajpur | 29°989 | 20°764 | 29°849 | go-920 | +°065 | N4s°H 72 | 913! sos] 807} 79°0| m4 
Jalpsigurt we ve | Jalpaiguri —.,, | 20°800 | g9°555 | 29°869 | 29916 | +°040 | Noo 45 | 90%) G41] sc9 | oe] 7 
Darjecling www | Darjeoling —. | 28184 g2°g71 | 23000 | ‘— | +042 | NewH 80 | G72 | 43° | Gis} 488) 859 
Cooch Behar .. +» | Cooch Behar | 20°80 | 29-720 | 29°818) 20096) — 888° 8 3¢| 909 | ose] e567) m4! tH0 
Rangpar ws | Rangpur, | 29°027 | 20725 | 20842] 20-992 | +047 | 870°E 45 | 992) 17] g70| 718 | 04 
Hogra wow | Bogra | 29°972 | 29°763 | 20°891 | 20906) — = on 902] 65°2 | s5°9| 790] 705 
Pabna wo | Strajganj —_,,, | 20°89 | 20°7M5 | 20808 | 20'898 | +°036 | 82°W 33 | 80'S) 658] s50| 73:9] m9 
Dacoa ww | Navayanganj .,.| 302012 | 20°756| 29°93: | 20°005 | +051) B 92 | 90°2| 692) B66) 76) si 
Mymensingh 4. «| Mymonsimgh ,,,} 2°978 | 29°735 | 20°86 | go-07 | +°052 | Nasek 6| 87) tl esr) PF |) 

= ews | Faridpur —,,, | 90°007 | 29-736 | go-ms | e912) +7087] sieH] 40] 91°3| o'0 | go | 74) 801) | 
Backergunge | Barisal w, | 30°080 | 29°789 | 20°46 | 29°04] +7009 | NIIR 30 | 91°3| 666] 862} 744] 809 
Tippera wee | Comilln «| 29°987 | g0°791 | 20°921 | 29°008] — | ss0°H 86} 923) 669] 879) 734) HT) | 

2 | Nowkhali wwe | Nonkhali —_,,, | 80°000 | 20752 | goo1e | 29006) — | N27°E 66 | 80°7 | 626} g5-5| mp} 787) | 
Chittagong a. wws | Ohittagong —,, | 20°42 | 20°76 | soveca | g0'9c0 | +7035 | Nose! * gy} 90°5| 652| seo} ry:2| WY), 
Chittagong Hill Tracte a 
vatoe «| Bankipore — ,,, | 29°87 | 99°677 | 90°71 |, 29°010 | +7038 | Sa0°H 76 | 93°5| 623) sos! Tay] S|) 
Gays oo sewn | OO w, | 29°680 | 20°98 | go'079| 29016 | +046 | BITR 70 | 974) O17 | 925) Gos] Slt 

(|Penri aw 29°708 | 20°486 | 29°57 | 20°01 | +"080 | S24°WW 64 | 963/ 620] ors) Gos | 89) 
Shahabad wf | Buxar sw» | 20°805 | 20°685 | Q9°986 | 29°883.) +"017 | S30°W 61 | 95°5| ors | ore) aps | B04 
U arran | 29°870 | 29001 | 29766] 20-00] — | 8H} 42! 00] 610] gia} ao) 02 

“| Maran ww | Chapra .. | 29°883 | 20°67] a9-709| 29:08] — | NesR|, » | 933] 616] S04) soe! 800 

| |caempns «« | Motihari —,,, | 29°850 | 20°625) go-7e6 | 2912) — | Nowe 42 | 92°0/ 57°9| 686) con) 789 

|| Muzaffarpur we wn Muzaffarpur ,,, | 29°807 | 20084 | 20779) 29918) — | 879°R 4] 91°7| 68 | see} 71) me 
Uvarbhbange =, ss, | Darbhanga —_,,, | 29°806 | 20°600 | g0°785 | 29°008 | +083 | 879°R 46 | 91°3| 639] e756] 720] S02 
Monghyr owe soeve i; 

= «| Bhagalpar — ,,, | 20°888 | 29°706 | 20°791 
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- SUMMA } j af 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 

TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 1899. , 
Wearuer during the greater part of October was of the kind usual at the end of the 
monsoon season with pressure above the normal and northerly winds fairly frequent and 
continuous, especially in the eastern districts. Temperature differed but little from the 
normal, and the sf was generally cloudless or lightly clouded with an almost entire absence 

y, 





of rainfall, the only exception being fairly numerous light showers in North Bengal. [n 

the western districts exceptionally dry weather prevailed, so that over a wide area, including 

Chota Nagpur and the greater part of Bihar, the rainfall for the month is largely below the 

normal. On an average for these ..,gvo divisions only 34 per cent. of the fall usual in 
» October was received,. 

There were two occasions of disturbed weather which continued for about three days 
each time. The first was in the middle of the month, the second towards the end. On both 
occasions the disturbance was due to a depression which began in the south of the Bay, 
and moving, as has been almost.invariably the case, during the present monsoon season, in a 
north-easterly direction, passed over Southern and Hastern Bengal. Cloudy rainy weather 
obtained over a great part of the province, and heavy rain fell over considerable tracts of 

“country, chiefly in Orissa, Hast Bengal, and Arakan. 

The first of these depressions appeared off the coast of the Circars on tho 14th, 
and moving almost parallel to the coast line was in the north-west angle of the Bay on the 
morning of the 15th, and in Hast Bengal on the 16th, after which it rapidly filled up. 

The second began about a week later in the extreme south-west of the Bay, where it 
caused squally weather ani places very heavy rainfall for two or three days. On two 
consecutive days Negapatam reported 11 inches each day, and the total fall at that station due 
to the disturbance was about 25 inches. The depression moved slowly northwards, and 
appears, when near the centre of the Buy to have become diffused and broken up into several 
smaller depressions, one of which approached the Bengal Coast on tie 27th and was over 
East Bengal on the 28th, A second, two or three days later, crossed the coast of the Circars 
as a disturbance of small extent and of less than average severity. ° 

During the week following the 22nd weather was disturbed over a wide area, and that 
it was squally or stormy over the Bay was shown by the strong winds at Jiamond Island, 
where velocities of close on 20 miles an hour continued from the 26th to the 30th. 

The squally weather was not marked in the north of the Bay, but more or less heavy 
rain foll over the greater part of the province, and the heavy falls continued between Chitta- 
gong and Akyab for two or three days. ‘ ; 

In both of these storms the most marked feature was the absence of stormy weather in 
the north of the Bay and the very heavy rainfall which was irregularly distributed with 
regard to the area immediately affected by the depression—a feature which it may be , 

., Temembered was noticeable in the case of the previous disturbance which caused ‘the heavy 
* rainfall in the Darjeeling Hills towards the end of September. 

In consequence of the continued tendency for the cyclonic disturbances to move towards 
the north or north-east, the distribution of rainfall has been more irregular than usual in 
October. Over a great part of Chota Nagpur ‘less than 1 inch fell, and the average for 
the whole division wag a as cet with the normal fall of 2°94 inches. Over a 
great part of the west of Bihar falls were less than half an inch, and only a few stations in 
any part of the division received more than 1 inch. These were mostly in the Hajipur and 
Tajpur districts, where heavy falls of more than 2 inches were almost general on the 28th. 
The average fall for the whole of Bihar for the month was slightly under 1 inch and about 

’ one-third of the normal fall. 

Towards the south-east amounts increased considerably, especially in East Bengal, in 
the southern part of which they varied from 10 to more than 25 inches. Patuakhali in 
Backergunge received 22 inches, Bauphal 26, Noakhali 19, Oox’s Bazar 27, Chittagong 24, 
Kutubcia 28, Satkanya 21, and Fenod 24. In the north-east also heavy rain fell, the 
heaviest being 19 inches at Baxa and 14 inches at Bhagatpur. 

- At the beginning of the month the pressure distribution was still of the south-west 
monsoon type with readings highest in tho south-east of the Bay and lowest in the wost. of 
Bihar, the excess being greater over the Bay than at inland stations. Winds were light 
and variable and temperature differed by only small amounts from the normal. A rise 
of pressure which had begun on the Ist sh Mears for some days, and by the 8rd a reversal 
of the gradient resulted with highest pressure in “Assam and lowest in Madras. This — 
arrangement was modified by a brisk fall on the 5th, but it was for a short time only, as 
readings were Be highest in Assam on the 7th. From that date onwards the distribution 
underwent small changes, except during the two periods of unsettled weather. At. times 
pressure was low in the west of Bihar, and winds were not unfrequently southerly or south- 
easterly in the western and central districts. Owing to the same causo winds were more 
variable than usual in North Bengal, and with the Fem of winds occasional light showers 
fell ; but generally throughout the first-half of the month fine settled weather with variable 
or light variable winds prevailed, with temperature at times about 2° above the normal. 

._ Qn the 18th pressure began to fall over the south of the Bay, and winds which were 
increasing in strength became more dw, suai cyclonic at the coast stations. On the follow- 

“pf & shallow depression of extent was near Yimgereiat: at which pressure ' 

en "18 inch, but the greatest defect was only -07 inch, and wind velocity was above 20 













an hour at that station oe The depression moved rapidly north-eastward 
without intensifying and mgr little influence on the general atmospheric conditions, 
except that very heavy rain fell in tho coast districts. Between the 14th and 15th 
at 8 a.m. Outtack received 11 inches, and Puri, False Point, Balasore, and Saugor Island 
about 5. The fall of pressure in the north-west of the Bay was ‘16 inch, but the 
difference from the normal was still only about *1 inch. On the 16th the depression was 
in East Bengal, and general rain had fallen in Bengal Proper, but nono of the falls were 
heavy, exoept at Noakhali, which received 8 inches: The next heaviest fall was 3 inches 
at Barisal. With the filling = of the depression rainfall ceased almost immediately, very 
little being reported on the 17th. 
While weather was disturbed, very low day tempegatures were recorded owing to the 
heavy cloud and ral rainfall, ‘The mean defect on the 16th vari 1 from 2° in Bihar to 
11° in the central districts, and was very little under 10° at any of the stations in Bengal 





_ ah the 17th cool weather conditions obtained for some days, Pressure was highest 
in the north of the province and above 30 inches; and it*steadily diminished towards the 
south of the Bay with general light northerly winds. - 

The second disturbance began in the south-west of the Bay on the 22nd, gnd at Sam. . 
on the morning of the 23rd was causing unsettled weather with squalls of some force in that 
area, the station most affected being Negapatam, As the depression moved northwards and 
broke up before reaching the coast, the land observations give little or no information regard 
ing its development during the earlier days of its existenco—betweon the 22nd and 26th. 
The main feature while it was in the neighbourhood of the Madras coast was the heavy 
rainfall, especially at Negapatam, which received about 25 inches; tind it is possible that this 
remained the most important feature throughout its movement northwards. But the strong 
winds at Diamond Island between the 26th and 30th show that squally or stormy weather 
probably prevailed for some days in the south and south-east of the Bay. 

Only a small shallow depression reached the north of the Bay, and crossed the coast 
between Saugor Island and Chittagong on the 27th, but the weather in Bengal was 
disturbed over a much wider area than is usual with a depression of such depth and extent, 
rainfall being reported in greater or less baat from all stations, except a few in Chota 
Nagpur. e heaviest falls occurred in the extreme south-east of the province on the 28th, 
Barisal receiving 6, Noakhali 5, and Chittagong 4; and general rainfall moderate to 
heavy in amount continued for some time in Arakan and Assam. The most notable circum- 
stance was the continuous rainfall at Ohittagong, which received 1:28 inches on the 27th, 
2°83 on the 28th, 5:58 on the 29th, and 4°62 on the 30th, a total of more than 14 inches, 
A second Lipeastade 4 circumstance was the general and in places heavy rainfall in Bihar, 
where there is usually dry cloudless weather when depressions move in a north-easterly 
direction from the Bay. 

After the shallow depression filled up on the 28th, weather recovered more slowly than 
is usual in similar cases at the end of October, when the transition period between cyclonic 
and fine cool weather is very short. The sky remained cloudy, and, as already noted, heay 
rainfall continued in the east, but by the end of the month rainfall had entirely coased, 
and northerly winds with low temperature were becoming general. 

Pressure was generally above the normal during the early part of the month; and 
as both the depressions of the month were shallow, there was no occasion of very low 
pressure. In consequence the average pressure for the month is above the normal by 
considerable amounts. Pxcess varies ‘06 inch in the south of Assam and the adjacent 
part of East Bengal to ‘04 inch in the west of Bihar. The greatest defect was -15 inch on 
the 16th, when the first depression was over East Bengal. 

Temperature.—As wa) hese was more frequent and continuous during the latter 
half of the month in Bengal Proper than in the western districts, there is a considerable 
difference in maximum temperature in the west as compared with the east of the province. 
In the west of Bihar and Chota Nagpur, that is, in the area of deficient rainfall, there 
was an oom, excess in day temperatures of about 8°, and at some stations of nearly 4°. 
In the central districts maximum temperature was about normal, and in the east there 
was defect of 1° to 2°. 

Minimum temperature shows a reverse arrangement, there being a small excess in the 
east and defect of 1° to 2° in the west. 

The mean temperature for the month is in consequence very nearly normal, only a few 

* stations showing a difference of more than 1°. 

Rainfal.— With the exception of a few light scattered showers, chiefly in North Bengal, 
no rain fell during the month, except at the times of disturbed weather, on the 15th and 16th 
and on the 27th and 28th. On these dates it was general over a great part of the province, 
but the falls were light, except in the eastern districts and Orissa, moro particularly in Hast 
7m and the extreme north-east of North Bengal, where they were considerably in excess 

@ normal. 

On an average for the larger divisions of the province, Bihar and Chota N ur 

34 al cent. of the normal fall of about 8 inches, North Bengal 68 per oi, 
ani th-West Bengal 90 per cent. In Orissa the average fall was 47 per cent. in excess 
in East Bengal 94 per cent. 

| ___ The following table gives a comparison between the actual monthly and total rainfall 

tea normal rainfall of the province up to the end of October in the same form as has 


_ een employed in the previous monthly abstracts of the prosent year. Tho figures represent 














The cetiger J table gives full data for the comparison of the actual and normal rainfall 
of the month of October in all districts of the Province. The first column gives the average 
district rainfall as determined from the rainfall observations of the past 26 years; the second 
column gives the actual district rainfall as determined from the actual weighted rainfall of 
the month at the reporting stations in the district ; the third column expresses the ratio of 
the actual district rainfall to the normal as a percentage; and the fourth the same informa- 
tion ina slightly different form :— , ' 


Percentage Table for October 1899. 
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Saran “ 3°46 046 — 87 
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* Daltonganj and Purulia not included, 


Merxoro.ocicaL Orrics, Benoat, C. Larriz, 
rag November 1899. Deloorologiex Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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‘ Inches. 


Tho mean pressure of the seven days ane 29°927 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24° years, Surveyor-Gon 3 


ove ove oss on new wie 2°005 
' The total number of hours of bright sunshine... eee i em 62'1 
_, The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine es as ies 77-9 
i M 
| The mean temperature of the seven days bee | 
a The average temperature of the corresponding period tor 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office tos toe ss 771 
The extreme Variation of temperature oi a ts bes 24:0 
The maximum temperature x) 0 Nee han RO 84°2 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... os see wad iO. 
j °) 
The ‘ava page sage idity © f th ding’ iod for 24 a 
“a e average relative humi 0 e correspon "per years, 
Rapin Surveyor-General’s Office _.., see oe oo 74 
| ‘The total fall of rain from 5th to 11th November 1899 _,. “Nar 
e aneen fall of the Sueseepenting period for = years, Surveyor-General’s 
{lice sew tee eee 0°39 
The total fall from Ist January to 11th November 1899... 71:95 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


The mean pressure, temperature, &., are deduced from tho traces of the Barograpl: and stint h. 
The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. Fal the 
ee thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
ae They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
| 1G 
ee mg arial readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No. 86, 
iene at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from tees ILL, IV, and V of the eee tables computed in 
_ the Meteorological Office, and based on 
‘The directions and the movement t of 
‘The mouth of the ranegango eau fot above the ground 
2, dew; = =, fog. 
oLocioat Orricx, Govt. or Inpia, 
the 13th November 1899. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory 
5th to 11th November 1899. 
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| The mean pressure of the seven days ws Fs ay dap 29-927 
fee The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
33 Office eee * os eae ‘a ae 29°985 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... soe Ne nica 62'1 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine « one is 77-9 
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The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office “és ai sae soe eas 71 
The extreme variation of temperature ab ane Pi Kes 24-0 
The maximum temperature eee a ioe tee eve) — 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... ee ue mf 10. 
“i ° 
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Sy The mean pressure, temperature, &o., are deduced from the traces of the h and Therm h. 

te, The maximum and i as temperatures are obtained from snibeeaieeena pean song M7, the 

___ thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed . i 

ee - saliptingetal They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four fect 

| above the , 

Beet The Deroenstie- dpi are corrected approximately to those of the stand N ’3 No. 86 

pee. erly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. aie : apne? ee 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 

__ the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
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ave mouth of the Tale paces nace azind azo taken from the trace of a Beokley’s anomograph, 
 & dew; =, fog. 
Mormonotoctoat Orricr, Gov. or Iyp1a, G, W. Kuoutez, 3 / 
 Galeusta, the 13th November 1899. For Meteorologieal Reporter to the Govt. of India. 
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Vital Statistics of Towns in Bengat with a population of 20,000 and over during the month of September 1899. 
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CLROULAK AND EASTERN GANALS. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week. ending Saturday, the 11th af Ticeuian sae, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous fear. 
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i eae) one a: Paes Sia ides “.! 
Woolrew Gwen eateee oooene pore eeseas nee oe cates 
Wont and roge we Peony sonsee Bef pth 

> SA ae =n (Nd di MR (Fe : 
All other articles of merchandise 2,160 4,835 2,285 7748 7,120 628 mane 
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A. Hype Wottaston, 
Caxourra, the 1st November 1899. for Examiner of Accounts. 








EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 28th October 1899 on 1,710°53 






miles open, 











MBROMANDISE AND MINERAL 


Coachine TRavric, Taarric, 
































prt daowior ra Tota: 

Numberof | Coach Weight Pains. 0) Neb epsienan ad erchan- |, 

passengers. concen carried, Receipts. Oouching ain 
he 4 AP, Mons. 8, Re. a. P' Rs a.r.) Rs. a.r, 


(by (d) 

waffic for the week —,,, 289,047 | 3,87,087 12 0 48,37,189 30 | 10,192,813 10 0 
mile of railway .., sews wid stews ~ 2 1 8 

y provious 16} weeks pi half- + t § 

wm yan oan] By18A,9AS® | 62,49,251 1 0%) 6,84,81,199 OF'1,24,88,189 7 0 5,55,420 0 0 /1,80,92,810 8 0) 1,531,514 i 

ee | ra eel wm nlsom Tali ee Se oes 

Tota! for 17} weeks =, 5,474,200 | 65,86,918 13 0 | \7,82,68,388 $0 1,35,00,973 1 0|) 3,78,009 0 0 1,94,65,800 16 0] 1,628,872 | 92,800,003°| 4,499,505 

i certs ee et es 


22,689 0 0 | 13,783,490 6 0 97,358 
63 3 603 6 7 








— 












bs, — Biennial bate acces. 
OOMPARIBON. 
. /- 
corresponding week * ‘ or 
ions ar eel 300,008 | S.20,864 16 6 | 96,7088 0) 7,01,12018 0° 90,357 1 8| 10,82,08 15 9) 83,018 150,483 | 288,446, 
week of popplonsear we Abiesal 18 4 3 otene “ml 31 1115 0 605 4 caboose : 
a) for corresponding 17) 











af provious year 5,152,100) j's75,820 10 10 | 6,75,40,075 80 |1,22,61,704 15 6 $,48,287 16 1 /1,77,05,912 9 4) 4,576,115 2,050,020 | 8,296,068 





| 
crease is in passenger traffic from all the districts on the line. * 
Hl a iatene is chiefly in cowl traffic from all the colliery stutions, and in upward despatch of food-grains from almost all ithe principal stations 
line. 
ber of 318 and Rs, 8,182 
tome ae ¥ ” 2740 bon account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the weeks ended @nd — 
Deductod » 2.676) and 9th September 1899, 
Hiodited figures up to the week ended 9th September 1899, 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 4th November 1899 on 1,710°58 miles open. 










































lll 
Coacnine Trarric, | Mamcmaxpran axp i a TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILRS RUM. 
Other earnin, by 
Number ot | Coach Weight tated | mean ee | 
eigl i M is 
elaine nine carried, Receipts. Coaching. p thee Total, - a 
Ra, 4. "| ape 8. na y# 5 Rs. a. P, RBs. a. P. 
a a = 
traffle for the week en 278,382 | 9,61,549 12 47,56,846 0} 0,94,275 3 0) 26,018 0 0!| 18,81,897 15 0 98,746 © 
mile of railway .., a 2 6n propery 681 4 6B 4 80713 6. 
6 17} Weeks of half- 
ten! Bed” jeep oe a8, 5,474,200 | 55,86,318 13 0| 7,82,69,388 30 1,35,00,973 1 0) 3,78,0009 0 0 1,94,€6,300 14 0) 11,628,872 


Total for 18} weeks ,, 5,752,672 | 59,47,868 9 0 


| | ne | 


——$—$—$$.__ 
7,80,25,234 3) |1,44,95,218 4 0) 4,04,022 0 0 08,47,138 13 0] 1,727,618 
_ | a 








OomPaRison. 


for corresponding week 


yoar ... ae ase 285,282 8,567,929 11 6 41,10,019 20 $,41,001 910) 22,105 0 8 12,21,126 6 0 92,927 
mile of railway correspond- 
r ake previou ae eveens 209 610) assee 


8 year 2 42 1 | 12215 9 714 7 9 
corresponding 18 
of previous year owe 5,437,9824 | 65,33,759 6 4 7,16,50,508 30 |1,80,82,406 9 3 $,70,482 15 9 /1,80,87,038 15 





(a) The increase is chi (1) in coal traffic, both upwards and downwards, from vid Asansol, Jbaria, and Giridih ; . 
2) in lives-tock from Brace Bridge 1 Hall ; and (3) in food-grains from almost all been ng Gh | stations in loop, esa 

inapore and Allubabud districts ch efly to Agra Junction and Delhi and stations on B. B. and ©, I, Railway, 5 
TARKKSSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 28th October 1899 on 29°23 miles open. y fh 











Muromaxpise ayp Mineran 
Coacnine Trarrio, TRavyio. 






TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 











Other earni: Total 
(estimated). 


Rs, a. P. 
5,115 8 0 
230 








+ Dea, ber of passengers 1,500 and Rs, 300}On account of difference between the approximate and wudited figures forthe weeks ended 2nd, 
duditen Gf Umber 6,878 and or}. and oth 1809. 
~~ SS Aetirev up to be week ended 8th Septoniber ago, *"* "September 









Approximate Return of Traffic Sor the week ended 4th November 1899 un 22°23 mien pn 





























Coacuine Tuarrte, Nmowryeiine, AND MINERAL 


Oestimated)e 
oie 
Number of Coaching Receipts. 











spn 





Re, A. P. 
ph 
o7 2 


Rs, a, P. 
6,400 9 0 1 
246 15 10 line = 


Mos. 8. 
18,720 90 






Re. a.P. 


50 
(les toh 


74,687 10 0 















(a) 19,800 


103 0 0| 87,004 6 0| 19,748 175 | 





————— | —— —_—_—— 
> 
0 28 8 6,009 11 5 ‘1108 108 
i iy Saliva corseapond- 
of previous year , 089 27h 6 8) see enews 





correspo: 18} 
ws of previous yest’ i 


“wo 190 9 9| 86,064.11 10 | 20,280 1,78 
—_—_—_— : 
U (a) The decrease is in passenger tratlic from all stations 2n his line, chiefly to Howrah, 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ended 28th October 1899 on 162°24 miles open. 





MERCHANDISE AND MivERAL 
Coacntve TRa¥ric. ‘Taayvic. 


Number of Coacht Weight 
panengere: Seam plan Receipts. 





Ra. a. PB. Mbps. 8, Rs. a. B Rs, a. P. Re, a. PB. 
10,086 | 17,889 12 0 86,495 30] 12,871 10 0 06 0 0] 30,887 6 0 7,125 3,305 
ster 110 48 abi m5 5 066 DRA idiniw pan mi 


279,155* | 2,006,762 14 0 14,08,325 104) 1,94,625 8 0 1,084 0 0%) 4,62,472 6 0 714, 985§ 56,485§ 


296,281 | 9,846,652 10 0] 14,946,751 0 | 2,07,497 2 0 1,160 0 0 | 4,98,29918 0/ 122,110 59,850 


























17,5708 17,908 14 10 99,218 0 10,778 3 0 mos 28,754 11 1 7,408 3,533 ; 
denen 10 6 2 meee 06 611 068 73 8 stn 000 pared oe 
2,096,259 | 2,064,614 0 & 10,76,028 20 | 1,857,501 12 7 1,066 8 6| 423,272 56 5 124,608 54,159 | 1) 


re GOL and Ra, 1,275 ¥ 
deducted, Mila ag botwoon the approximate and audited figures for the weeks ended 2nd and 
oe 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Sar eirnn Return of Traffic for week ended 4th November 1399 on 162°24 miles open. 





Coacurna Traveic, | MERCHANDIs® Awp MinBRaL TPRavPIo TRAIN-MILES ROS. 





‘TRaPPIO, aa 
\ . | at (estimated), earnings, 
Qenching Weight carried.| Receipts. | Coaching. , 
Re AP Mone. || Rear Re. a. P. Rs. A, P, 
17,7 9 0 ; 
_ fo es] ee) ee 74 0| ral ae si 
2,946,652 10 0 “14,04,751 0 aonut 30 1,100 0 0} 4,038,209 12 0 122,110 | , 
* 
910,987 | 3,02,310 3 0|  16,16,055 10 | 225,45 0 0 1 0 0} 529,003 3 0 129,206 68,870 











16,733 | 27,858 5 0 96,786 30} 12,609 8 0 
aor 108 3 7 poe m16)] 078 186.12 9] sen 


312,902 | 2,82,172 6 4 11,72,815 10] 1,70,261 4 7 





















Mads. 31,003 ‘ or on are of difference between the approximate and audited figares for the weeks euler 


No, of ee Rs. St} on a 
ith September 1999, 


Andited Sgares up to the week ended 0th Biptember ity. . 


SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Tragic for week ended 4th November 1899 on 78'83 miles open. 





Coacutye Travrro, | MERCHANDISE AwD MinmRaL: TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
Other earnings Total ? 


i 
(estimated). earnings. 
Pearricds’ | Receipts. carried, | Recetpts. ome | Mee Tota 

















No, Rs. a. P, Mps. 8, Re. A PB. Ra. A. P. Rs. a B » 
Mic forthe week —.,,. 7,687 © 3,791 4 0] 35,053 20 ~ 8,082 10 0 woO°0 4008.16 0 
Muileofrailway ... .,. has 616 aethe 387 6 0 131 
wious 16) woeks of half-year| 161,206 73,195 3 0 | 4,060,854 20 96,925 5 0 
ee Sec eiee ett And A eetescrertntiaes an, (ws tres 


Total for 174 weeks ... | 188,849 76,086 7 0 | 4,85,908 0 





Comparison, 


Se correeporiding wook of 





ea ralway ing a ee TTT 
aad vrei we sa ar centaaa ‘tases SN Sr Wee en” Re BAe 
EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(txcvuptxe N.B., Dacca, K.«D., aNd Assam-Burat Seotions.) 
ui Approximate Keturn of Trafic and Mileage sor the week Pere 4th November 1899 on 834 mites open. 
ine ———— ——————EE 
ene 4 Coscarme TRavric, Marnowampien a0 Bravia (Othor onrnings,| — mopg) TRarvic TRAIN-MILES RUN, 


including —__—_— 
Weighvoarried.| Receipts. stcm-bon. | SMemInR Conchine,| Mersee | Total, 


Mops. 8. Re A. P.) Re, a. PL 


18/720 9 873,730 0 0 35,400 
10 oe i |, Sa 


2,96,205 © 0 | 56,568,207 0 0} 614,698 


_ 3,628,051 16,064,478 0 0 wT 0 v) oy 8,10,015 0 0 | 60,531,997 0 0} 649,153 
Phere 








19,02 0 0| 303,98 0 0| 34,s14 
100} #300] wu. 
8,898,400 | 14,72,570 0 0| 1,70,48,101 0 | 90,08,679 0 0 | 320,983 0 0 |64,08,298 0 0| 617,709 





Number of 
Pussenge: 


rh. 


Lode 0 130 
“783,300 0 0 wy 


7,74 00 
900 
1,25,820°0 0 








* Audited up to 9th September 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ KALLWaY. 4 


Staelin Return of Traffic and Mileage Sor the week ended 4th. November 1899 on 54 miles open. 

















a: Ooacmine TRavvio, poe ape He Muwseat | TRAYPIC TRAIN-MILKS Kus, 
ABA _ \Other earnings, Total 
ne Satalitng otss including ferry,| earnings, : 
G erchan- 
passengers. receipus, curried. Revipts, Oonching. | "Ginn, | Total, 


























Rs, a. P, Mps. 8, Rs. a. P. 

900 0 0 10,250 0 680 0 0 
700 ‘wo 0 100 uae Ph 
61,526 13,876 0 0 78,007 0 4,300 0 0 12,273 | ‘Bh eue 
Cats! Siconeh ite ana plain icetaaas. 5 : 
ui 0 0 88,847 0 6,089 0 0 12,446 22,590 
Sa St DS SEED. ol ; 
wo} 
26 1a 


* Audited up to 9th September 1899, 


BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 


Approniaiate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 4th November 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 


OoacniIne Travric. amonaxpusn axp axp MineraL Ff 


Other "Total is 
eens - earnings. | earnings. | 
. asus aa 
peommpres, receipts, |Weight carried.) Receipts. Vonching. | “ise, | 





Rs. a. vr. Mops, 8, | Rs, a. Rs. a. P, Rs, a. P, 
410 0 0 7,980 0 510 0 0 130 0 0] 1,050 200 54 
woo). ‘ez 0 2100 500 300 ait veoeme 


7,568 0 0} . 1,294,822 0 7.010 0 0} © 868 0 0] 1601 0 0 3,047 11,018 
— —|——_ —_— —_—_ | ——_ 
7,973 0 0 1,32,302 0 8,120 0+ 8 0 0} 17,001 0 0 8,847 11,638 


ee saeene weet wets 


tees wore sere 


. . Fe wes ie 
My ballast a. se a Ta 
$ bullied up tous Sep ‘1899, 5 a De 


















a Approximate Return of Trafte and Uileage fob the wook ‘ 


ended 4th November 1890 on 33:18 miles open. 





Goacurxe Trayerc, | Manomawnran ann Minera " 
f= Ten ap rar 




















[dare Petia 

ng 
Number of Coaching Weight Roe: ferry, 
Passengers, Teoeipta, cared, pte. . 























Rs, A. P, Mops. s, Ra. A. P, Rs, a. P. Ra, 
wallie for the ‘weekil. \. 2,620 900 0 0 940 0 69 0 0 280 0 0 
eursstie ee en 79 bf 2100 pete 
eet ae 39,060 





1,386,680 0 18,142 0 0 1,470 0 0 26,545 0 0 
1,48,620 0 13,832 0 0 1,750 00 28,475 0 0 
————_ —_ 


——|——.. 









1200 0} ama 0 0 1700] 3106 0 0 
8390 OF” = 80 0 osdten 9 0 0 


77,001 0 7,925 0 0 1,885 0 0 17,598 0 a 


0 516 


2,775 9,696 
+ Tnoludes ballast train-miles 340, 


Audited up to 9th Septewber 1899, 
3 Broluding terry. fate 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, ; 


Approximate Return of Traffie and Miloage for the weok ended 28th October 1899 on 139 miles open, 


MBROMANDISE AND MINERAL | 
Coacurna Travrio, TRavric, 











Re. a. P. 


11,329 0 0 
3700 


513,960 | 1,998,981 0 0 
542,204 | 210,200 0 0 


Mos, s. Ra, a. Pv, Re a. P, 


502 0! 10,502 0 9 913 0 0 
oO 8 "0% | ™ $8 









28,334 
mile of rai} wet ee 8 
as 16 weeks of half- 
Yoart ar 






13,97,628 0] 1,55,179 0 0 
14,96,190 0 | 1,65,741 0 0 
















10,307 0 0 114,611 0/ 11,479 0 0 1,109 0 0 
8200 27 0 2 00 900 
ome 1,093,302 0") 12,81,300 0} 91,150 0 0 5,911 0 0] 2,90,493 0 0 





* Coaching trafic calculated on 180\miles only, 
t Audited up to week ending 16th September 1899, 


% SEGOWLIE-RAKSAUL BRANCH RAILWAY. 





> 5 (Worxsp ny rue B.-N,.W. Ratiway.) m 
? Approximate Return of Traffic for week ending 28th October 1899 on 18 miles open. 




















ea Ooacurxa Taaveic, | MERCHANDIax ann MixeRat ‘ Travric TRatn-mites RUN, 
en —___________________ | Other earnings Total 7 " 
* Receipt : . Merchan. pete: 
pire - Coaching, ‘deo. Total, 
Mos. Rs. Re Rs, 
mt 15 432 
teu 9°88 0°83 24°00 
3 1 4 96 
plas pimpin ames mie 
6,741 178 w 528 



























‘Approciainte Return of Toapt fort ew ig 5 lr 100 on: 1.085 miter open. 








Pee tearing Kt exon ortho ba ot Oiabr bing ince inthis wk net eran ant chin 


ase 
jai 6,908 mill Bratise of ‘tal pa pry em ‘siettba. 
* Stoo males of figures OP sc cralns rin on oped line, : 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 
ais Sci ese of Traffic for the week ending 4th Nooember 1899 on 1,035 miles open. 


* 


f 








MBROKADISE AYD Mixmnas |, 
TRAFFIC. 


‘DARJERLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Rs. P. 

Anna rte comaponding 28th October 1899 «sm 7,07 6 ° 
for. the corresponding of 1898 bee ane abe 00 

: wet ——-_ 
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Taayric TRAIN-MILES ROS. 





SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 








WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1899. 








OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


(Won-Subsoribers to the Gazerre may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on payment of Six Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post.) 
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The Canal Revenue Reports for 18£8-99, 


No. 1817.4, 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Accounts. 
Dated Caloutta, the 16th November 1899. 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap— . 


The Canal Revenue Reports for 1898-99 and the Chief Engineer’s note on the same. 


The Major Irrigation Works in Bengal are the Orissa, the 
Midnapore, the Hijili Tidal, and the Sone Canals. The first 22 graphs of 
this Resolution will deal with these four works by themselves. .The Minor 
hid oct in the Province are separately treated in paragraphs 23 to 31 
inclusive. 

2. The capital outlay on these Major Works was Rs. 39,019 during 1898- 
99 and Rs, 6,42,14,318* to end of the year. The total length of the canals. 
during the year remained the same as last year, viz.,748 miles. Of this length, 
495} miles were both for irrigation and nbn ard 2238 miles for irrigation - 
only, and 29 miles for navigation only, The length of distributaries was 2,616 

s, or 84 miles more than the previous year. The increase took place in the 
Orissa and Sone Circles. In Orissa the increase was 6} miles and in Sone 
2 miles. The total area irrigable was 1,370,366 acres. The difference compared 
with the area shown in the previous year was due to revised figures being given 
for the Orissa Canals. 


* Inclusive of indirect charges, amounting to Ks. 17,560,448, 






Faiet3 “ Z 


8. The total receipts 
working ex s to 
Rs, 3,22,026 less than in the previous 






_ 14,27,467, the net 









g Rs. 4,12,475, or 


year, but, compared with the average of 


the previous five years, it showed an increase of about one lakh of rupees, 


' 4. Tho results of the year’s berries 
the capital expenditure to date are exhibited 


Name oF Canat. 


Mason Works. 
Orissa Canals... 
M 








a -) 2,791 
idnapore Oanai” 4) Kae 487 2728732 273\080 | (=) 46, 
Hijilt dat Canal ne 26,15, 248 74,306 soo | te) ox" 

feta = (—S'di,os. | ae7sc0's0s | y0,rr'ane 0,08,043 | (¢) 4.0007 

POA i cll seco) LI keel sean 

otal for 1898.09 (+) 8,010 |” “642,14,318 | 38,30,008 | aaanaor 413,476 


and the results of all the four works for the 
previous ones are given in the following tabl 









PARTIOULARs, 

















or Works of Bengal and 


of the Maj 
lowitig table: — 


in the fo 













4,65,402 4,095,213 














year under review and the five 
e:— 



























Rs, Rs. Rs, : Rs. Re, 
Receipts from all eourcos (less re-|  16,05,008 | 35,a0,197 | asorira0 | ro,ne' bos 1153,440 | 18,3048 
Working, gupenses (including | 141,146 | 14,09,00 | 13,8400 | 19,00,707 14,88,984 | 14,97,467 
Soran ae via, ES a MSS ale (ES 
Obarnestforintereat ne ft atenems | aghtne | ghSSS50 | has ate stern | oseaners | stieats 
Deficit ...|93,98,017 | 493,87 | d5,7Lan0 [Teen 20,85,853 





The works rather more than 
revenue does not cover, and probabl 
charges ; the financial results, 
continue to improve, 

5. The statement below shows 
pore, and Sone Canals for the last ten 
in the case of the Sone Canals, the 
shown separately. The 
included under kharif:— 


area under the head 








y their working expenses, but the net 
y never will cover, the gross interest 


owever, are improving, and will, it is believed, 


the areas irrigated by the Orissa, Midna- 

years and the average rainfall. rie, 9 
rabi irrigation is too insignificant to 

Perennial is not extensive, and is 


Sonz Canats. 
. Midna- 
Yuan. a pote. |, Kharf All canals.| Rainfall, 
anal, Inclusive . 
; of hot Rabi, Total. 1 


Averago of previous five} 145,239 


4 |. 194,847 





















The total area irrigated during the year was 710,544 acres, as compared 
with 701,253 acres in 1897-98, mJ an rece of 630,489 acres duitage the 
previous five years. The progress of irrigation on the three largo irrigating 
works—the Orissa, Midnapore, and Sone Canals—fluctuates from year to year, 
but on the whole there is steady progress. Thus the average area irrigated by 
these works during the five years coding March 1889 was about 493,000 acres ; 
in the next five years the average was about 612,000 acres, and in the five 
years ending March 1899 it was about 666,000 acres. In the year of the 
famine, 1896-97, the area irrigated was over 805,000 acres. ‘This was a 
bumper year, but in the two years which followed it the area watered did 
not fall to its former level, but was over 700,000 acres in 1897-98, and over 
710,000 acres in 1898-99. This increase in the irrigated area shows that the 
people are realising more and more that the use of canal water both assures 
their crop and increases its outturn. 
Those advantages were very emphatically brought home to the people 

in the districts commanded by the Sone Canals in the famine year ‘of 1896-97, 
In those districts the unirrigated crops failed to a very large extent. This was 
not the case in the area irrigated by the canals. The canals saved from 
entire, or almost entire, destruction some 500,000 acres of rice crops, which 
at the rates prevailing in the famine year were worth at least 150 Jakhs of 
rupees to the people—a sum which is more than half the.entire capital cost of 
the canals. In audition to this, the radi crop, which was largely irrigated in 
that year, was worth about another 50 or G0 lakhs, It may be safely said that 
- the people in the irrigated tracts were wealthy. They had more than an 
abundant crop for their personal use, and were able to sell their surplus produce 
at high rates. These facts have not been forgotton, and the certainty of being 
able to mature a crop in a bad year and the certainty that in such a year the 
crops will carry an increased valuo is making the people keen to secure leases for 
their lands, so much so that there is no doubt that, in time, it will be possible . 
to materially enhance the water-rates on the Sone Canals at any rate. 

‘6. The areas of the principal crops irrigated during the year compared 
with those of the previous’ year were— 


Acres, Acres, 

Rice Ay oe +. 549,805 =”: 662,533 
Wheat ue wee RBOIE 21,690 
Barley dis Ss seo 921,927 15,866 
Sugarcane (as one crop) ... ee 81,749 26,607 
Total s+ 625,696 626,696 





Rice is irrigated by all the canals, but almost the whole of the wheat 
barley, and sugarcane crops were on the Sone Canals, 
7. The a pean made in collecting the canal revenue during the year 
ollo 








is shown in the following table :-— 
Cotigcrions Percent. | Percont- 
Demanp. (tvoxupiNe REMIssroNs), age of | age of 
current total 





collec. collec. 
tionon | tion on 

Arrear, | Current. | * Total. | Arrear. Current. current total 
’ demand. | demand. 


Canat. 












and this table shows other facts bearing on the matter of collections:— ae 








Rs, 

1888-89 | 6,59,883 | 5,79,088 | * 42,666 14,074 20,676 
1889-90 aa 5,79,983 5,09,188 80,282 20,592 26,550 
1890-91 ais 5,09,188 4,72,118 48,674 16,476 26,149 
1891-92 bee 4,72,113 4,04,120 $8,421 12,126 15,249 
1892-93 a: 4,04,120 2,26,174 61,576 11,168 12,117 
1893-94 | g9@174 | © 1,72,295 29,034 4,818 10,685 
1894-95 ne 1,72,285 77,498 14,367 4,815 281 
1895-96 mn 77,498 67,460 8,573 5,871 4,086 
1896-97 we 67,460 25,464 29,640 2,605 8,590 
1897-98 oc 25,464 5,657 11,881 1,249 2,368 
Average of previous : 

omc aa 1,13,766 69,663 18,699 3,772 5,792 
1898-9 a, 5,657 6,718 


The results which these two tables display are Lgeonige'd satisfactory. 
The marked decrease in the remission of late years shows that the assessments 
are more carefully made: the decrease in “irrecoverable items ” indicates more 
care in collection, and not improbably the absence of fraud: the decrease in 

‘the certificates is a striking proof both of improved administration in the 
collections and in the satisfaction of the people with the arrangements, while 
the fact that, in the Sone and Orissa Canals, the entire demand of the year 
has been collected is a result bearing evidence, not only to all these points, 
but to the good work done by the staff and to the good effects of the revised 
system which has been introduced and matured during the last five years. 

8. The collections made under Navigation (excluding miscellaneous navi- 
gation receipts and those of the transport services) are shown below for ° 
ten years :— 


i. se 
‘ " Hijili . Tollage 
Orissa |Midnapore : Sone Miles 8 
_— Canals. | Canal. ‘Tidal Canals. | Tl | open, | Pie. 

















1,86,317 





The receipts are Rs. 45,393 less than in the previous year. The decrease 
occurs on all canals except on those of the Sone, where the construction of 
the Mogulserai-Gaya Railway abnormally increased the receipts. The gross 
receipts are slightly in excess of the average of the previous five years. 
















9. The miscellaneous revenue amounted during the year to Rs. 89,272, 
as compared with Rs. $0,000 in the previous year : the average for the previous 
five years ending 1897-98 was Rs. 85,802. 

10, On the Orissa Canals the net capital outlay during the year 
amounted to Rs. 67,748. This was expended mainly on the restoratiou and 
improvement of the flood bank of the Kendrapara Canal between Marsaghai and 
Jumboo, and on the construction of permanent outlets, 

11. The receipts of the year aygregated ks, 4,65,492, as compared with 
Rs. 5,51,924 in 1897-98, and an average of Rs. 4,29,877 for the preceding five 
years. The decrease in the receipts, when compared with those of the previous 
year, was under all heads ot revenue. ‘The receipts from water-rates fell 
from Rs. 3,14,729 to Rs. 2,72,382, ‘This was mainly due to the smaller rabi 
irrigation of 1897-98, the demand for which fell due in the year under review, 
as compared with the year 1£96-7, when the area of rabt was larger than usual, 
The demand for thari/ was nearl y the same as in the previous year. 

12, The area irrigated during the year was 104,847 acres as compared 
with 195,602 acres in 1897-98. There was aslightincrease in the area of kharif 
irrigation and a similar decrease in the area vf rahi. ‘The domand for the year, 
including a small balance outstanding from the previous year, amounted to 
Rs. 2,783,855. Of this sum, Rs, 2,72,382 was realized and Rs. 1,473 remitted or. 
written off, leaving nothing in arrears at the close of the year. The number of - 
certificates issued was 686 as against 1,167 in the previous year. These 
were fully disposed of during the year. The full realization of the demand, 
together with the decrease in the number of certificates, is very satisfactory, 

13. Tho returns from navigation (tollage) were less by Rs, 2/,852 than in 
the previous year. This wasdue to a dull season in the export of rice from Orissa, 
and also to the returns of the previous yeur having ae temporarily raised 
by the carriage of materials for the railway works which haye heen under 
construction. : 

The transport service in the High Level Canal brought in Rs, 36,332 as 
against Rs. 47,110 in the year before. The service continued to be rofitable, 
but the competition of the railway has commenced to be felt, and thor the 
service will have to be withdrawn altogether from this canal. 

14. The working expenses amounted to Rs. 4,95,213 as compared with 
Res. 5,39,919 in 1897-98 and Rs. 4,95,743 in 1896-97. Rupees 14,300 were 
expended on works classed as extensions and improvements ‘I'he charges for 
maintenance were moderate, and the expenditure is regarded as normal for a 
year in which no exceptional repairs were required. 

15. The net result of the year’s working was a deficit on the revenue account 
of Rs, 29,721 as compared with a credit in the previous year of Rs. 12,005. In 
1897-95 the returns both from irrigation and navigation were above the normal. 
A further decline in the receipts from navigation must be looked for on the 
permanent opening of the railway, which will shortly take place, and returns, 
more than those of the year under review, can hardly be hoped for unless it is 
ultimately found possible to increase the water-rates, which it is certainly 
not possible to do at present. 

16. The Midnapore Canal was subjected on the 19th and 20th June 
1898 to an abnormal flood, which rose at Midnapore to a foot above any which 
had heen previously recorded. It did considerable damage to thejcanal, and for 
ashort time impeded the working of it. ‘The construction of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway had been advantageous to the canal revenues, as it brought traffic to it, 
‘but the opening of the line was disadvantageous, as it drew off a largo number 
of passengers and some goods, ‘The year consequently was not a good one for 
the canal. The receipts decreased from Rs. 2,74,037 to Rs. 2,28,732, and the 
expenditure rose from Rs 2,40,232 to Rey 2,73,980, causing a deficit of 
Rs. 45,248, against a profit of Ks. 33,805 in 1897-98. The Midnapore Canal 
has generally worked at a small profit, chowing a net revenue, during the last 
ten years, of an average of about Rs. 47,000. This is largely dependent 
on the navigation revenue, which is about half the total: the opening of 
the Bengal-Nagpur ltailway, almost parallel with the canal, must inevitably 
seriously prejudice its future. Already, in the year under review, the naviga- 
tion receipts fell from Rs. 1,832,235 in 1897-98 to Rs. 1,03 681 in 1893-99, 








although the railway was not completed, but the reduction was due to other 
causes as well, 

17. ‘I'he area under lease and the area irrigated on the Midnapore Canal 
increased slightly, although the rainfall was copious and favourable. 

The figures were 72,206 acres in 1597-98 and 74,901 acres in the follow- 
ing year. The increase was due to over 4,000 acres of boro rice, classed as rabi, 
which was irrigated; the true sharif area slightly decreased. The collection 
of revenue on this canal has not yet reached the high standard which marks 
the work in the Orissa and Sone Canals: still it is not unsatisfactory and 
vastly better than it was The arrears of uncollected water-rates increased 
slightly during the year, and the complaints were nearly double those of 
1897-98. Both these circumstances, however, were due to rather exceptional 
causes. The collection work was done concurrently with a reduction 
in the number of certificates issued for the recovery of demands, which is a 
good feature, but the number of certificates still bears a far higher proportion 
to the amounts collected than is the case on other canals. ‘The Lieutenant- 
Governor hopes to see a still further reduction in the number of certificates. 

18. ‘he Hijili Tidal Canal in the year 1897-98 gave unprece- 
dentedly good results. It is, therefore, hardly a matter of surprise that, com- 
; pee with that year, there was a falling off in 1898-99. The receipts were 

ess, but still not below the average of a series of years : the expenses were 
greater by some Rs. 10,000, but only slightly above the average of the last 
five years. The navigation receipts were Rs. 78,759 as compared with 
Rs, 90,755 in the previous year, and the working expenses were Rs, 50,029 as 
compared with Rs, 39,388. 

19. On the Scne Canals Rs. 12,522 was spent on works, chiefly in 
completing the syphon on the Behea Branch Canal, but the net capital outlay 
was a minus figure owing to sales of navigation plant. The total receipts from 
all sources amounted to Rs. 10,71,412 against Rs. 12,54,790 in the previous 
year, i.e. a decrease of Rs, 1,83,87%, due mainly to the smaller radi area 
urigated in 1897-98 than in the famine year of 1896-97, the radi collections 
appearing in the ensuing year to that in which the irrigation is effected. The 
total receipts were greater than in any previous year, with the exception of 
1897-98. The decrease in the amount of the water-rates was Rs. 2,13,228. 
Under the head of Navigation the receipts are the largest on record, 
and amounted to Rs. 1,05,564, or Rs. 17,188 more than in the previous 
year, the large revenue being mainly due to the carriage of materials 
for the construction of the Mogulserai-Gaya Railway. The working expenses 
amounted to Rs. 6,08,245 as compared with Re. 6,18,142 in 1897-98, 
the difference being mainly in establishment charges. Under extensions 
and improvements there was less expenditure, but there was, increased expendi- 
ture on repairs, owing mainly to extra repairs which were necessary to special 
works, ‘lhe working expenses, however, of these canals have, during the last 
five years, been decreased by about a lakh of rupees a year. The net revenue 
in 1898-99, owing to the decrease in water-rates, was Rs. 1,73,481 less than in 
the previous year. ¢ 

20. The rainfall of the “year, though somewhat in excess of last year, 
was not nearly so favourably uistributed in regard to the kharif season. In 
June, during the ploughing and sowing period, the rainfall was insufficient, 
whilst in mid-September, when water was least aeeded, heavy rain fell. In 
the early part of October, again, when it was most necessary for the maturity 
of the rice crop, it held off altogether. The want of rain early in October 
caused a very heavy demand for cana) water, and the canals were strained to 
their utmost to meet the requirements of cultivators; the strain, however, 
was most satisfactorily met, as, in anticipation of coming events, timely arrange- 
ments were, owing to the favourable state of the river, made by the divisional 
officers, In regard to the radi season the rainfall was normel and more 
fevourable than that of the previous year, heavy and benoficial rain falling in 
January instead of February, r 

21. The area irrigated during the year was 440,796 acres against 
433,445 acres in the previous year and an avyorage of 413,546 acres during 
he preceding five years. There was an increase under long-term leases-conse-. 






quently a slight drop in kharif season leases occurred. The continued ap- 

iation of these long-term leases is most satisfactory; not only have. 
applications for renewal of nearly the whole area of the leases made in 1892-93, 
which have now expired, been zeceived, but further applications were 
submitted for 38,327 acres, of which 27,800 acres had to be refused. 
This refusal has been necessary, mainly for the reasons stated in Inst year’s 
rport, viz., unsuitability of situation and deficiency of water. Tho absence of 
rain in the early part of October not only increased the demand for rade 
sowings (which, however, was checked by the timely rain in the middle of 
October) but also increased the sale of water by volume. In the canal-irri- 
guted tracts the cultivators reaped good and abundant harvests, but their 
realizations were less, as the ruling prices of grain were much lower than in 
the previous year. ; 

22. ‘The current demand of the year was Rs. 9,31,979, inclusive of 
arrears of the previous year The remissions and sums written off as 
irrecoverable amounted to Rs. 2,963, which is the lowest on record. The 
amount remitted on revised and cancelled “khatianes” was Rs, 1,520 against 
Rs, 2,260. The entire demand, which remained after these alterations in it 
had been effected, was fully recovered, and there was no outstanding balance at 
all at the end of the year. Only-376 certificates were issued under the Public 
Demands itecovery Act{No. 1(B.C.)of 1895], which is less than half the number 
of the previous year. ‘'he number of applications for remissions, &e., decreased 
from 5,351 to 4,371, The foregoing results show continued improvement, 
and, in so far as the collections are concerned, cannot be surpassed. 

23, The capital outlay on canals classed as Minor Works and Navi- 
ation was Rs. 95,036 during the year and Rs. 1,24,76,707* to end of the year. 
he receipts for the year amounted to Rs. 6,10,092 and working expenses to 

Rs. 5,12,988, the net revenue being Rs. 97,104, or Rs. 19,982 less than the 
average of the previous five years. 

he financial results of the year and the capital expenditure to date are 
shown in the following table :— 














Carian Expenprrurr— Expenditure Average net 





















(Dimuor anp 1NDrRgor). | Receipt of f the yea . income of 
a ee the a less “Tockuding aug spang ive fd 
To ond of refands, indirect Ongtas 7 eAr- ending 
Of yeur, nko , charges. 1397-93. 
year, 
ORS RDI aer i REPRO RINE WARE» pene menace) ac uia coe 
1 | 2 8 4 | Ses | 6 |" 7 
Minor Works anp Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Navigation, 
Osloutta and Eastern} 66,286 64,61,252 4,09,281 2,80;677 | (+)1,28,604 | (+)1,76,946 
Canals. 
Orissa Coast Canal . 46,382,412 73,094 82288 | (—) 9,194 |(+) 3,666 
Saran Canals wed 7,21,688 4,992 1,267 | (+) 8735 |(—) 6,465 
Nadia Rivers ade TREES. eee Ee 89,416 99,422 | (—) 10,006 | (—) 11,696 
Eden Canal Minha 3 Socos speek 28,725 39,880 | (—) 10,655 |(—) 33,029 
Madhnban Canal... wane seeds 120 9,569 (—) 9.449 |(—) 6,372 
Gaighata and Baxi} 4... | ssveee 4,464 395 | (+) 4,069 | (—)(6)7,012 
Khal. 
5,12,988 | (+) 97,104 |(+)1,17,086 





(a) Exclusive of Rs. (—) 1,200 for the Damodar Project, 
b) Average of four years ending!1897-98, : 


24. The Calcutta and Eastern Canals are a series of 
navigable channels, partly natural and partly artificial, connecting, Calcutta 
with the Eastern Districts of Bengal, They have been tly sg Se during 
the last twenty years at a capital cost of some 32 lakhs of rupees, The improve- 
ments, while they have given largo facilities to the traffic, have not, in them- 


} "2 3 > . " y 
* Includes Rs. -6,06.075 and Rs, 1,55,380 expended on the two abandoned projects, viz., Tirhut and 
and also Rs, 8,66,000 contributed by the Imperial Government from the Famine Rolief and 
Tnsarance Fund for expenditare on'the ‘Orissa Coast Canal. ‘ Pipe a: 
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selves, proved directly remunerative. The Canals twenty years ago paid 
from five to six per cent. on their capital, Now the perooosse? on the average of 
the last five years has been reduced toa little over three per cent. andin 1897-98 
the net revenue only gave two per cent. on the capital, The ear was, 
in some respects, exceptional, and an increase in the traffic an‘l in the retarns 
is anticipated. The receipts during the year were Rs. 4,09,281, against 
Rs. 4,26,203 in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 16,922, and the 
working expenses were Rs. 2,80,677, or Rs. 79,272 more than those of the 
year 1897-98. There was a decrease of Rs. 96,194 in the net revenue of the 
year. Of this, nearly sixty thousand was dueto an increase in establishment 
charge, which was partly real, but mainly due to the fact that, in the previous 
year, there had been certain adjustments of accounts which had resulted in 
a somewhat artificial enhancement of the net revenue of that year. There 
was a decrease in the number and maundage of the boats using the channels 
end in the number of the steamers and flats. Altogether the results of the 
year were unsatisfactory, but there is reason to think that this was to some 
extent exceptional and mainly due to the fact that the year was an un- 
favourable one for the jute trade, which largely affects the canal revenue. 

25. The steamers and flats using the Sundurban route continued 
to increase. ‘The channel known as the Angeria creek, is the only connection 
suitable for steamers, which exists on one portion of the route: more than 
one attempt has been made, but upsuccesfully, to find an alternative to it, 
It is therefore an important link in the connection between Calcutta and 
Assam. Some improvements were effected in it during the year. One alter- 
native route, which has been suggested, is that known as the Bhil chunnel, 
between the Medhumati and Kumarriverin the Faridpur district. This channel 
has since 1894 been improved at a cost of some Ks. 25,000, and in 1897-98, 
Rs. 4,000 were expended in making a diversion in the 14th mile of the route. 
It is rather disappointing to find that the facilities which have been afforded, 
by the expenditure which has been incarred, have not led to the general use 
of the channel when it is open in the sstny season, In 1898 and in 1899 the 
steamers did not use the ehannel at all, although it obviously presents great 
advantages. There is reason to think that it could be greatly renaaities at 
comparatively moderate expense, if it is only kept open for a limited time 
when the neighbouring rivers are high; but if the improvements which have 
been carricd ‘out do not attract the traffic, it seems doubtful whether further 
expenditure is justifiable, The’ Chamber of Commerce and the Steamer 
Companies correctly represent the great advantages of this route, not only in 
itself in saving distance, but also as an alternative to the one mentioned 
above, aud the matter is receiving the attention of Government; but, so far, 
the resuits which have attended the improvements actually executed are not 
encouraging. 

26. The Orissa Coast Canal is a continuation of the Hijili Tidal 
Canal. Its revenue suffered in the same way. ‘The receipts amounted to 
Rs. 73,094, against Rs, 85,450 in the previous year, and the working expenses 
were Rs. 82,288, as compared with Rs. 61,045, The financial results of the 
year are far from satisfactory, the net revenue being a deficit of Rs. 9,194, 
against a profit of Rs. 24,405 in 1897 98. 

The opening of the Bengal-Nagpur. Railway no doubt affected the 
revenue of this canal, and will continue to do so. 

27. The Saran Canals remained closed during the year under review 

28. The Nadia Rivers are gradually losing their position as 
great trade route to Caleutta. In the five-yearly period ending in March 1895 
the average weight of cargo paying toll was about 88 lakhs of maunds—in the 
quinquennial period ending in March 1898 it was only something more than 66 
lakhs of maunds, and in 1898-99 this had fallen to rather more than 40 lakhs of 
maunds, As railway communication develops these rivers must probably 
continue to decrease in importance. Meanwhile, economy in expenditure has 
somewhat reduced the loss which these rivers now involve, The receipts were 
Rs 89,416 as compared with Rs, 89,043 in the previous year, and the working 
expenses wore Rs. 99,422 against Rs. 1,038,449; the net revenue being a reduc- 
tion in the deficit fram Rs. 19,816 to Rg. 10,006. But these results bring little 
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satisfaction when it is remembered that in the quinquennial period ending 
March 1888, the average results were an annual profit of about one lakh of 
rupees: in the similar period ending March 1893, they were about 70 thousand 
rupees: and in the similar period ending March 1898, there was an average 
annual loss of about one thousand rupees only. 

29. The Eden Canal was worked during the year at a much smaller loss 
than usual. The receipts from the canal were Rs. 28,725 against Rs. 35,834, 
and the working expenses were Rs. 39,380, as compared with Rs. 67,037 in the 
previous year, the result being a reduction in the deficit from Rs. 31,202 ia 
1897-98 to Rs. 10,655 in 1898-99. ; 

The area irrigated during the year was 29,757 acres as compared with 
24,487 acres in the previous year, showing an increase of 5,270 acres. The 
arrears of uncollected revenue at the end of the year was Rs. 9,312, which, 
although it is less than in former years, is still an unduly large amount. 

30. The Madhuban Canal irrigated during the year 3,190 acres as 
compared with 2,000 acres in 1897-98, showing an increase of 1,190 acres, 
This was due to the great demand for water from the middle of October to the 
end of December. For maintaining the canal Rs, 9,569 were expended during 
the year against Rs. 6,471 in the previous year. 

31. The Gaighattu and Buxi khal was maintained during the year 
at a cost of Rs. 395 against Rs. 681 in the previous year. Rupees 4,500, 
being the amount of the annual lease, less Rs. 86 refunded, were realised from 
the lessees during the year. ; 

32. The improvement in the collection of the canal revenue on the three 
large irrigating systems, which were noticed in previous years, was carried still 
further in the year under review. The facts are very striking when it is re- 
membered how large the arrears used to be in former years. In the five years 
ending March 1889 the uncollected balance at the end of each year averaged 
nearly 6 lakhs of rupees, inthe the next quinquennial period it was rather more 
than 3} lakhs, while in the last period it was about Rs. 36,000. At the end of 
the year now under review (1898-99), the outstauding uncollected balance is 
less than Rs. 6,000, while in the Orissa and Sone canals there is no outstanding 
at all: the whole demand has been collected. ‘This improvement in collections 
has been accompanied by a very marked decrease in the number of certificates 
issued (as shown in paragraph 7 of this Resolution), which indicates that the 
people are satisfied and content to pay the demands without compulsion. Fur- 
ther, the remissions and amounts written off as irrecoverable show, at the same 
time, a marked decrease, indicating greater accuracy and promptness on the 
part of the officers who are responsible for the assessments. The Lieutenant- 
Governor acknowledges, again, the excellent work done by the Deputy Col- 
lectors and especially by Maulvi Syed Mahomed Nasiruddin and Babu Madhav 
Lal in reorganizing and improving the work of the collection staff, 

33. The year 1898-99 was one of very high floods in the Cossye, Selye, 
Subarnarekha and Damodar rivers in June '1898, and in the Sikrana or 
Boor-Gandak and Bagmati rivers in September 1898, ‘The floods which 
occurred in the Cossye and Sikrana rivers were extraordinary and unprece- 
dented, and very disastrous in their effects. The Cossye floods did considerable 
ee to the embankments, canal works and distributaries in the Midnapore 

trict. 

The Sikrana floods paper a vast area of country in the Champaran 
and Muzaffarpur districts, and did considerable damage to the Champaran, 
Tirhut and Turki embankments, as also to the District Board roads and 
bridges and railway embankments. ‘The floods destroyed many houses and 
standing crops; many cattle were lost and human lives also. ‘The damage 
done to the embankments and canal works by the floods of the Selye, Subarna- 
rekha and Damodar rivers was not serious. 

34. The Irrigation Department of this Province was in charge of Colonel 
A. D. McArthur, x.v., Chief Engineer, during the year. Since it expired he 
has retired from the Public Works Department, after serving in it, in the Irri- 
gation Department of Bengal, for more than 80 years. Tho Lieutenant- 
Governor desires to record his appreciation of the work done by Colonel 
McArthur, in almost ail parts of the Province, during his long service in it. 





The Superintending Engineers, Mr. Inglis, Mr. Horn and Mr. Toogood 
were in pa of the three brvigailonrOincide The Lieuteraut-Governor 
acknowledges the efficiency of their services. The large redaction in the 
expenditure on repairs during the last few years in the Sone Canals, and 
especially in the Arrah Division, is partly due to the able management of 
Mr. C. H. DeMello. 

Orper.— Ordered that a copy of this Resolution and of the ‘Chiat Engi- 
neer’s note and its accompaniments be subinitted to the Government of India, 
in the Public Works Department, and published in the Caleutta Gazette. Also 
that it be circulated to other Governments and to. all Departments and officers 
of this Government as usual. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
R, B, BUCKLEY, 


Secy. to the Givt. of Bengul, 
Arvigation Department, 





Government of Bengal. 
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Note by R. B. Bucktry, Esq., Chief Engineer, on the Canal Revenue Reports of 
Bengal for the year 1898-99. 
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Tue Capital expenditure on Irrigation Works in 1898-99 was as follows: — 


Direct  Indireot Total. 
charges. charges. 


Capital expenditure on Major Irrigation 
orks not charged against Revenue sas 36,304 2,715 39,019 

Capital expenditure on Minor Works and 

avigation for which Capital and Revenue 
Accounts are kept se soe 93,652 1,404 95,036 


1,29,986 4,119. 1,84,055 








'. ,,% The total Capital outlay at the end of the year 1898-99, including 
indirect charges, was :— 


Direct Indirect Total. 


charges. charges, 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Major Irrigation Works— re , 
Produotive Public Works ... ++ 6,24,68,875 17,50,443 6,42,14,318 


* Minor Works and Navigation— t 
Protective grants—Imperial  —.,_—, 866,000 wu... 8,66,000 
Ordinary revenue fogs Sc vee 112,983,765 8,16,942 1,16,10,707 


Se 








Total see 7,46,23,640 20,67,885 7,66,91,025 
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